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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1939.

In 1939 reports were received from twenty-three establishments engapged in
the production of corsets and kindred articles, eleven of which were located in
Quebec and twelve in Ontario. Quebec, however, occupied the leading position in
the indugtry with 68 per cent of the capital invested, 59 per cent of the gross
value of production and 65 per cent of the number of persons given employment.

Goods with a selling value at the factory of $4,706,947 were produced
in 1939, this amount representing an increase of $285,693 or 8.9 per cent over the
previous year. Employment was given to 1,768 persons, 136 persong or 8.2 per cent
more than in 1938 and the payroll $1,430,514, was greater by $116,803 or 8.9 per cent.
Materials used cost $2,121,694, an increase of $182,175 or 9.4 per cent. Capital
invested in fixed and current assets totalled $3,820,719, the increase of $443,427
or 13.1 per cent being accounted for by an increase of $360,453 in the working
capital and an increase of $82,974 in the value of the fixed assets.

The 133,205 doz. corsets and girdles produced were valued at $2,419,490
and this amount repregented 51 per cent of the total value of production in the
corset industry. The average price per doz. of $18.16 was 67 cents higher than the
avarage of the previous year. The output of combination garments amounted to
52,156 doz. valued at $1,196,689 while bandeaux and brassieres accounted for $701,100.

As may be observed in Table 5, of the 23 establishments reporting, the
12 largest were responsible for a production of $1,975,887 or 93 per cent of the
total and also supplied $3,559,991 or 93 per cent of the entire dapital investment
and furnished employment to 1,658 persong or 937 per cent of all persons employed.

The month of highest employment of wage-earners was November, when
1,502 persong were reported and January with 1,252 was the month of minimum em-
ployment. Females represent 87 per cent of the wage-earnere in this industry
and the average wage pald was $20.87 per week for males and $11.04 for females.
(See Table 8)
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1939.

ipal Statigtics, 1920 to 1938.

Year and Estah- Salaries Cosat of Groga
BB oithans lish~- Capital Em- and Materials Value of
mentsa Invested ployeeg Wages Used Production
No. $ No. $ $ $
BRO" . 5ise sie ot 14 6,679,088 205 0 1,325,299 | 3,690,025 | 6,392,472
TR i oiedsia 16 4,108,057 1397 978,687 | 2,134,564 | 4,038,985
BB . elels 0'0a o 17 4,224,722 1,461 1,110,282 | 2,330,165 | 4,314,309
IUETZ7 R P 16 4,806,157 1;381 1,009,495 | 1,925,962 | 3,791,748
HGRET " ke 6o & 16 4,917,408 1,418 1,124,284 | 2,055,416 | 4,246,948
RGROES. S B e 197 5,327,981 1,405 1,084,231 | 2,098,351 |'4,219,019
TRRBET . B gesreara 19 5,277,642 1,482 1,097,037 | 2,221,313 | 4,578,847
112 7 B P 20 4,812,464 1,508 1,124,990 | 2,054,461 | 4,187,647
G2 A2 ke s sims 19 296, 935 1817 1,202,228 | 1,812,233 | 4,267,671
IEHEET Volo /s e e 20 3,740,176 1,498 1,154,979 | 1,881,362 | 4,168,585
OB e e v b 23 3,550,473 15598 1,274,845 | 2,062,352 | 4,461,408
G s Sl iaiste 2P 3,318,490 p 1,607 1,234,468 | 1,970,414 | 4,357,362
IEGEO1 e o e o8 23 3,318,953 1,555 1,289,015 | 1,956,071 | 4,397,141
$88 7
CANADA .... 23 3,437,503 1,684 1,328,019 | 2,100,321 | 4,567,707
Quebec ...... 9 2,398,004 1,058 743,886 | 1,277,486 2;615,760
OREaGI6 | o ook 14 1,039,409 626 584,133 822,835 | 1,951,947
1938
CANADA .... 23 £ 8 [ - 2% 15652 1,813,711 |0 )5988,518 | 475€1j@b4
QUaBOE! /s axe.c1e g 2,303,257 1,023 746,251 | 1,197,530 | 2,480,996
Ontario; s« 14 1,074,055 609 567,460 741,989 | 1,840,258
1939
CANADA .... 23 3,820,719 1,768 1,430,514 | 2,121,694 | 4,706,947
Quebec ...c.. 11 2,590,759 1,144 828,836 | 1,357,161 | 2,794,068
Ontarlo seve. 12 1,229,960 624 601,678 764,533 | 1,912,879
- o O £ gl
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1933.

