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a -7 OFFICIAL ESTIMATE OF THE MINERAL PRODUCTIQN OF FANADAJ 1931e |

Owing to the drastic reduction in metal prices and on accouni of a lessened
demand for non-metallic minerals and structural materials, the total valiuc of the nineral
production of Canada in 1921 amounted to $227,769,000 as against $279,873,576 in 1930
accordaing to a report just issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

Gold production, however, stimulated by lower commodity prices and the present
exchange situation, increased 27.5 per cent over 1930 and assisted materially in oifsett®
ing the loss cccasioned by the general drop in metal pricées. Ifetals as a group were
valued at 116,431,000 as against $142,743,764 in 1930. Fuels, consisting of coaly
natural gas, end crude petroleum totalled 55,531,000, a decline of 18 per cent fraa the
previous year. Other non-metullics including asbestos, gypsum, salt, feldspar, magnesite,
sodium sulphate and meny minor minerals were valued at (10,958,000 as compared with
$15,217,864 in 1930. Structural materials such as cement, line, stone, s«nd and gravel,
and the various clay products totalled $44,849,000, a decrease of 16,5 per cent from
the preceding twelve months,

Canada's sixteen leading mineral products representing 98 per cent of the total
mineral production in 1931 were as follows: gold, $55,395,000; coal, $41,320,000; copper,
$23,772,000; sand and gravel enc stone, {17,470,000; cement, :,15,722,000; niciel,
$14,697,000; natural gas, $9,645,C00; clay products, 7.8,626,000; lead, (i7,#41,000; zine,
£6,019, 000; silver, 5,984,000; asbestos, $4,611,000; petrolewm, ! 4,56€,000; lime,
$3,031,000; salt, $2,315,000; gypsum, 42,018,000, In 1930 the latest year for which
incustrial statistics are =vailable the capitzal invested in Capada's operating mines,
smelters, oil and gae wells, quarries anc. brick plants totalled some 887,500,000, More
then 39,000 men were employed and these received upwards of ,114,000,000 in salaries and
wagese. These Ligures readily show the tremendous influence of mining on the general

and industrial life of tho country.

MINZRAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA, 1910-1931 in FIVE YEAR PERIODS.

Tuels and Clay products
Years Metallics other and other struc- TOTAL

non-metallics tural materials

3 3 ) [4

1910 senan 49,438,873 37,757,158 19,627,592 106,825,625
1915 nevee 75,834,041 43,373,9%1 17,920,759 131, 1G9 a8
1920 resan 77,929,630 108,027,947 41,892,088 227,859,665
19BE cno e 117,082,298 71,851,801 37,649,234 226,583,333
1930 agosee 142,743,764 B%,402,349 53,727,465 279,873,578
1951(¥I... 113,451,000 66,489,000 44,849,000 227,769,000

Tx) €ubjadt fo revision,



Gold, which the Dominior is producing in ever increasing quantities, is the
bright spot in the 1931 nining picture. With an output of 2,102,068 fine ounces in
1930, Canada attained second place among the gold producing countries of the world,

In 1931 production totalled 2,673,728 fine ounces worth 55,394,892 which does not
inelude the premium received by the gold mining companies due to the present rate of
exchange; as in other years the 1931 output of gold was valued at the standard rate
of $20,671834 per fine ounce. Gold is now Canada's most valuable mineral product
even surpassing that of coal which held the premier position for so many years,.
Increagses in gold production over 1930 were noted in the provinces of Quebec, Ontario,
Manitoba and the Yukon but Nowa Sco®ia and British Columbia showed declines, though
placer gold output from the latter province was greater than in 1930,

Noranda Mines Limited are fortunate in having coprer oxa high in gold vhich
is presently being mined and the output from this source coupled with imcreases by tie
Siscoe and Granada mines increased the output fram Quebec from 141,747 fine ounces in
1930 to 303,300 fine ounces last year and places Quebec second among the gold producing
provinces of the Dominion. Intensive development is being done at the O'Brien Cadillac
gold minc and mich interest is being shown at other likely looking gold properties
in the province. Ontario produced 78 per cent of the total gold mined in Caneda and im
1931 passed the two million ounce mark. Output totalled 2,084,959 fine ounces made uyp
of 962,683 ounces from the Porcupine camp, 1,054,017 ounces from the mines of Kirkland
Lake and the remainder from other gold properties asnd the nickel-copper ores ol the
Sudbury district.

