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-- 	OTICLL EST134ATE OP THE IMIERAL PRODUCTN OF 1FAKADAj1931. 
'I 

Owing to the drastid reduction in metal prices and on account of a lessened 

demand for non .~-metallic minerals and strutural mater jale, the total val.e of t1le mineral 

production of Canada in 1931 amounted to 227,769,000 as against $279,673, 'b in 130 

according to a report just issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

0o3..d production, however, stimulated by lower coxrd.ity prices and the present 

exchange situation, increased 27.5 per cent over. 1930 and assisted materially in offsettö 

ing the loss occasioned by the general drop in metal priôes. Metals an a group were 

valued at ].16,431 1 000 as against 442,743,764 in 1930. Fuels, consisting of coal, 

natural gas, and crude petroleum totalled 55,531,000, a decline of 18 per cent fri the 

previous year. Other non-metullics including asbestos, gypsum, salt, feldspar, magnesite, 

sodium sulphate and many minor minerals were valued at çlO,950,000 as compared with 

015,217,854 in 1930. Structural materials such as cement, lime, stone, sfind and gravel, 

and the various clay products totalled 4,849,000, a decrease of 16.5 per cent from 

the preceding twelve months. 

Canada's sixteen leading mineral products representing 98 per cent of the total 

mineral production in 1931 were as fo1lovs: gold, 55,395,OOO; coal, ç41,320,000; copper, 

23,772,000; sand and gravel and stone, 317470,000; cement, ;15,722,000; nichel, 

14,697,°00; natur1 gas. ;9,645,CO0; clay products, :8,626,OOO; ler.ci, 'i,i 3 OOO; 7iflc, 

6,019,000; silver, 5,98',000; asbestos, )4,611,000; potroleum, 4,56C,0aO; lime, 

$3,031,000; salt, 2,315,000; gypsum, 2,O18,OOO. In 1930 the latest year for which 

industrial statistics ai'e available the capital invested in Canada's operating mines, 

smelters, oil and gas wells, quarries and. bricic plants totalled some 887,500,000. More 

than 39,000 men were employed and these received upwards of 114,000,000 in salaries and 

wages. These figures readily show the tremendous influence of mining oi. the general 

and industrial life of the country. 

IMMAL  PRODUCTION OFCA1AD4,j91O-l93l in FIVE IEAL PIODS. 
Fuels and Clay products 

Years Metallics other and other struc- 	TOTAL 
non-metallics tural materials __________ - ______•- 

y 

- 

V 

1910 ..,. 49 1 438 2 873 37 0 757,158 19,627,592 106 0 823,625 
1915 	ftowee 75,8J.4,341 43373,51 17,020,759 137,109 0 171 
1920 a s aa, 77,930,030 108 9 027,947 41 0 892 0 053 22?,859,665 
1925 	.. 117,C32298 71,6511 801 37 3,649,234 226 0 583,333 
1930 .. 

19310... 
14,743,'i64 8,4C2,349 53,727,465 279,873 9 578 
.i13,41.000 66,489,000 44,9,000 227,7690000 
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Gold, which the Doininioi is producing in ever increasing quantities, is the 

bright spot in the 1931 mining picture. iTith an output of 2,102,068 fine ounces in 

1930, Canada attained second place among the gold producing countries of the world, 

In 1931 production totalled 2,679728 fine ounces worth 55 9 394 9 692 which does not 

include the premium received by the gold mining conrpanies due to the present rate of 

exchange; as in other years the 1931 output of gold was valued at the standard rate 

of 420.671834 per fine ounce. Gold is now Canada's most valuable mineral product 

even surpassing that of coal which held the premier position for so many years. 

Increases in gold production over 1930 were noted in the provinces of Quebec, Ontario, 

Manitoba and the Yukon but No'a Seo'ia and British Columbia showed declines, though 

placer gold output from the latter province was greater than in 1930, 

Noranda Mines Limited are fortunate in having cop t c o h 	In -old uhich 

is presently being mined and the output from this snce ccuplcd 'ith :roase; oy the 

Siscoe and Granada mines increased the output fran Quebec from 141,747 fine ounces in 

1930 to 303,300 fine ounces last year and places Quebec second among the gold producin, 

provinces of the Dominion. Intensive develonent is being done at the O'Brien Cadillac 

gold mine and imich interest is being shown at other likely looking gold properties 

in the province. Ontario produced 78 per cent of the total gold mined in Canada and 1, 

1931 passed the two million ounce mark. Output totalled 2 0 084,959 fine ounces riiade u 

of 962,683 ounces from the Porcupine camp, 1054,017 ounces from the mines of Kirkland 

Lake and the remainder from other gold properties and the nickel-copper orec of the 

Sudbury district. 

