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THE TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY, 1937.

The value of crude and refined talc and scapstone sold by Canadian pro-
ducers of these minerals in 1937 totalled $163,814 compared with a corresponding
value of $177,270 in 1936 and $171,532 in 1935. Production of soapstone during
1937 came entirely from the Eastern Townships of the province of Quebec while the
output of talc represented shipments of the mineral made from deposits occurring
neer Medoc, Hastings county, Ontario. During recent years a relatively small
tonnage of talc was shipped from a property operated at Anderson Lake in the
Lillocet mining district of British Columbia, however, no talc mining operations
were reported in this province during the year under review.

Shipments of talc and soapstone ranging from 50 tons to 1,420 tons were
made from Canadian deposits during the period 1886 to 1906. Prior to 1900 the
production consisted mainly of impure talc and scapstone shipped from Quebec.

It was not until 1900 that mining operations were commenced on the high
grade talc deposits of the Medoc district. Ground talc was shipped from this
district in 1906. Production advenced in value during the ensuing years until in
1927 the all-time high record output of $236,105 was attained for these minerals.

Although it is known that early settlers made use of soapstone from
deposits in Quebec for lining fireplaces and ovens and for footwermers, the first
official records of the mining of soapstone are for 1871 when 300 tons valued at
£1,000 were shipped from a deposit in Bolton township, Brome county.

The talc of the Madoc area is of foliated type, has a good white colour,
and occurs as a series of vertical veins or bands in white crystalline dolomite.
Near Broughton, in Quebec, crude lump telc, from a band cutting the soapstone body,
end soapstone waste are shipped to a Montreal grinding plant. In addition to
its use as a furnzce meteriesl, Quebec soapstone is utilized in the manufacture of
stoves, mantels, interior trim, ornaments, crayons, etc.. The Bureau of Mines,
Ottawa, reports that = recent development which may seriously affect the demand
for socapstone for pulp-mill use is the introduction of a new type of water cooled
alkeli-reccvery furnace; this is of steel construction, only the base being built
of soapstonre blocks; the Bureau of Mines also announced that in 1937 further work
was reported on a talc deposit in Potton township, Broome county, Quebec, and in
Ontario that surface prospecting was stated to have disclosed a large talc body
in Cashel township, Hastings county. A deposit of soapstone, consisting of veins
of pyrallolite (altered pyroxene) in crystalline limestone, was worked during the
year in Pakenham township, Lanark county, Ontario, the material being considered
suitable for the production of turned or carved ornamental shapes.
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During the latter part of 1937 the properties of Geo. H. Gillespie
& Co. Ltd., and Henderson Mines Ltd., both located in the Madoc area, Hastings
county, Ontario, were sold to the Canada Talc Ltd.

Little of importance in comnection with new or improved industrial
outlets for talc was recorded during the year. The paint, rubber, roofing and
paper trades continue to take the bulk of the output: a considersble tomnage of
Canadian talc is stated to be used also as a textile filler. Interest continues
to develop in ceramic uses for tale, and research haz sihcwn it to have value in
whiteware bodies, electrical porcelain, saggers, ete..

According to the Bureau of Mines, Ottawa, pyrophnyllite, = hydrous
silicate of elumina closely resembling talec in appearance and certain physical
propertiec, but of less common occurrence, is becoming industrielly importent
for many of the same uses as talc: it does not flux when fired, however, &s does
talc, and has been shown to have value for the manufacture of high-grade, re-
fractory ceramic products and cements. The only recorded occurrence of the
mineral in Canada appears to be at Kyuguot Sound on the west coast of Vancouver
Island; some work was done on the deposit around 1910.

Canadian talc prices remained unchanged from the previous year, at
$17.50 per ton for superfine grede, &#11.50 for No. 1 grade, and $9.00 for No. 2
grade, all f.o.b. Madoc mills. Superfine, imported Italian talc, cosmetic grade,
sold at §80 to $100 per ton, eastern points. American talcs were guoted at the
end of the year as follows: Georgia white, §8 per ton; grey, 36; New York
tremolite, fibrous, $12 to §.5; Vermont grey, $9 to $9.50, 211 f.o.b. mills.

Canadian imports of talc or soapstone, ground or unground, in 1937
totalled 3,183 short tons valued at $48,079 compared with 2,936 short tons at
$43,185 in 1936; of the 1937 imports, 2,812 short tons came from the United States.
Exports of Canadian telc during 1937 totalled 8,698 short tons valued at $85,953
against 10,222 tons at $102,071 in the preceding year; the greater part of these
exports went to the United States.

