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(FOR RELEASE P1 THE PRESS - MONDAY, JANU..RY 2nd, 1939) 

Canada's mi.ner.1 production was valued at 440,034,300 in 1038 compared with 

the record of 0 9 7,559,01 at rH in 07, according to a report just issued by the 

Mining, Meta1iurpi:I ': -id Chea.L hraach of the Doninion Bureau cf Statistics at Ottawa. 

Despite the four per cent decrease in the egiregate value, which resulted 

1mcst entirely from the decline in base metal prices, a falling-off in sales of some 

of the more important non-metallic minerals arid r curtailed structural materials outut, 

many outstanding develooments in the mining industry of the Dominion were reported during 

the year just past. 	Gold cutout reached a new peak and the productive field widened. 

Crude petroleum output more thn doubled. The discovery of an extensive and new coflner 

ore body at the Waite4mulet mine in 1ueec added to the economic importance of the 

property. A railway was comoletd to sarve the mining belt in the north-westerly 

section of the some province. 	Copoer, lead and zinc were prcduced in greater uenti- 

ties than ever hH're. 	C=V'n mini; tndrstry is now definitely ectablished on a 

very firm Lsi Ofl'i its succosp racts :';nuabLy on the '.';hole economic life of the 

country. 

VhLUES OF MINEVI FFLODUCTION OF CANADA, BY CLASSES 
Coal, Clay pro- 

natural gas, Other ducts and 
Year Metallics peat and crude non- other stri.c- T 0 T A L 

petroleum rnetallics tural materials 

1929 	............. 4,454,056 76,787,397 21,073,359 58,534,834 310,850,246 
1932 	........... 112,041,763 43,047,342 7,740,337 22,398,283 191,228,225 
1934 	........... 194,110,368 54,262,090 10,501,762 19,286,761 278,161,530 
1935 	........... 221,800,849 54,824,200 12,504,008 23,215,400 312 ; 344,457 
1936 	........... 250,425,194 59,933.320 16,743,117 25,770,741 361,919,372 
1937 	........... 334,165,243 35,828,379 22,405,271 34 1 889,699 457,359,092 
1938 (estimated) 322,022,000 68,059,000 19,406,030 31,147 2 000 440,634,000 

Metals as a group were valued at 322,322,000, a decrecsc of 4 per cent from 

the 1957 total of 	334,165,243. Fuels, including coal, natural gas and crude petroleum, 

totalled 68,059,003, an increase of 3 per cent. Non-metallic minerals, other than 

fuels, aggregated 19,406,000 com.ared ith 322,495,271, and the structural materials 

reached .31,147,000 as against 009, 	during the rrocedin twelve months. 
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CINADI, 1938, VIITH COMPARLTIVE FIGURES FOR 
1937. 

- 	I 9 3 7 	1 9 3 8 
- 	Quantiy 	Value 	iantityValue 

Kid 	 • fine oz. 
Estimtcd exchange on 
gold 7ro±iced 	. 

Silver 	 . fine oz. 
Nick1 	................. Tound 
Co'r'er 	................. pound 

) Ufld 
Zinc................... pound 
Platinum neta1s 	......... fine oz. 
Cobalt 	................. pound 
Other metals 	........... 

TOTAL 	............. 

NON-METLLLI CS 

Fuels 

Coal 	................... ton 15,835,954 48,752,046 14,379,000 44,626,000 
Natural 	Gas 	............ M cu.ft. 32,330,991 11,674,802 33,351,000 1J.,915,030 Petroleum, 	crude 	....... bri. 2,943,750 5,300,353 6,070,000 11,514,000 Peat 	................... ton 478 2,376 700 4,020 

TOTAL ... 65,828,819 ... 63,059,000 

Industrj al.Minerals 

Abto 	............... ton 410,026 14,505,791 271,302 12,262,030 Feldsnar 	............... ton 21,346 178,222 14,526 123,000 
Gypsum 	................. ton 1,047,187 1,540,483 975,356 1,442,300 Magnesitic-do1oj ... 077,207 ... 443,000 Quartz 	(a) 	............. ton 1,377,448 1,129,011 1,467,917 1,004,000 

