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THE TALG A'ip 

The value of crude and refined talc and soapstone sold by Canadian produ--
cers of these minerals in 1942 totalled 310, 824 compared wi th a corresponding value 
of .360809 in 1941. Mine shipments of soapstone in 1042 totalling 14.369 tons and 
valued at $156,529 caine entirely from the Eastern Townships in the province of 
Quebec.. Production of high grade talc is confined chiefly to the province of 
Ontario, and in 1942 shipments totalling 15,499 net tons valued at 174, 295 were 
made from properties ].ocated near ?ladoc, Hastings county, and from a. deposit situat- 
ad in Canonto township in Frontenac county. In British Columbia, crude talc imported 
from the United $tates was treated in a mill operated by Geo. W. Richmond & Company 
of Vancouver. 

During 1942 there were 10 finns reported as active in the industry, 7 in 
the province of Quebec and 3 In Ontario; all of these made commercial mine shipments. 
Capital employed in the industry totalled 4567,665; employees numbered 115 and 
113,601 were distributed as salaries and wages. Fuel and purchased electricity 
consumed were appraised at t25,905 and the cost of e<p1osives and other process sup--
plies used was reported at $33,208. The net value of sales in 1942 was estimated 
at C21 551,711 compared with ZZ05,605 in 1941. 

The following infonnatioTt is from a report prepared by the Buresu of 
Mines, Ottawa: 

"The entire talc and soapstone production of Canada has for some years 
past come from Ontario and Quebec. More than 90 per cent of the total output of 
talc to the ei-id of 1942, however, came from the Madoc area, Hastings county, Ontario, 
hich stp1ies ground talc of good white colour, while Quebec produces mainly a grey, 
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ff -colour grade. Quebec is the only producer of cut soapstone blockc and bricks, 

and of sawed crayons. 

ttDerelopment of the Madoc deposits commenced about 1900 and total output 
to date 	estimated to have been about 400,000 tons. Since 1937, Canada Talc 
Limited, operating the Conle].r mine, has furnished most of the supply, having taken 
over the mine and mill of the G. H. Gillespie Company, the pioneer operator, in 
that year.. Production is at the rate of about 15,000 tons a year. There have been 
various other amaJ.1, intermittent operations in the area but these have accounted 
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for only a smali tonnage. In 1941, Trent Mining Syndicate commenced development on 
a property adjoining the Conley mine and erected a small mill, but was inactive dur-
ing most of 1942. V. C. Spry (Victory Talc) continued to grind a smal] tonnage of 
off-colour talc in the mill of Canada Slate Products about a mile north of Madoc, 
the crude rock being obtained from a deposit neer Ompah, Frontenac county, 65 miles 
ditart, The Ompah talc is finely schistose, croaxn-coloured, and quite distinct in 
character from that of the Madoc district. 

"Quebec has been producing cut soapstone since 1922, mainly in the form of 
blocks and bricks for the alkali recovery furnaces of domestic kraft mills. The saw-
ing of crayons was commenced a few years ago. The industry is centred in the 
Thetford Mines district, Eastern Townships, where Broughton Soapstone and Quarry 
Company is the principaJ. operator. This company operates two soapstone quarries 
near Leeds station in Broughton township and in addition to turning out cut stone 
and crayons produces most of the ground talc made in the province. Other smaller 
operators in the same district are Charles Fortin, of Robertson, and L. C. Pharo, 
of Thetford Mines, working in Thetford and Leeds townships, respectively. Some of 
the sawing dust from these operations is sold to domestic roofing firms and a con-
siderable tonnage of quarry and sawing waste is shipped to the grinding plant of 
Pulverized Products, Limited, 4820 Fourth Avenue, Roscount, Montreal. Total sales 
of cut stone from the district in 1942 were about 3,000 tons and of round talc 
about 8,500 tone. Baker Mining and Milling Company, 4010 St. Catherine Street 6et, 
Montreal, the only other operator in Quebec, has a mine and mUl near Righwator in 
Brome county, close to the Vermont boundary. The compony began to produce in 1938 
and in 1941 reported sales of about 1,500 tons of ground talc of various grades. 
Total production of ground talc in the Province in 1942 was nearly 14,000 tons. 

"In British Columbia the deposits near McGillivray, on the Pacific Great 
Eastern rai.J.v;ay and at Kapoor near Victoria have been idle since 1935. 

