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THE TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 12&8

Canadian producers of talc and soapstone shipped 28,780 tons
valued at $309,823 during 1948. Operators in Quebec, all in the Eastern
Townships, shipped 14,479 tons of blocks and ground raterial worth
$1/5,361 and shipments from Ontario totalled 14,301 tons valued at
8164,462; the latter tonnage was mostly high-grade milled tale, The 5
concerns in this industry employed an average of 58 persons during the
year.

Canadian consumers imported 7,798 tons of talc or soapstone
valued at $213,438 in 1948. Exports totalled 5,052 tons worth $63,474.

Ground talc, including soapstone and pyrophyllite, is used
chiefly in the paint, roofing, paper, rubber, insecticide, and ceramic
industries., It is used also in foundry facings, bleaching fillers for
textiles, cosmetics and pharmaceuticals, soaps and cleansers, plaster,
polishes, plastics and for rice polishing. Soapstone is used extensively
in the form of sawn blocks and bricks for lining the alkali recovery
furnaces and kilns of kraft pulp and paper mills, It is used for brick
and slab liners for fireboxes, stoves, and ovens, and for switchboard
panels, laboratory benches, etc. Consideraible quactities cf sce;:zicne
quarry and sawing waste are ground and used as low-grade talc in the
rubber, roofing, foundry, and other trades. Compact, massive talc, sawn
into sguare pencils and slices, is an important material for steelmakers!'
crayons. Recent shortages of suitable raw material have led to the intro-
duction of extruded crayons compounded of ground talc with a suitable
binder.

Under the new Mutilateral Trade Agreement, effective January 1,
1948, the duty on ground talc exported to the United States was reduced
from 175 per cent to 10 per cent ad valorem on material valued at not over
$1/ a ton. On material valued at over $1. a ton, the duty remains at 35
per cent. The duty on crude material is 4 per cent a pound, whereas cut
soapstone or talc in the form of bricks, crayons, blanks, ete,, is dutiable
at one cent a pound. Talc, ground or unground, enters Canada under the
British Preferential tariff at 15 per cent; imports from the United States
are dutiable at 20 per cent.
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Table 1 - PRINCIPAL STATISTICS OF THi: TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1946-

1948

1946 N 1948

IR O LAPRS . cv v eorrviaacannanes . 5 3 3
Number of employees - Administrative . i L' 10
feFlapen .oesees. 76 61 48

TRAEN .. .o4 e, 87 73 58

Salaries and wages - Salaries ....... $ 27,455 32,766 29,035
ae® . laestis. & 90,096 7%, 761 78,053

PO L odewaness P 117,550 110, 557 102,087

Selling value of products (gross) .... $ 303,68/ 266,377 309,823
Cost of fuel and purchased electricity $§ 25,401 23,186 20,358
Cost of freight and process supplies . $ 38,167 18,904 8,897
Selling value of products (net) ...... $ 240,116 22/, ,687 280,573

Table 2 - PRODUCERS!' SHIPMENTS OF TALC AND SOAPSTONE (x) BY PROVINCES, 1946-1948

1946 | A 1-9vd 8
Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
tons 3 tons tons
Quebec (soapstone) (#) Lk, 94 158,004  L34yR279 AR3.467 . .- 04AT9 . RIS BEE
alaric (Wle) .. ... _}A,A39 153,680 13,430 142,910 14,301 164,462
CANRER. 5 .opests o6 29,353 = 303,684 26,709 266,377 28,780 309,823

Z?) Includes both crude and milled grades.
(#)

Shipments by some firms usually include a considerable guantity of material

eclassified as talc.

Table 3 - SHIPMENTS OF TALC AND SOAPSTONE BY CANADIAN PRODUCERS, 1939-1948

Year Tons Value Year Tons Value
$ $
20 ...k 18,241 170,066 -9/, oo 2Re HRW 357,249
T L 23,791 229,639 7=/ 1 . 27,088 294,888
112V ] P 34,632 360,809 LE8G ..v.. 29.393 303,684
1102) o R W 29,868 310,82/ 152/ AN 26,709 266,377
LGL3. o 4% 26,163 266,685 0 /73S S T 28,780 309,823
Table 4 - IMPORTS INTO CANADA AND EXPORTS OF TALC, 1947 and 1948
SoPle 7 1 9 4L 8
Tons $ Tons 3
Imports - Talc or soapstone 8,472 196,697 7,798 213,438
Bemarts ~ Tale ..oai.s v AT 5,807 68,394 5,052 63,474
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Table 5 - AVAILABLE STATISTICS OH THL CONSUMPTION OF GROUND TALC AND ‘SOAPSTOIE IN
CANADA, 1945-1947

