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The industry Talc and Soapstone Mines is part of 
Other Non-metal Mines—Industry 079 of the Standard 
Industrial Classification Manual, Catalogue No. 12-501. 

Ground talc, including soapstone and pyrophyllite, 
is used chiefly in the paint, roofing, paper, rubber, 
insecticide and ceramic industries. It is used also in 
foundry facings, bleaching fillers for textiles, cosmetics 
and pharmaceuticals, soaps and cleansers, plaster, 
polishes, plastics and for rice polishing. Soapstone is 

ed extensively in the form of sawn blocks and bricks 
lining the alkali recovery furnaces and kilns of kraft 

pulp and paper mills. Also it is used for brick and slab 

liners for fireboxes, stoves and ovens, and for switch-
board panels, laboratory benches, etc. Considerable 
quantities of soapstone quarry and sawing waste are 
ground and used as low-grade talc in the rubber, roofing, 
foundry and other trades. Compact, massive talc, sawn 
into square pencils and slices, is an important material 
for steebriakers' crayons. 

Canadian producers of talc, soapstone, pyro-
phyllite and steatite shipped 60,665 short tons valued at 
$900,985 in 1967 compared with 70,144 tons valued 
at Si ,036,450 in the preceding year. These valuations 
exclude the value of containers. 



SYMBOLS 

The following standard symbols are used in Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics publications: 

figures not available. 
figures not appropriate or not applicable. 

- nil or zero. 
- amount too small to he expressed. 

preliminary figures. 
'revised figures 
x confidential to meet secrerv requirements of the Statistics 

Act. 



Month Mine 

Mill Total 

Mine 

Under- Under- 
Surface ground Surface ground 

number 

24 14 26 64 33 1 
24 14 26 64 36 1 

January 	...................................... 

26 11 23 60 33 1 
February 	..................................... 
March 	....................................... 

36 10 23 69 35 
50 11 24 85 35 1 
50 10 24 84 47 1 
49 10 24 83 52 July 	....................................... 
52 10 23 85 50 

April 	....................................... 
May 	....................................... 

51 10 22 83 50 

June 	...................................... 

51 12 24 87 49 

August 	..................................... 
September 	................................... 

50 14 25 89 49 
ober 	.................................... 

\,vember 	................................... 
50 14 25 89 47 1 

	

December 	................................... 

	

Averages 	................................... 43 12 24 79 43 

Mill 	I Total 

24 
	

72 
24 
	

74 
27 
	

74 
26 
	

76 
24 
	

73 
25 
	

83 
25 
	

85 
24 
	

83 
24 
	

83 
20 
	

78 
20 
	

18 
19 
	

76 

24 
	

78 
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TABLE I. Principal Statistics. Talc and Soapstone Mines, 1963 - 67 

Mining activity Total activity 

FS(Sb- Working owners Production 	nd 
Year 	 ish- related wo Cost of Cost of Value and partners Employees 

ments -. fuel and materials of Value Value 
M etec- and produc- added . added 

Number 	hours 	Wages triUtY supplsCS tion Number 	With- Number I 	and 
paid drawals wages 

No. '000 S'OOO S'OOO S'OOO 

1963 4 63 145 194 	44 135 	830 651 - - 80 277 648 
1964 4 71 163 224 	47 144 	916 725 - - 91 324 720 
1965 

...................... 

4 77 178 259 	50 136 	888 702 - - 96 353 699 
1966 

...................... 

...................... 
4 79 179 276 	54 274 	1.077 748 - - 99 386 746 

1967 
...................... 
...................... 4 78 175 309 	57 291 	988 640 - - 99 426 634 

TABLE 2. Employment and Payroll, Talc and Soapstone Mines, 1963.67 

Employers 	 Salaries and wages 

Production and I  
related workers Produc. 

Year Adininir- Sales tion and Admin- 
Other 	trative and Total related istra- Sales 

Mining and office distribution workers Other rise and Total 
and distri- 

_________- office bution 
Mining Male 	Female 	Mate 	Female 	Male 	Female 	Male 	Female 	Male 	Female 

number 5'OOO 

63 	- - 	 - 	 14 3 	- 77 3 194 - 	 83 - 277 
1,4 71 	- - 	 - 	 I? 3 	- 	 - 88 3 224 - 	 100 - 324 

77 	- - 	 - 	 16 3 	- 	 -. 93 3 259 - 	 94 - 353 
1966 

. 

