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THE SILK INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1926 

Ottawa, December 1921.- A report is herewith presented on the silk industry in 
Canada for the calendar year 1926. The total n.znber of establishments 
in operation rose from 11 in 1925 to 12 in 1926, an increase of 1 
establishment - of which 8 were in quebec and 14 in Ontario. 

Principal Statistics 

A smiary of the principal statistics of the industry compared for 
the calen&ar years 1925 and 1926 is shown in Table 1. 

Table 1.- Principal Statistics of the Silk Ind.utry for 1925-1926. 

1926 
	

1925 

Establishments 
Capital employed 
Employees on salaries - male 

female 
Salaries 

Employees on wades - (average nber) 
male 
female 
Wades 

Coat of fuel and electricity 
Power installation - units 

capaci ty 
Cost of materials 
Gross value of products 
Net value of products 

No. 	 12 	 11 

	

10,019,519 	9,2214,2214 
No. 	 131 	 1114 
No, 	 6i 	 52 

	

357,808 	 275,116 

No. 781 552 
No. 1,1450 1,009 

$ 1,627,192 1,089,7141 
$ 178,140 122,996 

No. 14,506 14,398 
Horse power 3,283 3,022 

$ 3,1472,965 3,361,035 
$ 8,507,153 f 	5,1483,363 
$ 5,0314,188 2,122,328 

Other Comparative Statistics 

A table showing comparative statistics of the silk industry in Canada 
indicates the advance made in the industry during the past five years. During that 
period the niznber of establishments increased by 71 per cent, capital investments by 
117 per cent, employees by 65 per cent, salaries and wages by 60 per cent, materials 
by 53 per cent and the gross value of producta by 82 per cent. 

Comparative Statistics of the Silk Industry in Canada, 1 91 7-1926 . 
Estab- F Salaries C"st Value 

Year lish- Capital Employees and of of 
ments  lap-es Materials Products 

[No. No. $ r $ 

1917 9 1 	2,223,1614 8214 392,398 837, 014 1 2,372,001 
1918 7 ,890, 1431 975 1438,695 1,1436,229 2,1451,220 
1919 8 3,661,373 1,2914 698,760  1 ,975,539 3,317,181 
1920 5 14,901,679 1,165 j 	817, 440 3,1438,792 5,376,751 
1921 5 14,559,909 932 719,945 1,890 , 1 7 1  3,536,513 
1922 7 14,618,14148 1,146 1,236,130 2 , 2 67,250 14,675,205 
1923 7 14,5914,313 1,1457 1,2214,036 2 ,677, 229 i 5,044,968 
19214 10 5,71414,502 1,210 978,686 2 1 1486,8145 14,381,2314 
1925 11 9,2214,224 1,727 1,36 14,857 3,361,035 5,1483,363 
1926 12 10,019,519 2,1423 1,985,000 3,472,965 8,507,153 
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Production 

In reporting production in this industry it has been found necessary to 
greatly reduce the items of products in order to avoid disclosure of individual statist-
ics regarding these commodities, which will account for the apparently fey' items of 
silk manufacture. The output of silk and silk goods in Canada during the calendar 
year 1926 is shown by provinces in Table 11. The total value of all products rose frcm 
$5,1483,363 in 1925 to $8,507,153  in 1926, an increase of $3,023,790 or over 55 per cent. 
The province of quebec with a total output valued at $3,931)412 accounted for 146.2 
per cent and Ontario with $14,575,741  contributed for 53.8 per cent of the total value 
of productioxi throughout the Dominion. 

Of the twelve mills reporting, two had a total gross value of production 
under .200,000 the average output being $99,5145. Pour mills reperted a total gross 
value under $500,000 with an avsrage production per mill of $357,906,  whilst of the 
remaining six mills, three reported a production exceeding $500,000 ,the average per 
mill being $628,253 and three others, a gross production exceeding a million dollars, 
the average per mill being $1,663,893. 

