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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 379,227 M ft. in
May, 1957 as compared with 401,373 M ft. in May, 1956 a decrease of 5.5 p.c. from the
previous year but an increase of 17.9 p.c, over the previous month. Production of
Coast mills, which accounts for 55.7 p.c. of the total, showed a decrease of 8.8 p.c.
from the same month of the previous year, and the Interior mills, which produced the
remaining 44.3 p.c. showed a decrease of 1.1 p.c. Shipments in May, 1957 totalled
440,371 M ft., as compared with 401,454 M ft, the previous year, an increase of 9.7
p.c. with Coast mills registering a decrease of 0.9 p.c., but Interior mills an in-
crease of 26.3 p.c. Total shipments for May increased by 33.5 p.c. over the April
figure of 329,807 M ft. Stocks on hand at the end of May, 1957 amounted to 593,689
M ft., as compared with 535,896 M ft. at the end of May the previous year and 672,003
M ft, at the end of April of this year., Coast mills reported stocks totalling
268,933 M ft., while Interior mills showed 324,756 M ft.

Summary Figures

Table 1 gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of sawn
lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for April and May, 1956 and 1957.
Details by species are given for production and stocks while shipments are shown by
destination, Total production increased from 351,089 M ft. in April, 1956 to 401,373
M ft. in May, 1956 and from 321,758 M ft. in April to 379,227 M ft. in May, 1957.
Shipments totalled 329,807 M ft. in April, 1957 and 440,371 M ft. in May, 1957 as
compared with 341,758 M ft, in April and 401,454 M ft, in May of 1956. Stocks on
hand at sawmills decreased from 555,208 M ft, in April, 1956 to 535,896 M ft. in May
and decreased from 672,003 M ft. in April, 1957 to 593,689 M ft., in May of this year.

Production

Table 2 gives particulgrs of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and
Interior mi{lls separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and
ties, by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 210,802 M
ft. in May, 1957 as compared with 163,688 M ft. reported by Interior mills, Sawn
tie production of Coast mills was 587 M ft, in May as compared with 4,150 M ft, for
Interior mills. Coast mills accounted for 55,7 p.c. of the total production of
sawn lumber and ties in May, 1957 as compared with 57.7 p.c. the previous year, The
percentages of Coast mills during April, 1957 and 1956 respectively, were 61.0 and
618 p.ci.
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Shipments

Table 3 gives details of lumber and tie shipments, by months, for Coast mills
and Interior mills separately. Shipments by truck, by rail and waterborne are shown
for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to the United Kingdom and
to other countries, for all mills reporting, Total estimated shipments of non-report-
ing mills are also given. It is to be noted, however, that some lumber originally re-
ported as having been shipped to points in British Columbia may have been re-shipped
to other provinces or exported by the purchasers and reported by them also, thereby
causing a certain amount of duplication.

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 242,630 M ft, in May of 1957 and 208,826
M ft. in April, 1957 as compared with 244,913 M ft, in May, 1956 and 218,366 M ft.
in the previous month, while the Interior mills shipped 197,741 M ft. and 156,541 M
ft. in May, 1957 and 1956 and 120,981 M ft. and 123,392 M ft. in April, 1957 and 1956,
Of all shipments actually reported for May, 41,6 p.c. went to points in Canada, 38.3
p.c. to points in United States, 8.9 p.c. to the United Kingdom and 11.2 p.c. to
other countries. Waterborne shipments accounted for 30.2 p.c. of the total,while
45.5 p.c. went by rail, and 24.3 p.c. by truck.

Stocks

Table 4 gilves particulars of stocks of lumber and cies at sawmills by months.
It distinguishes between stocks sold but not shipped and stocks unsold, and between
stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at Coast mills in
April and May, 1957 amounted to 293,177 M ft. and 268,933 M ft. as compared with
299,105 M ft. and 290,087 M ft. in April and May of 1956. Interior mills stocks
decreuased from 256,103 M ft. in April to 245,809 M ft. in May, 1956 and decreased
from 378,826 M ft, in April to 324,756 M ft, in May, 1957. Unsold stocks accounted
for approximately 34.4 p.c. of the total in May, 1957 #s compared with 30.6 p.c. in
May, 1956 for Coast mills, while for the Interior mills the percentages were, re-
spectively, 92.9 and 86.8.

