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NOTE: -~ The statistics published in this report cover only
those manufacturing establishments which have corsets
and kindred articles as their principal product.
Statistics relating to specific products such as
corgets, combination garments, brassieres, bandeaux,
waists, etc., are not to be regarded as the total
for Canada for they are also produced to some extent
in the women’s clothing, men’'s furnishings, rubber

goods, hats and caps and other industries.
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1936.

In 1926 reports were received from twenty-three establishments engaged in
the production of corsets and kindred articles, an increase of one over the number
reporting in 1935. Goods with a selling value at the factory of $4,397,141 were pro-
duced, and the 1,555 persons employed received $1,289,015 in salaries and wages.
Materials used cost $1,956,071. The total capital investment in both fixed and
current assets was $3,%18,953.

This industry is confined to the provinces of Ontario and Quebec, with the
latter having the greater share of the output. In 1326 62.9 per cent of the em-
ployees, 70.2 per cent of the capital and 56.4 per cent of the value of production
were reported by firms located in the Province of Quebec.

I[n 1935 the corset industry did not keep pace with the general improvement
attained by the manufacturing industries as a whole and in 1936 only minor variations
from the previous year are evident. The value of production increased by .9 per
cent, salaries and wages paid 4.4 per cent and capital employed .0l per cent, while
the number of persons employed decreased by 3.2 per cent and the cost of materials
used .7 per cent. The $1,289,015 paid out in salaries and wages in 1936, however,
was the largest amount ever disbursed for that purpose in the industry.

The principal item of production in this industry is corsets, and in 1976
oroduction totalled 133,774 dozen valued at $2,295,842, an average price of $17.16
per dozen. This represented 52.2 per cent of the total production in 1936. In
1935 138,232 dozen valued at §$2,3247,188, or $16.98 per dozen, were produced,
representing 5%.8 per cent of the total production. The output of combination
garments in 1926 was 58,876 dozen worth 1,237,589 while the corresponding pro-
duction in 1925 was 52,613 dozen valued at §1,112,672. Bandeaux and brassieres
accounted for 606,097 in 1926 and $526,352 in 1935. The various items are shown in
detail in table 3.

By referring to table 5, it will be observed that in 1936 ten establish-
ments had a production valued at §3,713,106, or 84.4 per cent of the total, that
four establishments suoplied $2,037,482 or 61.4 per cent of the total capital in-
vestment, and that five establishments furnished employment to 895 persons or 57.5
per cent of the total number employed.

Employment in this industry is fairly steady throughout the year, there
being but moderate monthly variations. In 1926 employment was at its height in
Uctober, with January and December being the months of lowest employment. The great
majority of wage-earners in this industry 'are females, and they represented 88.5 per
cent of the total in 1936. DBecause of the large number of women employed, the
average wage paid is considerably lower than the average in all manufacturing in-
dustries. The average wage peid in 1936 was $600 as compared with $573 in 1935.

Imports of corsets are very small compared with the Canadian production.
In 1926 only $1,283 worth were imported. Exports are, however, much higher. Ex~
ports of corsets and brassieres were valued at §54,261 in 1936 as against $49,399
in 1935.
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The tables that follow give detailed statistics on production, materisls
used, employment, imports, exports, etc.
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Provinces
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7
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16
16
17
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23

14
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23

10
13

Capital
Invested

No.

¢

4,108,057
4,204,792
4,129,882
4,808,157
4,917,408
5,%27,991
5,277,642
4,812,464
3,961,935
3,740,176

3,550,473

2,189,930
1,360,543

3,318,490

2,165,168
1,153,322

3,518,953

2,332,083
986,870

Em--

ployees

No.

Eege )
1,110,282

1,461
1,307
1,351
1,418
1,405
1,482
1,508
1,517
1,498

1,598

952
646

1,607

956
651

1,555

978
577

Salaries
and
Wapges

$
978,687

1,060,989
1,009,495
1,124,284
1,084,231
1,097,037
1,124,990
1,202,228
1,154,979

1,274,845

656,709
618,1%6

1,234,468

608,078
626,390

1,289,015

689,741
599,274

Table 1. ~ Principel Statisties, 1924 to 1936.