] Table 2. - Comparison of Principal Statistics, 1938 and 1929.
Iteme 1938 1 BB e
- Decrease

Establishments reporting ......c..... No. 23 23 -
EEMEE] ABTOEEER < fc iooico v iemunes B 3,377,292 3,820,719 | + 443,427
Employees on salaries -

Total 2 BB AP P PSS SON GO PE RS SsS o NO. 588 405 + 17

Male S OB S F e OO SN e BESS ST TE eSS No. 162 171 + 9

Fem&le (R EEEENEEEELEENEES ARSI NO- 2% 254 + 8

Babels gadaedEs i.o5 a6 o ihms . $ 593, 388 627,768 | + 34,380
Employeas on wages -

Monthly average ...........c.... No. 1,244 1,33 | + A

Male *> 000 S sS GO sars > 8 2 0 0 8t Nol 150 174 + 24

Female ....... vo & Sl s o e 00 RS IO 1,094 1,188, | * 95

R R VN R B CRS, 720,328 802,746 | + 82,423
Power equipment -

Units 28 08¢ 000 apo0oe ® e 9 s 90 seeERte NO. 2% 201 TIE 5

Horsepower capacity ............ H.P. 617 598 | - 19
Cost of fuel and electricity ....... $ 21,2683 22,666 | + 1,403
Cost of materlials used ............ ad 1,939,519 2,121,694 | + 182,175
Gross value of production «eeseceess $ 4,321,254 4,706,947 | + 385,693
Value added by manufacture ......... $ 2,360,472 23962,587 | ¥ 2085d1Ss

Profits or losses cannot be estimated from the figures published in this report
as no data are collected for overhead expenses, such ag interest, rent, depreciation,
taxes, insurance, advertising, etc.
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1939.

Principal Products

L et A AL e g B e Sy s

-

Corgets and girdles -

(7405 7 o B b h s H oo D
Sl BndRgatin . : i im.seneEn
Artificial =ilk and mixtures
TP LT e s e LT I R S L P

Combination garments -

GEEREN Ve BT 2 iaie o’s = 53 EsE
Silk and g8tin -eseeeccacces
Artificial gilk and mixtures
BRI CE L e es ~ials shelk/e, Ao
All other, material not
gpecified ....e.n.n.

Bandeaux and brassieres -

Cotton
Sillk and g8LiN ceeeecsssaven
Artificiel silk and mixtures
All other, material not
gpecified

s e v a A no 0o e 0

E I N N N R I A I ]

Surgical belts and other
gurgical garment.s
Children's waists
Underwear, artificial silk ....
inderweai ., all other ..........
Garters ..
Girdles, suspender ....ccs=sae-
Sanitary supplies (belts,
aprong, ete.) ...ccccnccoeee
Shoulder braces and strapg ....
All other corset supplies .....
A1l other products ..

nnnnnnnnnnn

ONOBEOeNeae Yy

T .0 g rd LA R FOOEDS SN

TOTAL VALUE OF PRODUCTS .. .....

——— - . e S ——

——

... Taple 3. — Production, 1938 and 13938

{8)
o L) R SO S

(1) A small number of doz. garters are included in "all other
(2) Included in "all other products®.
(3) The statistics published in this report cover only those manufacturing establish-

mente which have corsets and kindred articles as their principal product.

b ol e 7 EL: 1939
Measice T Selitng || - | Geliing
Quantity | Value at | Quantity Value at
o Al Factory Factory
Doz. 59,748 | 1,051,080 53,597 |1,033,193
" 2,614 73,433 3,454 96,285
" 39,213 710,782 | 41,979 823,035
" 19,913 289,981 34,175 466,977
" 11,487 244,046 5,767 161,887
" 1,475 42,409 2,011 52,359
" 30.072 668,867 36,555 761,463
6,378 206,416 7,823 220,980
" 150 3,100 " L
" 53,317 292,757 49,572 287,458
L 12,445 63,595 | 11,245 79,567
n 53,423 285,672 53,214 328,356
" 3,649 13,150 1,707 5,719
L 1,502 57,255 1,474 57,270
" 5,004 19,624 4,537 18,040
) 1 , 12,850 98,890
3 )12,452 9,760 5,412 16,982
" (1) (1) 21,045 42,490
" 11,201 117,835 6,036 59,144
(2) (2) M 16,720
2 (2) (2) 4,048 10, 388
n - ) - 44,408
e ) 84,482 » 25,556
F 4,321,254 - 4,706,947

productg®.

