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TALC AND SOAPSTONE, 1936.

i

Production in Canada of talc and soapstone, both crude and refined,
totalled $177,270 in 1936 as compared with a value of $171,532 in 1935, according
to finally revised statistics issued by the Mining, Metallurgical and Chemical
Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. Soapstone production
during 1936 came entirely from the Eastern Townships in Quebec and was valued at
$32,770. Talc production in 1936 totalled 14,508 short tons worth $144,500.

The mineral was produced chiefly in the Madoc district, Hastings county, Ontario;
in British Columbia a relatively small tonnage was shipped from a property operated
at Anderson Lake in the Lillooet mining district. The western production of

talc was utilized principally in the manufacture of roofing materials. Ontario
talc is of high quality and was shipped almost wholly in the refined state with
various grades being marketed in the Dominion and foreign countries. It is
employed chiefly in the cosmetic, rubber, paper, textile, and roofing industries.
Soapstone, as produced in Quebec, was shipped in both the crude and dressed

state and was consigned principally to the pulp and paper industry.

Shipments of talc and soapstone ranging from 50 tons to 1,420 tons were
made from Canadian deposits during the period 1886 to 1906. Prior to 1900 the
production consisted mainly of impure talc and soapstone shipped from Quebec.

It was not until 1900 that mining operations were commenced on the high
grade talc deposits of the Madoc district. Ground talc was shipped from this
district in 1906. Production advanced in value during the ensuing years until
in 1927 the all-time high record output of $236,105 was attained for these

‘minerals.
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Although it is known that early settlers made use of soapstone from
deposits in Quebec for lining fireplaces and ovens and for foetwarmers, the first
official records of the mining of socapstone are for 1871 when 300 tons valued at
$1,000 were shipped from a deposit in Bolton township, Brome county.

The talc of the Madoc area is of foliated type, has a good white colour,
and occurs as a series of vertical veins or bands in white erystalline dolomite.
Near Broughton, in Quebec, crude, lump talc, from a band cutting the soapstone
body, and soapstone weste are shipped to a Montreal grinding plant. In addition
to its use as a furnace material, Quebec soapstone is utilized in the manufacture
of stoves, mantels, interior trim, ornaments, crayons, etc. The Bureau of Mines,
Ottawa, reports that a recent development which may seriously affect the demand
for soapstone for pulp-mill use is the introduction of a new type of water
cooled alkali-recovery furnace; this is of steel construction, only the base
being built of soepstone blocks.
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Imports of talc and soapstone during 1936 totalled 2,936 short tons
valued at $43,185 and of these, 2,548 tons valued at $32,083 came from the
United States and 275 tons worth $7,731 from Italy. Exports of talc during
1936 amounted to 10,222 short tons valued at $102,071 compared with 8,927 short
tons at $90,823 in 1935,

The number of firms reported as being active in the industry during
1936 totalled 7 of which 3 were located in Quebec, 3 in Ontario and 1 in British
Columbia. Capital employed during 1936 amounted ‘to $647,929 and $70,935 were
distributed as salaries and wages to 85 employeeS. The cost of fuel and
purchased electricity used in 1936 was $21,669 and the vslue of explosives and
various other process supplies consumed totalled $11,723, The net value of
sales was estimated at $143,878 compared with $134,121 in 1935.

The Canadian price for domestic crude talc in 1936 approximated
$6 per short ton while prices per short ton for the milled product ranged from
$9 to $17.50, depending upon the grade and quality. Crude soepstone ranged
in price from $1.50 to $2.00 per short tons; dressed soapstone ranged up to
approximately $28 per short ton depending on grade and specifications.

