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THE TALC AND SOAPSIONE IHDUSTRY, 1940

The value of crude and refined talc and soapstone sold by Canadian nroduc—
ers of these minerals in 1240 totalled #229,630 compared with a corresponding value
of §170,066 in 1339. Production of soapstone in 1040 came entirely from the eastern
townghips of the province of Quebec, while the output of hisher grade talc repre-
sented shipments of the minernl mede chiefly from deposits occurring near Madoc,
Hastings Count;, Ontario. A relatively small cuantity of talec has been shipped from
a property locoted at Anderson Leke in the Lillooet mining district of British
Colunbia; however, no commercial shipments of domestic talc were reported in this
provinge during either 1972 or 184£0.

The talc of the Madoc area is o foliated type, has a good white colour,
and occurs as a series of vertical veing or bands in white crystnlline dolomite.
huJ; Broughton, in Quebec, crude lump tale, from.a band cutting the soapstone body,
and goapstone waste are shipped to a Montreul grinding plant. In addition to its use
2% o furnece material, Quebec sozpstone is utilized in the manufacture of stoves,
meatels, interior trim, ornaments, crayons, etc.

During the year under review, there were 8 firms reported as active in the
industry, 6 in Quebasc and 2 in Ontario; 7 of these made commercial shipments. Capital
employed totalled $319,3%93; employses numbered 94, and salaries and wages :istributed
cmounted to £80,879.. Fuyel and purchused eleetricity used were appraised at $15,480
and the cost of explosives and other process supplies was reported at £21,850. The
net velue of sales was estimated at £192,509 as compared with §147,734 in 19372,

Imports into Canada of tal: and soapstone, zround or unground, totallad
3,719 short tons valued at £66,238 in 1940, compared vith 3,193 short tons at $51,380
in 1933. TFByports of tale from Canada in 1940 totalled 10,252 short tons valued ab
BLE,;577, o5 agRkinst Tyl86 hort tons welth WL, 560 -in the praceding year,

» "Canediar Cliemistey and Process Industriaes", Toronits, May, 124 gustations
for bale were - 211 gradss £,0.b. Madoe, Ontnrlo - per ton - fine blown - Red label
£30; No. 2 Creen label #15; 1 SS white label $12; @ Blue 1a bol £10; 32 Bluc label
8100y Imnorted Italian tale 85 £100.

"Wetal and Mineral HMarket®', New York, May, 1941 .. Quotations for tale
weres Per tony carload leis, f.o.b. works, Zeatainers izncluded tnlass othervwisse
specified: Georgia: 38 per cent through 200 mash, grar. $6; white, $8, packed in
53 pound paper bags or 200 pound burlap bugs. Neuw Jorssy: mineral pulp, ground,
£3.50 to #10.59, bags ektr-, New York: Double air floated, short fibre, 385 mesh
W2 ekl Vermont: 99 per cert tarough ,OD mesh, extra white, bulk basl $10.00;
97 per cent through 200 mesh mediuwa vhite, 40.50; packed in puper bogs, $1.25 per
ton extra. Virginia: 200 mesh, $4.75 to ¥5. 50, 32a TS (i « 20 U0 |37 3 uPUdG .
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Table 1 - PRINCIPAL STATISIICS OF TiE TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY IN CANADA,
1858 -~ 1940