- Table 11. - Production of 51k and Silk Goods by Provinces, 126._ 

- Canada 	Ontario 	Quebec 
Principal Products 	quantity 	Value 	Qy.antity 	Value Quantitr 	Value 

Broad silk, 	silk piece 
goods, 	etc. 	Yd. 	1,205,930 1,960,816 	606,770 976,656 599,160 	9814,160 

Silk and artifical 
silk yarns & thread 	Lb, 	2,1435,619 14,552,2514 2,127,533 3,3141,819 308,086 1,210,1435 

All other products 
including custom 
vcrk 	- 	 - 1,9914,083 	- 257,266 - 	1,76,817 

TOTAI 8,507,153 	- ,575,7141 - 	 3,931,1412 

T19 SILK INDUSTRY IN CADA, 1926 

Capital Investment 

Tha capital employed in the silk industry in Canada during the calendar 
year 1926 is shown by provinces in Table 111. 	The total investment rose from 
$9,2214,2214 in 1925 to $10,019,519  in 1926, an increase of $795,295 or 9.6 per cent. 
The province of Que - ec with $5,607,849 contributed 56 per cent of the total capital 
investment for the Dominion. 

Table ill.- Capital Investment by Provinces, 1926 
Fixed Capital - Working Capital 

Land, buildings Materials on Cash trading and 
Provinces fixtures, machin- hand, Stocks operating accounts Total 

cry and tools in process, 	etc. & bills rceivab1e Capital_ 
$- 	-. 

Canada 6,399,357 2,170,212 1,14149,950 10,019,519 

Quebec 3,1466,660 1,378,141414 762,7145 5,607,8 149 
0tario 2,2,697 791,768 6g7,205 4141l,7O 

A measure of the site of establishments according to the total amount of 
capital invested is shown in the summary following under four main groups. The average 
capital investment is high in all of the groups but especially so in the two middle 
ones. The percentage to total of the group being almost 90 in the second and over 70 
in the third. 

- CaTital invested 	Total Capital 	Average Caital 
by plants 	Number 	investment 	invctment 

Under 	20O,0Co 3 363,907 121,02 
$200,00c to under $500 ,000 3 1,295,198 14 31,733 
$500,000 to under $i,000,000 3 2,163,222 721,0714  
1,000,C00 and over 3 6,1q7,192 2,c,70 
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1oyees. Salaries and Y1aes 

The number of persons employed during the year 1926 is given in Table IV by 
() classes of employment, (b) sex and (c) salary and wage payments. The number of 
persons employed during the yeax' 1925 was 1,727 and their salary and wage payments 
amounted to $1,3614,857. For the period covered by this report the number reorded was 
was 2,1423 with a payroll of $1,985,000, being aa nc:ease of 696 employees and $620,1 143 
in salary and wage payments. 

- 	Table IV. - 	ployees. Salaries and Vfaes,].926. 
Classes of Employment 	Male 	Female 	Salaries and 

Mo 	 p.  

Employees on salaries 	 131 	61 	357,808 
Employees on wages (average number) 	781 	1.1450 	1.627,192 

	

T 0 T A L 	912 	1.511 	1.985.000 

A sumiAary of employment by provinces, sex and re.ration shows that of a 
total of 2,1423 persons employed 1,297 were in Quebec of whom 430 were males and 867 
were females. In Ontario the total number employed, was 1,126 of whom 1182 were males 
and 6144 were fema1es The average payment per employee whether on salaries or wages 
was $720 in Quebec and $933 in Ontario, whilst the average for the Dominion was 
$ 18b3.6O for salaried employees and $729.35  for wage earners. 

Emvloyees by Prpvinces. 1926. 