1t 	................... ton 458,957 1 9 709,465 464,94 1,874,000 Sodium sulhte 	........ ton 79884 618028 65,404 565,000 
Sulphur 	................ ton 130,915 1 1 154,992 111,799 1 3 362,000 Talc and soastone .•. 163,814 .. 133,000 
Other non-metallics(b) ... 725,758 ... 405,030 

TOTIL 	.............. . ... 22,405,271 19,496,000 

CLAY PFODUCTS lND OTfli: 
STRUt Tt.TRL MATERIILS 

Clay Products (brick, 	tile, 
se7er pipe, 	etc.) ... 4,516,859 ... 4,210,000 Cement 	................. bri o,1,971 9,095,807 5,474,755 8,241,000 

Linie 	................... ton 549,353 5,824,017 474,401 3,182,000 
Stone, sand and gravni ... 17,432,056 ... 15,514,000 

TOTAL ... 34,869,699 ... 31,10,000 

GRAND TOTAL ... 457,359,092 ... 440,634,000 

(x) Includes volue of ar?nic, bismuth, cadmium, cuicksi1ver, selenium, tcUrium ..nd titanium ore. 

Includes low grade silica sand used for fluxing aurpooes, 

Includes mica, nepheiine-syenit.e, etc. 



.1 	:Ls 

ontnuea 	From Nov Scolia on the :astt0 
itish 	Ujju 	r I 'e 	i j 	1erritris to the north, 'e developments were 
riodically rcrjortcd 	EnL rgerirnt nd 1iovcr-nt rDgrmrne ver conducted. . t m ny 
i tnd 'efl bt.'nl1,hcd mlnr., ti 	rc 	r oi t d. ti-ie crrnony of tv curing of the  

first gold brick at several noc m:Llis; the mining news conthind accounts of new 
• properties being explored and mills under construction in fields th't had been e:p1oited 

in earlier years t.nd viere now being re-daveloceci under the stimuJus of 35.0O geld. In 
roTnotQ oreac several new mines rere developed, larglr  by rce:no of that relatively new 

• 	transportation medium, the .croul.ne. Tc cover in detii tha mny new develo, ,mcnto in 
1. gold mining is beyona the co.'e o f t.ic rr'ort. 	iowev.r, iigurs - cak for the:se1.ves. 

In January,, 1936, gold cro'i.uction was in the neigriourhoo cL' 33i,C: fine cunca; and 
during the latter months of the year it hc1 grown to over 4,103 fine ounci.'s with a 
high in July of 4l,i'0 fine ounces. Nt only Ic gold r.rorJl]ccd cy the so-coiled gold 
mines hut substantial uantities c' recovered from b'se mrta. ares. 	Indeed, the Noranda 
conner property in Quebec is Ccziadall third largest gold producer. 

Canadian gold outnut from all ourcec reached a grond total of 4, 37', 305 fine 
ounces worth $164,501,000 in 109, a gain of 14 per cent over 1-97 when r'roc1 uction 
totalled 4,390,213 fine ounces worth 14,326,493. 	The value of Cen'da's :old, pro- 
duction in 1938 was 51 per cent of th total value of Canadi.an primary metals production 
and 37 per cent of the tctl value of the entire Canadian mineral industry. 

PRODTJCTION OF GOLD IN Ch.NADA for the CiLENDR YIF. 127 and ESTI:TFD PRODUCTION for 1938 
1 9 3 7 	 1 9 5 8 

Fine ounces 	Value 	Fine ounces 	Value 
s. 

Nova Scotia 
Quebec............................. 
Ontario - 
Porcupine................... 
Kirkland Lnk 	.. . ................ 

Other............................ 
Total Ont rio .............. 