The annual statistical survey of the industry, os conducted by the
Bureau of Statistics, determined 7 firhs as active in 1937 and of these, 4 were
located in Quebec and 3 in Ontario. Capital employed in the entire industry
during the year amounted to $625,497; emnloyees totalled 83 and salaries and wages
distributed aggregated $72,020. The cost of fuel and purchased electricity used
in 1937 totalled $19,318 while the value of explosives and other process supplies
consumed was reported at $6,076. The net value of sales was estimated at $138,420
compared with $143,878 in 1936 and $134,121 in 1935,

Trade agreements between Canczda and the United States and between the
United Kingdom and the United States were signed at Washington on Thursday,
November 17, 1938. The following statement, prepared by the United States
Tariff Commission, shows the former and new rates of duty on talc in schedule II
(United States concessions to Canada), and the total imports of talc into the
United States and the imports from Canada, according to preliminary United States
statistics for the year 1937:- Tale, steatite, or soapstone, ground, ete.,(ex-
cept tollet preparations), valued at not more than 814 per ton (1966 agreement
covered talc valued at not more than $12.50 per ton): rate of duty under Tariff
Act of 1930, 35 per cent, under 1935 agreement, 25 per cent, under new agreement,
173 per cent. Total value of all 1937 talc imports, $102,015(a); value of
1937 talc imported from Canada, only, $52,484(a).

TEY"iiéiﬁ&Eé'Sﬁl}'iaiéj‘éfEf;"3;1ued at not more than $12.50 per ton.
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Tatle 1 - PRINCIPAL STATISTICS OF THE TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY IN CANADA,
1935, 1936 and 1937.

1935 1'9.35 6 PG} ST
I 15 R (05 0 1 1 SRR | 5 SO, I PR ) 5 SRS 8 7 7
Capital employed .eoeeeeccsncccossncranes $ 639,501 647,929 625,497
Number of employees - On salary ......... 12 15 11
On wages +ccoeavees 82 70 28
Jifo ez T 94 85 83
Sdlariaes and Wages - Salaries ...civeees § 25,662 26,526 20,474
BBZEE 5 cos it thness § 44,141 44,409 51,546
[ " i e i 69,803 70,935 72,020
Selling value of products (Gross) .v..... $ 171,582 177,00 163,814
Cost of fuel and purchased electriolty .. $ 23,774 21,669 19,318
Cost of explosives and other process
L L G SRR R E et B el | el 135687 11,723 6,076
Selling value of products (net) ......... ¢ 134,121 143,878 138,420
Table 2 - CAPITAL FMPLOYED, BY CLASSES, 1935, 1936 and 1937.
1935 193686 TGk ZE
$ ¢ $
Present value of lands, building, fixtures,
machinery, tools and other egquipment ...... 566,429 561,643 510,896
Inventory velue of materials on hand, stocks
in process, fuel and miscellaneous supplies
DIRTANIG . v s 15, 5 fanonons BT o o R e, N A M 4,470 7,042 3,514
Inventory value of finished products on hand 5,997 7,741 12,737
Operating capital .....cveesess0cncccctncans 62, 605 71,503 98,350
T o ol SO STt A ORE, SRS 639, 501 647,929 625,497
Table 3 -- WAGE-EARNERS, BY MONTHS, 1932 - 1937.
Month 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937
Sl R S S 66 66 88 102 55 58
HEMREE TR . o ekensle Toke sy 3 2e o 67 75 93 100 6l 57
MERCERY © ¢ &+ M PhIR ol ats 68 78 97 7). 54 56
D IS S, 50 bt A0 LICBE 67 47 87 89 e 73
Ve s o M o 1 IS S o e 80 86 96 88 77 58
Q1T S R N oPE, A Tt 87 105 84 63 60
Il I T I s 79 82 95 87 79 78
Aligugis St 15 o 80 94 101 70 83 77
September ...... gl b 85 97 97 L 84 94
(603 \E@ 8 o0 1o 5C 00 GOIOD 82 89 121 62 79 92
November ...eocenenanes 82 93 106 70 70 78
December ....cov00000e0 75 85 110 82 61 66
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Tabtle 4 - NUMEER CF WAGE-EARNERS IN MONTH OF HIGHEST EMPLOYMENT WHOSE REGULAR
HOURS PER WEFK WERE —

Hours 1935 1938 1927 Hours 1935 1936 1937

No. No. No. No. No. No.
40 hours or less ... 7 1 3 GEIHONRS (- o SSAMCE S P o 2
41 — 43 hours .ceees -y s L 56 — 59 hours ..... 10 JN. odle
AEMLOBTS] o cean s 36 - 10 BOFhOUERS 1o s tele o o SO 29 69
il s DTN Dh R S 1 2 o i Over 60 hours ..... 12 .o 5
94 ROUTS «cesseacess 4 49 21

Table 5 - FUEL AND ELECTRICITY USED, 1936 snd 1937.

