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NOTE: -

The statistics published in this report cover only
those manufacturing establishments which have corsets
and kindred articles as their principal product.
Statistics relating to specific products such as
corsets, combination garments, brassieres, bandeaux,
waists, etc., are not to be regarded as the total

for Canada for they are also produced to some extent
in the women’'s clothing, men's furnishings, rubber
goods, hats and caps and other industries.

Profita or losses cannot be estimated from the figures
published in this report as no data are collected for
overhead expenses, such as interest, rent, depreciation,
taxes, insurance, advertising, etc.
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THE CORSKET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1938

In 1938 reports were received from twenty-three establishments engaged in
the production of corsets and kindred articles, nine of which were located in Quebec
and fourteen in Ontario. Quebec, however, occupied the leading position in the
industry with 69 per cent of the capital invested, 58 per cent of the gross value of
production and €3 per cent of the number of persons given employment.

Goods with a selling value at the factory of 4,321,254 were produced in
1938, this amount representing a decrease of $246,453 or 5.4 per cent over the pre-
vious year, Fmployment wag given to 1,632 persons, 52 persone or 3.1 per cent legs
than in 1937 and the payroll, $1,313,711, was smaller by $14,308 or 1.0 per cent.
Materials used cost $1,939,519, a decreage of $160,802 or 7.7 per cent., Capital
invested in fixed and current assets totalled $3,377,292, the decrease of $60,211 or
1.7 per cent being accounted for by a decreage of $127,645 in the inventory value of
materials on hand, stocks in process, finsihed products and an increase of $67,434
in the value of the fixed asseta.

The 121,488 doz. corsets produced were valued at $2,125,286 and this amount
represented 49 per cent of the total value of production in the corset industry. The
average price per doz. of $17.49 differed only very slightly from the average of the
previoug yecar. The output of combination garments amounted to 49,562 doz. valued at
$1,164,8%8 while bandeaux and brassieres accounted for $655,174,

As may be observed in Table 5, of the 23 establishments reporting, the gix
largest were regpongible for a production of $2,661,139 or 61 per cent of the total
and also supplied $2,312,050 or 68 per cent of the entire capital investment and
furnished employment to 1,016 persons or 62 per cent of all persons employed.

The month of highest employment of wage-earners wag March, when 1,276 per-
gsong were reported and January with 1,227 was the month of minimum employment., Femalesg
reprezent 88 per cent of the wage-earners in this industry and the average wage paid
wag $18,72 per week for males and $10.86 for femaleg. (See Table 8)

Imports of corgsetg are very small compared with the Canadian production
and in 1938 only $1,096 were imported. Exports of corsets and brassieres totalled
$68, 370,
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN C%NADAL71958

Table 1. - Principal Statistics, 1920 to 1938

Estab- Salaries Cost of Grogs

Year and lish- Capital Em- and Materials Value of

Provincec ments Invested ployees Wages Used Production

No. $ No. $ $ $

112 7200) SIS PR S 14 6,679,088 PO, 1,3254299 3,690,025 6,392,472
IBRRAS SR 16 6,021,963 1,738 1,246,321 2681 M55 5,284,986
1Lk SR 16 4,108,057 1,397 978,687 2,134,564 4,038,985
OB B35 vieres 157 4,224,722 1,461 s OS2 EE 2,330,165 4,314,309
11212 e 16 4,806,157 il Lt 1,009,495 1,925,962 3,791,748
R NS, ) 18 4,917,408 1,418 1,124,284 2,055,416 1 4,246,948
RGNS, o+ 1L7 SIS e I 1,405 IR0 2 2, 098,581 4,219,019
VAEQE, 5 i, o 19 9,277,642 14,4862 i Q97 057 A G116 4,578,847
IR < o1 am.@ 20 4,812,464 1,508 1,124,990 2,054,461 4,187,647
1275 3 botohng 19 3,961,935 b ey FI202 52258 1,812,233 4,267,671
TS DO 20 S A T 1,498 1,198,800 1;881,382 4,168,585
B et To [ s e 23 3,550,473 1598 1,274,845 29062 1352 4,461,409
TZ) 55 dora A 22 3,518,490 1,607 1,234,468 1,970,414 4,357,362