891308 1938 ISRt O
B BT . e va e sdoe b enanson 6(a) 6(a) 8(b)
S R TR Y R S R DR 212,491 250,835 319,388
Number of employces - On salary ...... 5 6 i
On WEZES seveees 70 59 87
: JVc - S 75 65 P |
Salaries and wages -~ Salaries ....c.e. & 9,660 18,130 19,563
T P B 49,766 42,382 61,3186
RO wicv o ' 50,4726 80,512 80,879
Selling velue of products (Gross) .... & 144,848 170,086 229,639
Cost of fuel and purchused eleciricity & 15,906 15,154 15,480
Cost of explosives and other process
supplies .ieeevcennn B S s 3 7,914 7,178 21,69
Selling value of products (net) ...... & 170,941 Ly, 758 197,509
(a) 5 firms in Quebec @nd 1 in Onterio.
(b) 6 firms in Quebec and 2 in Onterio.
Table 2 — CAPITAL EMPLOYED, BY CLASSES(x), 1938 - 1940
i B ryae 19479
W $ 2
Present value of lands, buildings, fixturces,
machirery, tools and other eguipment ...... 178,754 195,518 84,995
Inventory vuoluc of naterials on hand, stocks
in process, fuel and niscelloneous supplies
T T 1 G AP S 2,734 4,877 5,184
Inventory value of [inished products on hand a5, 8145 11,634 68,518
Opareting cepital vieveene N N 19,828 27,805 2,705
71T O R TS I S, 3 212,491 259,335 31¢, 598
(x) By active firms.
Talle 3 -~ WAGE-EARNERS, BY [HONTHS, 1933 - 1940
1.9 4 01
ilonth e Surface  Undergrounc _ Lill
SENETY G - o LT T SCl- R 3 ] 35 19 15 17
Belm iy L. sionmy g B AN R o8 20 16 17
lseeh ...1... A s g s 4 T e 48 18 15 3
ST A | S e, | 56 18 14 15
ey i,....:. g e I o 54 39 14 19
NG 2] L il o o o oo gl s - 2y 58 L R
N k. . e it B L A W e 43 17 R3
() R i S 76 486 147 24l
SCRWATINEN 5 ar, 7, oo W < oy Tatagere O 78 56 28 <6
IR § ox ovvalioh gamedraT. . . b B2 80 35 R3
e Vanher| B .« .2 §s o 3ol o clogb dc 80 84 35 28
L oeiErlarene il Ol R SIS RSy o S 63 60 35 35
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Table 4 - WAGE-EARNFERS VORKING NUMBER OF HOURS SPECIFIED DURING ONE WEEK IN MONTH OF
NOKMAL EMPLOYMENT, 1940

Number of Number of

vage--earners hours worked

Number of
wage—earners

ﬁﬁmber of
hours worked

30 hours or less ..... 3 43 — 80 hours ....... iy
51"45 hO\lI'S ® o e evede l 51-54 hOU.I'S e et e pgew 8
AMNEIGS | 8 s 5 - - J e ¥ 5 SHMGaIRS L. ik e o
45-47 houI‘s ® s 0 s 8 an 11 56“64 hOUI'S ®ve s wie 90
ABMNGINIYE) o) ko =7oT5) o] epefsie s Yo 65 hours and over ... 26
Grand totel number of employees in week specified ...... 145
Total wages peid in week specified .....c.c.vvenn L 2,385
Table 5 -~ FUEL AMD FLECTRICITY USED, 1932 and 1940
Unit of L I e, 1.9 40
Itenm measure Quentity _Value Quantity Value
: ¢ 3
Y
Bituminous coal - Canadian .. ‘tons 2 18 3 247
Foreign ... tons s ok - LK s G
AEblinacitic, €02l aa . aasde oo o SLONS S 1 Iy b gt coc
BIERGEI [ sne o is sTe s s o spues - IIPRE S Spole 158935 7,144 1,458
O EE0E R 110 B0 Bt b 00 BOICI SO s Imp.gal. 40 i 60 1.4
Fuel o0il and diesel oil ..... Imp.gal. 4,625 767 5526 788
b YOG o 6 TR N el oM LIEGRs cord 35 88 60 150
Electricity purchased (£) e W 1,140,193 12,381 1,184,970 13,046
QT - s i $ o I S ... 15,480
(£) In addition, 17,000 K.W.H. generated for own use in 1939 and 48,000 K.W.H. in
1940.
Table 6 — POWER FQUIPMENT INSTALLATION, 1940 -0
Number Horse power -
of units manufacturers' rating
Diesel engines .....ceeca T e - c 3 278
Other gas engines veeecevses P SRR " et &) 361
Electric motors operated by purchasad power 36 846
Electric motors operated by own power ..... 48 1,485
Table 7 — PRODUCTION OF TALC AND SOAPSTONE IN CANADA, 1929 — 1940
Year Value Yeer Value
¢ . $
R T 229,198 OISR L% b e il 171g B2
I D e a4 5 & i 186,216 1886 civinvinniononn Bl wl
MO oy v e s < oo o o ot 10 157,083 OIS e Ry ro o re wonins gaR R 163,814
I T P o Ak d 159,038 938 oo 3= IR %> ¢, s 144,848
i SRS S 120,836 8RS 5l saie Loacsls s 170,066
L Wbl o oo « g W0, 77T IR o BroRene, b (i B f s 229,639

totalled 487,169 short tons valued at $4,456,472.