il N =R 1 Fa
(Tons)
(a) By Uses
Paints ...... e o srmmannbee s LD » 5,885 5,445 7,398
Heafde ...c....- T T 6,168 8,065 8,618
IR O, DAPET 3 s coiv oo vvsssoi o sine o 2,454 2,872 1,899
RUBDET '+ suvvvnnnorrnnnnerernans 2,656 2,529 3,075
Toilet and medicinal preparations . 478 1,R86 1,340
Electrical apparatus ..eeeevecees. . 158 259 330
Inported clay products ...... e 713 i, TG 1,214
Soaps and cleaning preparations ... 735 683 524
i o AT U A 267 250 150(x)
EREAdEICIARS (8 vatecoorocaiicansio 943 2,616 2,388
PEICARIR 3o o« % 8880t 000nesdianid 35, 23 31 8
Prepared foundry facings ....... p_— 10 17 49
Iron foundries ......... Boonsns s » 106 106 106(x)
Plasti(‘s Ps v e s esoVReens Lot v e soe0 s 10 vow e
Adhesives secevverreocranrsnnsaces . 45 45 6(x)
BRI 5.0 pnape s peli 5 § o A T | 6
TOTAL & .o wises eTaratangere 21,587 25,270 27,148
(v) By Provinces
O Meataa ., L s eveovsososccsaoone k. 52 60
New Brunswick ....ccocveseesss . om 475 375 509
CUERE .. ..o rereeeaons - 8,133 9,204 10,006
ORI § pprss 3.siv ¢ ¢ 50 s oreoraraasssses 10,731 13,785 14,208
MANItODA «vveerrervonernnanes e 1,439 1,548 1,503
Saskatchewan .....ecevveeene o A% a4 . ] 81
e e 67 83 70
British Columbia ....... smomsnsxessuls dTs, ’ - W - TP (- %
BARAT: oovivionsonins 21, 587 25,270 L L

(x) Partly estimated,

Table 6 - NUMBER OF WORKMEN IN THE TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY, BY MONTHS, 1947 and

1948

Mont: L . L2 L4 B

: Surface Underground Mill Surface Underground Mill
JAMUATY sevcocoose 28 13 24 14 8 22
February .eeeceeee 34 13 25 i3 10 2
March ....coeeecees 36 13 25 15 14 23
[\ e o S 20 13 25 2 12 22
MBY 2 s iv e s s = 46 N 25 1.2 ¥ 21
JUNEesmm= s Tvme 38 i5]; 27 21 8 20
- a5 A SR 27 13 25 22 9 20
/110770 T g 28 11 23 7 % 2
September cvv.ve.e 30 ' 9 21 16 11 19
October ...veevees 19 10 22 16 12 20
Hovember ....eeees 9 8 18 27 11 20
Decgmber ......... 6 9 18 9 12 21

AVERAGE ..... 27 1 23 16 T 2L
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Table 7 - FUEL AMD SLECTRICITY USED, 1947 and 1948 . _
|

Unit of 1 l -]

i

1A

1010657422

> — - Tt T D

1.0 b o8

- -

v 1a: .. _measure Guantity  “Valuwe ____ Quantity _ Value
s 9

G’asoline Perercertsrenca e Imp-galO 7 3“’) 2’!“82 7’21"9 2’665
MEEBSEIIE e csoralierress  IMPagal. 40 8 50 10
Fagl oil and diesel 6il . Iwpn,zal. 10,800 1,413 1,385 )
\{001 @ v 2 e s e s 0t s PO sRee s * 88 . *e s . . -
Electricity puxchasel B K,W.H. 1,442,143 18, 8&3 1 ,420, 2?0 17,183
TOTAlJ e 0 0 0 00 sV LR e e 22’786 % e a9 20’353
Electricity generated for : ! N
ONENIBCL oy @haiohakoislls sheolals K.‘jaH- 186,500 s o e e

P e e+ e Bt i B S e B Y ————— o — ot 4 o 1o L M o Nl Y A E O e e @ T

Bl e e 2

Table 8 - POVER EQUIPHENT, 1943 _

Orllna"llv 1n Uae

In_Reserve or Idle

“Nunber Torse Aumber Horse
e e e e O i ks power  of units  power
R R T T N DU < 1 35 §9 .
Other gasoline engines ......... et a 100 7B -
Electric motors operated by purchased
powel‘ FEE N B S BTN BN R R N I A I B A 71_—-~~‘ 981. L 4’ 320
TOTAIJ A A A B I B R ] 75 1,116 1'- 320

DIRECTORY OF FIRMS IN THE TALC AND SOAPSTONE INDUSTRY, 1948
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Nanre of Firm Head Office Address

Location of
Plant or lline

- - ol -

Quebec -

Baker Ilining & Hilling Co. Ltd. 4010 St. Catherine St. W.,
lontreal
Broughton Soapstone & Quarry
o i s B Broughton Station
Fortin, Charies Robertsonville
Pharo, L.C., Co. Lid. 1 Wctoria S, , Thetford
liines

Ontario -
Canada Talc Limited Hadoc

Highwater
Broughton
Thetford Tp.

Leeds Tp.

Huntingdon Tp.

- . -