Unit of IG5 6 19 89 15m a
Ttem 7 measure Quantity Value Quantity Value
¢ $

Bituminous coal - Canadian .. tons 192 1N 7 145 el
Foreign ... tons ohens o 2% : vos

fnthracite codl s. ssmmomlanss - tans 34 21 e e
e E) b = AT & - 5 10 GO B 1Ry 21 B 1,600 304 2,387 - 481
MEGoSene)] 5. 3% s Saleyaea. o). ok . Imp.gal. 20 4 25 6
Fuel oil and diesel oil...... Imp.gal. 1,560 179 3,774 470
RIECET v by oo oo d W e e WYL oA L8 cOBad 10 30 22 44
Electricity purchased ....... K.W.H, 1,249,914 19,714 1,594,310 17,301
TS s r Sladpiwe & b o 21,669 R 1 2 GLE!

Tatle & - POWESR EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION, 1937,

Number of Horse power - manu-
A R e e oL units facturers! rating
Diesel engines ...... 50 0og dalo d i oHll o 1 25
Other gas engines ..... M= A8 O 0 0 0B,0 00 i 51
Electric motors ..... 85 00% 305 doddB I o 25 738

Table 7 - PRODUCTION OF TALC AND SOAPSTONE IN CANADA, 1928 - 1937.

Year Value Year Value

$ $ .
TROCBI . 7o b ¢ sl Bl L e ALSa5E NOZTENN o oreloners © ¢ sis shhiorens. | LNOUHBEE
LU ., e Slevh sveilefs » ¢ | RIS s [Mels"e¥s o sleYuiatirors on | LOOL W
AR o .o 3RY 0 LI B .. 186,216 TOZERAI | o ol e Jreaere e | | ISRILESSH
03] L I R . A 11577 ()5 HIOE o 5ol foses) ~Hel o™ 5w o s SLos 177,270

T TR M e, 159,038 1 e R R R 1 W]
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Table 8 - PRODUCTION (SALES) IN CANADA, IMPORTS and EXPORTS OF TALC AND SOAPSTONE,
1935, 1936 and 1937,

19S5 Js8ha 6 93 B
Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
¢ ¢ [
PRODUCTION -
Soapstone (Quebec) ......... ... 32,053 ava - BERT0 ... 40,513
P8l = Quleriollie.iiueiae eoe - LU0 138 181 .4,461 143,701 12,457 123,301
British Columbia .... 93 1,318 47 799 g aiiss
TOTAL CANADA ..... «a. E7R,S6E P Y ... 163,814
IMPORTS -
Talc or socapstone, ground or
unground -
From - United Kingdom .... 0.25 18 0.60 40 Il s
United States ..... 2,214 29,431 2,548 32,063 2,812 38,660
Itely and Other
Countries .ceeveas 480 15,054 387 11,082 Al 9,419
TOTAL IMPORTS ... 2,694 44,503 2,036 43,185 3,183 48,079
EXPORTS -
Talc -
To - United Kingdom .... 930 9,660 1,368 12,957 1,200 10,858
United States ..... 7,947 80,504 8,742 87,907 7,453 74,686
Other Countries ... 50 659 112 1,207 45 409
TOTAL EXPORTS ... SH88Y - 99,88%  HDR28E 102,071 8,698 85,953

Table 9 — PRODUCTION OF TALC AND SOAPSTONE, JANUARY 1 to JUNE 30, 1937 and 1938.