	

1ale 	Female 	Total Salar - 

	

No. 	No. 	ies & 
$ 

Canada 	 912 	1,511 	i985,000 
Quebec 	 1430 	867 	9314,217 
0itai'jp 	 - 1492 	61414 	1050.7$3 

A measure of the size of establishments in the silk industry based on emplcy-
ment shows that four of the twelve plants employed less than 100 persons or an average 
pc:: ilant of 51- Seven plants employed over 100 but less than 500 persons, whilst the 
rnrnaining plant employed over 500 persons, the average of the former being 200 per 
plant and of the latter 821 per plant. 

flther Enrn1oyrent Sttistics 

The number od days the establishments were in operation during the calendr-r 
year 1926 together with the number of hours per day and per week 
nLrmally worked by wage-earners is given in Table V(a). The number of wage-earners 
employed during the year is given by sex and by months in Table V(b). The maximum 
number employüd was 2,312 in the month of November whilst the minimmn number reported 
was 2,037 in Janwiry. 

Table V(a) - Days in operation and hours worked, 1926. 

Number of establishments in operation 	 12 

Total 	- Average 

Days in operation on full time 3,393 282,75 
Days in operation on part time 145 3.75 
Days idle 210 17.50 
Hours worked by wage-earners per day or shift 22,833 9.114 
Nuiber of hours wo'kocl by wage-earners per week 612 51.00 

able V(b) - Wao-oarners by Months. 1926. 
Mole Female Male Female 

Months No. Not Months No, No. 
January 705 1,332 July 782 1,14214 
February 760 l3b9 August 787 1 1 14142 
March 769 11468 September 780 1 9 1491 
April 787 1., 1480 October 802 1,1483 
May 775 l)428 November 808 1,5014 

Total 	9,360 	17,305 
Averago numbor employed during the year 	791 	111450 
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SILK I:lJIJsTRY i: CLD. 

'ue1 Consumption 

The quantity and value of the various kinds of fuel consumed in the industry 
during the calendar year 1926 will be found in Table VI. The total fuel costs rose 
frcm $76,876 in 1925 to $02,676 in 1926, an increase of $25,800 over the two year 
period. 

Table VI. - Fuel Consumption, 1926, 
l 	Unit 

Kinds of fuel of 
_Meusure 

Quantity Ccst Value 

Pituminous coal I 	ton 11,60 81 1 1405 
ththracite coal ton 2,66 19,1492 
Gascline gal. 14,000 1,760 
Gas, artificial or natural M. Cu. ft. 15 19 

- 	Total - - 102,676 

Eower Installation 

The power installation of the industry in the caleadar year 1926 is given in 
Table VII by (a) classes of uowcr, (b) number of units in each class and (c) the 
horse-power capacity according to manufacturers' rating. In 1925 there were 14,3814 
units developing 2,915 horse-?ower. For the period covered by this report there were 
14,506 units, with a capacity cf 3,283 horse-power, an increase of 122 units and 3$ 
horse-power. The cost of electricity purchased during the year was $75,1464. The 
number of 'bcilers installed for all purposes was 20 with a total horse-ov;er capaèity 
of 1,805. 

Table VII.- Power Installation, 1926. 

No. of Horse-Dower 
Classes of Pcwer Units caacity 

Steam engines and turbines 6 16 
Hydraulic turbines and water wheels - - 
Electric motors oerated by purchased power 14,500 3,127 

Total power used in manufacturing 14,506 3,283 

Materials Used 

The cost value of th€ 'i rious materials used in the industry during the 
calendar year 1926 was $3,472,9. Of this total Q,uebec contributed $1,7814,561  and 
Ontaric $1,688,14014. 	The total cost of all materials used rose from $3,361,035 in 
1925 to $3,472,965 in 1926, an increase of $111,930.  The princia1 materials used 
during the calendar year 1926 are itemized in Table VIII by provinces. 

Materials used by Provinces, 1926. 

Classee cf Material 
Canada uebcc Ontaric 

Quantity 	Value quantity 	Value Quantity 	Value 

$ Lb. 	$ Lb. 	$ 
Raw Silk 303,552 1,799,811 1146 1 1407 	925,086 157,1 145 	8714,725 
Yarns, 	thread,, 	Ltc. 	for 
further manufacture of 
silk or rnyon 269,9142 567,301 203, 1431 	389,558 66 ,5 11 	177,714 3 

