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THE YALC AND SOAPSIOnE ISDUSTEY, 1941

The value of crude and refined talc and sospsione sold by Canadiarn produc-
ers of these minerals in 1941 totalled {360,809 compared with a corregpondlng val ue
of §229,639 in 1940, Mime shipments of uOuputhe in 1941 valued at §155,925 cume
entirely from the eastern townships of the provinee of Quebec. Produetion of high
grade talc is confined ehiefly to the provinee of Ontzrio, and in 1941 shipments
totalling 18,171 short tons vuluea at §$204,884 vere made irom properties located necr
Hadoc, Pauulngs county, and from a deposit situated in Clarerndon touwnghip, Frontenae
courty.,

During the year under review, therc were 8 firmo reported ag active in the
industry, 5 in Quebec and u in Ontario; 21l of these made commercicl chipments.
apitel employed totalled $695,58l; employees numbered 148, and salaries and wages
ﬂﬁﬂfr:bv Lod amoimted to @1?8,8?0. Fuel and purchased electricity uced viere appralsed
t §26,882 and the cost of explosives and other process supplies was reported at
.ug,uk-. The net velue of sales in 1941 was estimated at §$305,603 compared with
£$192,509 in 1940,

The following informetion has been abstracted from a report on Talc and
Socanstone as prepared for 1941 by the Bureau of Ilines, Otlawa:

"fctive productiorn of ground tale in Canada was begun in 1906 -from deposits
in the Madoe area, Ontario, and these deposits have since been the main sowrce of
supply. Canada Tale, Limited is the chief producer in the arec, having taken over
the holdings of G. l. Gillespie Company, the pioneer operator, in 1937. There have
been varicus other smell operations in the area. In 1941, Trent lining Syndicate
began to develop a property adjoining that of Canada Tsle, Limited, where surface
showings indicate an easterly extension cf the same vein system, and at the ead of
the year wag proceeding with the erection of a gmell mill., R, W, Bonter and asso-
ciates of Trenton ground a small tonnage of slightly off-colour tale in the mill of
Cenadian Slate Products, o mile and a half north of iadoc; the crude was brought in
by truck from a decposit operated by W, C. Spry near Ompzh, Frontenac county, 65 miles
distant. The tzlc from Ompeh is f-ncl" schistose, cream-coloured, ond distinct in

character from the white folicted talc of the Madoc district,

"Ir Britich Columbia, the deposite near ilcGillivray, on the Pacific Great
s‘ern reilway, and at Kapoor, ncar Victoris, have been idle since 10856. The crude
s

Ta
as shipned to a grinding plert at Vancouver, for locuzl roofing use

vIas
"GQuebec hag beern producing soepstone in smell quartities since 1928 and

the industry has been suplying mainly bloclis and bricks for alkali recovery furnzces

of domectic kraft mills. Some cut furnace stone hac been exported. In recent years

the sawing of crayons has been undertaken., Broughton Coapstone and Quarry Company,
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the principal operator, has developed a large quarry near Leeds stetion on the
Quebec Central railway, in Broughton township. This company produces cut furnace
stone and crayons and has a grinding mill in which quarry and sawing waste, as well
25 a more highly talcose rocx occurring in a band cutting its main soapstone body,
are pulverized, The company took over the Louis Cyr holdings at St. Pierre de
Broughton in 1940, Other operztors in the same area are Charles Fortin, of Robert-
son, and L. C. Pharo, of Thetford Mines. L. C. Pharo instolled a smell grinding
unit on his property in Thetford township in 1938. Uome of the dust from these
operations ig sold to domestic roofing firms, and a considerzble tonnage of quarry
and sawing waste 1s shipped to the grinding plant of Pulverized Productes, Limited,
4820 Fourth Avenue, Rosemount, Montreal. Baker Mining and Milling Company,

4010 St, Catherine Street West, Montreal, the only other operator in Quebec, has a
mine and mill near Highwater in Potton township, Brome cownty, close to the Vermont

toundary.

"World production of tale, including cut soapstone, steatite, and pyro-
phyllite (e mineral closely resembling telc and used for many similar industrial
purposes) amounts to about 500,000 tons a2 year. The United States producec more
than 50 per cent of the totel, its cutput in 1940 being 281,000 short tons. Prior
to the war it was followed by Manchuria, with an output of about 100,000 tons a
year. lraance and Italy each produce about 40,300 tons; lorway, £5,000 tons; and
British Indiez, 20,000 tons a year. Vorla consumption of tslc has increczsed more
than 40 per cent in the past decade.