L 9 -a-F e Igmta) e,
-y Quantity Value __Quantity Value
Tons ¢ Tons
Soapstone {Quebec) ....cecvveensss R 11,516 LY. 7,883
Tallc = Gubaric ....o0nvwee - S— 6,241 60,485 4,687 46,711
British Columble .......... oo oo s L ceo a s
BRI .ol el afeas e 72,001 L, 54,546

Table 10 - CONSUMPTION OF TALC IN CANADA, BY INDUSTRIES, as REPORTED IN THE ANNUAL

__CENSUS UF MANUFACTURES, 1935, 1936 and 1937.

1890 1828 > A

Industry Short Cost at Short Cost at Short Cost at
tons _works tons vo;%s’_ tons __works

Rubber INAUBLIY socecocscescsncsans ) () (a) (=)
Electrical Apparatus c.ccceeesecees 166 4,297 191 4,926 (a) (a)
PRIBE (i heh. ol i esaleocoanabonte. 1,801 45,664 1,948 47,578 2,063 50,394
Soaps and Cleaning Preparations ... 139 2,583 128 2,680 JLE0 LR e
Toilet Preparations ....ccesscecsece 504 29,250 397 22,398 (a) (a)
T T 1 32 10 222 (a) (a)
Products from Imported Clays ...... (b) (v) 110 1,460
Prepared Roofing .......ce00vee.eee 1,363 16,034 1,839 21,500 2,696 25,194
Pulp anfl PAper ..occdieseosocesvass 1,361 24,652 1,124 22,497 865 16,385

{a) Not yet complete.
{(b) Not recorded.
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Table 11 — WORLD'S PRODUCTION OF TALC, 1934 — 1936. (Taken from the Imperial
Institute's Publication - The Mineral Industry of the British Empire
and Foreign Countries)

(Long tons)
Producing Country 1934 1935 193686
BRITISH FMPIRE
it ¥ RS OITHRINATERALCAS . o o i crae s os s o 0 u s 215 299 406
T R L I S R 12,463 12,324 i2,954
e e 9,375 12,596 9,968
Australia ....cceceseccssccssasccsccans 1,739 1,442 1,502
FOREIGN COUNTRIES

A0 30 8 Tl 8 o 8o EATING0 I OPReAR a8 s = ol 30,188 30,254 30,000
Bulgaria ..... Mt el PP e o S SN 2 Y 15 15 Lk
Finland ....... FORE | i) S TR 1,561 2,150 (a)

TR <ty sr | smiael o GARIRn S « 4 60 0 0als 60 me 87,800 58,600 (2)

Germany (Bavaria) .....occeesecececceo 6,824 3,900 5,009
Creece «...... Pl s T bl oo s 4 116 543 450
Italy ..... A = Sl e i 37,042 41,014 43,226
NETRE M I BRI s o ohe Speiads « « oro¥atbge™s o0 o o 27,285 27,343 25,827
T T T NS Il T e 1,902 1,967 2,489
BT TGt o o e o an s o smmis s . 10,759 (a) (a)

B SR O e 5 o 18 o0 5@ c-o's aies ol + b ot o o a5 6,398 5,967 7,033
TR e B wt T wois o o 55 R i e e o 2,562 360 345
Morocco (French) (exports) ........... 776 709 1,346
United States (sale:? ST A ok 123,665 154,211 193,028
BRSRELIAE . . oo bgroisseeaBssosgiosbssanis 42 5 174
Db (oparia] .....soalgsccecsocos 2,595 pie ¥ 704
T RS R a T S, 1 R 3,000 (a) (a)

Pranéh Indo-Chifd ....c.e-cxdvcncusasde .ol e 670
)T L L S g IS 64,000 70,000 (a)

e e o s o el et D . | D Sl i = i et [T

| e ok i i 8 - i . el ) et

Talc is also produced in U.S.S.R. (Russia)
(a) Information not available.
(b) In addition, 2,590 cubic yards were quarried during 1934.
(¢) Excluding soapstone, which is only recorded by value and was as follows: -
L1OBET . 5. . < 7558y 900
LRI . .. o 6, SO0
TOGEMEL &5 = & 6,600

Table 12 - WORLD'S IMPORTS OF TALC, 1934 - 1936. {Less Re-exports). [Taken from the
Tmperial Institute's Publication - The Mingral Industry of the British
Empire and Foreign Countries)

(Bohagibemal ' 5. .

e e e o B

Importing Country 1934 1935 19536
BRITISH EMPIRE

United Kingdom s e 0920030 FSNSREOeeC LN 18,828 25,025 24,542

SeychelleS .ecovecscescsesnsncsncssncs 3 7 1g

et I G g g o SRR . 2,586 2,405 2,622
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Table 12 - WORLD'S IMPORTS OF TALC, 1934 - 1936. (Less Re-exports). (Taken from
the Imperial Institute's Publication - The Mineral Industry of the
British Bupire a&nd Foreign Countries) (concluded)