Orders on Hand

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders om hand at the end o. che months of
April and May, 1956 and 1957 for Coast mills only. Similar informatiom 1s not
collected from Interior mills and no attempt has been made to estimate orders on
hand of non-reporting mills on the Coast. Destination and mode of shipments are
shown in this table, which also gives total lumber purchases reported by some mills,
Total orders on hand at the end of May, 1957 amounted to 256,923 M ft..as compared
with 300,157 M ft. in May, 1956. Orders on hand at the end of April, 1957 and 1956
amounted to 299,325 M ft. and 330,838 M ft., respectively. Purchases of lumber
from other mills amounted to 10,280 M ft. in May, 1957 and 6,104 M ft. in May, 1956
as compared with 6,359 M ft. in April, 1957 and 6,128 M ft. in April, 1956,

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the number of active mills reporting each month for the Coast and
Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for May accounted for 77.9 p.c.
of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1955 compared with
78.5 p.c. for the previous year. The percentages for April, 1956 and 1957 were 79.9
and 77.2 respectively. It is hoped that the compilation will eventually include all
mills in the 500,000 feet and over classification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers' Association
Interior Lumber Manufacturers' Association and Northern Interior Lumbermen's Associ-
ation in the collection of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged.
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Table 1., - Comparative Summary of Production, Shipments and Stocks of Lumber and Ties
of British Columbia Sawmills, May, 1957.

May April 5 Months
1956 1957 1956 1957 1956 1957
M ft. M ft, MRS M ft. M ft. M ft.

PRODUCTION
Douglas Pir ............ 194,034 171,087 163,039 143,568 889,625 750,949
HemMaall o ., .000- 000 "0 71,908 T,799830 &9, 7571 76,963 364,310 360,842

BAligamWFAT . o bt s on e oise 3,028 3,455 2,898 3,782 19,542 18,234
REAVCEdAT, o, ufe oo oo i%le oo - 45,772 . -37,806] | 43,083 . 32,505 230,260 164,376
SpPruce ........ X, W¥ers «ee 60,627 64,810 53,979 44,931 374,293 329,099
Whilte. PAne, « cowvee s anopes o1 7,466 6,801 6,272 4,476 30,587 22,368
Ponderosa Pine ....... .o 7,019 5,421 3,001 3,855 21,224 14,167
Lodgepole Pine ......... 4,070 4,833 3,424 4,601 27,320 32,449
All other softwoods .... 6,753 5,241 Sl 6,710 41,053 29,588

Total softwoods ..... 400,672 378,784 350,714 321,391 1,998,214 1,722,072
Red Alder ........... ey 156 73 90 111 778 339
MaDIelacr. Roietoleiolsiore s o aie aiaa 392 221 152 192 1,245 752
Biirch . % . A 5060080000 53 55 34 33 202 161
Cottonwood .......-c..04 100 94 99 31 650 233
All other hardwoods .... - - - - 11 -

Total hardwoods ..... 701 443 375 367 2,886 1,485

Totel produdtion .... 901,373 1379,227 350,089 - 521758 2,000,100 ®1.728 2557

SHIPMENTS "

TO: Points in Canada ..... 135,486 145,856 114,929 111,261 614,600 589,622
Points in U.S.A. ..... 140,430 134,065 120,571 116,141 630,061 569,516
United Kingdom ....... 52,327 31,186 28,094 24,071 164,226 130,055
Other Countries ...... 29,982 39,368 24,700 31,005 135,932 153,073

Shipments reported ....... 338,225 350,475 288,294 282,478 1,544,819 1,442,266

Estimated shipments of

non-reporting mills .... 63,229 89,896 53,464 47,329 309,905 301,815
Total shipments ........ 401,454 440,371 341,758 329,807 1,854,724 1,744,081

May April

S0 IO 1956 1957 1956 1957

M ft. M ft. M ft, M ft.
Douglas Fir ........c.0e 193,830 181,433 199, 287 207,813
Hemlock c..c.ccvenveccane 101,023 114,604 111,197 118,867
Balsam Fir .......ccc000 949 1,170 831 1,194
Red Cedar ...cevvcncenans 77,685 60,948 74,143 66,869
SPruce ..,..... 060000 118,113 185,983 131,554 234,361
White Pine ......c.c000. 12,771 15,454 12,356 12,940
Ponderosa Pine ......... 18,429 20,085 12,546 16,735
Lodgepole Pine ......... 8,007 8,999 5,722 9,063
All other softwoods .... 4,507 4,637 6,827 3,981
Total softwoods ..... 535,314 593,313 554,463 671,823
Red Alder ........c0c0000 66 - 30 -
MBEEM o o i ot eniTolhns 670 b 00 @ 65 43 44 28
271, 50) o) WA S R S 36 4 24 5
Cottonwood ...... o1 ekeaaste 413 326 645 146
All other hardwoods .... 2 ) 2 1
Total hardwoods ..... 582 376 745 180

Total stocks ........ 535, 896 593,689 555,208 672,003




Table 2, - Lumber and Ties Sawn, May, 1957.