Production of talc and soapstone in Canada from 1886 to the end of 1940

duced during these years was 27,247 in 1930 and the greatest annual value was
936,105 in 1927,

The largest annual tonneage pro-
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Teble 8 - PRODUCTION (SALES) IN CANADA, INMPOLTS-ARD EXPORTS OI' TALC AND SOAPSTONE.
1038, 1083 and 1940

i 758 1939 1940
Quontity Velue ~ Quantity Value Quuntity Velue
tons $ tons $ tons $
PRODUCTION -
Soapstone (Quebec)(a) ... J oot DEEREEE g~ 41,40 e e UTRIORS
Talc - Onterio ..... S Ay 10,853 109,810 13,144 128,595 15,166 154,734
Spitish Columlie aye--:4 S o, 4 Swe Ao i ags oW cee
TOTAL CANADA .... ... 144,848 vs. 170,066 ... 229,639
IMPORTS -
Talc or soapstone, ground
or unground -
From - United Kingdom .. ABE % A ol Not
nited States ... 2,500 31,214 2,731 38,814 published
Itely and Other _ by
Countries .:puws 346 Q. AN 462 12,566 countries
TOTAL IMPORTS ... 2,647 40,386 351939 FESLNSE0 3,719 66,258
IEXPORTS -
Talz - K
To - United Kingdom ..... 675 5.654 965 8,499 Not pub-
United States ..... 6,228 64,629 6,219 66,061 lished by
Other Countries .o. =~ 48 = 459 = = ..&  ~.se ' countries |
TOTAL EXPORTS ... 6,951 70,742 7,184 74,560 10,252 -14R,377

— ¢ ——— . . e .

(a) Shigaants ;§§ally include relativel}ﬂgﬁéll quuniitics of mnteriel classified as
low grade talc.

Table 9 -- CONSUMPTION QOF TALC IN CANADA, BY INDUSTRIES, ‘AS REPORTED IN THE ANNUAL

_____ CENSUS OF MANUFACTURES, 1939

Industry Short tons Cost at works
5
e THEARSTry it Sk o oloolois avlofhiv e stk s 707 15121
N e A U R ATAEIT 5o s okt o Sle s 300 4 ofs o4 194 5,636
1" TR L R S | = 2,350 59, 565
Soaps and cleansing preparations ...... ; 365 6,402
thai-1. 8% prepafotipae-tl . oo thhl v o v TR 364 18,872
ERT RN Cps s o m B T ae = 3 o= > ¢ st s o s e : 16 495
Broducts from imported clays ..oueeeac..s 178 2,502
SR AR E O T B MG o.e = » o SibTs = 7yo, uofali oo 3,170 34,307

Bl R Ao DET e T o SR -« s Tauia s » 50 g2 1193565
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Table 10 - VORLD!S PSODUCTION OF TALC, 1938-1939 (Taken from the Imperial Institute's
Publication - The Minersl Industry of the British Bmpire and Foreign
Countries) - (Long tons)
Producing Country Iy &8 1939

BRITISH ENMPIRE

NaneanilcH TerrEbOTI s o e spovese viboi 37 .
e oMks SOLUE R NI GE RN o 8 Mo ke -+ 4 6191 1z 8§29 442
Benad (Badlles) (B) .:i.oveassdonigheeevs 9,690 11,736
EEOCHEIE T B oy o 5s aaei s (el s S 5 o b B L 13,590 e
BIESER ML OR o5, o oara 19 e faings) = o7/ s 1580 010 s SRIs 5 958 e

FOREIGN COUNTRIES

ER S L e linatiod) | . g0uesesns o’ T ¥F (=) of
L M S s S 409 Pt
ENREITIES] ittt » ops¥s o fai@E o1 5, o 0 80s ke s oveteisrobotagsharhi 7,688 vy
Garnany (BBVAFr1A) ....ococeaevnesessie (a) -
B I x5 B s o el of oxozaine fu fofe el Her L AL LR bR 274 |
T i S e o T : 52,662

