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“Chief, Census of Industry: J,C. Macpherson

THE COTTON AND JUTE BAG INDUSTRY IN CANADA IN 1927

Ottawa, February, 1929, A report on the cotton and jute bag industry in
Canada is herewith presented and covers the operations for the calendar year 1927,
The following teble shows the number and location by provinces of the plants reporting
during the year 1927, The statistics relating to British Columbia have been
combined with those of Manitoba to prevent disclosare of individual statistics.

Provinces

1927

CANADA 1
Quebec

:
|
Ontario i
Mani toba 1
British Colunbia i

~ =W, —d

; Teble 1 gives the principal statistics of the industry for a two year
period 1926 and 1927,

Table 1, Principal Statistics of the Cotton and Jute Bag
Industry, 1926-1927,

Principal Statistics 1926 1927
Bstgblishments No. 14 x 1.
Fixed Capital $ 2,652,597 2,768,729
Working Capital $ 2,912,917 3,978,004

Total Capital $ | 5, 565, 514 6, 746,733
Employees on salaries - l

Male No. 5 76 i 83

Female No. ! a2 | 29

Totel Salaries $ ( 257,877 | 281,467
Employees on wages (average) - :

liale ey - - 282 | 300

Female No. | 595 | 625

Total wages paid $ ; 672,902 ; 670,61
Cost of fuel $ 1 21,561 l 21,69
Power employed - . ?

Units No. 176 196

Capaci ty H.P. 1,102 ‘ 1,089
Cost of materials used ¢ 12,277,373 ! 10, 90¢€, 830
Gross value of products $ . 14,072,099 : 12,932,779
Net value of products $ ! 1, 794,726 | 2,025,9L9
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THE COTTON AND JUTE BAG INDUSTRY IN CANADA

The principal statistics covering a period of years are shown in table 1(a)
affording e comprehensive study of the industry since the beginning of the annual

census in 1917,

Teble 1{a),

Bag Industry, 1917-1927,

Ccuparative Statisgtics of the Cotton and Jute

[ Estab- [ Salaries | | Gross Value | Net Value
| 11 sh~ Capital !HEmployees | and Cost of | of : of
Year {ments l Weges materials : products | products
i No. | $ i Ne. $ $ | |
! ]

1917 ! 11 5,693,056 : 702 | 500,760 | 8,469,752 | 12,490,588 | 1,020,836
1918 | 13 8,259,332 ; €95 | 749,974 ; 16,8U5,513 | 19,536,283 : 2,690,770
1919 :+ 1 7,831,0uU6 ; 901 : 739,722 | 14,u17,112 | 16,943,134 2,532,022
1920 | 16 5,740,002 i 900 | 865,247 | 14,254,605 ; 15,388,543 863,938
1921 | 16  L,819,05k gug | &u,371 | 7,198,203 ; 8,888,991 1,690,788
1922 | 14 | 5,866,388 i 918 | 863,439 | 8,701,562 ; 10,970,224 2,268,662
1923 |+ 16 | 5,356,095, 926 | 879,091 ; 10,636,855 12,288,301 | 1,651,146
1924 | 16 | 5,695,363 | 1,006 | 928,945 | 11,903,020 | 13,802,506 | 1,899,L86
192§ .. M5 .|« 6¢507,206" 98l ! 939,639 | 12,948,571 | 14,932,322 15,862,792
1926 | 1b , 5,565,514 ; 975 | 930,779 | 12,277,373 : 14,072,099 | 1,794,726
L9871 LI 6, 796,733 ! 1,037 | 9%2,080 | 10,906,830 | 12,932,779 2,025,949

' ' ! ! 1

The production of cotton :nd jute bags is shown in table 2 for the calendar

years 1926 and 1927 by quantity and selling value at the factory or works.

The

nuber of bags made from cotton end jute show an increase from 106,310,751 in 1926

to 106, 736,161 in 1927,

47 per cent of the total production of bags of all kinds.

The quantity of bags made from jute represemts approximately
The total value of

roduction fell from $14,072,099 in 1926 to $12,932,779 in 1927, a net decrease of
¥1,139,320 over the two year period,

Table 2, Production in the Cotton and Jute Bag Industry,
1926-1927,
] :
1 1926 : 1927
Classes of Products ! E
| Quantity Value ! Quantity | Value
1 $ I i $
{ |
Jute and cotton bags No. - . - E 26,000 } 2,830
Jute bags Y ‘ 56, 431, 540 8,546,880 | 56,581,328 | 7,790,2u6
Cotton bags 4 i 49,879,211 5y113,732 | 50,188,838 4, 754,911
Burlap bags g e - - | 325,000 25,009
Individual tea bags . i - 31,896 | 12,000,000 ! ug, 067
Bags repaired Tt - 125,097 | 382,000 | 83, 866
Hessian Yard | 1,752,599 200,789 | 1,783,378 | 182,083
All other products - - 53,725 | - | Ll 767
| i i
Total - - L morye i - l12,932,719
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Size of Establiskments