Cost of
Materials
Used

2,921,315
2,054,461
1,812,233
1,881,362

2,062,352

1,202,483
859,869

1,970,414

1,106,267
864,147

1,958,071

1,161,915
794,156

Gross
Value of
Production

¢

4,038,985
4,314,309
4,048,926
3,791,748
4,246,948
4,219,019
4,578,847
4,187,647
4,267,671
4,168,585

4,461,409
2,370,789

2,090,620

4,357,262

2,318,374
2,040,988

4,397,141

2,480,499
1,916,642
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Table 2. - Comparison of Prinéipal Statistics, 1935 and 1938.

i o = i, S < I . e e e i S e i - 0 e . e S A S B . et B . e T 0 G e il S

+ .
Items Increase

1 9 3ub: 1.,9.3.6 - Decrease
Establishments reporting........ No. 28 23 W 1
Capital invested ...avoivovesnse @ 3,318,490 3,818,953 + 463
Employees on salaries - ‘
Tot&l-oaaaoo)oooouooo ooooo ° N°o I 569 1 368 + : 1
ualeoo~--o-.oo-ooot's“.-.o‘aov NOo ]59 162 a7 5
BEMOe &oei st s sroren 5 PSS« NOS 210 206 -~ el
Total salaries............. $ 524,756 57538 + 51,000
Employees on wages
Monthly average....:oso5s.. No, 1,238 =287 - 51
Malea-oan‘p.u;--;«-u)oooaovovcv Nou ] .‘ 147 156 = ) 11
RN Lot « - W0 o d oy A No. 1,081 o5 - 40
BERal wadd®... ... . .vVieoide. $ K 709,712 - VPR ARS8 i 5,547
Power equipment _
Urlj.i)S'l'ﬂ@ﬁt)"‘\ﬂ()):“‘lﬂaaﬁ‘hoﬂa NON ‘ 2M L 207 . + : 5
Horsepower capacitys:eosso» HoPs 598¥t " : 604 e 9
Cost of fuel and electricity.... $ 18,942 20,000 + 1,058
Cost of materials used..... ks B 8GN0 414 : 1,561 JO 74 - 14;543
Gross value of productioN.iceo.. $ 4,357,262 4, 597, 3ud: -~ - - WAITEQL 779
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Table 3. - Production, 1935 and 1936.

1985 129516
. Selling Selling
prsnpjeal kpoduats Quantity Value at Quantity Value at
Factory Factory
$ $
Corsets -
ORI oo oe v2s 3 Loaisan s 1 1 DEZED 43,705 763,232 40,331 776,754
Silk and.satin..cecsvees 1 1,405 34,738 3,667 oje I BT
Artificial silk and
MASGEURE S lagers overe Sxe (s olol5 o o o 13,609 373,976 15,693 459,545
TGN (O BAR 500 - i ¢ COATC " 16,218 203,037 24,733 258,895
All other, material
not specified.ccecc... 1 63,295 972,205 49,350 591,327
Combination garments -
GO S8 0 G o 0 B0 AAE B0 SN Il T 4,076 122,231 4,105 128,492
Sl ranasisalEines . 26! J oo o ls " 899 28,249 4,047 125,500
Artificial silk and
EHCHBURESE >o Jexororetoloforore o 16,537 334,759 16,101 341,707
17 G Lo s S A S " 3,305 86,630 6,693 204,717
All other,material
not specified........ J 27,796 540,803 21,070 328,248
Bandeaux and brasgssieres -
R0 o @k o 3 T S0 DO Dozen 21 $2570 106,990 31,290 152,544
S lllcgAnd, /SAEENAS S < i = o ? HnIe 31,1058 16/, 783 70, 208
Artificial silk and
TREGHITE Sf-oxe el os. ) o1 o i 21,170 117,242 26,420 168,499
All other,material
not specified........ L 53,929 281,062 49,831 214,746
Surgical belts and other
surgical garments.... Dozen 1,888 49,902 1,601 49,404
Children's waistS8...eeeee- . 2 6,507 22,205 6,664 98,925
Underwear, silk,
artificial silk and
OMBET TRl toxe o ¥ s12iaTs 3T L 5,619 44,168 7,824 55,010
7 T T P S SRR & 22,001 42,939 21,838 41,726
Girdles, suspender, etc.... L 12,496 140,172 6,122 58,848
Sanitary belt8.ce.secsscees - - 14,087 - 12,576
Shoulder braces and
SIERaPS ¢ siss + sisloisioiois s - DOZEN 3,648 12,667 4,056 8,053
S ALY other productesin..ecs.. = - 34,323 - 31,462
Repeirs and replacements... - - 707 - 534
TOTAL VALUE OF
PROBIGIESE < oic o0 s s - - 4,357,362 - 4,397,141




AT

THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 19326.

Table 4. - Capital Invested, 1927 to 193%6.