Manitoba output reached 1,5l0 fine owieo as compared witx 23,189 fine 

ounces in 1930, the Increase being due in large part to the continuous operation of 

the 1udson Bay smelter which treats aopper-zin.c-gold--silver bearing ores. from the Fun 

flon and Sherritt-Gordon. mines. The Central Manitoba gold mine opereted continuously 

throughout the year and a mill is now under construction a the 3an kiitonio rains 

which is expected to be in operation in the sng of 1932. 

BritishColirnibia's gold production at 153,934 fine ounces was slight 

under the 1930 output of 164,331 ounces. Placer gold output was larger but thu 

gold yield fell oi1' due to decreases by the Premier, 1es gold from copper ores and 

the closing down in 1930 of the Nickel Plate Gold mine at Iledley. This mine has 

been in fairly continuous operation since Its discovery in 1898 and during that ti:c 

has produced over 10 million dollars in gold, The Pioneer mine in the Bridge Eivor 

section of the province showed a iiaikod improvennt in output but the increase was 

not reat enough to cIsYt the l:s; i'rn other,  uices. In u dstrict 
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placer gold output at 36,280 fihe ounces was slightly greater than in the previous 

year. 

Silver prices in 1931 were the lowest ever recorded. The average for 

February was 26.773 cents per fine ounce and the price fluctuated between 27 and 29.5 

cents until November, the averge for that zinth being 32.223 cellts4 These low 

prices had their effect-and production at 20,403,771 fine ounces was 23 per cent 

lower than in the previous year. The total value fell off frz $10 0089,376 in 1930 

tth 5,984,109 for the year under review. Ontarl.o output totalled 7,036,222 fine 

ounces as against 10,205,683 fIne ounces last year; end. the British Columbia output 

dropped 30 per cent to 8,339,989 fine ounces; the silver-load ores of the Yukon were 

responsible for 3,683,030 tine ounces and the remainder was made up from mines in 

Manitoba and Quebec. 

Copper production totalled 290,581122 pounds, a decrease of only 4 per cent 

in quantity from last year but owing to the lower prices the total value of the output 

was less by 37 per cent. Coppor is produced in Quebec in the form of blister coppar 

at the Noranda smelter and in concentrates which are exported fran Bustle. Ontario 

output is principally from the nickol-coppor ores of the Sudbury district; in Manito 

at the Hudscn Bay smelter from Fun Flon and Cherritt-Oordon copper-go.i 1 	 in: 

ores; in British Columbia at Ariyox in the form of blister, and at Brit:. 

concentrates which are exported for treatment. It 18 a groat tribute to the 

of Canada's copper mines that through the cooporation of the owners, operators and 

minors they have boon ablo to Icoop going under such advcrsc -'1r and narket cond.itiono. 

Copper is ref ind in Canada at Copper Cliff y the Ontario Bofining CorHny, Ltd., and 

at Montreal Bast by the Canadian Copper Rcfinerios Limited. 

The lower output of the steel industry is largely responsibin Jar the lessened 

demand, for nickel since nickel is a necessary constituent in many allo steels. Metal 

prod' 	'OF21 	a dacrease of M Ter cent fr-m the previouS 

year 

Lead at 2b7,8bo,9? pouius aecreased 20 per cent lrom . 

236,861,153 pounds was 12 per cent lower than in the previous year. 

Puels 

Coal production at 12,251 9 900 short tons worth $1,320 0 000 was lower in 

all provinces except in Saskatchewan and the Yukon district. Prodttioi by ,ro'inceB 

was as follows: Nova $cotia 4,935,000 tone; New Brunswick, 175,000 tons; 

Saskatchewan, 667,000 tons; Alberta, 4,614,000 tons; British Columbia, 1,860,000 

tons, and the Yikon, 900 tona. 
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Although coal produetn was lass than in the previous year, considerable 

progress was made in marketing Canadian coal in areas which hitherto were served 

practically entirely with coal from courcos other than our own mines. This 

improved situation is to a large extent duo to the assistance provided by the 

govorrmiont to aid Canadian coal in these highly competitive markets. 

Natural gas production was 6.5 per cent under last year when 26,874,600 

thousand cubic feet valued at )9,64.180wereproducod. Wells in Alberta accounted for 

69.3 per cent of the total Canadian production. Ontario's output of natural gas 

reached 7,625,000 thousand cubic foot and New Brunswick produced 649,000 thousanA 

cubic feet. 

Crude potroleuni production at l,55'1.600 I ,arrcls valued at 4,66,000 rocorded 

a slight increaso in quantity but a lower value when coinpar i with 1O. abrta' 

wells yielded 1 0425,000 barrels, 0nrio's -.,rolls ioducod 123,000 ba'i*ls, and uo1l 

in Nw Brunswick 6,600 barrels. 