	

19,918 	696,931 	25,700 	90,740 

	

711,480 	2464,685 	895,015 	31,494,301 

1,120,525 39,207,170 1,248,690 43 ; 910,184 
T92,446 34,970,615 1,028,424 36,1.34,530 
467124 i6344,669 534,334 20,565687 

00J122,454 2,861,9.6 100,640,401 

Manitoba 	........................... 157,249 5,526,636 182,652 6,669,113 
Saskatchewan 	....................... 65,886 2,5O5,:51 48,500 1 9 705,503 
Alberta 	............................ 46 24 344 
British 	Columbio 	.............. ..... 505,357 17,C90,236 506,S31 20,635,912 
Yukon and N;rthwost Territories . ... 4.7,92 1, 67l, D90 71,415 2 511, 330 

CNAD1......................... 4,095 1 213 143, 	,49 4,G7953b 164,561,123 

In 1957 the estimated overage nrlce of a trey ounce r,f fine gold, in Canadian 
funds, was 34.99 and in .1938 the corresnonding price v.'as ;35.165, 

COPPER - Canadian copper nroduction established EL new high outout record durLng 
the year just past. 	Output stood at 585,521,538 rounds as against 550,028,615 rounds 
in 1937, an increase of lOper cent but, owing to lower average 'rices, the value at 
$57,876,000 was 16 per cent under the previous year. 	Ontario is Cansdas premier 
copper producing province, the source here being the nickel-copper ores of the Sudhury 
district. 	Noranda is the outstanding producer in Quebec, other important mines in the 
same district being the Aldermac, Waite-Amulet, and Normetal. 	At Bustils, Quebec, 
Canada' s oldest coprer mine was continu:usly operated by the Consolidated Cooper and 
Sulphur Company, Ltd. 

As a result of careful geological study and a o'rogramme of diamond drilling, 
a copper deposi.t of major importance was rerorted as being discovered at the Waite-
Amulet Mines Ltd.. This ore occurs at a. dc,r.th of about 1,000 foet below the surface 
and present indications suggest on ore body of major economic importance, though some 
time must elapse before it can be developed ready for production. 	Copoer concentrates 
at present coming from the Waite-Amulet and Normot?1 are being smolted at Noranda and 
those from the Aldermac and Consolidated Cooper and Sulr'hur Company, Ltd.., are exported. 
A olant is now being er'cted at the Aldcrr.c to produce eleientol sulphur from oyritic 
concentrates with a. cure iron oxide a a by-product. 



P rJ 	rr'1Lctln 	iIuJson Dy Mining and Smelting Company, Ltd., from 
I' 	Fun Flon and Sherritt Gordon mines was considerably above that of 1937. 

uction from the Britannia mine on Howe Sound in British Columbia was about the some 
in the previous year and the output of the Granhy at Copper Mountain was greater than 

-fl 1937 as a result of continuous operations being maintained throughout the entire 
t':elve months. 

NICKEL - Nickel production was about 7 ner cent less than in 1937 at 
P32,305,951 pounds valued at 53,6G6,000. 	These figures include the electrolytic 
nickel and nickel in nickel orida made at Port C'Dlborne, Ontario, together with the 
nickel in matte exported by the International Nickel Company and by the Falconbride 
iückel Miris Ltd.. Uses for this metal are constantly widening as e result of intensive 
research work. 

LID - Over 98 per cent of Canada's lead production comes from British 
Columbia, the princinal source in thflt province being the great Sullivan silver-lead- 
zinc mine at Kimberloy. 	Output totalled 417,399,800 nounds, an increase of one per 
cent over 1037 but, owing to the drop in averrge price from 5.1 cents in 1937 to 3.35 
cents in 1958 (London prices transposed to Canadian funds), the total value of the 
production was 34 per aent levier at 13,987,000. 	Lead production from the Mayo Camp 
in the Yukon was less than last year. 

ZINC - Zinc outv'ut, including the refined zinc made at Trail and at FUn Flon, 
Manitoba, and zinc in concentrates e:oorted by the Consolidated Mining & Smelting 
Company of Canada, Limited, in British Columbia, and the Normetal mine in northwestern 
Qo.ebec totalled 374,615,462 pounds as against 370,337,589 pounds in 1937, an increase of 
one per cont. 	As in the case of lead, zinc prices were considerably levier in 1938 
and the total value of production at $11,538,000 was 36 per cent less than last year. 