Yarns, and thread of 
cottcn 3 80,7 83 2214,187 380,783 	2214,187 - 	- 

Yarns, wccllen j 	worsted 147,1437 62,137 42,937 1 	514,137 14,500 	8,000 
Yarns, all other 314,1418 37,961 314,1418 	37,961 - 	 - 
Pulp, chemicals scap 
dyed stuffs - 659,1467 - 	140,1496 - 	610971 

All other materials  122,101 - 	j 	11 j36  
Total cost - 	3,1472,965 - 	0914,561 1- 
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Imports and k1ports 
Imports.- The quantity and va1uof raw, partly manufactured and fully 

manufactured articles. the chief canponant material being of silk or artificial silk, 
imported for conaiription in Canada is shown by principal countries for the calendar 
year 1926 in table IX. The total value of imports of silk and artificial silk or 
rayon imported during 1926 amounted to $35,146,189 of which silk from the cocoon 
totalled $29,645,173 and art1fical silk $5,500,I16. 

- 	Table IX,- Importa for consznption by principal cowitrjesl92E. 

-- 	Articles by Countries Unit' Quantity _Value 

Silk cocoons and silk waste (value only) 
United States - - 12,6142 
Other Countriee - - 662 

- - 13,3014 Total 

Silk, raw or as reeled from the cocoon, not being 
doubled twisted or manufactured in anp way 

United Kingdom pound. 800 3,74  
United. States 54 1 3140 3,381,236 
Japali " 75,753 14614,553 
Other Countries ft 100 

" _620991 3,850fr 285 Total t 
Silk in the gar or spun for the manufacture of 
underwear or woven labels - 

United Kingdm pound 33,232 llO,62' 
United. States U  9,17 69 55,969 
Switzerland 2,)496 9,401 
Other Cruntries  5,579 	1 2,6C 

51,OT6H 203,677 Total 

Silk spun, not coloured, 	silk in the gun and 
train silk - (value only) 

United States pound. 69 14,232 
Other Countries U  337_ 1,14_5 

TI 1,206 5,677 Total 

Sewing and embroidery silk, silk twiste and silk 
floss -. (value only) - 

United Kingdr'm - - 113,0 
United. States - - 1,9T3 
Other Countries  - 2L5 

Total  

Bolting cloth not made up - (value only) 
United Kirgd.cm - - 128 
United States - 140,581 
Other Cow'tries - - 3376 

- - 4435 T)tal 

Handkerchiefs, 	silk - (value only) 
United. Kingdom - - 5,022 
United States 
France 

- 
- 

- 
- 

2,935 
46,26 

Japan 246,7 141 
Switzerland - - 13,315 
Other Countries - - 20,759 

- - Log.gg Total 

Ribbens of all kinds and materials - (value only) 
tJnI ted Kingdom 
United. States 
France 
ormnany 

Switzerland 
Other Countries 

Total 

- 	- 	T2,800 
- 	-. 	262,398 
- 	 433,627 
-- 	- 	57,22 

- 	1438,516 
- 	 - 	3,855 



I 



Imports arid tXperts, (Ccnt'cl) 

p 
:ble IX.- Irir)orts fcr Ccnsumpticn by pt'incipal Countries, 1926. (Ccnt'') 

Articles by Ocuntries 	Units 	i Qu---ntity 	V4ue 

Silk cloth, 	cven in the gsn when imorted 
for dyeing and finihin 	(v1ue only) 

United. Kingdcm - - 9,756 
United States - - l,O0 
France - - 190,657 

Sritzer1and 

- 

- 
- 
- 

2,59, 1455 
5714,403 

Other ccuntrics 
Tctal 

- 

- - 
- 

Siik fabrics cf 'h?hich silk is the ccm"cn- 
ent materials of chief value fcr the 
m:nufacture of neckties - (value only) 

United KinJom - - 26,190 
United States - - 721,015 
France - - 16,910 
Germany - - 3,30 
Italy - 37,752 
S\7itzerland. - - 
Other ccuntri - - - 

- - J Total 

Silk fabrics, n.c.p. - (value only) 
United Kingdom - - 707,425 
United. States - - 1,937,764 
elgi.um - - 12,74 