Table 1 - PRINCIPAL STATISTICS OF THE TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY IN CANADA,
1935 and 1936,

iLugn3s > oNigiG

NGEBSr<O  £ITMB < caccsccsvossoassosbosscassses 8 @
Chplitisie SR el = Ji B 2884 o0 Tale ve s onels § 639,501 647,929
Number of employees - On 88lary .ccccesccccocs 0.2 15
UnNWaCEsH ' Krois sk 375 s o slslo o 82 70

Qa3 SRR % o . S 94 85

Salaries and wages - Salaries .....cocccccccc 25,662 26,526
Wagel .. AGL0%00 0 Dl 44,141 44,409

o 0 MERCORERNL & > NP o 69,803 70,935

Selling value of products (gross) ...ccssvsceo $ 171,532 177,270
Cost of fuel and purchased electricity ....... $ 23,774 21,669
Cost of explosives and other process supplies. § 13,687 1 ;728
Selling value of products {net) .....c..cocco. $ 134,121 143,878

Table 2 - CAPITAL FMPLOYED, BY CLASSES; 1934, 1935 and 1936.

1934 i W L 1 968
i ¢ ¢

Present value of lands, buildings, fixtures.

machinery, tools and other equipment ..... &07,14% BC A, 4RO 56y 643
Inventory value of materials on hand,

stocks in process, fuel and miscellaneous

supplies on hand c.cssovccocscoscsasscaas s 75 380 4,470 7,042
Inventory value of finished products on hand 8,410 55997 7,741
ORSTd TR CREIET o o5 200 Pdped@oaas esine e oo o SIE RG] 62,605 71,503

TOTAL V0B OG0OD990RCV0C0DVDAICA0CEN0AOR 640’194 659,501 647’929
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Table 3 -~ WAGE-EARNFRS, BY MONTHS, 1952 - 1936,

Month 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936
JanAYY f4osssnencese 66 66 88 102 53
HEbFrNAYY Sosscsceccos 67 75 93 100 61
MENCH . 9l ceccenossie 68 78 a7 %1 54
AL . ot o s vusisee 67 47 87 89 72
MEREIROP. Woie o [s¥bse s's eNele 5ia » 80 86 96 88 77
JUNE coesososenassero 79 87 81015 84 63
| Y 79 82 95 87 79
August deveseescesacs 80 94 Jdaltl 70 83
September .cececevece 85 97 97 71 84
October ...secc00essos 82 89 1 62 79
November .cccscsesecs 82 9% 106 21 70

December e 0000 Oecaes 75 85 110 82 61

In the entire talc and soapstone industry during 1936 there were three
firms operating in Quebec, three in Ontario and one in British Columbia, and of
the total employees engaged and salarles and wages paid during the year, 33 persons
and $14,796 were credited to the province of Quebec.

Table 4 — NUMBER OF WAGE-EARNERS IN MONTH OF HIGHEST EMPLOYMENT WHOSE REGULAR
HOURS PER WEEK WERE -

Hours 1935 1936 Hours 1935 1936

No. No. » No. No.
40 O!‘ 1333 oe0®0 7 1 56 - 59 GoeeQaeQ 10 -e 0
48 2980908 Ce0® 0N 56 00 60 @D000QP0CO0eS 30 29
51 =8 55 ccaoceoeso0o 1 2 OVeI‘ 60 Qe ooeoa 12 «0o0
54 $5$000092000000 4 49

Table 5 - FUEL AND ELECTRICITY USED, 1935 and 1936,

Unit of TS9N 13 5 iL"E9 .36

Item measure Quantity Value Quanti ty Va;ue
Bituminous coal - Canadian .. tons 163 1,037 192 Ly 217

Foreign ... tons ° de 5 8 oy I
Anthracite coal ....cee0es... tons 39 244 34 221
BRERRE . 2ot T boe s D LEL, 3,060 643 1,600 304
BEEOBANE < 5o o's spiisge + » o 5 LMD g8L s 80 16 20 4
fuel oil and diesel oil . Imp.gal. 2,080 237 1,560 179
IO 51 B d s o o AEIPE o o0 - ST« b COBE 20 50 10 30

Electricity purchased .c.c.o.. E-W.Ho 1,573,767 21,547 1,249,914 19,714
mTAL e POO00O0OVOe0 s e L 9oa 25;774 006 2;1669
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Table 6 — POWER EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION, 1936.

Number of Horse power -
— units manufacturers' rating
Diesel engj-nes T O 080000 GPLOESOSPOESeESON e l 25
Other gaS engines Seess s et eees0ssesRORES S 4 50

Electric motOI'S 60T O0OGPOEPLPBILIVDIITESIVOEEOSEDSESS 20 598 LAy

&

Table 7 — PRODUCTION OF TALC AND SOAPSTONE IN CANADA, 1927 — 1936.