I8 LS

CANADA ... 23 3,318,953 1,555 1,289,015 1,956,071 4,397,141
Quebec ..... 10 2 6523085 978 689,741 150181 /S 2,480,459
it Aoy . |48 1% 986,870 ST 503,274 794056 1,916,642

I 8 LT

CANADA .. 23 35,437,503 1,684 185285009 2,100, 321 4,567,707
Quebec ..... 9 2,398,004 1,058 743,886 1,277,486 2,615,760
Ontario 14 1,039,409 626 584,153 822,835 1,951,947

el 848

CANADA ... 23 T ) 1,632 s Z S as] IPNIEE oS 4,321,254
QUebeC «a... S 251032 3 1,023 746,251 15197 5580 2,480,996
ORiEarLe)- ... 14 1,074,055 609 567,460 741,989 1,840,258
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1938

Table 2. - Comparison of Principal Statistics, 1937 and 1938

+ Increase

Items k- SCHil 1938 - Decrease
ESt&bliShmentS reporting LIS RIS BRI NO. 25 25 il
Cagltal Sindeebod . ...l ad0 e« nal il 3,437,508 3,877,292 - 60,211
Employees on galaries -

Total L L L B L B B B B B R B B B B R O No. 586 588 + 2

Male L L L B I I B R I B R B B I R N No. 171 162 - 9

Female 50205000008 OPRPEt e e NO- 215 226 + 11

Total salm‘ies L L R B B B B s 594’718 593’588 = 1’550
Employeeg on wages -

uonthly BVeI‘age Ce st e s er e No. 1,298 1,244 = 54

uale ® 8% 008D BRSO RPN No. 154 150 1 4

Female 2 5 42 0000060000 sP BNt ETN NO. 1’144 1’094 1 50

Total Wages LI IR I R A A I N Y A Y ) 8 755’501 720’525 T 12’978
Power equipment -

Units ® 00 P s e 0t s eD es e NO. 208 2% = 2

Horsepower capacity .....ee... H.P. 606 617 + 11
Cost of fuel and electricity ...... $ 21,191 21,263 + 72
Cogt of materials used «s.oicive-ns. & 2,100,321 1,939,519 - 160,802
Grazs: value af prodguction ...ds..ed i3 4,567,707 4,321,254 - 246,453
Value added by manufacture ........ $§ 2,446,195 2,360,472 = L8O 23
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1338

Table 3. - Production, 1938
L TT e N Selling
Principal Products Unit of Value at
- meagure Quantity Factory

Corsets ~

OOIGAEON, 2ake¥ (aferals oyeisior b ol o (6T ek o Dozen 59,748 1,051,080

Sale, and galdl-— v sve otV e, oo i 2,614 73,433

Artificial e=ilk and mixtures .... i SoNIS 710,782

ERERMNG nrioil o o2 on < indi s 4 o 5 aliele 8 i QL LT g2eE.9:1
Combination garments -

&'ot o e Sl bt IR b f S | B St B J 11,487 244,046

Blls and Sahin . . caeceesodeensnns u 1,475 42,409

Artificial eilk and mixtures .... i 30,072 668,867

Dilagtie] e SRS EE a0 T ok - B IR 2 6,378 206,416

A1l other, material not specified 1! 150 3,100
Bandeaux and brassieres -

o) s R R b DBl c o8 T L 53,317 AS2 G

Sl and Featriangm. e o e - Solee i 3« 56 J 12,445 63,585

Artificial gilk and mixtures .... M 53,423 285,872

All other, material not specified g 3,649 13,150
Surgical belts and other surgical

garments c.aceecen 8 ool NGRS <18 « (efexs i i 5502 Shitb5
Children's waists «eovc... 3 ol SRR i 5,004 19,624
Underwear, artificial silk and other » 12,452 96,760
(6 1g” A= o- R« ne- 351807 & L) i (1) tL)
Girdles, suspender ......cecccesnnoo i TRE il L7 (5515
SRNIERES Dailbiy . valo o i oiafe s apesoass s (2) (R)
Shoulder braces and straps ...... gkl (Z) (2)
BN Giller DROANETE Mty oo b oo s ok o o's 84,482
SUTALFVALBE (OF | PROBUCTS . . vsvsseeeds 4,321,254

(1) A small number of doz. garters are included in "all other products".