In view of the tendency towards concentration in industrial enterprises a
series of tables has been prepared presenting in a threefold way the size of
cstablishments in the cotton and jute bag industry measured by (a) capitel investment,
(b) gross value of production and (c) employment, all within certain specified groups or

limitations for the calendar year 1927,

capital, production and employment within the industry,

The tables further indicate the movement in

Average capital investment decreaded from $397,537 per plant in 1926 to

$396,867 in 1927.

In gross value of products the average production per factory shows a
decrease from $1,005,150 in 1926 to $760,7%2 in 1927,

In employment the totel number of persons entered on the payroll rose from

975 in 1926 to 1,037 in 1927 and the average per plant fell from 70 in 1926 to 61 in 1927,

1926 1927
Establishments having a Bstab- Average Estab-; Average
capital investment lish- | Total capital |lish~ | Total capi tal
of ments | Capltal |per estad~ ments | Capital |per estab-
. li shment iy | ili shment
Ne. fr $ $ No, l $ $
! |
Under $50C,000 ko 64,131 16,033 6 | 87,662 14,610
$50,000 to under $100,000 575 2=-Ji 5 - 3 -
$100,000 to under $200,000 - =' 4 =P e - -
$200,000 to under $500,000 € j 2,421,383 403,564 5 | 2,276,823| 155,365
$500,000 to under $1,000,000 3 11,849,507 616.5021 5 i 3,080,157 616,031
$1,000,000 and over 1 11,230,493} 1,230,L93 ] ’ 1,302,091 1,302,001
| i !
Total 14 | 9,965,514  397,537] 17 | 6,746,733] 396,867
Estao-; Total |Average |Estab- Total |Average
Establishments having a 1i sh-- Gross lgross | 1ish- | Gross [gross
gross value of ments | Value of |value per ments ; Value of {value per
production of Production |estab- ' Production|estab~
{ ‘1i shment ; ‘13 ghment
Yoo .+ & | A - Ta, | $ l
. i | | |
Under $50,000 3 . 88908, 29,636/ 5 | 109,903] 21,98
$50,000 to under $100,000 | 1 |  68,085{ 68,085 1 | 73,3691 73,369
$100,000 to under $200,000 | - I - - - | o 4apl -
$200,000 to under $500,000 = 3 Lo - - - »
$500,000 to under $1,000,000 1 | 848,086 88,086 3 i 2,510,105 836,702
$1,000,000 and over ' =8 ;13,061,0204 1,451,831 8 '10,239,402! 1,279,825
: : ' r
Total 14 (14,072,099 | 1,005,150! 17 !12,932,779! 760,752
; : ! i i
Estab-| ‘i Average Estab~ {Average
Establishments employing | lish~ | Total ! employees lish- | Total lemployees
iments | Fuployees . per esté-ments | HEmployees per estab-
' i | lighment | \1i shment
‘ No. §. TNE§ i No. | No. | No, | No.
| |
less than 20 persons t 3¢9 25 ! 8 ! 5 2% 1 5
20 but under 50 5% g | = b o T 2 31
50 but under 100 | Thi Egl | 8<% |, 8 56 1 69
100 but under 200 . oy 13 b 9 23 | 1
200 but under 500 e B s b e - -
500 and over ! - - A % s b - i -
Total ! 1h 9y 4 L =D A 1,037 | 61
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THE CCTTON AND JUTE BAG INDUSTRY IN CANADA

Capl tal Investment

Table 3 presents statistics of capital investment under two heads ~ fixed

capital and working capital -~ for the calendar years 1926 and 1927,

Statistics

relating to British Colwbia have been combined with those of Manitoba to prevent

disclosure of individual statistics.
$6, 746,733 in 1927 a net increase of $1,181,219,

The total capital rose from $5,565,514 in 1926 to
It will be noted that the largest

expansion took place in the materials on hand, stocks in process etc, which rose frem
$1,323,637 in 1926 to $2,390,248 in 1927 an increase of $1,066,611 for the period
covered by thig report,