Other o-5alli'. 

Asbestos output at 162,276 tons was considerably lower thau in 1951. Gypsum 

production also fell off. Feldspar output decreasd 12,000 tons; prediction o salt 

was larger and sodiurn sulphate produced in Sas1tchewart showed an improvomont. SuJp' ir • 

production in the form of iron pyrites and in sulphuric acid made f: 	ivtc  

gases was also larger. Other non-metallic production iricludod bary :3 diitrUt, 

graphite, grindstonos, iron oxides, rnagnosite, mica, r"üteral waters, phosphate, 3iia 

brick, 	r'iLV 1 'LC 

Cla: Produets aid Oter Siructura± :ateria 

Reflecting the depressirr in buil ," - I -.iG and other conatruot 	'cr 1 , ii 

produ"tion of clay products was ost;.ated at 8,6,000 as compared with 10,593,W 

in 1930. Jement output was loss for the same reason; prodution aunted ta 

10,017,331 barrels worth 15,722,030. Limo production was 24 per cent lower 

quantity and 25 per cent lower in value than last year. The value of stone and 

ainst 22 ,'12,i22  in 1030. 

S 
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OFFICIAL ESTThIATE OF THE MINEBAL PRODTI0N OF CAIADA, 1931, WITH C0IRATIVE 
FIGUP3S FOR 1930. 

1930 	1931 
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Q_usatity 	- V1ue -- Quanity 	Value 
V 

• 

• 

I 

a 

Go1d.........................in. oz, 
Silver. .. ... .. .. . . . .•, . . . . . . fine oz, 
1 ickel. ... . . . .• . . .... .. . . .. . . lb. 
Copper... ........ 	. . . .lb. 
Lead....,.. ... . . . ,. . . . . . . ... .lb. 
Zinc...... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .lo. 
Other metals...............,. — 

Total  

NON-LTA1S 

Fue13 

Coal. ....... . .. . .. . . . .... . , . , tons 
Natural gas ......,.........Mcu.ft. 
Peat...,..... ................tons 
Petroleum..... ... ...... .. . ..brls. 

Total Fuels............ — 

Other Non-Metal3 

Asbestos.. ... . . . .• . ... ...... . tons 
ieldspar.. . . .. ..... .. . . . .... .tons 
Gypsum ................. . . . . . . tons 
Quartz..... .. . . . ...... . .. . . . tons 

.tons 
Talc and soapatone........... 
Other non-metals............. — 

Total Other Non-Metals. - 

Total Fuels and Other Non-Metals 

CLAY PRODTiCriS AND OTi 
E). UJLLütL I?.fLL3  

2 9 102 9 068 43,453,601 	2,6?),728 55,305,000 
26,443,323 10 9 089,376 20,403,n,1?l 5,9L4,00O 

103,963,857 24,455,135 lO3,521 14,697,000 
303,498 0 356 37,946,359 290 0 581,122 23,772,000 
332,894,163 13,102,e36 267,850,972 r,,241,000 
267,643,505 9 0 635 0 166 236,861,153 6,019,000 

0_0_0 4, 059,494 ..3,Z23O0O 
142 1 743,764 ... 116 1 431,000 

14 9 831 9 324 52, 49 ,?%4 , 	.'0 4l,32U,u.. 
29,376 0 919 10 9 289 9 965 26,674 9 600 9,645,C 

2,84? 10 1 932 ... a.. 
122, 220 5 2 033,820  J56003, 

••• 60,184,435 •,e 

242,114 3 2 390,163 164,2Th 4,0U,u' 
26 0 796 268,469 11,t08 13T/,0UU 

1,070,966 2 1 816,788 84,192 2 1 018 0 000 
226,200 418 9 127 140,788 262,000 
271,695 1,694,631 235 9 170 2 0 515,000 

186,216 ... 165 0 000 
... 17O ... 

- 	... 15 2 217,864 ,..1,95€,COO 

... 	83,402,349 	- 	... 	CC , 

Clay products (brick, tile, 
sewer pipe, pottery, etc.).. — 

.......brls. 
Lirne....... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . tona 
Stone, and sand and gravel... - 

Total Clay Products and - 
Other Structural 1teria1s — 	... 	53,727,465 

GRD TOTA.L.................. 	 ... 279 9 873,578 

. e . 	44,849,000 

S.. 2279769,00( 

	

... 	10,59:,b?E 	... 	8,626,000 

	

11,032,55e 	17,713,007 	10,017,331 	15,722O00 

	

490,802 	4,030,3'J3 	373,812 	3,031,000 
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