(2) Included in "all other products".
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1938

Table 4. - Capital Invested, 1928 to 1938

D e B o SE S S

—

Working Capital

Inventory value
of materials
on hand, @tocks
in process,
finished products,
fuel and
miscellaneous

gupplies on hand |

¥ T 7 Fixed
! Capital
.
Present value
of land,
buildings,
Year and fixtures,
Provinces machinery,
tools, and
TS other equipment
OZENEET. 1,248,304
gl S odpe 1,334,252
IS Soig R e 1,715,402
MIETE B S 1,772,949
IS d8n a0 0 e 1,635,466
LSS, & o e 1,770,535
e, 1,544,600
HEERST AR 5 1,428,779

JL*eLs) (@

CANADA ... 1,379,463
Quebec ..... 1,019,602
Ontario ..., 359,861

19387

CANADA ... 1,398,176
Quebec ....- 1,025,916
Ontario .... 372,260

LS &

CANADA ... 1,465,610
Quebec ....: 1,067,515
OnEarsem,.fe 398,095

1,260,251
1,234,056
1,357,547
1,169,817
1,032,878
1,190,634
1,223,014
1,176,506

1,269,713

895,609
374,104

1,594,418

993,270
401,148

1,267,626

851,925
415,711

b o

Casgh
trading
and
operating
accounts,

etc.

2,408,853
2,759,683
2,204,693
1,869,698
1,293,571
779,007
982,859
753,405

669,777

416,872
252,905

644,909

378,908
266,001

644,046

383,797
260,249

—

5

-

Total
Capital

4,917,408
5,327,991
5,277,642
4,812,464
3,961,935
3,740,176
3,550,473
3,318,490

3,318,953

2,332,083
986, 870

3,437,503

2,398,094
1,039,409

3,377,292

2,303,237
1,074,055




Table 5. - Principal Statistice of the Corset Indusgtry, 19378,
Grouped According to the Size of Establishment

THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1938

2 M

. . Estab- Cost of Gross
stablis s
5 pioé&ci?zgtofth1ng lish- Capital Em— Salaries Materials Value of
nente Invested ployees and Wages Used Production
d No. g No. 8 8 el
TR 1SN0 "1 e - v 5 ovaits om -5 45,327 28 Al a1 20,980 440825
$25,000 to under $100,000 ... 5 182,898 29 85,403 11 7850 20 WS
$100,000 to under $200,000 .. & SO0 116 115,029 123,664 222,988
$200,000 to under $300,000 .. 4 587,278 375 340,914 354,220 1,013,234
$300;800 Afd-DVET . veo oo ilv s 6 2,312,050 1,016 754,234 1,323,325 2l 6615, W58
) S T2 1,652 LGN L1 13968 1 ol'S 4,321,254
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1938

Table 6. - Employees by Sex and Remuneration, 1937 and 1938
1937 1938

Salaried Employeeg -

Total L 2 I I T IR I I I I I IR I R N B R AN N.O. 386 588

Male ceovceersennnsonnes o oo g s s el g 162

RemaslieEl s sl terel e Tapgdoe - L0 600K Velaker MO 218 226

Dghaly cALArEEE . M .1 s b as o o0 am i 594,718 593,388
Wage-earners -

Monthly average «....... Siskatatel=solet Sl-N O 1,298 1,244

BTSSR e 13 oF ek e o lahervms) oo ls 1o¥Thons Toad (SRoEYa o e LOLE 154 150

Ty QU S o S L 3605 0o At P o) 1,144 1,094

LOGAlNWAZES 5 ciirhierun oieie e oprs aielepeisrass $ 733,301 720, 323
All Employees -

100 TS ol 3 SBIOE 0 06,30 A olorg okt 0 oklo 1183 1,684 1,632

I Ul Te e S BUAL oo o 5 IB5 ¢ o B o R T oY 325 312

AL 6 OG0 o T as ok 00 6. 0l0 B o8 b I BN O/ 1,359 1,320

Total salaries and Wages covecosess $ 1,328,019 1,313,711

Table 7. -~ Monthly Employment of Wage-earners, 1936 to 1838
) 9ia-0 21982 .9 38
Months Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total
NoA' | NG No. No. No. No. No. No. No.