Manitoba output reached 1:<,51C fine ounces as compared wita 23,189 fine
ounces in 1930, the increasec being due in large part to the continuous operation of
the Pudson Bay smelter which treats copper-zine-gold-silver bearing ores. from the Flin
Flon and Sherritt-Gordon mines. The Central Manitova gold mine operatzd continuously
throughout the year and a mill is now under construction at the San Antonio nine
which is expected to be in operation in the spring of 1932,

BritishfColumbia's gold production at 153,934 fine ounces was slightly
under the 1930 output of 164,331 ounces., Placer gold output was larger but the lode
gold yield Tell olf due to decreases by the Premier, less gold from copper ores anc
the closing down in 1930 of the Niekel Plate Gold mine at Hedley. This mine has
been in fairly continuous operation since its discovery in 1898 and during that time

has produced over 10 million dollars in golds The Pioncer mine in the Bridge River

scetion of the province showed a marked improvement in output but the increase was

et

not great enough to offsel the logsas Irom other sowrces. In vhe Yukon district




~output is principally from the nickel-coppor ores of the Sudbury'diatrict§ in Manitoba
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placer gold ocuiput at 36,280 fihe ounces wzs siightly greater than in the previous
year.

Silver prices in 1931 were the lowest ever recorded. The average for .
February was £6.,773 cents per fine ounce and the price fluctuated between 27 and 29,0
cents until November, the average for that moﬁth being 32.223 cents. These low
prices had their effect and production at 20,403,771 fine ounces was 23 per cent
lower than in the p::"evious year. The total value fell off from $10,089,376 in 1930
to 5,984,109 for the year under review. Ontario autput totallgd_v,ose,azz fine
ounces as against 10,205,683 fine ounces last year; and the Bfitish Columbia outpus
drbpped 30 per cent to 8,339,989 fine ounces; the silver~lead ores of the Yukon wero
responsible for 3,683,030 fine ounces and the remainder waﬁ made up from mines in
Menitoba and Quoboc.

Copper production totalled 290,58;;122 pounds, a decrease of only 4 per cont
in quantity from last year but owing to the lower prices the total value of tho output
was less by 37 per cent. Copper is produced in Quebec in the form of ﬁlister copper

at the Noranda smelter and irn concentratos which are exported fram Eustis. On%ario

at the Hudson Bay smelter from Flin Flon and Sherritt-Gordon copper-gold=silver-zing
ores; in British Columbia at Anyox in the form of bdblister, and at Britannis in

concentrates whiéh aro oxported for treatmont. It is a greoat tribute to the managomeat

of Canada's copper minecs that through the co~oporation of the owners, operators and
miners they have 5oon able to keep going undor sueh adversc —ice and market conditions.
Copper is rofinod in Canada at Copper Cliff Ly the Ontario Refining Confpany, Lid., and
at Montreel Bast by the Canadian Coppor Refincrios Limifdd.

The lower output of the steel industry is largely responsible for the lessened '
demand for nickel since nickel is a necessary constituentbin many alloy steels. Metal
producisioan im 1031 was 58,102,052 pounds, a decrease of 36 per cent frgn the previoué
years

Lead at 267,850,87< pounds decreased 20 per cent from 1330 and zine at

236,861,153 pounds was 12 pesr cent lower than in the previous'year.

Fuels

Coal production at 12,251,900 short tons worth $41,320,000 was lower in
all provinces except in Sasimtchewan and the Yukon district. Production by provinces
was as follcws: Nova Scotia, 4,935,000 tona; New Brunswick, 175,000 tons; >7, =
Saskatchewan, 667,000 tons; Alberta, 4,814,000 tons; British Columdia, 1,860,000 .

tons, and the Yukon, 900 tons.
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Although coal product’on was lass than in the previous year, considerable
progress was made in marketing Canadian coal in areas which hitherto were served
practically entirely with coal from sourccs other tkan our own minca. This
improved situation is to a large cxtent due to the assistence provided by the
government to aid Canadian coal in these highly competitive markets.

Natural gas production was 8.5 per cont under last yoar when 26,874, 600
thousand cubic fect valued at {9,645.180 were produced. Vells in Alberta accounted for
69.3 per cent of the total Canadian production. Ontario's output of natural gas
reached 7,625,000 thousand cubic feet and New Brunswick produced 649,000 thousand
cubie fect,

Crude petroleum production at 1,564,600 harrels valued at [4,566,000 recorded
a slight increasc in quantity but a lower value when compa: .1 with 1830. Alberta's
wells yielded 1,425,000 barreis, Onvario's wolid produced 123,000 barrels, and wells
in New Brumswick €,600 barreiss

Other Won-Mptailino,

Asbestos output at 162,278 tons was considerably lower tham in 1931. Gypsum
production also fell off, Feldspar output decreasdd 12,000 tons; production of salt
was larger and sodium sulphate produced in Saskatchewan showed an improvement. Sulphur

production in tho form of iron pyrites and in sulphuric acid made fram waste
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gases was also larger. Other non-metallic production included barytss, diatomite,
graphite, grindstonos, irom oxides, magnesite, mica, migeral waters, phosphate, silica

brick, sedium sarbopate, and vaicanic dusti.