Fixed i
Capital Working Capital
Inventory value of Operating
Year Land, materials on hand, Capital
and buildings, stocks in process, (Cash,bills
Provinces fixtures, finished products, and accounts Total
machinery, fuel and miscel- receivable Capital
tools, etc. laneous supplies Prepaid ex-
on hand. penses,etc.)
¢ $ $ $
ORI Nore s > TTmoloiv o & 1,296,761 L7951 2,329,886 4,806,157
IR R e el o016 & ST 1,248,304 15260 251 2,408,853 4,917,408
NGB yate 410753 8 Slels - l13345, 252 1,234,056 2 WE9, 685 5352 Ta99lt
1930.ccececercrseces 1,715,402 1,357,547 2,204,693 5,277,642
IR . .. ereegas 1,772,949 1,169,817 1,869,698 4,812,464
Mgl = e, BTN N 1,635,486 1,032,878 15895; 571 3,961,935
HOEGaM W, & VL L. NP s iy 7 70R5E5 1,190,634 779,007 3,740,176
g I
GANAD A s o' oo s o 1,3%44,600 1,223,014 982,859 3,550,473
GNCHERS, 1oz » srafaloin s 's 897,407 803,508 489,015 2,189,930
ORI o, o'l sisa aods 447,193 419,506 493,844 1,360,543
J1 903 'S
(LATVATHA Lo M8 (8% 1,428,779 B8 EZ6/ 306 753,405 3,318,490
BRICHE GlinE: 3 +15)s 540 18 o= » 962,087 754,377 448,704 2,165 NE8
0700 B Hol g SIS AR 466,692 381,929 304,701 15,1963, 222
il ") o)
CANADA..ccvvvens 1,379,483 1,269,713 669,777 5,518,953
QUSIS IS s obis lore » tarb.o's 1,019,602 895,609 416,872 2,332,083
[OF izt e TR S 359,861 374,104 262,906 986,870
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Table 5. - Size of Establishments, 1925 and 1936.

1o 3.5 19386
Establishments Estab- Average Estab- Average
having a lish- Total Production  lish- Total Produetion
production of: ments Produgction per Estab- ments Production per Estab-
. lishment lishment
No- K § No- § i 2y
Under $50,000..... 6 161,676 26,946 7 140,080 20,011
$50,000 to under
$800,000.. . c.v.o'e 1 840,740 120,108 6 543,955 90,659
$200,000 and over. _ 9 5,554,946 872,772 10 5,715,106 371,31l
TOTAL AND AVERAGE. 22 4,357,362 198,062 23 4,397,141 191,180
Average Average
Establishments Estab- Capital Estab- Capital
having a Capital lish- Total per Estab-  lish- Total per Estab-
Investment of: ments Capital lishment ments Capital 1lishment
No. $ $ No. $ $
Under $50,000..... i 187,702 23,958 11 270,572 24,597
$50,000 to under
00, 000 s - s . 5 366,929 73,386 )
$100,000 to under ) 8 1,010,899 126,362
SRO0OPB. ;. 2. . s 6 872,450 145,408 )
$200,000 and over. 4 1,911,409 477,852 4 2,037,482 509, 370
TOTAL AND AVERAGE 22 3,318,490 150,840 23 3,518,953 144,302
Average Average
Establishments Estab- Enmployees Estab- Employees
having an Average lish- Total per Estab-  1ish- Total per Estab-
Employment of: ments Employees  lishment ments  Employees lishment
No. No. No. No. No. No.
Under 20 employees 6 72 12.0 8 76 9.5
20 to under 100
employees..csns 12 769 64 .0 10 584 58.4
100 employees and
OVGRINT|, Lo o4 Yo ope 4 766 1316 5 895 1785
TOTAL AND AVERAGE 22 i 6 0/ 73.0 25 INEES 67.6

B
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Table 6. - Employees by Sex and Remuneration, 19%5 and 1936.

——— it e 8 e o A M A 2 o A ST Ut o, e e T WPt et S e i -

i ot e et e |

1 G Ziehs 1791 3%

Salaried Employees -

C T g W R RN SO -y T 269 368

Malev.ceoeoessssvsoconseanas No. 159 162

Female. 112 .4 .ok T T [ TR 210 206

TSNl el .. oo .o o i LS 524,756 575,756
Wage—earners -

Monthly average...cecececess No. il 5258 i), 8L

BRI S8 e < 2o o Pes olalbl RN NASER 147 136

IERRIL % % ox i o Gve ot b iie s 56 oo Tubile Ao | 180l

Bl THEgRS . vy - e e 8 .. $ 709,712 713,259
All Employees -

Homals.." . . e I A O R R % Nog 1,607 1455885

BRRE. o vt e o o oW vl VWG 306 298

RETTILE B ST SR ) R No. L M50 13257

Total salaries and wages.... § 1,234,468 1,289,015

— el o s ot S ———— e s 4 e i M —— S . = oA, B W i o o e i o et

Table 7. - Monthly Employment of Wage-earners, 1934 to 1936.