/g

COAST MILLS INTERIOR MILLS
Species
Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
M ft.bm. M ft,b.m. M ft.bm. M ft.b.m, M ft.,bm. M ft.b.m,
LUMBER
Douglas Fir ..ceeees 86,120 5,047 91,167 43,926 32,356 76,282
HREAOGE ;.ocoo.odaliw 71,184 1,610 72,79 5,576 885 6,461
Balsam Fir ......ce. 2,421 30 2,451 249 755 1,004
Red Cedar ........es 34,413 1,139 35,552 1,647 506 2,158
SPIUCe 5.. cv. il aee 4,871 244 55 MS 30,253 29,425 59,678
WhilCe Pine ree.s.bese 3,330 9 3,339 2,219 1,243 3,462
Ponderosa Pine ..... - - - 4,150 1,207 5, 357
Lodgepole Pine ..... - 12 1.2 859 3,366 4,225
All other softwoods. 26 2 28 1,492 3,475 4,967
Total, softwoods. 202,365 8,093 210,458 90,371 73,218 163,589
Red Alder . .50, A8, 2 20 73 - - -
Mapile 3.:..c.eis o Y. 187 32 219 L 2 2
BHECR! orarersrors o oo onb Fete 42 8 50 - 5 5
CotLonwoeod ..r.rv saros 2 - 2 40 52 92
All other hardwoods. - - = = = =
Total, hardwoods. 283 61 344 40 59 99
Total, softwoods
and hardwoods .. 202,648 8,154 210, 802 90,411 73,207 163,688
TIES
Douglas Fir ......s. 559 28 587 984 2,067 3,051
HemEoCk, ve 5o oarae oo vs - - - - 75 75
BalisamiFIr ... ... 4 - - - - -
REd CEABE ..iove .o ihioe - - - 101 101
Spruce Seseccossscsen - - - - 17 17
White Pine ......... - - - - - -
Ponderosa Pine ..... - - - 41 23 64
Lodgepole Pine ..... - - - 50 546 596
All other softwoods. - - L 8 - 246 246
Total, softwoods. 559 28 587 1,075 8. 075 4,150
Red ASliderx! .i. ... cenleie - - - - - -
MADIEEY $herovs o-010i0 01 oteEiol s - - - - - -
BETIIE s s s it o1 %0 v ane - - - - - -
Cottonwood .....neee - - - - - -
All other hardwoods. - - - - -
Total, hardwoods. = - - - - -
Total, softwoods
and hsrdwoods .. 559 28 587 1,075 3,075 4,150
LUMBER AND TIBS .... 203,207 8,182 211,389 91,486 76,352 167,838
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Table 3, - Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties, May, 1957,

X Shipped by rall to Eastern Seaboard Port.