Year Value Year Value
$ $
1927 o9 eetsas T O 256’105 1932 GO PO 0eote9 seODBeSe 159’038
1928 000 % OGSO TR ED O 219,358 1955 ® OSSO0 000G *HSOSes3aae 190,836
1929."°'0°.....C¢.Q 229,198 1934 090 0HO®SGSPeTsOGCOSOS 180’777
1950 9 asestsesvoVvase O 186,216 1955 90000000 OGESLSSIOSEBSO 171,532
1951 ® P00 9SS0 ODOO NS 157,085 1956 O ee 00802 e00000R eSS 177’270

Table 8 - PRODUCTION (SALES) IN CANADA, IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF TALC AND SOAPSTONE,
1934, 1935 and 1936.

U892 e 1935 I ERERE
Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
Tons 3 Tons i Tons
PRODUCTION -
Soapstone (Quebec) .eeececaos ee. 44,207 oes 32,053 PRRRE.. M
Talc - Ontario ceevcceeeeee.. 13,934 135,978 13,710 138,161 14,461 143,701
British Columbia ..... 25 502 93 1,318 47 799
VIR CRPDN ... oo oal.s ... 180,275 ee LGSR coo LTTHET0
IMPORTS -
Talc or soapstone, ground or
unground -
From - United Kingdom ...... 13 5,875 0.25 18 0.50 40

United States ....... 2,496 29,812 2,214 29,431 2,548 32,063
Italy and other
courttEiles” s vonaisies 280 9,218 480 15,054 S87. i 0g7

TOTAL IMPORTS evoeveoeeess. 2,897 44,905 2,694 44,503 2,936 43,185

EXPORTS -
Tale -
To - United Xingdom .evo.... 1,046 14,728 930 9,660 1,368 12,957
United States ......... 8,151 85,535 7,947 80,504 8,742 87,907
Oth.er COLIn'tI‘ieS 090 0ese 189 5;567 50 659 112 l 9 207

TOTAL EXPORTS +evececeesss. 9,386 103,631 8,927 90,8235 10,222 102,071
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Table 9 — PRODUCTION OF TALC AND SOAPSTONE, JANUARY 1 to JUNE 30, 1936 and 1937,

) G REST (3] i T
Quantity Value Quantity Value
Tons ¢ Tons .3
Soapstone (Quebec) cceevocess st L2 s i = 11,516
Talc . OﬂtariO G900 >32P2020000090 6’952 69’755 6’241 60,485
BTitiSh Columbia 60032 @ ® o9 v oe L K e
TOTAL P9 S PDOOSOSESSIS oeQ 81’466 oo e 72,001

Table 10 - CONSUMPTION OF TALC IN CANADA, BY INDUSTRIES, as REPORTED TO THE ANNUAL
CENSUS OF MANUFACTURES, 1934, 1935 and 1936.

1 BRI N TACOLENS Nas s ..
Industries Cost at Cost at ' Cost at
Tons works Tons works Tons works

$
Electrical Apparatus ..cescoccess 97 2,299 168 4,297 (a) (a)
PAINES. 40 00sbo0000sssessescansses 1,676 40,926 1,811 45,654 1,948 47,578
Soaps and cleaning preparations . 184 2,956 139 2,583 128 2,680
Toilet preparations o............ 402 24,714 504 29,250 397 22,393

Medicinals and pharmaceuticals .. 85 3,752 103 6,269 (a) (a)
Polishes 00 ¢80 DHOOONIDOCESSSON 1 27 1 32 lo 222
Products from imported clays .... 76 1,982 Brele C ot ook e de

Prepared roofing .cceceseccsseess 1,546 20,448 1,563 16,034 1,839 21,500
mlp and paper ©IO0ONQOHe QOISO ODO YOO 1’482 25’895,‘,]4:’561 24’652 1’124 22,497
Total Accounted for CPDPIVIVO9IOQ 5, 549 120, 979 5,448 128’771 oae Q0w

(a) Not yet complete.