SILVER - Silver is associated with practically every metallic ore mined in 
Canada. 	Production totalled 21,906,709 fine ounces which, when valued at an average 
price for the year of 43.491 cents per fine ounce (New York prices in Canadian funds), 
was worth 9,527,000, a drop of 5 per cent in quantity and 8 per cent in value. British 
Columbia's production constituted 50 per cent of the total, principally from the 
Consolidated Mining and Snelting Comrn.ny. 	0nt.aro's production was over four million 
ounces, more than half of which was recovered from nickel-cooper ores, the remainder 
coming from the silver-cobalt and gold ores of the province. 

PLATINUM METALS - Canada is the wor1d' s largest producer of alatinun metals. 
This is a result of the tremendcus increase in recent years in the production of nickel-
copper ores with which these precious metals are assoc±ated. 	Output of the metals of 
the platinum group in 1030 totalled P82,711 fine ounces valued at C8,652,030 as egoinst 
259,206 fine ounces valued, at9,5;2,598 in 1937,an increase of 9 per cent in quantity 
but a drop of 13 per cent in value. 

MISCELLANEOUS - Cobalt output, including cobalt metal and cobalt in oxides 
made at Deloro, Ontario, and cobalt in ores exnorted, totalled 549,982 pounds, an 
increase of 8 per cent over last year. 	The uses of "stellite" - a cobalt-chromium- 
tungsten alloy - as a lathe tool and in other places where resistance to wear is of 
prime importance, are constantly growing. 

Selenium and tellurium are produced by the Ontario Refining Company, Ltd., 
at Copper Cliff, Ontario, and the Canadian Copper Refiners, Montreal East, Qucbec the 
metals are recovered in the treatment of blister copper from Fun Flon, Copper Cliff, 
and Noranda. 	Selenium output was slightly under that for 1937 while tellurium showed 
a gain over last year. 	Cadrnurn output )  which is produced as a by-product in the 
refining of zinc at Trail and Fun Flon, was less than in the previous year. 

At Greet Bear Lake, in the Northwest Territories, activities were carried on 
unabated thring the year and the tremendous handicaps which accompany mining activities 
in that distant area are graduolly being overcome. Radium ores are shipped to the 
comany's refinery at Port Hope, Ontario. 	Arrangements were completed during the year 
with the Eldorado Mines Ltd. for the re-organization and the re-financing of Bear 
Exploration and Radium. 	An intensive lnvostig7tio of the property will be undertaken 
with the officers of the Eldorado mine in charge. 	The value of Canada's radium 
nroduction is not published. 



	
P 	f i:t:i1 r .rjL::a 	rauction in 1938 of mercury from . cinnabar 

:'ty i the Bridge River district of British Columbia. 	Spain, Italy and the United 
the chief sources of the worldts quicksilver. 

a iron ore has been produced in Canada since 1923 and last year the Algorca 
$aa1 Coruaration began the active development of the New He1n mine in the Michiricoten 

	

irea. 	The original schedule, which called for haviaig the plant in operation during the 
foil of 1938, was interrupted in April this year but activitlea at the property have 
been resunied and the nresent plans indicate that the mine and proposed sintering plant 
will he in production by July, 1939. 

F U E L S 

CCAL - Coal producticr. in Canada during 1938 declined 9 per cent to 14,379,363 
tons from the 1937 total of 15,035,954 tons. 	Novo Scotia's output was 15 per cent 
lower New Brunswick's, 10 per cent; Saskatchewan's, 4 per cent; Alberta's, 4 aer cent, 
and British Columbia's, 11 per cent. 

airing the eleven months ending November, 1938, Canada imported 12,613,784 tons 
compared with 15,247,915 tons a ycar age. 	Anthracite importations from the United 
States during the eleven months increased slightly to 1,818,975 tons; from Great Britain, 
4 per cent to 1,160,749 toils; from Germany, 47 per cent, to 392,680 tans, and from 
Belgium, over three hundred per cent to 34,182 tons. 	During the period under review, 
Canada received 36,249 tons of anthr.cite from the Netherlands and 30,302 tons from French 
Indo-China; none was received from these sources in 1937. 	In 1937 a trial shipment 
of 78 tons of anthracite was roceived from Morocco; this year, 19,645 tone were received 
from this source. 	Imports of bituminous coal during the pariod consisted of 9,006,242 
tons from the United States, 65,133 tans from Great Britain, 34,258 tons from Germany, 
and 417 tons from Japan. 

