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THE TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1946

Producers! shipments of crude and milled talc and soapstone totalled
29,353 tons valued at $303,684 in 1946, compared with 27,088 tons worth $294,888
in the previous year. Operators in Quebec shipped 14,914 tons of talc and soap-
stone worth $150,004 and mines in Ontario sold 14,439 tons, mostly high-grade
talc, valued at $153,680.

Imports of talc and soapstone in 1946 amounted to 6,737 tons valued at
$150,972, and the exports of talc totalled 6,402 tons worth $74,991.

The industry employed 87 persons to whom $117,551 were paid in salaries
and wages, Fuel and electricity cost $25,401 and the expenditure for freight and
process supplies amounted to $38,167.

The Bureau of Mines, Ottawa, has given the following information on the
talc industry:

"Talc and soapstone production in Canada comprises powdered material
made from both these raw materials, sawn soapstone furnace blocks and bricks, and
talc crayons. For a number of years there has been a steady production of these
three classes of material centred in the Eastern Townships, Quebec, and of ground
talc in the Madoc area, Hastings county, Ontario. The ground talc produced in
Quebec consists of grey, slightly off—colour material, classed for statistical
purposes as soapstone; that from Ontario is of prime white grade.

"The market value of ground talc varies widely and is dependent upon
purity (determined by freedom from lime and gritty or iron-bearing substances,
slip and colour), particle shape, and fineness of grinding, the specifications
for which vary in the different consuming industries. Roofing and foundry talcs
are the cheapest grades, the users being satisfied with coarser, grey or off-
colour material, often soapstone powder or sawing dust, which sells at about $6
to $7 a ton, f,o,b. rail. Domestic grey talc suitable for roofing, rubber, and
paper use, sold in 1946 for $7.50 to $10 a short ton, according to fineness;
similar talc from Vermont was quoted at $9.50 to $11 in bulk. White talc from
Madoc, Ontario, was quoted at $9.50 for the coarser grades, $10.50 to $17.50 for
finer mesh sizes, and $44 for minus 400 mesh material, output of the last
material being only a small part of the total. New York fibrous tale, 325 mesh,
sold for $12 to $15. Imported European cosmetic talcs cost as high as $80 per
ton delivered."

Note: This report was prepared by A. R. Deir, Mining Statistician.
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Table 1 - PRINCIPAL STATISTICS OF THE TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY IN CANADA,

1944 -1946
1944 L9478 1946
R OL BIXNMS o cisossecadjonscrarens 6 S 5
Number of employees - Administrative.. 14 19 i8],
Noxknenrs . ... .. : 99 92 76
By ... 113 ~ 103 87
Salaries and wages - Salaries ........ $ 29,532 28,714 27,455
Wages ........... $ 104,351 106,068 90,096
el ... @ 153,883 134,782 117,551
Selling value of products (Gross) .... % 357,249 294,888 303,684
Cost of fuel and purchased electricity & 27,642 27,978 25,401
Cost of freight and process supplies.. & 40,523 51,604 38,067
Selling value of products (net) ...... § 289,084 215,306 240,116

Table 2 — PRODUCERS' SHIPMENTS OF TALC AND SOAPSTONE(:#), 1944-1946

1944 _ = ShE-E 8 NG
Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
tons 3 tons E3 tons 3
Soapstone (Quebec)(x) 19,013 204,127 14,225 153,594 14,914 150,004
e (Gntario) ..... 3 13,584 153,122 12,863 141,194 14,439 153,680
TOTAL CANADA ..... 32,597 357,249 27,088 254,888 29,353 303,684

(%) Includes both crude and milled grades.
(x) Shipments by some firms usually include a considerable quantity of material
classified as talec.

Table 3 - PRODUCTION(#) OF TALC AND SOAPSTONE IN CANADA, 1931-1946

Year Tons Value Year Tons Value
3 $

MGG . . o 21,918 157,083 LEEGH e M 18,241 170,066
1) 732 et L 163285 159,038 TGqmnet LS 23,791 229,639
BN, |, . % s 16,829 190,836 IR, . 34,632 360,809
IS R I 157552 180,777 WOL L w i i 29,868 310,824
THET 1 T 15,301 171,532 pler L R 26,163 266,685
INSSES ... . ¥ 168687 1 27280, 1644 ...... 32,597 357,249
ST T . L 15,939 163,814 PGAE | tnie. 27,088 294,888
MISE 1% 47, 13,814 144,848 1946 ...... 29,355 303,684

(*) Producers' shipments.