- 	 - 	 17 3 	- 	 - 96 3 276 - 	 110 - 386 
1967 

..................79 	- 

..................78 	- - 	 - 	 17 4 	- 	 - 95 4 309 - 	 Ill - 426 

TABLE 3. Production and Related Woi'kers, Talc and Soapstone Mines, 1966 and 1967 

1966 
	

1967 
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TABLE 4. Purchased Fuel and Electricity Used, Talc and Soapstone Mines, 1966 and 1967 

Description 
1966 

Quajfllty 	Cost 
 _______ - 

1967 

Quantity Cost 

$ .000 5'000 

Bituminous coat: 
(a) From Canadian mines 	. 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . . . 	 . 	 . . 	. . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . . 	 ton 2 2 

- - - - 

Sub-bituminous coal (from Alberta mines only) - - - - 

- - - 

- - - - 

-  - 

Gasoline (including gasoline used in cars and trucks) 	..........Imp. gal 18,478 6 21.762 6 
Fuel oil including kerosene or coal oil 42,139 8 47949 10 

(b) Imported 	............................... . 

Wood 	. 	. 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 cord 39 - - 

Anthracite coal 	............................... . 

Gas: 
(a) Liquefied pcuoleum gases 	. . 	 . . . . . . . . . . 	. . 	. . . . 	 . 	 . . 	 Imp. gal 100 I 200 
(b) Other manufactured gas - - - -. 

- - - - 

Lignitecoal 	................................. . 
Coke..................................... . 

. 	 . - . 	 . 	 . - 

(C) Natural gas 	.............................. . 

Electricity purchased 	. 	. 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 kwh. 2,256,200 40 2,314,865 41 
... - ... - 

Otherfuel 	.................................. . 

... 54 ... 57 
Steam purchased 	.............................. . 

Total fuel and eectncity used 	.................... . 

Electricity generated: 
- - - - (a) For own use 	............................. . 

(b)Forsale 	................................ . - - - - 

'Lessthan$l,OOO. 

TABLE S. Materials and Supplies, Talc and Soapstone Mines. 1966 and 1967 

Cost 

Description 

	

1966 	 1967 

S'Oo( 

Semi-processed materials purchased and used in mine/mill operations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	 — 

	

Containers, shipping materials and supplies used .......................................... 58 	 h 

	

Operating, maintenance and repair supplies used (excluding fuel) .................................170 	 114 

	

Amount paid out to others for work done on materials owned by establishments ....................... 46 	 '1 

	

Totals ................................................................274 	 291 

TABLE 6. Value of Production, Talc and Soapstone Mines, 1966 and 1967 

Description 

Value of production 
Amount recrived in payment for work done on materiala and products owned by others 

Total value of production and work done 

Value 

1966 	 1967 

$'OOO 

1077 	 988 

1.077 	 988 

TABLE 7. Drilling Completed on Talc, Soapstone Deposits,t 1967 

:ootage dailies! 

Diamond drilling for exploration and testing: 
By mining companies with their own personnel and equipment ............................................ 
By diamond drilling contractors 

Other diamond drilling: 
Blast hole diamond drilling: 

By mining companies with their own personnet and equipment 
Bydiamond drilling contractors ............................................................ 

Drilling by percussion or other machines 2 	......................................................... 

2,886 

82 hi ii 

I Includes pyrophyllitc. 
2 Not complete as these data are not recorded by some companies. 

I 
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TABLE S. Specified Taxes Paid by Companies Engaged in Talc and Soapstone Mines Operations,' 1967 

Thousands of 
dollars 

Dominion income taxes, including taxes on non-operating revenue ......................................................... 1 

Provincialtaxes ............................................................................................... 	

. 

..16 

Municipaltaxes .................................................................................................6 

I Includes related corporate activities associated with operations of Talc and Soapstone mines. 

TABLE 9. Miscellaneous Expenditures Made by Companies Engaged in Talc and Soapstone Mines Operations,' 1967 

Thousands ot 
dollars 

(a) Workmen's compensation 	................................................................................... .13 

(b) Silicosis assessment 	.......................................................................................... - 

(c) Unemployment insurance .......................................................................................4 

(d) Aggregate cost of structures, roads, machinery, equipment, etc., built by or purchased from outside contractors or 
suppliers and chargeable to Fixed Assets Account ...................................... .......................... ..8 

s, luc of fixed asts mew structures, roads. machinery, equipment, etc., including major repairs and 
.ittons) produced by own employees and chargeable to Fixed Assets Account .........................................- 

	

.pital expenditures not reported in (d) and (C) ............ .......... ........... . ...... ...... ... . ............ 	..- 

(g) Cost of materials and supplies used in the production of machinery and equipment and in the construction of roads 
and new structures (including nsajor repairs and alteraUons by own employees and chargeable to tixed Assets 
Account) 	............................. ................................................... ............... ..- 

(h) Cost of office supplies used during the year, not chargeable to Fixed Assets Account. lxcludes cost of stamps and 
meterexpenses 	............................................................................................6 

I Includes related corporate activities associated with Canadian operations of Talc and Soapstone mines and not allocable elsewhere. 