"Many grades of ground talc are marketed and the price range is wide. 
Value is dependent upon purity (governing freedom from lime and gritty or iron-
bearing substances, slip, and colour), particle shape, and finertes; of grinding, 
the specifications for which vary in the different consuming industries. Roofing 
and foundry tales are the cheapest grades, these trades being satisfied with 
coarser grey or off-colour material, often soapstone powder or sawing dust, which 
sells at about 5 to 7 a ton fo.,h, rail. Domestic grey talc, suitable for rubber 
and paper use, sold in 1942 for an average of e7 to 8 per ton. %Thite, Madoc talc 
was quoted at 7 to 10 for the coarser grades, $11 to 28 for finer mesh sizes, 
and t44 for minus 400-mesh material, 

"j1iy11ite - Pyrophyllite (hydrous silicate of alumina) closely resem-
bles talc on appearance and physical characteristics. It is difficult to distin-
guish from talc even by microscopic means and often requires chemical analysis for 
its identification. In the ground state it can be employed for many of the indus-
trial uses of talc. Commercial deposits are relatively scarce. Most of the 
recorded world production comes from North Carolina where the industry has expanded 
rtpidly in recent years. A large part of the American output goes to the ceramic 
trade, the remainder being sold for fillers in various products. When fired, pyro-
phyllite does not flwc, as does talc, and it is of value in a wide range of 
high-grade ceramic products, including refractories. 

"Important deposits are known in Newfoundland, from which some shiponts 
were made a few years ago to the grinding mill of Clinchfield Sand and Feldspar 
Corporation, Baltimore, Maryland. The occurrences are at present owned and 
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operated by Industrial Minerals Company of Newfoundland Limited, Box 435, St. John's, 
which in 1942 installed a grinding plant with a capacity of 25 tons a day and 
hippod about 500 tons of ground material to Great Britain. In Canada, some rather 

low-grade, sericitic pyrophyllite occurs at Ky -uquot Sound on the west coast of 
Vancouver Island. A small quantity was shipped from these deposits about 30 years 
ago for use In refract.ories and cleanser products. None of the reported occurrences 
of pyrophyllite in Quebec have been developed and little is known of their extent 
or ecormic possibilities. One such deposit in Stanstead township, near Lake 
Memphragog, was investigated In 1941 by the Bureau of Mines, but the material 
proved to be sericite, 

"In 1942, pyrophyllite was quoted at 3 to $15 a ton, f.oh. North 
Carolina mills, for 200-mesh and 325--mesh material, respectively." 

Table 1 - PRINCIPAL STATIS 11ICS OY THE TALC AND DAPSDNE INDUBTIC( IN CANADA,  
140-1942 

1940 	1941 	1942 

Number of firms . ..... 
Capit.alemployed 	. ........... .$ 
Number of employees - On salary 

On wages 
Total 

Salaries and wages - Salaries 
iages 

Total ..... 
Selling value of products (Gross) 
Cost of fuel and purchased electricity $ 
Cost. of explosives and other process 

supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... 
Selling value of products (net) ....... 

8(b) 8(c) 10(a) 
319,398 695,581 567,665 

7 8 8 
87 140 107 

148 115 
- 19. 563 

 

21,564 22, 729 
61316 	- - 107,256 90,872 
80,879 128,820 113,601 	- 
229,639 360,809 310,324 
15,480 26,882 25,905 

	

21,650 	28,324 	33,208 
$ 	192,509 	505,603 	251,711 

(a) 7 firms in Quebec and 3 in Ontario; data for 1 firm in Quebec, other than Sales 
not available. 

(b) 6 firma in Quebec and 2 in Ontario. 
(c) 5 firms In Quebec and 5 in Ontario. 

Tabl e 	BY CLASSES (x)i- _  
1940 	1941 	1942 

$ 
Present value of lands, buildings, fixtures, 
machinery, tools and other equipment ...... 
Inventory value of materials on hand, stocks 
In process, fuel and miscellaneous supplies 
on hand •................. .......... ...... 
Inventory value of finished products on hand 
Operating capital ...... . , . • • • • • . . . . . . . . 

TOTAL .................... 

(x) By active firms. 