China - - 25,309 
France - 2,891,69)4 
Germany - - 61,014 
Italy - - 204,729 
Japan - 3,4OO,846 
Sv'it!erland. - - 4,120,069 
Other countries - - 59.037 

- - 3.3.4P361 Total 

Yelvets - 
United. Kiidom yards 723,895 973,079 
United States H 37,949 )45,9)43 
Belgium 35,156 39,475 
France " 488,579 512,593 
Germany " 26,379 63,939 
Netherlands 1,277 1,843 
Sviitzerland 10,655 14,926 
Other ccuntries 11  L.O2 1 	 1 ,3Ll 

1  1,325.522 Total 

Blouscs and shirt waists, silk -(1aiu only) 
United Kingdom 	 - 	- 	1,525 
United States 	 - 	 - 	 6,317 
France 	- 	5,732 

Tctal 	 - 	- 	16:571 

Sha1s, silk - (value cnly) 
United Iingdorn - - 2,843 
United. States - - 16,482 
France - - 9,508 
Germany - * 1,611 
Other countries  

- - Tctal 

Shirts, silk 
United Kingdcm 	 dozen 	14 	 767 
United States 	 U 	 46 
Japan 	 155 
Other ccuntrias 	9  

Total 	 U 	 24 	 7g2 
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IriTrts and Exports (Cont.'d) 

Ttble IX. Imports for Consumption 1y principal Countries, 192E. (Cont'd) 

Articles by Countries 	 tfnIts 	Quantity Value 
$ 

Socks and Stockings, 	silk - 
tJnitedKingd.om 	 doz.pairs 5,339 39,5514 
United States 76,7140 690,626 
Germany 2,7814 19,986 
Other Countries 	 " 1 1 9 148 214)42q 

86,811 - 7714,595 Total 	 II  

Und.ershirts and drawers, 	silk - 
(value only) 

United kingdom 	 - 
United States 	 - 

- 

- 

369 
7,5145 

France 	 - - 
3143 

Japan 	 - 
Other Countries  

Total 	 - 

- 182 
 3,260 
 12,2 

- 333,816 
Clothing, 	silk n,o.P. - (value only) 

United Kingdom 	 - 
United. States 	 -. - 1,033,870 

- Beloium - 147,936 
China 	 - - 15196 
trance 	 - - 1,22 14,369 
Germany 	 - - 13,705 
Japan 	 -. - 103,786 
Switzr1and 	 - - 14,209 
Cthr Countries 	 - - 22,291 

 2,904,229 Total 	 - 

Silk and all manufactures of which 
silk is the chief Component material - 

United Kingdom 	 - - 86,153 
United States 	 - 
France 	 i 	- - 

177,328 

Japan 	 - - 

Other Countries  
 4D10, Total 

Total Silk and manufactures of - 
(a1ue ci) 

Uniteifingdom 	 - - ,560,775 
Unitea States 	 - 
France 	 - 

Germany 	 - 
Italy 	 - 

Japan 	 - 
Sviitzrland 	 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5,145908314 
3C6367 
2142,1481 

6,863,5514 
5,3614,323 

Ct1:tr Countries 	 - 1405,995 

Total 	 - - 	 29,6145,775 

191,309 
67,719 

11414,129 
114 14,C97 

26,714 3 
659,828 
67,591 
23,1491 

333,297 
127,572 
232,693 
156,869 
28,957 

720,657 
63,299 
27,1492 

Artificial silk yarns etc. n.o.p. - 
United Ki ngdom 	 Lb. 
United States 	 If 

Bel,gium 	 it 

Germany 	 It 

Italy 	 if 
Netherlands 	 11 
Switer1and 
Other Ccuntries 	 ________ 

Total 1,3214,912 -- 	1,695,836 
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Imports and Exports (Cont'd) 

Table IX. - Imports for Consumption by principal Countri.s, 1926 (Conttd). 