Sta-

tistice relating to specific products such as corsets, combination garments,
brasgieres, bandeaux. waists, etc., are not to be regarded as the total for
Canada for they are also produced to some extent in the women's clothing, men's
furnishings, rubber goods, hats and caps and other industries.
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1939.

Table 4. - Capital Inveastaed, 1920 to 1339.

-

Year and
Provinces

e e e £ 9 ot - e P

Fixed
Capital

Working Capital

Present value

of land,
buildings,
fixtures,
machinery.,
tools, and

other equipqent

Inventory value
of materials
on hand, stocks
in process,
finiched products,
fuel and
miscellaneous
gupplies on hand

JORD cicevvsccnnise
1983 civacdecatnpin
107 1 RS VR
IRFRBL A'e ciistel evars
TOEE oog-innesnsnen
T T L A R
XIBL, Tlaivs s ooliits s v

s s s 00

1937
CAMAORS S8, ot Sem s

Quahecy Do ML ic v o
OMEARAO A= o = 6. =i ¢

sl 8
CANADA .s.ccvcenee

GUEDOCES & biors afa¥e e o3
Onbarior st oe - 8. Aes

1.9 -9
CARADA «c.ccece.s

QUGbeC ®ee st s senne
(07511770 2 {0 T I L 83 4

¢

910,756
1,004,810
1,041,217

982,983
1,248,304
1,334,252
1,772,949
1,344,600
1,379,463

1,398,176

1,025,916
372,260

1,465,610

1,067,515
398,095

1,548,584

1,105,582
443,002

$

2,356,920
1,678,103
1,641,254
1,415,265
1,260,251
1,234,056
1, 2604617
1,223,014
1,269,713

1,394,418

993,270
401,148

1,267,636

851,925
415,711

1,528,598

1,080,208
448,390

Cash
trading

and Total
operating Capital
account.s,

etc.

5 grait-s
5,411,412 6,679,088
5,472,541 6,155,454
1,542,251 4,224,722
1,731,634 4,129,882
£,408,853 4,917,408
2,759,683 5,327,991
1,869,698 4,812,464

982,859 3,550,473
Qeq; 791 5,318,953
644,909 5,457,503
378,908 2,398,094
266,001 1,039,409
644,046 3,377,292
583,797 R4303,237
260, 249 1,074,055
743,527 5,820,719
404,969 2,590,759
358, 568 1,229,960

e

.,

. ey e
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1339.

Table 5. — Principal Statistics of the Corset Industry, Grouped According to the Size
of Establishment, 1938 and 1939.

Establishments - Roatab-| Capital Cost of Gross
having a pro- lish- | Invested | B~ Salaries | Materials Value of
duction of - ments ployees| and Wages | Used Production
3 R R No. $ I %
L1938,
R ESR@00 ok . psoseen ¥ 3 14,900 8 4,435 3,058 7,999

$5,000 to under $25,000| 2)
$25,000 * v $50,000| 3) 223,325 118 99,098 135,252 315,899
$50,000 " " $100,000| R2)
$100,000 " " $500,000] 12)

3,139,067|1,505 [1,210,177 | 1,801,208 [ 3,997,356
$500,000 " " $1,000,000{ 1)

o e S N =
TR 5 ] B 3,377.292|1,632 (1,313,711 |1,939,519 | 4,321,254
9039
Under $5,000 v.ocovene.| 4 22,002 12 6,306 4,864 12,117
$5,000 to under $25,000| 2)
$25,000 " " $50,000| 2) . 238,636| 98 82,915 140,943 307,312

850,000 * " $100,000| 2)

$100,000 " " $500,000]| 12)
3,559,991|1,658 1,341,293 | 1,975,887 | 4,387,518
$1,000,000 and over ...| 1)

. B e et i -.—L_.... —— e - ...._..—H.....--...L..- )

TOTAL o euioee- 23 5,820,719|1,768  [1,430,514 | 2,121,694 | 4,706,947

e e e e e e e e e -~ e
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1939.