OUTPUT OF COAL IN CANADL BY PROVINCES, durinz 1937 and 1038 
1 	9 3 	7 1 9 	3 	8 

Short tons Value Short tons Value 

Nova 	Scotia 	............. 7,256,954 25,643,818 6,274,473 22,780,423 
New Brunswick 364,714 1480,611 326,359 1,090 7 446 
Manitoba. 	................ 3,172 7,709 2,621 6,554 
Saskatchewan 	............ 1,049,348 1,494,337 1,005,577 1,582,269 
Alberta 

Bituniinous 	............ 
Sub-bituminous 

2,413,734 
506,260 

6,975,163 
1,314,196 

2,282,920 
48,lSl 

6,571,421 
1 1 274,370 

Lignite 	............... 
Total Alberta 

British Colunibin. 	........ 
Yukon 	................... 

2,642,795 
5,5C2832 

1,598,043 

24 

6,274,547 
14,563,911 
5063,849 

812 

2569,226 
5,340,07 
1,430,027 

6,312,146 
14,157,957 
5,2Yi,593 

CANADA 15,8.5,954 48,752,048 14,379,363 44,626,222 

IMPORTS OF ANTHRACITE COAL INTO CANADA, BY MONTHS, FROM THE UNITED STATES, GREAT BRITAIN, 
GERMANY and RTJSSIA (x) (Short tons) 

	

UNITED STATES 	GREiT BRiTAIN 	GERNNY 	RUSSIA 
1937 	1938 	1937 	038 	1937 	1958 	1937 	1938 

January .. 136,298 170,952 15,002 7,527 6,480 5,721 
February . 134,301 161 0 173 23,012 11,438 6,046 ... 
March 	.... 150,554 164,100 13,640 21,171 2 1 148 4,140 
April 	.... 228,252 110,502 41,436 35,316 73 
May 221,042 181,754 124,198 166,802 10,535 60,206 14,103 
June 165,816 267,821 154,049 144,464 44,319 44,426 13,620 
July i42,30 161,541 172,618 157,094 32,042 73,956 48,139 	14,952 
August 	... 30,112 118,534 138,760 142,369 41,622 48,931 48,584 
September. 127,153 143,456 133,358 184,299 41,090 56,716 14,002 
October .. 197,528 177,352 163,5?8 126,414 29,874 46,745 22,308 
November . 232,517 152,740 128,733 163,855 51,987 51,740 - 

December . 178,118 20,621 7,430 
TOTAL - C-Jendnr 
Year 	.... 1,994,319 1,134 2 555 273.396 160,632 

TOTAL - ELEVEN I0NTHS ending 
NOVER . 1,013,975 1,169,749 92,68O 14,952 
x) In addition Canada imoorted 8, 141 tons from Be1ium and 78 tons from Morocco in 1937 

and 36,249 tons from the Netherlands, 34 182 tong from Begiwn, 30,30 tons from 
French Indo-China, ariJ 10,645 tone frorii ñorccco in 1938. 



. :JDNTHS, FROM THE UNITED STATES, GREAT B1ITAIN, P U.\NY AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 
(Short tons) 

tJNi:hi SE1$ GREAT FRITAJ.N GERMANY OTHER COUNTRIES 
- 143 107  057 108 1937 	1919 

:ivary 	. 31408 261,2:t1 2 1 125 6,920 1,743 
453,38 301,082 2,417 6,855 927 ri1 	

.... 636,838 394,060 6,440 5,327 3,023 
May 31,358 923,008 52 7,239 1,109 ... 8 
June 1,537,632 1,145,741 6,514 2,889 22,067 8,114 
July 1,485,683 1,046,084 9,424 8,312 2,020 8,112 235 
Auist 	... 1,454,179 1,116,122 5,554 12,318 131 2,022 30 
September. 1,304,113 1,137,860 2,402 2,310 ... 8,115 
October .. 1,417,884 1,077,331 3,013 3,375 8,041 ... 40 
November . 1,434,385 1,269,546 6,537 5,920 7,831 7,895 
December . 554,462 6,688 6,369 
TOTAL - CALENDAR 
YEAR 	.... 12,338,938 56,073 54,061 313 