By Truck By Water- Total
(Local Sales) Rail borne Shipments
COAST MILLS M ft.,b.m. M ft.b.m, M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m.
TO: Points in Canada:
Belitish ‘Columbidal .., . ...,k 58,459 2,789 2,348 63,596
Yukon and Northwest Territories .........c.s - - -
AVIEECER, Wero o) 0t - le ot ersrore-siosalosoras ofaa iRt L rofsoiorsie 2,744 KAXKXXXX 2,744
Saskatchewan ,..... b i, B ore i orens i L L TN, LS 1,546 XXXXXK 1,546
MBRINEODA 0 5008 oot (o 0 o 0ns olallile o 018 o FOPRRATORRRE 18 0 o/ mporuruns 1,718 XXXXXX 1,718
URIRHIETOF oxo it lli.c « 0.0 5 5o 0ToRbke (o 0 (arora s 2o A e & sTerensaens 7,871 - 7,871
QRIGIHEC) « oxoralahagers o o 515 shallarsisio/oalo o Sfo SRR LI AT xsks) & 2,790 - 2,790
NEEBHUNSWACIRE'S o sioneroloss oiorerola) ofirorelae o2 s ololills 3 aTe 555 - 555
NEVE ISCOELaE S8 i : o Kaloleia¥e o010 o TR LxaWo. o larafefeTomene o 341 - 341
Prince Edwalid Xsland! khii....ceeeele e ot spoiaios 28 - 28
NewEOUNMUATIN | 5.0l o foke s eioisinis oiafole o 578 o elascuobetsratelols 275 23
Totall for (Ganada, ... ... 58,459 20,657 2,348 81,464
Points in U.S.A.:
Pacific Ports ,....... I R g i e T 6,515 1,928 8,443
REIAOREE BOBEE © oo .cocorncancianobidttcoson oc 941 31,323 32,264
@eher podnEs, by radl .....%.s.oehsenasimosss 44,083 XXXXXX 44,083
HoGEII IO WG A . 0. 5o o or0i o reiniotslsissisprsiosisls s 51,539 33,251 84,790
RRSEE KHRPHOM o oo o6 v o0 » sperosTie caw® s ol cfeTi 8 516X 276 30, 880 31,156
BER el cCOUNTARIE 2. .0 oo v o aislolimpiols ois o 5 ihend 0.0 o X 55 39,244 39,299
Destination or carrier not specified ,....ceocecevoovcnsens ot BN o ke % 5 -
Total shipments reported ... ~ 58,459 T2, 527 105 728 236,709
Estimated shipments of
RO GEPOTREIRE IMLLS © 5ie . oueosjos o coisionm s s o e aiclois sis s sibie osleliin elssis oioie ot oo 5., 921,
Total shipments, reported and estimated ......cecevvimenecncannnn ceese 242,630
INTERIOR MILLS
TO: Points in Canada: i
British Columbia ........... 25,612 3,999 - 29,611
Yukon and Northwest Territories ..........s. - - -
AIbelEa . bd sees oo A o0 0890 0 "1,074 6,708 XXXXXX 7,782
Saskatchewsin ,......cc000ccae. Prenb okt s 6,456 XAXXXX 6,456
Manitoba ......... S 00 R e000E oo | 5 JoobE 67,355 EXXXXX 6,355
OREATAO . .civeii s en. o B ao0 oI G 80 5oD0 13,098 - 13,098
DEREG ...e0c00iicitmeibeai 500 00 o RCYO6 O d500 1,001 - 1,001
INEW, S BEUNSWACKS b6 s cicis B8 5 olftke ol vloie aiel Srafe¥e) s o s iB o 0xs) & - - -
NOVa SCOLTA v ioedaisaachaoass B0 B et 0 0 64 - 64
Prince Edward Island .......cecevvevevene see - - -
Newfoundland ........ccc0vvvancennncnn 40006 25 - 28
Total for Canada ....ccc.. 26,686 37,706 - 64,392
Points in U.S.A.:
BRCHLEIC POBER o 0. cioie claininisisrarersle ohajetersia s o aiore o 806 - 806
ABIANEIC POEES| “ore.e Fore sisrsrs slets oiaiofs srs ererore oh oxoye s 1,501 - 1,501
Other points, by rail Ceriresitaciiniiainnns 46,968 XXXXXX 46,968
AT for U S.K. ..o0ivvenivessvoncmmecns 49,275 - 49,275
UNHSEe dNRINTAG oo/« omsue ores c7o/s o000 T sJoie o ¢ ofs o8 oo - 30 30
GISE N c OUBETERE oyais o3 oo lolslels o oo M8 b ke o anelals 3.0 0K - 69 69
Destination or carrier not specified ............ o1l RORNAL sRe¥aXeY okohasspateiiololays). sxcpss -
Total shipments reported ... 26, = 86,981 .
Estimated shipments of !
BOERe POLEIRE WUITI 811 5100 cie o vie »i0is a5 0 ioks) s iatle. shaiens &l agsioka o¥ s aiakeioslB oia shs o e sipiataias 331975
Total shipments, reported and estimited ......oeeevevucseusneoncasaces 197,741
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Table 4, - Stocks of Lumber and Ties at Sawmills, May, 1957.