Table 6. - Emploveeg by Sex and Remuneration, 1938 and 1933.
L8 1939
Salaried Employees -
Total 80 BB O ¢ PEESS OSSN O seses S saaEasa NO' 388 405
Male ...‘...;.‘...'.‘...l..l.. ..... "o 0 %000 NON 162 171
Female A e OB H T AARS SO OO OeSEE PSS eSS agere No» 226 234
Total BalaI‘ieS PP BSOS TP EDEEIEEPIED s 595’588 627’768
Wage-earners -
Monthly average P E S PBES SO OEESSEE ISR PESP e NO. 1’244 1’%3
Male S0 BP0 ROPPOADPESE PSS Es eSS No‘ 150 174
F‘emale 5 0 GO N SO0 80GOS P Ee OB NDPLEASDSSEREYEIEDS NOI 1,094 1,189
Total wages B P O OB AT SO ET O PN SRR $ 720,523 802’746
All Employees -
Tota]— 8 686 048t eSO OPPHAEOSBOG LB RSeLeTREre No'i 1’632 1’768
Male S 6 08 58 0N SsTSEe TSSO REBSEsS L 2R R BN B B B BN ) NO. 512 345
Female eGP OO B ED DSOS OSSO L IR N B AR B B N B ) No‘ 1,520 19423
Total salaries and wages ...... L LRC- TR - ¢ Yo ili3 ST 1, 450, Shd
Table 7. - Monthly Employment of Wage-earners, 13837 to 1939.
1937 1948 19389
T U e i e e g i w1 | bt s IS5 gl (b ML 3 T s
Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total | Male |Female | Total
B No. | DNo. No.| No. | No. | No. | No. | No. | UNo.
JRRRATY "\ s Jot . amsl | 146 1,060 |1,206 | 145 1, 0881 | 15228 | 1ES<| BgG8E =1, 262
FERFUATY s o o+« s&) 0 154 1,120 |1,274 | 148 1, 1200 [|.1%268 1 167 | <delssesd 1528
MERCH" . o5 dvee o veout| | 149 1,158 1, 28Y 1 148 1,127 | 15276 | 168 | ok, £ I A e
J.0 T T SRR RRRRN | Y. 3,138 | 1,280 | 148 1,114 |1,283| 170 | 1,114 | 1,284
BT s chnninls s e o m it PO 1,156 - [[1,885 Ir 149 15088 | 1,234 170 T l2ll ' 1,200
JHEOL. Jja s s ibeme 5 oo en] [« HES B 1a, |INSL2 L 150 1,078 | 1,288 | 176 |.dls1E8 1 1,308
SIS B i e 34 50 il o LG 1,148 |1,308 | 150 1,080 | 1250 176 J ,Latelnl, T 538
ATERIEh 1 sdine s oo 0o L0 353150 [id,800. 160 1,871 |-1;R35L | 258 -Ig8ELN 1,58€
September ........| 150 L,90 - [(1, S8 ol 286 w117 | 152F2.( 18890 | Is€amy - 1,422
ORBOBEF .wesesosen]| LIE Sy Ll R 1 1,084 |1,235| 184 | 1,276 | 1,460
November .........| 153 1,168, {17381 | 164 1,006 | 1¥250 12 188" || =18l 1,502
December «se.c.oc...| 151 1,165 | 1,308 162 1,083 | 1,235 | 183 | 1,305 | 1,488
MONTHLY AVERAGE .. | 154 1,144 |1,298 | 150 1,094 | 1,244 | 174 | 1,189 | 1,363
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1939.

e

Table 8. - Average Weekly Earnings and Number of Wage-earners
in the Month of Normal Employment, and Their
Regular Hours of Work, 1939.