	

284,993 	590,303 	458 9036 

	

5,184 	18,343 	9,465 

	

6,518 	8,915 	21,385 

	

22,705 	78,020 	78,779 

	

319,398 	695,581 	567,665 
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TableS 

Month 	 Total. 	19 42 
Undergnd - M211 

January 	...............; 99 55 57 29 
February 108 63 56 26 
March 	.,.............. 100 46 58 25 
April 	. . ,, • • • , 	........ . . 121 43 49 25 
May ,... 13) 43 45 22 
June 	.................... 150 46 45 26 
July 	............... . .... 149 53 34 23 
August 	................ 161 47 25 21 
September 153 35 27 23 
October 	............••• 173 35 25 24 
November 169 34 25 22 
December 	........ 167 41 18 20 

Table 4 - WAGE-EA11ERS i01EINC LUlUbER OF }IOU!'W SPECI}IE1) DUitIG ONE hXEK IN MONTE OF 

Number of 	 Nuncer of 	Nunoer of 	 Number or 
hours worked 	 —_hours worked 	w-earners 

30 hours or less ,., 3 4950 hours 
3143 hours 4 51-54 hours 85 
44 hours ..., 1 55 hours 2 
45-47 hours 	......., •1 56-64 hours 25 
A cc 	-- i,1q 	nnr 	rtrir 	- 	- 

Grand total number of employees in week 
specified .............................. 153 

Total wages paid in week specified .....,. 	2,494 

Table 5 - FND 	ECT1fl1TlE1941 and 1942  
Unitof 1941 1942 
raec sure - Qi.wuti ty Value ianUjVa1ue 

Iituminou 	con]. - Canadian tons 5 45 3 30 
Foreign tons .. ... 

Anthracite coal 	, . . 	........ tons . . . . . . , 	. . 
Gasoline .................., Imp.a1. 14,448 3,631 17,194 5,237 
Kerosene .................... Imp.gal. 90 17 187 59 
Fuel oil and diesel oil ..... Imp.ga1. 11,197 1,638 3,940 851 
Yood 	...................... cord 70 210 68 339 
El ectri c ty purchased (x) K. Vi. H. 	- 225 141 - 
- 	- 	- - ... -. 
(x) In addition, 107,424 K.F.H. generated fo7 on use in 1941 

Table 6- P0 FiT_1NSTALLATIçN,_194 
NUILer 	HOrsc powjr--tIaflu 

of uni ts 	facturers' gj4p - 

Diesel engines . 	........................ 	2 	 78 
Otbr gas engines 	 14 	450 
Electric notors operatel by purchased power 	41 	1,002 
ilcctrjc rnot,crn oper.tte' by own power ... 
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Tabin 7 PFT)UCTION OF TALC A14DSOAPSXJNE IN CANADA, 1930-1942  
Year 	 Value 	Year 	 Valuo 

$ 
1930 	•••.....•••• 186 1 216 1937 	............ 163,814 
1931 157,083 1938 	..... 144,848 
1932 	........... 159,038 1939 	......... ... 170,066 
1933 	. . 	....... . . . . . 190,856 1940 	. . . . 	........ . . • 229,639 
1134 	..... 180,777 1941 	...........; 360,809 
1935 	. . . , . . 	....... * 171,532 1942 	......... . . . . . 310,824 
1936 177,270 

Production of talc and soapstone in Canada from 1886 to the end of 1942 
totalled 551,669 short tons valued at 5,123,105. The 1arest annual tonnage pro-
ducel during these years was 34,632 in 1941, also, the greatest annual value was 
360,809 in 1941. 

Tabl e 8 PRODUCTION (ALES) IN CANADA OF TALC AND S0APSTON194O-.1942 
1940 1941 1942 

iarit 	Value Quantitj 	Value 	Qtti ty - 	Value 
Tons 	$ Tons $ 	Tone 	$ 

Soapstone (Quebec) (x) 8,625 	74,905 16,461 155,925 	14,369 	136,529 
Talc -. Ontario . 	. 15_166154_71 20464 	1549495 

TOTAL CANADA,. 310,824 
tpmnt 	by some firms usually include a considerable quantity of material 

classified as talc. 

Table 9 CONSUMPTION OF TALC IN CANADA, BY INDUSTRIES, AS NEPORTED IN ThE ANNUAL 
CENSUS OF MAN UFACTIJRES, 1941 

Industry Short tons Cost at works 

Rubberindustry .......*.....*,...,...., 1,093 21,194 
E1-etrica1 apparatus ....... 438 10,906 
Paints 	............................ 3,789 130,215 
Soaps and cleansing preparations 793 21,244 
Toiletpreparations 562 27,377 
Polishes 	............ 19 478 
Products from Imported clays .... 762 11,542 
Prepared roofing 	.................... 4,740 49,750 
Pulp 	and piper 	...................... 1,169 19,023 
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