Table 4 - IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF TALC, 1945 and 1946
[ LS 198 46
Tons $ Tons [

Imports - Talc or soapstone 6,382 131,863 6,737 150,972

Bxports - Talc ........ i, 7,363 100,114 6,402 74,991
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Table 5 - AVAILABLE STATISTICS ON THE CONSUMPTION OF GROUND TALC AND SOAPSTONE IN
CANADA, 1945 and 1946

d 'S 45 1246

(Tons)
(a) By Uses a

Paints LU B R B B B LI B B B I B R 5’885 5,445

IRGOIEMAT] o .vo s¥ershe o ofe o o ohe olelelodslolehots o o o o oiukors 6,168 8,065
Pulp and paper ......... 58500 Co00000 . 2,454 2,872
BIEBHEI . . .ui: ov s o 435 06 o5 vienessnss G000 00 0C 2,656 2,529
Toilet and medicinal preparations ...., 1,373 1,226
Electrical apparatus ............ codooc 199 259
Imported clay products ...... Cloola,dB ot o C 713 L0
Soaps and cleaning preparations ....... 735 683
FIEEMEESE « 2cveie tie s are fa e wimioeerorers o % 6 o sioiens 267 250
Insecticides .vicvn.. o+ ohe | shelokoReRore) o) ol ol etaRona 943 2,616
RellSIShes . ; coseeecevcssecossncans 500000C 23 B
Prepared foundry facings .....eoeeeeeas 10 17
IRon FOuNdPIeS ..c.s0ccboescancsascsoes 106 106
BIERMSUCS] S, 0 o Yoropsiaia a'e o o s sis oionsiarara’s 5 ss's 3 oo 10 Y
Adhesives ........ D0 00000 0 BBC Gac oodaC ot 45 45
Linoleum .....00c0s0 350080800 of OOt o 500 19

ROMATL croreieterenolshs = = = =  =fe oc 21,587 25,270

(b) By Provinces

Nova Scotia ...... 5000000000 ECEBONE . 58 52
New Brunswick ........ olelels]8 3lolalsle & & 5/s sas 475 375
R ok S 0800 06 000 OB 00 G b0 000T 8,133 9,204
(0)00c 21 o o IR SIS S R 5000 oo Jc 50 0 ok 10,731 13, 286
Manitoba ......e0000000ane sl =+ (O - 1,439 1,548
Saskatchewan ....c.cvecesscncssns 50060 42 i)
Alberta ...ccovvevccevesvoconnssoconcnns 67 83
BRitish Columbla: ... ..« eiecomeamsisiss s o omseis 641 648

TORAM=. . GyeVel. L ls ro¥oteiene Aloroke 21,587 25,270

Table 6 - NUMBER OF WORKMEN, BY MONTHS, 1945 and 1946

19 4=5 1946

Rl Surface Underground Nill Surface Underground WMill
January ....... 0% 39 20 Sil 28 18 19
February ....cou.v. 44 21 47 22 12 147
March ..... Srelsls e 39 21 44 24 13 19
ADEACL e @ i) eXeXererd) s1ors 31 25 32 24 17 34
May seveeeeasses 5 26 25 30 22 19 36
JUne ... Car: 46 19 28 26 16 36
dUky . eieoe X5 44 19 28 31 14 3
August .. ceeecanae 40 21 28 35 13 39
September ........ 42 21 26 36 10 38
October .......vae 45 20 28 33 13 38
November ......... 33 21 26 33 14 37
December ..:...a.s 22 14 19 27 14 ol

AVERAGE ..... 48 21 33 29 14 35
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Table 7 - FUEL AND EILECTRICITY USED, 1845 and 1846

- Unit of 1945 : 1946

measure Quantity Value Quantity Value
$
Bituminous coal--Canadian CF 5 s b f 4o ¢
Foreign. LI A ob o TO% A1

e, L. v cseee e IMP.gRl, 18,670 3,961 10,875 3,097

Kerosene ,.....cse000.... Imp.gal. 75 iS5 30 6

Fuel oil and diesel oil.. Imp.gal. 20,255 3,389 19,610 2,787

R e P cord 16 75 25 126

Electricity purchased ... K.W.H. 1,784,770 20,600 1,599,300 19,406
BRI b oo . n s =k ey 27,978 My 25,401

Electricity generated for

TR e R 3 il » o V. 8. 164,850 - 122,380

Table 8 — POWER EQUIPMENT, 1946

Ordinarily in Use 1In Reserve of ldle

Number  Horse Number  Horse

of units power of units power
[RESETSIR CHINBISE fiois o 57% o7 e sTaneraloieiale s & o515 s 0 s 5 s & 3 274 L O 00
Other gas engines ..... b o Do ol 30 5 0o O 1S 344 sl valts
Electric motors operated by purchased power 53 879 4 320
Electric motors operated by own power ..... 12 126 = FAE
MEHon—cenePationy 'SBLS «cv i bt shacensnea .. o It =,

DIRECTORY

FIRMS IN THE TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY, 1946

Name of Firm Head Office Address Location of
Plant or Mine
Quebec -
Baker Mining & Milling Co., Ltd. 4010 St. Catherine St. W.,
Montreal Highwater
Broughton Soapstone & Quarry
Co. Ltd. Broughton Station Broughton
Fortin, Charles Robertsonville Thetford Tp.
Pharo, L. C. Co. Ltd. 187 St. Maurice St., Thetford
Mines Leeds Tp.

Ontario -
Canada Talc Limited Madoc Huntingdon Tp.