Articles by Countries 	Units 	quantity 	Value 
I 	$ 

Artificial silk tops and wastes 
United Kingdom Lb. 68,8141 28,099 
United States 
3ormany 

'f 

U  

339,929 
26,093 

131,890 
18,767 

0tr Countries 'I 1,210 773- - 

46073 179,529 Total - 

Artificial silk yarns, 	threads or 
twists, 	n.o.p. 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Prance 

Lb. 23,038 
2,753 
1,709 

36,717 
6,368 
2,843 

Germany 3,106 3,987 
Other Countries ' I  10,234 15,970 

Il  140,940 Total 65,885 

Artificial silk fabrics, 	n.o.p. 
(value cnly) 
United Kjngdcm 
United States 	- 
Prance 	 - 
Germany 	 - 
Italy 	 - 

- 
-. 

- 
- 
- 

2,023,11.714 
426,6141 
2314,873 
914,162 
146,2314 

Netherlands 	 - 
Switzerland. 	 - 
Other Countries 	- 

- 
- 
- 

11115 
1472,389 
..,3,606 

- 3,333,14914 Total 	- 

6,326 
12,337 

966 

1414,321 
46,650 
5,107 

Socks and stockings of artificial silk 
United Kingdom 	do.pair 
United. States 	 U  
Germany 
Other Countries 	U  396 _2,881 

20,025 95,959 Total 

9.  

k. 

Manufactures of Artificial silk 
n.c.p. -(Value only) - 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Belgium 
Prance 
Germany 
S';.'itzerl and 
Other Countries 

Total 

Total Artiticial silk fibre and 
manufactures of, n.c.p. (value only) 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Belgium 
Prance 
Germany 
Italy 
Netherlands 
Swi t z orl and 
Other Countries 

- 	 - 	 46,5141 
- 	 - 	 14b252 
- 	 - 	 8,261 
- 	 - 	 14,6214 
- 	 - 	 25,837 
- 	 - 	 537 

- 	 - 	 129,713 

- 	 2,512,1449 
- 	 - 	 776,373 
- 	 - 	 240,9514 
- 	 - 	 2142,3140 
- 	 - 	 30 14,729 
- 	 - 	 75,191 
- 	 - 	 721,772 
- 	 - 	 5141,225 
- 	 ..- 	 85,383 

Total 	 - 	- 	 5,500,1416 
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:x- orts. The exorts of oil: nd artificial silk and their manufacture is shown by 
principal countries in table X, the total for the calendar year amounting to $1 27,574  
01 vhich silk from the cocoon totalled $93,928 and artificial silk $33,6146. 

Table X. Exorts of Silk and Artificial Silk,1926. 

Articles exoorted by Countries. 

iL': anö. ianufactures of - (value only) 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Australia 
Br. West Indies 
Other British Possessions 
China 
Newfoundland 
Ncr Zealand 
Other Countries 

Total 

.rtificial silk and manufactures of - (value o.ily) 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Other British Possessions 
Newfoundland 
New Zeah.nd 
Other Countries 

Total  

u.ntity 	Value 

12 I  016 
6,565 
8,633 

10,223 
8,883 
5,816 

28,126 
7,80 14 
5,862 

93,928 

702 
367 
515 

1 ,77 14  
7.718 

3,6146 

A P P E N D I X 

Firms engaged in the Silk Industry in Canada - 192 

%UEBEC 

Belding-Corticcili Limited, 
Bruck Silk i1ls Limited, 
Louis Roessel ? Co. Limited, 
Belding-Corticelli Limited, 
lade )end.cnt Pilk Limited, 
:elding.-Corticelli Limited, 
Carl Stohn of Canada Limited, 
british tmerican Silk :.iills Limited, 

Coaticook 
Coransville 
Drusunondville 
185 Shearer Strcct, ?.ontrcal 
360 St. Paul East, !ontrta1 
St. Johns. 
Granby 
835 St. James, ontreal 

O1T.RIO 

Courtaulds Limited, 	 Corn'all 
':ivcrsidc Silk :i11s Limited, 	Gait 
Grouts' Limited, 	 St .Catharines 
Dorninion Silk illo, Limited, 	 12 14ark Street, Toronto 
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