Nlim‘bm-of Hour; S i) :M;xgbgy_ At jh:_ Number of Hm;r—s Numbeg: - L.
Worked per Week LMQ;QS_WMFbmales Worked pgﬁ_week Males Females
30 honrs or less 1 1, DLt E ) Th o e A o 8 A - -
51'45 hO\l"S [T N 20 90 55 hOllI‘S QB U Bwb >IN0 l _—
44 hO‘l{'S oma a3 0n 31 516 %"'64 hOlU‘S FEEEEEREERERER] il
45 4¥ hors: oo 61 469 65 hours and over .ccoe ~
48 hours ccvsoece 65 310 Average hours per week 45.4 45,3
49.-.50 hours ,ee:. 4 15 Average weekly earnings | $20.87 $11.04
L o AL R o=
The above table does not include overtime.
Table 8. -~ Power Ingtallation, 1938 and 1939,
TR W5 159 319
ARk 2 Wi Power | Manufacturerst | ‘Manufacturers!
Number Rating of il Rating of
of Horsepower UOF Horsepower
¥ i e Capacity achd Capacity
Steam engines and
steam turbines ..c.. 1l " 100 i 100
Electric motors
operated by
purchase power -
o 1S 2 gt B G S R 205 £16 197 493
Idle B4 088D e VIR 1 l 5 5
TOTAL POWER USED IN
MANUFACTUBING ..oa0. 207 617 201 598
Boiler installation
IN= W86 ~usowm &5 o' 4 380 S 445
.rdle 0 O8 e 30 esbe -] 65 b R




THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1939.

Table 10. - Con

- 9=

sunption of Fuel and Electricitxi,lg§§ and 1939.

Unit of AL 5 g 19359
Kinds of Fuel X
e Cost Value | Cost Value
Quantity | at Factory Quantity at Factory
¢ ¢
Coal - Ton

Bituminous o..s0...[ (2000 1bg) 1,045 708 1,286 8,712

Anthracite ss-0000. A 43 373 66 492
BoliBy s .« voeumidaddihs 1 51 693 53 701
Gagoline ..cossesessso| Imp.Gal, 10 5 10 s
Kerosene or coal oil.. Gal. 40 11 40 11
Fuel or diesel oil ... 2 4,000 344 3,900 3351
Gas -

Manufactured ......| ¥ cu. ft. 94 94 96 101
wood VIVIS NS DB Esetes s Cord 5 24 5 58
TOTAL COST OF FUEL ... - - 8,758 10,289
Electricity purchased
. (including service :

charges) edeosoeesss] ' Kws Hs 4555928 12, 05 464,392 18,227
TOTAL COST OF FUEL

AND ELECTRICITY ... - 21,263 22,666
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THE CORSET INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1933.

Ad BB XD TX

Corset Manufacturers Operating in Canada, 1933.

QUEBEC

Begt Form Braggiere Co.

Better Brand Brassiere

Form Craft Brassiera Co.

Formeraft Fabrics Ltd.

C, J. Grenier & Cie

Dominion Corgset Company Limited
Parisian Corset Manufacturing Co. Ltd.
Perfection Corset Company Limited, The
Spencer Corsets (Canada) Ltd.

E. T. Corget Company Limited, The

G. C. Knitting Reg'd.

390 Craig Street W., Montreal

7118 St. Lawrence Blvd., Montreal
3457 St. Lawrence Blvd., Montreal
4530 Clark Street, Montreal

4835 Colonial Avenue, Montreal

45 Dorchester Street, Quebec

599 St. Valier Street, Quebec

38 Champlain Street, Quebec

Rock Island

46 Laframboige Street, St. Hyacinthe
13 St. Catherine Street, St. Hyacinthe

ONTARIO

Spirella Company of Canada
Limited, The

Nu--Bone Corset Co. of Canada,
Limited, The

A. P. Hayward Limited

F. J. Allward Compeny Limited, The

Canadian H. W. Gosgsard Company,
Limited, The

Charie Limited

T. Eaton Company, Limited, The

Flexees (Canada) Limited

Kops Brothers Limited

Lady Mac of Canada Limited

A. Stein & Company, Limited

Tru-Form Corset Company Limited

1651 River Road, Niagara Falle

Davidson Street, St. Catharines
50 York Street, Toronto
600 Bay Street, Toronto 2

366 Adelaide Street West, Toronto
864 Lake Shore Road, New Toronto
33-59 Teraulay Street, Toronto

240 Richmond Street West, Toronto
559A College Street, Toronto

91 Wellington Street West, Toronto
41 Peter Street, Toronto

182 Spadine Avenue, Toronto
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