Table 3,

Capl tal Investment by Provinces,

1526~27,

| Fixed Capital

l
1

Working Capital

| Land, buildings, |

Materials

t Cash, trading

z
}
Capital invested machinery and | and stocks on |and operating i Total
by provinces i tools i hand, finished {accounta. } Capi tal
! 1 products and | etc, :
§ . misc, supplies | )
| § e i 5 5
Canada | LRI | LI | Lide0 | 5,565,514
Ontario ; 724,497 | 3GUTTL | 305,683 | 1,424,951
Quebec i 953539 ) 329,828 | 51,738 | 1,805,105
Manitoba and i ' | i
British Oolusbla 974,561 | 599,038 | 761,859 | 2,335,458
1927 | ? | |
Canada | 2,768,729 | 2,390,848 | 1,587,756 | 6,746,733
Ontario | 723,6u5 736,696 BTah - | 1,690,C66
Quebec ! 1,124,592 793,780 580,130 | 2,498, 502
Mani toba and ; | '
British Colwmsbia | 918, g2 88990 | 779,901 2,558,165

Frnployment Statistics

Statistics of employment are presented in the follewing series of tables,
Table 4 shows the number employed during the year bw sex and remuneration by provinces,
table 5 the number of wage-earners by months according to sex with totals and averages
ard table 6 the operating time of plants and employees during the year,

Whilst the number of salaried employees during the two-year period increased
by 14 and the amount paid in salaries by 323,590, the number of wage-earners decreased.

by 45 and the emount paid in wages also decreased by $2,289,

The average annual salery

irrespective of sex fell from $2,631 in 1926 to $2,513 in 1927 or a per cent decreas: of
L,5, and the average wage per employee during the period also decreased from $767 in
1926 to $725 in 1927 or 5,5 per cent,

Table 4, Bmployees by number, sex and remuneration by provinces,

1926-1927,

|_Saleried Buployees | Wage-earners

jMales;Females,Salaries?Males:FemalesT'Wages

Total Employees
Males Females! Salaries

No, | Noo. | 3 i No. | No. | | No, | No, ?andxwagegf
! t | | ' . i —
] g | | | T Ty E
Canada 761 22 (257,877 | 284 : 596 (672,902, 360| 618 ! 930,779
Quebec 1 2k | 6 78,392 | 85 | 187 |189.063] 109; 193 | 267,955
Ontario ;25 ; § 6,627 § 99 198 \28).00ET T2RY - 203 3-297 650
Mani toba and i | § ; | | ! |
British Columdia | 27 ‘ 7 AR} 358 I 10D« * 2T VEGen TIT A 127j 224 : 365,175
1927 g | R f | |
Canada ! 831 29 [281,467 | 300 | 625 1670,613} 383 654 ! g952.080
Quebec 7320 12 | 90,365 | 100 | 227 :202,8121 132] 239! 292,177
Ontario I 25 l 9 l 78,968 | 106 {200 | 237,265 131 218 L0 259
Manitoba and j i l i ] ] i ?
British Columbia | 26 ! g 1112,134 | 9L | 197 |250,536| 120; 205 362,67
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Employmens 3tatistics Con,

Wage-earners by months - Table 5 shows the nusber of persons employed by
sex for each month of the years 1926 and 1927. The moaih ©f maximua cmployment
was, October with 994 employces whilst that ¢f wirizum =uoloyment was, Joril with 855,
The average monthly employment of both melss and Tamales chow an iacresse in the
two year period of 16 and 29 respectively.

Table 5, Employment of wage-earrers by montans and sex,

1926~1927,
| |
1526 | 1927
Months Male i Temale | Male | TFemale
lio, No, ’ No. | Ho,
|

January 298 618 296 634
February 294 596 : 290 575
March - 588 | 299 568
dpril 281 57 ! 251 | B6L
May 277 572 295 9%
June 278 565 292 607
July 277 572 290 599
August 273 585 g4 ! 610
September 280 o 298 l 667
October 289 l 622 308 | 625
November ; 289 ! 634 309 ! 673
December ags - I 617 0% | 661
Totel by months [ glaE b q05 R 39565 k. S
Average by months 284 596 300 €25

Working time - The operating time of plants and waployees is shown in table
6 for the year 1927, Operating time of plants is shown under 3 heudei- full time,
part time and idle, whilst that of wage-earning employees is shown by the day and
the week,

Table 6, Operating time of vlents and employees. 1927.