Table 11 - WORLD’S PRQDUCTION OF TALC, 1933 - 1935, (Taken from the Imperial
Institute’s publication "The Mineral Industry of the British Empire
and Foreign Countries")

(Long tons)

Producing Country L 98N8 1934 9.3 8

BRITISH FEMPIRE
United Kingdom 0200000000920 93eV0I32000E9 166 2eaQ oo
Union Of South Africa 9000028920000 GeeeC 276 215 299
Geiandn (salds) T8) "6ihes cdeescdicoscdsnn 13,554 12,463 12,324
India- U B TVU0092002D000DIIIVIAICGI900eeeeS 17’048 9’575 12’596
"tuﬁil‘&:‘li; 0032000992 3200009000%® 8900320899020 1’769 1’759 1’442

FOREIGN COUNTRIES
T ST e S e S I TN O 25,000 30,188 30,254
bulgaria ®9 002990 GEOV0GISO000DIVDOOTIOOS S O Q0D 15 15
B o L sl oe & o 5 o o 8 1,150 1,561 (a)
Francg D QP GO V0 OCOSO0OSSOROOIIVOOPTVODI VOO D eO 76,250 67’812 (a)
Gapniny (Bl 6. o5 ceocostshndosansess 5,026 6,824 3,900
Greece @00 90 AI VOV A00IVOIVAEIOCABBOOHe PO 1’252 116 543
[ta]-y #0000 V0O GORPOO0O0® >0 OST D eV I0 e 55’909 37’042 41,014
Noma.y 9 900000000 0®2ITTODIENSEIVTINGT SO . 19,571 27’285 27’543
Roumania OO0 J20 90+ 99090 AINOCOSTELOATe T O 1’094 1’902 1’966
Spain (b) COPOQGOVUOIOTE®ESAIDAIDOIDATISD GO T O 5’682 10,750 (a)

SWBden 2703000803399V 0A080I68320000000%2esH 4’650 6’598 5’967

4
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Table 11 - WORLD'S PRODUCTION OF TALC, 1933 - 1935, (concluded)

(Long tons) -

Producing Country 1 49=5 83 1954 1-9[15%5
FOREIGN COUNTRIES (concluded)

Egypt DD IDBPLOOVVIRAILYIIDIAION VYV IO OO U I 2*491 29562 560
Morocco (French) (exports) ....ocesoe 518 776 709
United States (s8les) cocccvscecssosce 148,235 123,665 154,211
BRI it & 2 B o B0k L ARV, e o 20 42 178
R (Gmpoits) -..cs00iheausesabsal 1,250 2,595 1,181
"MmlchouMO" COYOVODOYODODVDEIVDRIOODILDOOO 61g444 64’000 (a)
China QO UIDOOD0DITIOUVYUIINVNOIVLIVIVIIINDIICOD 590% S,OOO (a»

— ——

Tale is also produced in U.S.S.R. (Russia)

(2) Information not available.
(b) In addition the following were quarried: 3,30l cubic yards in 1933, and
2,590 cubic yards during 1934.
(¢) Excluding soapstone, which is only recorded by value and was as followss
1985 Lc.s0ncnsene. £ 104680
T CENRSURSIRIEY 3 (Y. )
11 LD R

Table 12 —~ WORLD'S IMPORTS OF TALC, 1933 - 1935. (Less Re-exports)
(Taken from the Imperial Institute’s publication "The Mineral Industry
of the British Empire and Foreign Countries")