—— e it o o o s i e . < . et o e e et

9356

L9 3.4 1 19l IZNG

Months i 5 F i Rk T TE e ===
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total
No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No.
Janlary. ...ceees 137 iy O4Q) MEE IR 1428 | L2154 2615 136 994 1,130
February...ocec.o 139, 1,094y 15336 1490 §1, U068 « 15266 138, &L, 057 d5INSE
M nehh ettt s s o 1530 | 1sled. pls2ies L5 1,140 1,291 1537 gzl 0228 Slesl5E
RASTHNINSEE . ks o 572 138 *15, 0985 missa Sl 147 Tl 08T vy 1726 1,085 Heded
g o R PR 138 1,105 | W5, 8435 14ishy IN088 T I EET 125 1,068 15205
AT [ LIS i 1377 I5080 0. 20 1415 1 N 069 ey 134 Lauirsell ik, 195
ST S A W9 1l OB HEREE 2T 145, 068 1215 T25 " 060 N 20
AT 142 1,084 1,226 1458 L0856 Jils AL0 1328 1,078, 15206
September....... ez LS @7 sasl 146 " “IRO70 3826 1 3687 IR St 208
S BERET e s s.o 0.8 ¢ » L42. o UsAE  SISEST 1o S R0 7 D 1 36e SERaEY" T 220
November........ g = 10868 5280 145 L2018 089 "SI y2 34 JBC TS B /o [l I ()
December........ 413 o Tsie2El Sl digi5 S SN O34 A a9 126 __SIEXOIIS . 1SR
MONTHLY AVERAGE. £39« e 1,080 * sls &S 147 1,091 1,238 B8l O I [ (2

—— e et 8 e e i+ i < e e el b N e - o et el . e St el e = et
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Table 8. - Number of Wage-earners in Month of Highest Employment and
Their Regular Hours of Work in 1935 and 1936.

D T S O S

ERmT o o -0 b af - ol % Number of
Number of Hours ___Employees Number of Hours ___ Employees
Worked per Week Worked per Week
1935 19326 1935 1936
40 hourS Or leSSo.D.o 64 - 51“55 hOUTS...aoa.»a.... 75 79
41-43 HOUrB..cennnnn. ) 22 ) S S e e | 1L Jul i .
AARTOUR ST ofs « 10 srslsrole L2 3/Taly S5 hmuis ey £ ol o 5 e exikebilh ALLONS) 103
4547 hoUrSecevevascos 9 408 448 5659 B MBS LTI S i - 1 1
48 hoUrSocesesecasse . 227 193 60 hours and over......- - -
49-50 hourSeecsses ge's 116 97
The above table does not include overtime.
Table 3. - Power Installatinn, 1935 and 1936.
1935 1936
Manufacturers! Manufacturers'
Glasses of Power Nuz?er Rating of Number Rating of
Units Horsepower aife Horsepower
Capacity Unite Capacity
Steam engines and
steam turbines..... 1 110 i 110
Electric motors
operated by
PiSEReRed poser et o M, 0 v l08 - 0 0 498 - o LAR. L LR
TOTAL POWER USED
IN MANUFAGTURING.... 204 595 203 596
Boiler installation. 4 370 4 375

+ In addition to these figures, there were also in 1936, 4 motors with a rating of 8

horse—-power in reserve or idle.
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Table 10. — Consumption of Fuel and Electricity, 1935 and 1926.

s i - A— i ——— ——— s ety i - PO NP

— e s . A n = W e

1935 1936
Unit of L e 3 2 At R 8 i A S 8t ot Sl B . St W~ et i . <l e
Kinds of Fuel
Measure 1 Cost Value Cost Value
PSR, gt Factory i at Factory

Cpnal - Ton $ ¢

Bituminous.....c00e.. (2000 1bs.) Bt 3,374 598 3,844

ARHracite Yo serosnoba Ui 288 21T 74 208 1,558
SECRIE 5 Ferero s panzersl =i e s L 315 1,967 378 AT
BRSO Nt dbeetersneso Imp. Gal. s 2 5 e
Kerosene or coal oil... Gal. 40 10 40 10
Fuel or diesel oil..... [ 3,700 352 3,600 324
Gag -

it actoned . <. o s . o LM cue £, 35 38 182 23
o BRIt Cord 2 14 & 24 .
TEMALCOST OF FUEL.: -5 - - 7,874 - By, Sl
Eleetricity purchased

(ineluding service

charges) »o.o.. ookt L KW EHE 517,656 11,068 542,891 11,429
TOTAL COST OF FUEL
AND ELECTRICITY..evcoun - - 18,942 - 20,000

Table 11. — Imports of Fully Manufactured Corsets and Materials,
Calendar Years 1935 and 1936.