JERETY . ..o 136 994 | 1,130 | 146 1,060 | 1,206 145 " 1,882 |"L, 287
Hebriamy*s. « e 138 | 1,037 1,175 154 | 1,120( 1,274 148 | 1,r20 |'Y, <08
BaRth e <5 s 137 | 1,828 | 1168 149 | 1,132 | 1,281 1481 1,127 | 1,276
o PN 136 | 1,033| 1,169 147 | " Lylssh| 1L, @80 149/ *SIERTTEAN L, 26'S
N e 4 ol « s 135" [m ABUBETFiSE03 150 | 15188 | 1,285 149 | 3,086 15354
L T P 134 | 1,061 1,195 | 165]| 1,147| 1,312 | 1s50| 1,078 | 1,228
110 L 4 { SO 135| 1,066 1,201 { 160} 1,148| 1,308 | 150| 1,080 {1,230
Augugt ..cuivens 138 | 15078 15218 0T | I O 86 Eat 10 7/ 160 L,071% 1,250
September ..... 186 | ~1,088¢ 1,218 | 1150 | 1,191 1,540 (" 11564 1sTIPY 1,992
Qctghar . . 4.0 136'| '1,0947% 1,280 JUSFR Tt oy O 151 1,084 | 1,235
November ..... J 135| 1,075| 1,210 | 153 | 1,1e8| 1,321 | 154| 1,096 | 1,250
December ...... 135 1,019 1,154 151, | 151657, 1,&16 P52 BEIws OB (1L R 35
MONTHLY AVERAGE 13641 Al oSl HiBe 154 | 1,144 1,298 150 1,094 | 1,244
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1838

Table 8. — Average Vlieekly Earnings and Number of Wage-earners

in the Month of Normal Employment, and Their

Regular Hours of Work, 1938

Number of Hours Number | Number 6frﬁours Number
Worked per Week Maleg Femaleg Worked per Week Males | Females
50 hOUI‘S OI' leSS 2 15 51"54 hOllI‘S 50 Q09 @00 e e} -
51"45 hOU.I‘S * % 00 20 89 55 hOllI‘S LR R R R N R 1 heci
44 hOllrS >0 0 0 0 30 510 56_'64 hOllrS AR =y e
45-47 hours .... 61 416 65 hours and over ..... - -
48" NOUTS s s v vvee S 282 Average hours per week. 44.7 45
49-50 hours .... 2 - Average weekly earnings $18.72| $10.86
The above table doeg not include overtime.
Table 9. -- Power Installation, 1937 and 1938
R LN =" 128 1248
Manufacturers' Manufacturers'
Clagcses of Power Number Rating of Number Rating of
of Horgsepower of Horsepower
Unitg Capacity Units Capacity
Steam engines and
steam turbines .. s 100 1 100
Electric motors
operated by
purchased power -
B WS e, % 5rd 206 505 2056 516
Idle ® s 0 80 A0 e 1 1 1 1
TOTAL POWER USED IN
MANUFACTURING ... 208 606 207 617
Boiler installation
T guiser %% 5, 3 4 380 4 380
i AHERTER o O bie 70 I 50 gl 65

A
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1938

Table 10. ~ Consumption of Fuel and Electricity, 1937 and 1938

T 983 iy B ip s
Unit of Cost Value Cost Value
Kinds of Fuel Measure Quantity | at Factory | Quantity | at Factory
$ $
Coal - Ton

Bl GMIRENONE, sr2ac e = os (000 1bs.) 926 6,124 1,045 | 7,216

ABThracite ceceeesso y 18, AniEs 43 373
COlCENN. . W0, . . a0l . 8 ) 55 688 51 693
GERGISTIEINTS <5 ois saols) ofs. =l Imp. Gal. 5 1h 10 3
Kerosene or coal oil.. Gal. 40 10 40 11
Puel or diesel oil ... i 4,300 398 4,000 344
Gas -

Manufactured ....... M acull, | ifit ¢ 198 48 94 94
O AN TR BL S  Basele & - o Ao Cord 3 24 & 24
TOTAL COST OF FUEL ... - 8,73 - 8,758
Electricity purchased