"Many grades of ground telc are marieted and the price range is vide.
Value is dependent upon purity (governing freedom from gritty or iron-bearing sub-
stances, slip, and colour), particle chape, and fineness of grinding, the specifi-
caticne for which vary in the different consuming industries. Roofing and foundry
tales are the cheapest grades, these grades being satisfied with coarser grey cr
off-colour materiel, often soapstone powder or sawing dust, which sells at about
$5 to 87 a ton f.o.b, rail. Better-class grey talcs, suitable for rubber and paper
use, sold in 1941 for §7 to $15 a ton f.o.b., according to grade and fineness.
WVhite, foliated IMadoc telc was quoted at §18 to $30 a ton for the two best grades,
end 88 to £12 for coarser mesh cizes. American teles include high-grade, vhite
Californian material, selling at #17 to $20; fibrous New York "Asbestine", "Tremo-
line", and "Loomite" grades quoted at 12 to {15; and the lower-grade, grey Georgiz
and Vermont products, which sell at $6 to £10: all prices f.o.b., mines. Lava
8teatite and crayon talc sells at from $100 to §150 a ton, whereas the coarser roof-
ing grades, often largely talc-coested, gritly, air-seperator rejects, mezy sell as
low as $4.

"PYROPHYLLITE - Pyrophyllite (hydrous silicate of alumina) closely resem-
bles tale in appearance and physical characteristics. It is difficult to dis- -
tinguish from talc, even by microscopic means, and often reguires chemicel analysis
for its identification. In the ground state it can be employed for many of the
industrial uses of talc. Commercisl deposits ore relztively scarce. Most of the
recorded world production comesc from Horth Carolina, where the industry has expand-
ed rapidly in recent years. A large part of the American output goes to the ceramic
trade, the remainder being sold for fillers in various products. ‘ther fired, pyro-
phyllite does not flux, as does talc, and it is of vzlue in a wide range of high
grade cerauic products,; including refractories. A furnsce-patclinrg product made
vwith pyrophyllite is marketed under the name "Pyroplastic".

"In 1941, pyrophyllite was guoted at £8.C0 to §13.00 a ton, f.o.b. North
Carolina mills, for 200-mesh and 7?25-mesh material, respectively."

o~
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lote: Conies of publication No. 803, "Talc, Steatite, and Socpstone: Pyrophyllite",

published by the Burezu of HMines, Ottawa, in 1940, nmey be obtzined from The

Director, Mines and Ceology Branch, Department of Mines and Resources, Ottawa,
Table 1 - PRINCIPAL STATISTICS OF THE TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY IN CANADA,
1979 - 1941
178 5.9 1 94, 19041
Number of firms .cceveveve. 8 B as e 6(a) 8(b) 8(c)
Capitel employed .overeeesses Bt wine 0 239,835 319,398 695,581
Number of employees - On salery ...... 6 1 8
Ol Wages . ... .. 59 87 140
.., 65 24 148
Salaries and wages - Salaries ..... f.)08 18,120 19,565 21,564
L =T Ny I SR $ 45L;8P 61,316 107,256
Tedial Madd. o> § 60,017 80,3873 128,380
Selling velue of products (Cross) .... § 170,066 ”"9 6379 760,809
Cost of fuel and purchased clectricity @ 15,154 5,480 26,882
Cost of explosives and other process

R I e sk U5 s o % -5 i s § PResHE s smine @ 7,178 21,650 28,324
Selling value of products 0 IR e $ 147,734 192, 509 205,603
(a) 5 firms in Quebec 2nd 1 in Ontario. ’

(b) 6 firmc in Quebec and £ in Onterio.

{e) 5 fims in Quebec and 3 in Ontario.

Table 2 - CAPITAL FMPLOYED, BY CLASSES(x), 1939 - 1941 _ oy
1:8. .39 allig dab de-ded L
& # &
Present velue of lands, buildings, fixtures, - o b
machinery, tools and other equipment ...... 195,518 284,993 590,303
Inventory VHLUG of materials on hand, stocks

in process, fuel and miscellaneous supnlic»

ORS EEN Vors < 5 Sheretston o <L A TS TN 4,877 5,164 18,343
Inventory volue of finished products on hand 11,634 6,518 B35
Opexatinycsapittald: = oo 7. 550500 2o . ST AL o c 27,806 0 1 O _ 78,000

BROBEATL ipie DRe iaie s alaie s, FARNIE R4 855 319, 798 6966811

(x) By active firms.