(lay Products aad Othexr Siructural Materiels

Reflecting the depressior in building and other construstioa work, the
production of clay products was estineted at $8,62£,000 as compared with §10,593,878
in 1930, Jement output was lcss for the same roason; produstion amounted to
10,017,331 barrels worth y15,722,000. Lime production was 24 per cent lower in
quantity and 25 per cent lower in value than last year. The value of stone anc

&5 $17,470,000 as gpainst $21,5382,122 in 1930,
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OFFICIAL ESTIMATE OF THE MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA, 1931, WITH COMPARATIVE
FIGURES FOR 1930.

1.9 3 0 3 ew 3o
Quantity Value Quantity Value
-3 o
W W
METATS
GOldeeeeseersscncsccrenncereeling 0z, 2,102,068 43,453,601 2,679,728 05,395,000
Silver.o.-QQ......O...OQ.....fine OZ. 26.445.825 10’089’576 20,40{‘\,’1’71 5,9(;‘1’000
L R g S e 103,768,857 24,455,155 60,108,521 14,697,000
COPQBI’......-...-oo..n....ulb. 505,478.356 37’948.559 290.58],122 25,772'000
LeAdessesescsecsesesssesnsessslbe 332,394,103 15,102,635 267,850,972 7, 41,000
" VN S ety Busingil T 267,643,505 9,635,166 236,861,153 6,019,000
Other metaiSesesessssssscssse = EXX 4.059.494 _‘_‘_-'.._._,_.‘“21';‘.2_’5.._0.9;0.
Total lictalB8essvsscctoee = oo 142,743,764 ace 110,431,000
NON-1GZTALS
Fuels
A
COOlessasssscansnnssassasesseions 14.881,524: 52,8‘?;9,7’?:8 12, o) , B00 ‘&l,:ﬁb‘:),‘:)(){.;
NatuTal £2S seeeecessscsecosesl CUsTEs 29,376,910 10,289,985 26,674,600 9,045,000
Peat.-..ont.oo.o..o..........tons 2’847 10,932 "8 e
PetTOlGuIno evssscsmnessenssess 'obI‘lSo l_,_szz, 220 SJ 055) 820 lJ_“ii:i{JPOO _4_"5_':‘)}-,“1.-'_{.‘9
Totﬂl l?uelS...o.o.oooo. - see 66'184:,485 oo 55,551,{“}0
Other Non-lictals
A8beStO8eenestersssscscsccnsestons 242.114 8,590,.‘.65 lf)d,J'/b ‘:‘t,c‘—tl,or\/u'
I“Gldspar.-...........-.......tons 26.796 268.469 14’808 l\.v)r/,UUU
Gypsum-o-....................tons 1,070,968 2,818,788 84:;1,192 2,018.00U
Qua‘.-‘tz.u....................tons 226,200 418’1.27 14C,788 382.000
S8ltesesesscssccccscssscsaesstons 271,690 1,694,651 288,170 2,515,000
Talc and Soapstonenooal.o.... Cs ese 186’210 sve 165.000
Othex non—'me'tﬂlSoo;.ooa-..oo- - — see 1J4.-41J‘47O _see _l_,_ll—.Z0,00Q
Total Other Non-Metalse = eee 135,217,564 __sse 10,958,000
Total Fuels and Other Non-lletals eee 83,402,240 ese  B86,4C3 ;000
CLAY PRODUCTS AWD OTHl:

SauC Tl MATERIALS

Clay products Zbrick, tile,
sewer pipe, pottery, etc.)es - Y 16,598,478 see 8,626,000
Cotentacessssssscccscesssnscnebrls, 11,052,559 HE A B O l0.0l'r,.SSl 15,722'000
Limecoooo-o.o.oo-o.oo.noo--i.tons 490,802 4,058.8:(19 573,812 3,051,000
StOIlG, and sand and gravelese = - X .‘31J§ ._:3"}‘2_2 = e ..:1..'7_’.4;10‘.000

Total Clay Products and

Other Structure’ Materials = see 53,727,460 ees 44,849,000
GRAND ‘.[‘OTAL.........-........ eee 279'875,578 e 227,769,00(‘
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