4 1935 1936
Articles Imported it o~ D 5 18 R T =Tk
Measure  Quantity Value Quantity Value
$ $

Corset clasps, busks, blanks,
steels and covered corset
wires, cut to length, tipped
or untipped; reed, rattan or
lern_covePedi b th oo S8 E s - - 9,136 - 6,827

Metal tips, studs and eyes for
use exclusively in.the
manufacture of corset clasps
and corset wires.cooc.svsooso - - EWAaT - 5,834
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Table 11. - Imports of Fully Manufactured Corsets and Materials,
Calendar Years 1935 and 19% - (Concl'd)

—————t = ———— = S At o S i 2 e o i

I 9%"5 [ < A O

Unit of
Articles Imported Measure

Quantity Value

$ $

Quantity Value

Sheets, hoop, band or strip,

for use exclusively in the

manufacture of buckle

clasns, bedfasts, furniture

casters, corset steels,

clock springs, shoe shanks,

phonograph motor springs

or ball bearings....cccceoc.. Cwt. 8,978 51,518 UGl 61,068
Wire of steel, flat or woven

flat, ineluding steel strip

in the coil, coated or not,

.064 inch in thickness or

thinner, with tolerance not

to exceed .002 inch, for

use exclusively in the

manufacture of corset

clasps, steels, wires and

dress staySeeeecccsvesvussss Cwt. Sl 50,181 3,326 49,557
Shoe eyelets, corset eyelets,

shoe eyelet hooks and shoe

lace wire fasteners......... - - 186,051 > 174,790
Hoop, band or strip, being

tagging metal, coated or

not, for use exclusively

in the manufacture of shoe

and COrset laces.ooaonboonu = b 5’004 . 5,858
Corsets of cottone.eescescseo Lb. 612 1,378 466 27
Comgets of @it s . be s i Oz. 117 220 72 i¥52
Corsets of artificial silk.. 4 576 250 92 24

Table 12. - Exports of Carsets, Calendar Years 1935 and 1936.
Unit of 1935 1936
Articles Exported Measure ———— " "-m—seoma— PR TR T
oo . Quantity = Value _ Quantity _ Value .

Corsets and brassieres..... No. 43,166 49, 399 51,429 54,261

A — i L 8 . B b N s B P A 14 T B ¥ 457 B8 B o4 e A e e e R e et e e




.

THE CORSET INDUSTRY LN CANADA, 1936.

APPENDIX

Corset Manufacturers O

e ey - iy —

QUEBEC
Best Form Brassiere Company, 1187 Bleury Street, Montreal.
La Brassiere Marveilleuse 1448 Amherst St., Montreal
C. J. Grenier & Cie, 4825 Colonial Avenue, Montreal.
Lois Brassiere Co. 1443 St. Alexander St., Montreal.
The Rubber Specialty Company, 3457 St. Lawrence Blvd., Montreal.
Dominion Corset Company Limited, 45 Dorchester Street, Quebec.
Parisian Corset Manufacturing Co. Lid. 599 St. Valier Street, Quebec.
Perfection Corset Company Limited, 28 Champlain Street, Quebec.
Spencer Corsets (Canada) Limited, Rock Island.
The E. T. Corset Company Limited, 46 Laframboise Street, St. Hyacinthe.

ONTARID
Spirella Company of Canada Limited, 1651 River Road, Niagara Falls.
The Nu-Bone Corset Company of Canada, Ltd. 64 Niagara Street, St. Catharines.
F. Jo Allward Company Limited, 600 Bay Street, Toronto 2.
The Canadian H. W. Gossard Company, Ltd., 366 Adelaide Strect, West, Toronto.
Charis Limited, 864 Lake Shore Road, New Toronto.
The T. Eaton Company, Limited, 190 Yonge Street, Toronto 2.
Flexees (Canada) Limited, 240 Richmond St., West, Toronto.
Kops Brothers Limited of Canada, 559 College Street, Toronto.
Lady Mac of Canada Limited, 91 Wellington Street West, Toronto.
A. Stein & Company, Limited, 41 Peter Street, Toronto.
Tru-Form Corset Company Limited, 182 Spadina Avenue, Toronto.
M, J. Walsh (Miss) 290 Coxwell St., Toronto 4.
A. P, Hayward Limited, 50 York St., Toronto.

Ak Yo N ol e L e s
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