BI04 i stigd A DS dmp i * e v 4 " (2) 231
R 2y i, 700 w3 sias isia T TS 4L 5 - W & 2,220 2,581
R I 5 WIVCrer okt i Eeke s flaialaks Sxs TLe¥5) ¢ loxurelsie 6,690 leve
SR T o dhrwne TNl 5 on K o oila e sigini g snal v oo o » 15,1260 820
orocco (French) (exports) .e.eeeeeee.. (a) i
Thited States (FaleB) .ov.ccecoetocsns 189,978 226,764
Argenting ....esve B e v a.0] /% ¢ araiere.aio R 79 298
CITEDE Ll T ) L 937 d
Mcn el SLTTHO=CHITIA ‘o » «roxarafore o s78 s-s's oy o'sry » g L.
Manchuria (eXports) c.cveeecvcecesenns 79,932 5

Talc is also produced in U.S.5.R., Spain and China.

(a) Information not available.

(b) Excluding soapstone, which is only recorded by value and was as follows:
IREE L erseaiscnmat £7,100
1950 o JFusupBepis £9,000

INDUSTRY IN THE UNITED STATES, 1940
(United States Bureau of Mines)

Sales of talc, pyrophyllite, and ground soapstone reached another new high
in 1940, exceeding the peak of 1939, by over 27,000 short tons.

The total sales, as reported to the Bureau of lines, were 281,375 short
tons valued at $3,008,320, increases of 11 per cent in both guantity and value over
1939. Sales of all clesses increased in quantity and value, the greatest increase
being in the sales of ground products.

Fleven states reported sales of talc, pyrophyllite, and ground soapstone
(and a little pinite) in 1940 compared with 1939. Eight of these States, located
in the East, supplied 86 per cent of the sales; Vestern States accounted for the
remaining 14 per cent, All-time highs were aguin established in California, Georgia,
Yorth Carolina, and New York, New York was by far the leading State, with California,
North Carolina, and Vermont of about equal importance, but each supplying only about
a third as much as New York.
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L8V E 1ndu,Lr1°s—~p11nt, ceraaics, roofing, piper, and rubber--consumed 75
per cent of the telc, pyrophyllite, 2nd ground soapstone of domestic origin. The
PEURIC twj—«the leading merket Tor theose materials—--took only 24 per cent of
the total sales in 1940 cs “Omyured with 27 per cent in 1939. The ceramic industry
inereused its hold on secend pluce, while rubber dropped to fifth place in 1340 aflter
being tisd with the roofing and pager indusiries for third place in. 1933.

The average vulue of sales of 21l grades of tale, pyrophyllite and ground
soapstone, as reported to the Bureau of Mines by producers, was $10.69 in 1940.

By far the greuter pari oi the imports ol t2l¢, stealtite or scapstone, and
French chalk into the Unitel Stutes are of "ground, wushed, or pulverized" materials.
These totelled in 194G, 28,145 short tons valued at 460 ,049, compared with only 93
tons of crude and unzround, valued at $1,479, and 125 tons of cul and sawed materials
valued at $20,739. The total value of 211 materials imported, including some "manu-
factured n.s.p.f." was slightly over half = million dollars. MNost of the crude and
unground nmaterial camc 1“rm Cninl and the Union of South Africa, and the cut and
sawed varicties from Italy and Japan, OCround tale, steatite or soapstone, and French
chalk came from seven countrlas, wvith Italy the leuading source, followed by France,
Canada, China, British India, Japan, wnd Egypt, in the order named. Ixports of talc,
steatite, souputo 1¢, nd pyloph;lllte, crude and g¢round, in 1940 were 9,402 tong
valued at $167,992.

LISY OF j1ds LN THE CANADIAN TALC AND SOAPSTOHE INDUSTRY, 194C

Name of Firm Head Office Address Location of Plant
QUEBEC -
Baker ilining and iilling
= Lticky iighwatar Potion Tp.
Broughtor Soapstone and
Quarry Go. Lid. Broughton Station Twoughton Tp.
Fortin, Charles Hobertsonville Thetford Tp.
Labonte, 'W. (x) 77 Notre Dane, Thetford Mines Thetford Tp.
fharo, L. C. Thetiord ilines Leeds Tp.
QUTARIC -
“Carads ;nlc 357 4 Madoc Hastings Co

Huntingdon Ip.
et Hoars Synd. Tea, 2.3 Dietew S8 B, Urenton Huntingdon Tp.

BRITISE COLUMBIA -
Tairev and Co. (x) 661 Taylor St., Vancouver Anderson Lake

() Yo production reported in 1940.