- = (Long tons)
Importing Country 1'9 54 2955 L9 5%
BRITISH FMPIRE (concluded)
British India .eeeeeeecencnns " 24 26 d@erh |
IR ' 0 iy oFe o e s o%s ojem sheiie o] o oreTuns 166 17T 31
BRI i s% 000 00 5 00000 seanme 405 551 557
FOREIGN COUNTRIES

R 91 26 46
S O RNE S 1 12 3 ¥e¥e il SXare | ol (s [s)e & & Flor,aRussT AL 482 830
Belgium-Luxemburg E.U. ..ceceeencss 3,058 3,852 4,275
CzeeEBSTovalelal 11w 85 o sieio oeessaiioe o 3,586 3,793 4,354
R A . 1,985 2,514 2,162
B e L el b seBlhas ao v aaemre 134 60 58
Finland (totel imports) ......eeese 1,976 773 693
T T T S 3,477 3,469 2,650
Germany ...... e RN, " 31,352 24,523 24,144
o A S T P 124 183 84
ERRUNIELS i 3411 o § 6 5 smemas s slebandie 49 21 32
A R s (22e] Sxalal oTe oo o/piDieilsle o o 5.0 0 0.0 & 2,936 5,211 3,403
T A S S 181 141 (a)
AL T A PRI J 587 446 263
S P 355 459 (a)
L SRR O SR ) e SSpe I 1,542 908 989
N R P 20 23 33
R I (R —" S 441 471 638
BEEHESEIA 5 e ¢ o siaars sisis vis cione e 65 ois 10 T 3
O Y X s Ao [0 faxoxo & 53 <) S, el oxersioheloTepe & & 343 264 266
P Bl SERGO8 J5 5000 onssnsimsaeesdo 18,169 23, 5% 21,893
BRI oo 25 o mais J6 vasase s desae i, 691 1,479 1,229
GRS . ... coebecececnaiiondsaaiiinss 17 37 26
GEREERA . ... 0 . hasdedgoal sy 20 152 132
1l Y S (P PR i 107 128 81
T O S S SRR 3% 50 (=)
FOTMOSE «.vceesrcncnns Bl me L 19 15 (a)
Keaneh 'Indo—Chimna i e emes o osas 68 92 123
Japan (totel imports) «..ccoceeeen. 52,779 64,219 64,674
Syria and Lebanon ......veceevennee 53 57 60
R G v 51315 5 3 i (ore) SNl o1oh sjonEler o arels Braste 52 20 &

——— s

{a) Information not available.

It is interesting to note that the United States Bureau of Mines reported
that - "¥iled bathrooms were largely responsible for the large increase in 1937 in
the sales of talc, pyrophyllite, and ground soapstone, which were greater than ever
before, Leading uses for many years were in paint, paper, rubber, and roll roofing,
jn about the order named, but notwithstanding the competition from many other kinds
of wall-covering materials, the demand for mere bathrooms, far greatar than the
demand for more homes, due to the vogue of two or more bathrooms per housipg unif,
coupled with the redesigning of ceramic mixtures so as to include talc, replacing
flint and to some extent feldspar, has boosted geramic uses already into third
place". '
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LIST OF FIRMS IN THE CANADIAN TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY, 1937.

Name of Firm

QUEBEC -
Broughton Soapstone and
Quarry Co. Ltd.
Ciprs e R
Fortin, Charles
PhEto, L. €. \

ONTARIO -

Ganais Tslc Ltd.
Gillesnie, Geo.
Libdle ftds)
Henderson Mines, Ltd. (a)

Madoc Talc & Milling Ce.
Ltd. (x)

H., & Co.

BRITISH COLUOMHLA -
Fairey and Cme.itvie (x)
Richmond, Geo. #. (%)

Head Office Address

Broughton Station
Lemesurier
Robertsonville
Thetford Mines

Madoe

Box 232, Medo
Madoc

(@]

Trenton

661 Tayleor St., Vancouver
2635 W. 15th Ave., Vancouver

(x) No produetion repoited in 1937.

(a) Absorbed by Canada Talc Ltd.

(b) Milled only talc imported from United States.

Location of Plant

Broughton Tp.
Leeds Tp.

Thetford Tp.
Thetford, Tp.

Hastings Co.

Madoc
Mzdoe

Cashel Tp.

Anderson Lake