; 1927
1
Nunmber of plants in operation RN iy -
* i
| !
Total ' Average
Days, plant in operation - i ;
On full time 3 3,088 3 234.6
On part timpe | hlz f ThE
o = =T 31.6

Hours worked by wage-earners -
Per day or shift LS
Per week SiE

o =
by
=
feogest
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Materiaiﬂuﬁsed

The quantity and valve of the principal materials used in the industry is
shown in table 7 for the calendar year 1927, The total cost of all materials used
declined fram $12,277,373 in 1926 to $10,906,830 in 1927 a decrease of $1,370,543
over the two year period,

Table 7, Cost of materials used in the cotton and jute bag industry, 1927,

Principal Materials used Quanti ty Cost Value
$

Jute cloth yards 74,578,776 6,810, 748
Cotten cloth " 36,560,319 | 3,856, 708
Burlap | 220,000 15,574
Second hand bags mumber Lg5,000 79,002
Cotton sewing twine and thread pounds 250,995 87,479
Printing ink 1 3G Lo, 601
All other materials - - 16, 718
To tal - ! - ! 10,906,830

Fuel Conswiption

The gquantity and the cost value delivered at the factory of the various
classes of fuel used and of electricity purchased is shown in table 8, The cost of
electricity purchased for all purposes rose from $12,968 in 1926 to $14,096 in 1927,

Table 8, Cost of fuel and electricity, 1927,

Kinds of fuel { Unit of | Quantity | Cost Value
1 measure | S $
! l
Bi tuminous coal | ton | 2,752 | 21,05
Anthracite coal | L ! LR 221
Electricity purchased | - ! - ' 14,096
i ’ 1
i { !
Total Cost : - ! - : 35,790

Power Ingtallation

Power ingtalled in the cotton and jute bag industry is shown in table 9 for
the calendar year 1927 by (a) claszes of power, (b) number of units in each class and
(c) the horsepower according to manufecturer's rating, Power developed for
manuf acturing rose from 146 units with 975 horsepower in 1926 to 196 units with 1,089
horsepower in 1927, an increase of 50 units and 114 horsepower during the two year period.

Table 9, Power installation, 1927,

Classes of power Number of Total H.P, according to
units manufac turers! rating

Steam engines and turbines 1 Lo

Electric motors operated by purchased vower 195 1,049

Total power for manufacturing 196 1,089
Electric motots operated by power generated E

by the esteblishments reporting 56 138

Total electric motor installation 251 1,187

Boiler ingtellation 10 i £L0
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Imports and Exports

Tables 10 and 11 give the imports and exports of cotton and jute bags by
countries and values fer the calendar year 1927, The total value of bags of all kinds
imported into Cenada fell from $638,327 in 1926 to $487,60L in 1927, a decrease of
$150,723, The exports rose frem $46,505 to $135,639, an increase of $89,134 during
the same period, ‘

Table 10, Imports for consugption of cotton and jute bags for the calendar

year 1927‘
drticles imported by countries 1927
Value
]
Bags, seamless, cotton -
United Kingdom 219
United States 58,756
Other Countries 5,683
Total b4, 658
Bags, made by use cf the needle -
United Kingdom E,l}6
United States 94,851
Other Countries d L. &%
Total 109, 824
Bggs or sacks of hemp, liren -
Uni ted Kingdan 5, QL7
Uni ted States 235,802
British Indie 62,755
Other Countrics 9,918
To tal 31%,122
Grand total value ef imports Lg7, 604

Teble 11, Exports of Bansdian produce for the calendar year 1927,

Articles exported by countries Value !
$

United Kingdem R0, 508
United States 185k il
France 34207
Italy 11,876
Netherlands 140
Other Countries Sy k.

Total 115,639
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THE CQTTON AND JUTE BAG INDUSTRY IN CANADA
APTENDIX

Cotton and Jute Bag Manufacturers,1927

Name Address
QUEEEC
The Canadian Bag Ce, Ltd, 427 St, Patrick St. Montreal
N, ¥raid 592 St, Patrick 8%, Montreal
Imperial Bag, Co.
S.F, Stein 585 St. Paul WQ Mentreal
Woods Mfee Co. Lid, 800 Mullinsg St, Montreal
Thomas Borar & Co. (Canada) Ltd, 606 De Courcelles St. Montreal
ONTARIO
The Canadian Bag Co., Ltd, 100 Paton Road Toronto 9
Dominion Bag Coe 26 VacNab St, S, Hamilton
Jacob Kraanow 145 Elizabeth St, Toronto 2
Nock Brog, and Ayre Cos 4 Berti st., Toronto 2
Woods Mfg, Co, Ltd. 4C1 Logan Avenue - Toronto 8
Ontario Bag Co, Pt, Colborne
Walkerville Bag Mfg, Co, Ltd, Talkerville
MANT TOBA
Banis Bros, Bag Co, 311 Alexander Ave, Winnipeg
The Oanadian Bag Co, Ltd, 831 Henry Ava, ¥innipeg
Sunset Mfg, Co, Ltd, 625 Logan Ave, Winnipeg
Woods Mfg, Co, Ltd, 146 Alexander Ave, Winnipeg
BRITISE COLWMBIA
Canadian Bag Co. Ltd, 1152 Mainland St, Vancouver
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