TOTAL - ELEVEN MONTHS ending 
NOVEMBER . 0,006,242 65453 34,258 417 

NATURAL GAS - An advance of 3 per cent was recorded in the production of 
natural gas in Canada during 1936 compared with the preceding year; the totals were 
33,351,000 thousand cubIc feet and 32,380,921 thousand cubic feet, resrective1y. 

CRUDE PETROLEUM - The production of crude netroleum and natural gasoline in 
Canada in 1938 set up a new high record at 6,870,000 barrels worth 11,514,000; the 
previous high mark of 2,943,750 barrels valued at .5,399,353 was reached in 1937. The 
Turner Valley field in Alberta continued to be the focal point of interest in the 
petroleum industxy in Canada. 	Luring lOSS, to the end of November, 38 new wells were 
drilled into production and, at the end of this period, drilling oerations were in 
orogress on 15 other wells. 	As the market for petroleum products from Turner Valley 
oil is at oresent confined to the three Prairie Prorinces, the output is on a nro ration 
basis, the allowable croduction being governed by the demand. 	Production in this field 
reached its peak in September when 863,229 barrels were produced in the following month 
the output was lower at 663,578 barrels. 	With the seasonal decline in demand the 
November and December outputs were considerably reduced. On December 5th the Alberta 
Oil and Gas Resources Commission set the daily allowable output for all Turner Valley 
wells, exceeding a depth of 3,500 feet, at 12,500 barrels. 

NON-METALLIC MINERALS, OTHER THAN FUELS 

Production of non-metallic minerals, other than fuels, aggregated C19,406,000 
in value as against $22,495,271 in 1937. 	Asbestha production at :12,262,000 was down 
15 per cent in vaiue and gypsttm, w'nich Canad-a exports in large quantities, was off 7 per 
cent in quantity and 6 per cent in value. 	Salt :roduction totalled 464,994 pounds 
worth $1,874,000, a slight increase in quantity and value over last year. 	Thare was a 
reduction in sales of sodium sulphate and magnesitic-dolomite. 	Sulphur, including the 
elemental sulphur made at Trail, sulphur in sulphuric acId made at Trail and at Cooper 
Cliff, and sulphur in r'yrites shioped, totalled 111,799 tons worth 1,062,000. 	Sales 
of talc and soapstone were less than in 1957. 	Feldsoar production showed e. falling--off 
but the demand for nepheline-syenite increased. 	The production of nerheline-syenitc 
in Canada is comparatively recent. 	This mineral is used to a considerable extent in 
the manufacture of glass. 

An interesting development in the non-metallic field was the discovex7, by 
one of the officers of the Federal Dureau of Minos, at Rutherglen, Ontc.rio, and at 
Brrson, Quebec, of brucIte-hearing limestone. 	l3rucite, a hydrated magnesium ocide 
contains a higher rercentage of magnesium than magnesite and can be utili:ed for the 
manufacture of refractory material for linin metailurdcal furnaces. 	It has value 
also as a potential source of magnesium metal. 



Jdes of jtructur: I materials declined II per cent in l93 to C31,147,000 r rnjrred with 134,369,699 in the previous yerr. 	Clay products was off 7 per cent in 
v:Iue to 4,210,UOO; cement sales totalled 5,474,755  barrels worth 08,241,000 as 
against 6,168,971 barrels valued ?t  9,095,867 in 1937. 	Sales of lime at $15,514,000 
were 11 per cent less. 	Using the sales of clay products, cement and lime as a base 
and comparing these.fiires with those of last year in relation to stone and sand and 
gravel, it was estimated that sales of ston2 and sand and gravel in 1938 will be 
approximately $15,514,000 
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