{Long tons)
Importing Country 1eE 5 195354 19398
BRITISH EMPIRE
United Kingdom UV D200 UITIROOLIFIYUICODDID D 189785 189828 25,025
Seychelles 602000000 DP0UVYIIVDAICAIOIVOI0W 2 %) 7
C&nada CO9P SO0V O0OIIOVOOVEPRPOO0OIVIOIOO OV 19919 2’586 2,405
Cy’prus P00 000000000000 000P0000W0V00000 B4® 166 177
Australia DVOUIQOA2LN000VDIO000D00900ROCEOT 405 405 551
FOREIGN COUNTRIES
Albmia O OVVVUUILOOEOIVNIVIOSDDOLIIDIO DO (a') 91 26
Augtria 6099 0DUIDVDGOOIDOIVBIGOGBOVLOOD 45 diLs 462
Belgi\m*Luxemburg Equ 0390303039209 00 53522 5,058 5,885
AR ERRRICYE " 95 0500 0500600 5B osdwan 3,503 3,586 3,796
Denmark OIDOVOOVUOEOUOBIOUVOOQVWER2I2C@OTDCO 1»y'747 19985 2,514
Esmnia I I PVUOBOOOQ P20V IOCVDODIAIASCIOL D 75 154 6(:‘
Finland (total imports) ..csecocccoso 1,005 1,976 773
Fratlce 00030 IB0000000D0ODIDIIVAVIVIDV0DDS 43297 5,477 3,538
Gemany P0P000009DO0BIIVOOOIUDDIDIAIOODD 259120 319552 24,52:3
Latﬁa CADVOOOOOVVO00GEDIVIVINDIDVNGIIOCISOEOEOD 125 124 = 18:‘)
Lithuania 00000 VOUOB00V0000ROVE00DOD 45 49 21
Poland DO O S OVODIIVIOEDOVWO0VDIDIPIDOONG LD 29525 2’956 5,211

Romania 2QUUUOOYUVORUDOIVQUVOSRDIV2IBID 506 181 141
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Table 12 - WORLD'S IMPORTS OF TALC, 1933 - 1935. (Less re-exports) (concluded)

(long tons)
Importing Country 1938 1934 1985
FOREIGN COUNTRIES (Concluded)

’-y YugOS].avj.a 0900000 G30000UPN000OI000E 645 587 446
NG El & Wl MR Tolare s ¢ o o saolbldtelo. o o 0 201 363 459
I A R oot SR o tcx et o fo 0 @ s 0re afo 0 010 8 bie o o 1,782 1,542 908

A B 3o ke o0« o conini®oboo o o masie bipse o 12 20 R3
Tunis G000 P00BA0800000E0C0000808008C00 364 441 424
Guatemala 0090008 000000000000GIGLGDLOGESEE® 6 10 g
Meﬁco 00 0U000BUG00ONEEIC030S0CS0EREGED 327 343 264
BERAREALES, 55 o« setienseesssovcuimens 104,614 18,169 21,337
Argentina C00008000VDE0002808000RECRT 1’964 1’691 1,479
Chile 9D 0 O0VU0UOBEBVRPONGAIDIOEDOVBBAD0 80 6 17 57
RTINS, . S50, s oieio < /Sl Sinis o aiaje ajaze sioialsio 250 20 152
Pem 2000 U000 0000EUOEO009ES0000SSD S 101 107 128
Venezuel& 003000000G008000000000000 8@ 13 i8S 50
[T e I & e (8o s re Rppl 6 steros0 0 BPole o @ o @ e (a)
French Indo-China :cscccececccccccces 35 68 92
Japan (total imports) ..cceccoeceseso 58,409 52,779 64,219
Syria and Lebanon ....ccocescccsscece 35 53 57
I Sl 0 4 5 5.0 ¢ Selowm. 008 alalls o 0 o o 32 52 (a)

(a) Information not available.

LIST OF FIRMS IN THE CANADIAN TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY, 1936.

Name of Firm Head Office Address Location of Plant
EBEC -
roughton Soapstone and
Quarry Co. Ltd. Broughton Station Broughton Tp.
Fortin, Charles Robertsonville Thetford Tp.
Pharo, L.C. Thetford Mines Thetford Tp.
ONTARIO -
Canada Talc Ltd. Madoc Hastings Co.
Gillespie, Geo.H., & Co.Ltd. Box 232, Madoc Madoc
Henderson Mines, Ltd. Madoc Hastings Co.

BRITISH COLUMBIA -

Fairey and Cuncliffe (x) 660 Taylor St., Vancouver Anderson Lake
Xennedy, J.J. (x) Sooke Lake Sooke Lake
Fichmond, Geo. W. 2635 W. 15th Awve., Vancouver Anderson Lake

-y = L L1 ks
(x) Mo opsrstdons reported in 1986,
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