(including service

charges) ...... b Kw. H. 551,942 12,459 455,923 12,505
TOTAL COST OF FUEL AND
ELECTRICITY ..... i e ~ - 21,181 - 21,263
Table 11l. ~ Imports of Fully Manufactured Corsets and Materials,
Calendar Years 1937 and 1938
1
Articles Imported Unit of 3.3 § e &
Measure Quantity Value Quantity Value
¢ $
Corset clasps, busks,

blanks, steels and

covered corget wires,

cut to length, tipped

or untipped; reed,

rattan or horn covered - 6,202 - 5,578
Metal tips, studs and eyes

for use exclusively in

the manufacture of corset

claspg and corget wires = NEa2 - 5,453
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Table 11. --

Calendar Years 1937 and 1938 ~ (Concl'd.)

AR il Al 0 i A 4 e VA o P A OIS N 03

Articles Imported

f B R IR L S e ST S A

Sheets, hoop, band or gtrip,
for use exclugively in the
manifacture of buckle clasps,
bedfasts, furniture casters,
corget steels, cloek springs,
shoe shanks, phonograph motor
gprings or ball bearings

Wire of steel, flat or woven
flat, including steel strip
in the coil, coated or not,
.064 inch in thicknesg or
thinner, with tolerance not
to exceed ,002 inch, for
use exclusively in the
manufacture of corset
clasps, steels, wires and
dresel ataffe r. mea - velss '

Shoe eyeletg, corget eyelet
shoe eyelet hooks and shoe
lace wire fastenergs

Hoop, band or strip, being
tagging metal, coated or not,
for use exclusively in the
manufacture of shoe and
corset laces .

Conceis Gf COLGON wo o s o

Corgets of gill oie.s > minlesn o

Corgets of artificial q11k g .

LR S Y

® 8N

——— e i = =

Inports of Fully Manufactured Corsets and Materials,

Unit of
Measure

-

7

e e - S e

Value

————

~

) 95 8

Quantity

Cwt.

fLijo
Oz.

11,373

2,716

150
402
965

$

63,693

47,000

183,668

492
145
531

7,395

2,772

110
418
311

47,048

45,129

149, 529

438
424
234

Table 1R

— = % e s+ 2 R ]

Articles Exported

e

Unit of
Measure

Corsets and bragsiereg .....

B T P )

No.

Expor‘tq of Coreets, Palendar Years 1937 and 1938

L8 93

Quantltx

Value

- -

69,031

¢

68,370
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APPENDI

- e—— e

Corget Manufacturerg Operating in Canada, 1338

QUEBEC
Best Form Bragsiere Company 1187 Bleury Street, Montreal
C. J. Grenier & Cie 4835 Colonial Avenue, Montreal
Lois Brassiere Co. 1449 St. Alexander Street, Montreal
Dominion Corset Company Limited 45 Dorchester Street, Quebec
Form Craft Brassiere Company 3457 St. Lawrence Blvd., Montreal
Parigian Corget Manufacturing Co. Ltd. 599 St. Valier Street, Quebec
Perfection Corset Company Limited, The 38 Champlain Street, Quebec
Spencer Corsets (Canada) Limited Rock Island
E. T. Corget Company Limited, The 46 Laframboise Street, St. Hyacinthe
ONTARIO
Spirella Company of Canada Limited, The 1651 River Road, Niagara Fallgs
Nu-Bone Corset Co. of Canada, Ltd., The 64 Niagara Street, St. Catharines
F. J. Allward Company Limited, The 600 Bay Street, Toronto 2
Canadian H. W. Gosgard Company, Ltd., The 366 Adelaide Street Wegt, Toronto
Charis Limited 864 Lake Shore Road, New Toronto
J. BEisman and Company, Limited 144 Front Street West, Toronto
T. Eaton Company, Limited, The 33--59 Teraulay Street, Toronto
Flexees (Canada) Limited 240 Richmond Street West, Toronto
Kops Brothers Limited 559A College Street, Toronto
Lady Mac of Canada Limited 91 Wellington Street West, Toronto
A. Stein & Company, Limited 41 Peter Street, Toronto
Tru--Form Corset Company Limited 182 Spadina Avenue, Toronto
M. J. Walsh (Miss) 290 Coxwell Street, Toronto 4
A. P. Hayward Limited 50 York Street, Toronto

oQ0aq
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