COAST MILLS INTERIOR MILLS

Species
Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total

MERC B m "M £t b.m, M™EEbAmSMEEEE D S MSEE Abna- M T
SOLD (but not shipped)

Douglllg) FAE o .sriererpasge 65,726 2,646 68,372 3,686 3,076 6,762
Hemllack |« ovie s o o/ ore e 67,891 2,734 70,625 1, 829 1,526 38355
BallSAmyFAE | oB: a6 oo ol - - - - - -
RediiGedar . . e sl dtre » 27,967 1,126 29,093 426 356 782
SIpEMCRIFT, T, NE. AN T 33997 161 4,158 iy B2 4,524 9,945
WHifEe=BIME |, . 5.8 i o 3,998 161 4,159 1,093 912 2,005
Ponderosa Pine ....... - - - 166 139 305
Lodgepole Pine .,..... - - - - - -
All other softwoods .. 50 25 e = . 5
Total, softwoods .. 169,629 6,830 176,459 12,621 10,533 23,154
RedSMlder:" . . 1557 Bl 5010 - - - - - -
MHEpIEN S7ory. V. Ll 30 1 3 - = 2
L3 ere e SR B - - - - - -
Cottonwood ...... Xaialaks - - - - - -
All other hardwoods .. - - = o 4 r
Total, hardwoods .. 30 i 31 - 4 .
Total, softwoods
and hardwoods .... 169,659 6,831 176,490 1256 2. 10,533 23,154
UNSOLD
Douglas Fir .......e.. 34,148 1,375 35,523 38,579 32,197 70,776
Hemllack J. o 0oee..h o 25,424 1,024 26,448 29 6,449 14,176
Balsiin PIE 8. .... 580 - - - 638 532 1,170
Redii@edar .... 5k 24,458 985 25,443 3,069 2,561 5,630
SPIUCE! Ligie srersrotors WAL ot 21558 102 2,655 92,242 76,983 169,225
whiftep Pine' ;.. . L0, 1,851 75 1,926 4,014 3,350 7,364
Ponderosa Pine ....... 340 ‘14 354 10,589 8, 837 19,426
Lodgepole Pine ....... - - - 4,905 4,094 8,999
All other softwoods .. 59 2 61 2,466 2,058 4,524
Total, softwoods .. 88,833 IR 92,410 164,229 137,061 301,290
Redt Alder ,.J5: o Y exelays (o - - - 5 - i
MAPIEN . sk « 5 90 B sraraers 12 - 12 - = 2
Blgéhradw : s s v e - - - 2 2 4
CotEORWOO0d 5o+ 8ve o oo 17 ] 18 168 140 308
All other hardwoods .. 3 - 3 Lo - -
Total, hardwoods .. 32 1 33 170 142 Splp
Total, softwoods
and hardwoods .... 88,865 3,578 92,443 164,399 137,203 301,602

SOLD AND UNSOLD ...... 258,524 10,409 268,933 177,020 147,736 324,756
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Table 5, - Distribution of Orders on Hand at End of May, 1957 and

Lumber Purchased from Other Mills (Coast Mills Only)

May April
1956 1957 1956 1957
M ft. M ft. M fta MUSEER
ORDERS ON HAND
For shipments to points in British
Colu. .la
T I S A S - 27,528 23,086 28,799 24,071
Coastwise aad Interior ...... 4,215 4,680 4,822 4,029
ol e T RS S 31,743 27,766 33N621 28,100
For shipments by rail to:
Prairie Provinces ........... 11, 846 8,271 14,857 9,887
Eastern ProvinCes .....e....0 22,906 13,553 22,018 14,839
United States of America .... 48,634 47,176 55,487 57,085
gL ES TS & O IR0 O D OTI0 G 83,386 69,000 923362 81,811
For waterborne shipments to:
EANISEORTTE L o ol o JelPsio e oo o e 55 2,380 925 2,191 925
UESISACTanEAC) POEES: oot - v otsie 34,738 17,177 35,605 37,688
Eastern Markets .......cccc0e 2,539 1,300 11,930 -
Exports Markets ......c.oceae 145,371 140,755 155,129 150, 801
WAL Sk R esneeceim e 185,028 160,157 204,855 189,414
TOTAL ORDERS ON HAND ¢..v.v0vsveae 300,157 256,923 330,838 299,325
LUMBER PURCHASED FROM
OHERAMILES | SRM-¥]  «1s )« 15 s s[s]e 6,104 10,280 6,128 6,359

Table 6, - Number of Active Mills Reporting May, 1957

May April
1956 1957 1956 1957
COoalE. s . ereeo olene oTe ano R Ne  oxeRerstoreXe erenNO)s 88 85 87 86
INEGION & /e o eie/siaiese drarsole elsislelere ois oM Ole 242 243 205 190
Total, British Columbia ..... No. 330 328 292 276

A few returns received after compilations were closed have been omitted.
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