TABLE 10. Producers' Shipmentst of Talc and Soapstone, by Provinces. 1965 67 

Province 

1965 1966 1967 

Selling value Selling value Selling value 
Quantity f.o.b. shipping Quantity fob, shipping Quantity fob, shipping 

points points points 

tons $'OOO tons S'OOO tons S000 

1 4 .675 173 16,087 208 17,260 228 

1 

Quebec (soapstone) 2 	............................... 

38,162 589 54,057 828 43.405 673 
Newfoundland 3 	................................ 

Ontario.................................... 

(.inada 	............................''... 52,837 762 70,144 1,036 60,665 901 

I, n dudes both crude and milled grades also ciayons and blocks. Value of contaitters is excluded. 
.IiipnsefltS by some firms usually include a considerable quantity of material classified as talc. 

iudes pyrophyltite. 
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TABLE 11. Shipments of Talc and Soapstone,' by Canadian Producers, 1958. 67 

Year Tons Value Year Tons Vai 

S'01u S'OOO 

35,405 429 54,250 758 

39.176 512 58,132 828 

1958 ............................... 

41,636 523 

1963 	............................. 

52,837 762 

1959 ............................... 

1960 ............................... 

48.116 691 

1964 	............................. 

1965 	............................. 

70,144 1.036 1961 	............................... 

1962 ............................... 46.161 625 

1966 	............................. 

1967 	........................ 	.... .60,665 901 

Includes pyrophyllite. 

TABLE 12. Imports and Exports of Talc and Soapstone. 1965-67 

1965 1966 1967 

Tons Value Tons Value Tons Value 

5'000 $'OOO 5 1000 

Importt: 

France 	.................................... Il 1 18 1 - - 

Italy 	...................................... 998 68 994 70 1,207 88 
United States 	............................... 26,849 1.174 23,906 1,097 25.275 1,161 

27.858 1,243 24,918 1,168 26,482 1.249 Totals .................................... 

Exports 	...................................... .. .. .. 

Source: Tr:cdc ,,C (jnad.c 	''linnorl. bc ('omciioclitk.. Catalocuc No 	( q 110' and 	lc.urt. bc (',nnm,dities" 	CataI:rur '. 

I 
I 	s11.I 	I 	\.i:IiIIe 	tIlI 	I 	I 	.IcIIcIIII 	t,iuii 	I 	11, 	1! :.I 	',.,, ::::;, 	I 	 lI 

1966 1967 

cons 

By uses: 

Rubber footwear ........................................................................... . 149 80 

544 

. 

575 

607 1.485 

Asphalt roofing 	........................................................................... 9434 9,646 

Tires and 	tubes 	............................................................................ . 

Other rtibber products 	...................................................................... . 

75 112 Small electrical appliances ................................................................... ...

Electrical industrial equipment 	............................................................... .2 

. 

.. 

314 

... 

73 Flectricwireandcable 	...................................................................... ... 

Clay 	products (imported clays) 	............................................................... 5,4 79 5,802 

Other petroleum and coal products ............................................................. 128 960 

Pharmaceuticals and medicines 	................................................................ 440 460 

Paintand varnish 	........................................................................... 8,497 8,370 

Soap and cleaning compounds 	............................................................... 12 43 

1,008 889 Toilet preparations 	......................................................................... .. 

Other chemicals industries 	.................................................................. .. 2,190 2,695 

Totalsaccounted for ...................................................................... 28,879 31,190 

By provinces: 
284 319 

56 54 NewBrunswick ............................................................................ 

Quebec........................................................... 	...................... 11,750 12.019 

Ontario.................................................................................. 11.959 13.60 ,  

Nova Scotia and Newfoundland 	............................................................... 

Manitoba....................................................... 	......................... 1,558  

- 

. 

2,040 

. 

2,1 

Saskatchewan............................................................................. 

Alberta.................................................................................. 

1.232 l. 	I British Columbia 	.......................................................................... 