Table 7 - WAGE-FARNEES, BY MONILS, 1940 — 1941

EECE  | (S NER, i
D S 1940 __Surface Underzground Mill
JRBLERDTA oL b e oS & o P 51 44 28 T
February ot 0 R ol E e S 53 43 35 20
SRR 1 2515 o TS oo s a0 ¢ neye¥e 5 50 38 34 <8

al e L P S T Ny = F- o 47 41 45 5
% S o 1 St SR < 5 7aTs, « 5 o <o Lo 7 53 28 Z5
T S B A S A P S 74 TS 40 31
1 AR AR 83 gl 33 70
(0 R R, e T . 20 ol 7 05,
September ........ J T ) LD e i3 41
OptBber, ). LY. e i e s 148 & 49 42
Novenbiars'ien% AL ATEL,, A0 o 147 80 50 20
Detlimlier .o . alile « wfime b 14T 128 76 54 37
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Table 4 - WAGE-EARNERS WORKING HWMBER OF OURS SPECIFIED DURIHNG OxE VWeEX IN §ONTH O
NOKMAL MMPLOYMENT, 1841

Number of Nuaber of Number of Nunber of
hours worked vage—-earners o hours workxed ___ wage-earners

Eihoursior Xoss ... ? 40 - 50 hours ...... L2

GBI N5 HOURS 1o .t s . 4 5l — 54 RaUnE'nE s 3

B NOMIS: ossvssoese B 08 HDUTE | uia T a =eel B0 e

46 - 47 hours ..., 5 38 =64 tholins L i 128

ARMDIINRSE i ety o binie &4 65 hours and over .. e
Grand totsl number of employces in wee: specified 191
Batall weges pad 15 week' SPeCificH ... oo o iE 7y K3

e A 8+ — - = S . e e s et g 8

Table 5 - FUEL, AND FLECTRICITY USED, 1940 mnd 1941

- —— —

“Unit of T8 LB
Item measure Quantity Value _Quantity Value
@
w \r
Bituminous coal - Canadian tons £ & 5 45
Foreign. tons Bl ¢ o coc o c
atyracite’ coall. .5, k.6 (bons - s CoD ok o
L T R S > “F-¢:) N 7,144 1,458 14,448 3,650
B ROISIEILE | iseiondate  sponsiotoregetonhelst AP i, 60 11 20 L7
Fucl oil and diesel oil ., Imp.gal. 5, 580 788 11,197 1,058
OB . 8 ore Sroregessnbole) o operelers | COREL 60 159 70 210
Electricity purchased(x).. K.\W.M. 1,184,370 135,046 1,849,335 1,341
TORATRES £ Rk 5. 35 . | Sol PGB e | 268812

(x) In addition, 17,000 K.%.H. generated flor own use in 1959, 15,000 Kowiol, - in- 1840
Hnd 107,4&4 i(.‘i‘l’.!i. 1"1 1341-

Table 6 — POVER EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION, 1941 _

Nunmber Horse power—-Maru-

AR T TP e B R T DR B I RS L - facturers' rating
Dle 81 Ongl"leu e e PO EPLOINOLILEILIEEL RN OEY LN 2 241.‘.
Ot R 0SS C G NEE Mus sishuis oo s o s e sueis sos o o srsls s 17 565
Electric motors operzted by purchased power 37 I, 17,65
Flectric motors operated by ovn power ..... 12 1260

- r—— e . e e . e . s e . et e 9 - i

Tabls 7 - PRODUCTION OF TALC AMD SOAPSTONR T3 CANADA, 1930 - 1941

Year Value Year Value
& . IR
S o
171 T S S T 186, 8l6 WRGH =/ Elere e e I ST 163,214
L P NP 1.5%. 985 LI I SO P e 4 144,843
BIURESIOS .. 0ol Ll b 158,038 107 63 MR PSS (R - R 170,066
7 T o A 130,336 117 2 e e [pa- 289,659
B . ot e e e s ae 130k 77F 1 TSR A 360 208
1) 2T S R U ISARSS -
R R 177,270