Totals................................................................................. 28,879 31,1 9(1 
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I \ BLE 14. World Production of Talc, Pyrophyllite and Soapstone, by Countries 

(Ixtracted from the annual review issued by the U.S. ltureau of Minesi 

Country 1963 1964 1965 

tons - 

1966 1967 

North America: 
54,250 58.132 52,837 70,144 59,389 Canada 	(shipments) 	........................ 	... 	...... 	........ 	. . 

4 .4001  4,400 1  4,400 1  4,400 1  Mexico 	................................................... . 
United 	States 	.................... 	.................. 	.. 	..... 	. 804,358 889.949 862,875 895,045 902,512 

South Amesica: 
30,932 27,335 28,969 29,873 

Bra2iI 	 ............ 	.... 	........ ............................ 38,487 53,038 63,546 64,000 1  
2,846 3,042 4,822 2,813 

717 805 440 1,317 
. 	 . 52 154 66 

2,870 4,147 4,935 4,227 

Argentina 	.................................................. . 

Chile 	..................................................... .. 

2,341 2,618 2,346 

Paraguay 	.................................................. .. 
Peru 	...................................................... .. 
Uruguay ................................................... .. 

Europe: 

..1,890 

Austria 72,360 79,225 83,668 84,110 87,000 

Colombia 	.................................................. .. 

................................................... . 
Finland 7 ,447  9,062 7,716 5,516 ................................................... .. 

174,298 226,414 264,872 213,848 215.000 
Germany. West (marketable) ................................... 26,95 7  33,604 33,878 36,280 35,300 
Greece 	.................................................... 3,025 

. 

3,086 3,858 3,858 
Italy 	...................................................... . 153,590 147,522 131,256 124,207 134,482 

France 	.................................................... 

80 ,53 7  87,536 88,185 86,366 88,0001 
880 783 794 

110 .0001  110,000 1  126.756 127,000' 143,000' 

Norway 	................................................... . 
Portugal 	................................................... 59 5 

30,31 7  29,550 31.656 . 

Rumania 	.................................................. . 
Spain 	..................................................... . 

20,696 18,360 20,639 21,000 1  21,000 1  Sweden 	................................................... . 
U.S.S.R ................................................... .385,000 1  385,000' 395,000' 395,000k 

11.000 1  
408,000 

United 	Kingdom 	............................................ 8,933 11.374 11,174 

Africa: 

Botswana..................................................
Rhodesia. Southern 	......................................... 

- 

21 
- 

15 
53 
901 

- 

. 

- 

7,566 7,294 10.187 9,530 11,2661  
3,052 2,199 1,014 480 

south Africa 	............................................... 
Swaziland 	................................................. 

5,280 18,542 43,682 44,000 1  )'nited Arab Republic 	.................................... 

165,0001 165,000 1  165.01)0' 165,000 1  165,000 1  
133 ,3 5 7  154,203 184,998 172,284 
944 ,551 1.162,646 1,110.908 1,222,435 1,509,663 

lsina ..................................................... 
India 	..................................................... 

3 3 ,000 ' 44.000 1  55,000 1  55,000 1  55,000 1  
Japan 	..................................................... 
Korea, North ............................................... 

70,772 99,272 93,306 119,379 135,443 
2 ,061  2,821 3,135 3.618 

105  108 654 702 
16 ,300  18,718 16.787 31,694 45,542 

Korea, South 	. ............................................ .. 
Pakistan 	............................................. 
Philippines .................................................
Taiwan .................................................... 

Oceania: 

Australia 	.............................. 	... 	................ 15,616 18,777 21,710 23,931 

Totals2 	................................................. 3.411 ,186  

. 

3.878.449 3,931,570 4,031,263 4,015,531 

Estimate. 
2 Totals are of listed figures only; no undisclosed data included. 

List of Establishments classified to this Industry, 1967 
(Does not include establishments classified to other industries which mig3ft recover talc or soapstone as a secondary product) 

Name 	 Head office address 	 I 	Location of plant or mine 

Newfoundland: 

Newfoundland Minerals Ltd....................... 

.5 siebec: 

Raker Talc Limired 	.............................. 
Itroughton Soapstone & Quarry Co. Ltd............... 

)iitario: 

Canada Talc Ltd.................................. 

Box 98, Manuels 	..................................Long Pond. Conception Bay 

621 Craig St. W., Montreal ............................ .Highwater 
Broughton Station ................................ .Broughton 

Box 250, Madoc 	................................. .Huntingdon Twp. 





I 
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