Production of talc =2nd soapstone in Caonada from 1886 to the end of 1941
totalled 521,801 short tons valued at £4,817,231. The largest annual tonnage pro-
duced during these years was 34,632 in 1941, also, the greatest annuzl value was
3300,802 in 1941,
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Tailo & - PRITNCITON (SALKN) Ub CHUADA OF TALC i) SOAPSTONE, 1960 - ludl
— 15 59 949 i TR
= guantity Value Quan 1ty Value Guantiiby Velue
Tong 3 Tong 3 Tong 3
Soapstone (Tusioe)(x) B 41,471 P 74,905 ese  LO5,088
Hale o OREETIG. «onees 13,1494 &8585 Lo, 88 154 ,.R54 18,71 204,384
BI'.:.L.‘LS“:. LOA.ULQU.& LY e 0 C “-e s e "0 .o
TOTAT, ISPSRE ..o o o8 170,066 s 289,639 - 360, 809

%) Shipuents often include relatively smcll guontities of
4 Y
tdle;
SUERITON @F TALC ;N CL
Cg'l U(' ny

RIal

53,

1340

Table 2 - CO! IFK, BY INDUSTRIF

S ANUTACTURED

AS

naterial clsssified /2§

REFOKTED IN THE ANHUAL

Industry ohort tonc Cost at works
finbber- industry ...... e A 365 17 ;1889
ELealifisaall SEPARALUS" 5005 o cusiomoiions ousiss st Bk 5,581
B b s . ot iscan o 2,683 75 490
Soaps and cleanging preparations ..... 135 10,014
TEHSsed *Pr PR AR S Tolu sisjs « onsonsiinsie shesisle 4585 20,024
0TI ST ) e SRR S B Jb/d 367
Products from imported clays ..eceesss 511 758185
BRoPRECH SRODMEMTE . otosnemsns s mtnsifiogtusmsiomsases + 4,328 48,906

e ORISR EDIGE 1+ oxoioineionsaaras ome 1,168

19, 564

Teble 10 - TiLC, PYRDPHYLLIiL and  GROUND- SOASCRNE LD BY PRODGCERS 1IN THE
UNIYED STATES, 1940-1941, EY USES
(United States JnLeuu of Hines)
L 1814 a9 =l 7
Por cent’ Pery cdnt

«Q 3 ~
Short tongc & orkal

Shiopt Lons of Dokl

Paficad, ...
Ceramics 3
5T ST A A SS LP R =LY W
(170 L R P~ BT S

RGN e =6 i it i e
Toiket prepavetibss . .o...

67,375
48,661
28, 501
54, 547
51,657

)
18
10

(3

[

11

L I R R I R A Y

€
fon

13
14

120,719
73,990
58,114
40,605
57,334
RIS Y
10,479
6,705
3,108
24,280

14,688

]
NAHEMNDAWOO

Insecticiaded ... o0 vovs ool (1) (1
Doisntiy SBACIMIES o Jeisivieis spemtass DRAGE 2
(5% (e 2 1 A [ MO\ D - L L J0RS 13
Other uscs () .o.oo.... N P 29, 502 10
Use Nob BEPoTERE s oo, e I S ']
(3)asl, 375 =o

(3)418, 7c8 100

(1) Data not zveilable.

(?) 1240: YMleeching, incceticides, plester,
uses; 1341: bleaching,

miror uses.

Includes pindte.

.

inaydation, liibiiesnts, rafrac

-

(%)

refractory, textile; and other minor
tory, textile and other
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ETAT OF FEAS T THE GALARDE AR TALC MDD OAFSTINE

Hage of Tirs tlead 0ffice Address Locatdon o Pl s

QUEBEC ~
“Pnker Hining and Wil ing
Co. Litd. (&) Hi ghwater Potton To.
o b

Croughton Soapstone and

Quarry Co. Ltd. (a) Broughton Station Droughton Ip.
Fortin, Charles ' Rovertsonville Tretiord T
Dabonle, #. 77 Hotre Dame, Thetford ilines Thetfoxrd .
Phafo, =g Y Thetford kines Leeds Tg.

OHTARIO -

Conads Tale Ltd. (a) Madoce Hastinge Co.
Huntingdon 1p.

Bpt, K. C. (Victory Talc) ladoe Clarendon Tp,

Trent Mining Symd. Ltd. (2) 213 Dundas St. E.,, Trenton Hungerford Tp.

PRITIS!! COLMESTE —

Fairar nnd fa, (¥ 661 Taylor St., Vancouver Inderson Lake

{z) Operstes a dresaing plant
) Ho »nroduction reported in 1941,
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