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STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS 
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

DECEMBER 1963 

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 500,003 M bd. 
ft. in December 1963 as compared with 508,824 M bd. ft. in November 1963. Shipments 
decreased in December 1963 to 457,940 M bd. ft. from 480,261 in November 1963. 
Stocks on hand increased from 742,562 M bd. ft. in November 1963 to 780,446 H bd. 
ft. in December 1963. 

Table 1 gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of 
sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills, while Table 2 gives par-
ticulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and Interior mills separate- 

5 	ly. Details of lumber and tie shipments by method of transport are given in 
Table 3, while Table 4 shows particulars of stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills. 
It should be noted that some lumber originally reported as having been shipped to 
points within British Columbia by some operators may also be reported as having 
been shipped by other operators, who, in addition to sawing lumber, also purchase 
or have lumber sawn by contract for them. This, of course, would result in some 
duplication. 

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand for Coast mills only, and 
also includes lumber purchases and some details of destination and method of 
transport. 

Table 6 gives the number of mills reporting each month for the Coast and the 
Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for December accounted for 83.3 
p.c. of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1961 compared 
with 79.9 p.c. for December of the previous year. It is to be hoped that the compi-
lation will eventually include all mills in the 500,000 feet and over classifi-
cation. 

The co-operation of the British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers' Association, 
Interior Lumber Manufacturers' Association and Northern Interior Lumbermen's 
Association in the collection of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged. 

Industry Division 

February 1964 
6513-508 

RoGrit DUHAMEL. Y.R.S.C., Queens Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa 
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TABLE 1. Comparative Summary of Production, Shipments and Stocks of Lumber and Ties 
of British Columbia Sawmills 

December 	November 	12 months 
Species 

1962r 1963 1962 1963 1962r 1963 

M ft.b.m. 
Production: 

Douglas 	Fir 	.......... 148 , 408  155,928 183,690 17,462 2,264,987 2,214,378 

Hemlock 	.............. 132 , 949  134,603 136,179 144,668 1,500,786 1,704,783 

Balsam 	Fir 	........... 5 , 287  6,051 5,175 6,800 61,403 62,453 

Red 	Cedar 	............ 48 ,9 7 9 48,286 57,296 54,195 647,138 679,086 

Spruce 	............... 95 , 728  123,924 93,032 i0',03 1,460,113 1,620,262 

White 	Pine 	........... 2 , 001  6,605 6,161 6202 77,686 82,698 

Ponderosa Pine 	....... 1,4 2 0 2,034 2,059 1,786 30,046 28,775 

Lodgepole Pine 	....... 8,94 2  13,739 7,111 10,085 109,298 153,278 

Tamarack or Larch .... 4,724 6,613 8,362 7,216 87,340 81,242 

All other softwoods .. 3,871 1,960 3,699 2,128 26,348 29,148 

Total softwoods .... 452,309 499,743 502,764 508,577 6,265,145 6,656,103 

Red Alder 	............ 105 156 112 133 1,965 1,270 

Maple 	................ 190 80 273 95 2,590 2,295 

Birch 	................ 24 2 28 2 385 206 
Cottonwood 	........... 20 22 32 17 380 555 

All other hardwoods - - - - - 43 
Total hardwoods 339 260 445 _247 5,320 4,369 
Total production 452,648 500,003 503,209 508,24 6,270,465 6,660,472 

Shipments: 
To: 	Points in Canada 88,637 138,913 105,150 128,366 1,491,884 1,697,775 

Points in U.S.A. 	.. 179,524 161,005 164 3 230 171 $ 48 2,454,299 2,620,123 
United Kingdom .... 51,364 47,625 40,074 44,289 453,638 486,284 
Other Countries 43,344 51,446 45,359 65,712 468,654 684,074 

Shipments reported 362,869 398,989 354,813 409,915 4,868,475 5,488,256 
Estimated shipments of 
non-reporting mills 52,624 58,951 65,311 70,346. 867,841 958,513 

Total shipments .. 415,493 457,940 420,124 480,261 5,736,316 6,446,769 
December November 

1963 1962 1963 
M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. 

Stocks on hand: 
Douglas 	Fir 	..................... 243,466 202,088 238,760 200,526 

Hemlock 	......................... 219,507 188,315 226,121 184,203 
Balsam 	Fir 	...................... 5,119 8,646 5,104 7,570 
Red 	Cedar 	....................... 78,365 72,963 79,236 68,931 
Spruce 	.......................... 240,697 253,319 231,940 225,799 
White 	Pine 	...................... 15,498 13,332 17,393 22,904 
Ponderosa 	Pine 	.................. 7,116 8,494 5,163 7,805 
Lodgepole 	Pine 	.................. 9,899 14,443 6,916 12 0 410 
Tamarack or Larch 	............... 10,111 12,914 9,070 6,187 
All 	other 	soitwoods 	............. 7,876 5,521 7,029 5,655 

Total 	softwoods 	............... 837,654 780,035 826,732 741,990 
Red 	Alder 	....................... 51 109 87 45 
Maple 	........................... 230 31 233 86 • Birch 	........................... 28 27 38 52 
Cottonwood 	...................... 210 244 211 389 
All 	other hardwoods 	............. - - - 

Total hardwoods 	............... 519 411 569 572 
Total 	stocks 	.................. 838,173 780,446 827,301 742,562 
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TABLE 2. Lumber and Ties Sawn, December 1963 

Coast mills 	Interior mills 
Species 	

Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total 

N ft.b.m. 

Lumber: 

Douglas 	Fir 	.......... 72,922 1,489 74,411 49,696 31,554 81,250 
Hemlock 	.............. 124,950 2,583 127,533 4,494 2,576 7,070 
Balsam Fir 	........... 2,794 193 2,987 2,130 932 3,062 
Red 	Cedar 	............ 42,795 462 43,257 3,681 1,348 5,029 
Spruce 	............... 5,382 2,927 8,309 84,268 31,347 115,615 
White 	Pine 	........... 749 42 791 4,101 1,11 5,812 
Ponderosa Pine - - - 1,367 546 1,913 
Lodgepole Pine - - - 10,653 3,055 13,708 
Tamarack or Larch - 3 3 3,958 2,633 6,591 
All otherlsoftwoods 1,663 28 1,691 255 14 269 

Total, softwoods 
. 

251,255 7,727 258,982 164,603 75,716 240,319 
Red Alder 	............ 150 6 15k 1  - - - 

Maple 	................ 54 26 80 - - - 

Birch 	................ - 1 1 - 1 1 
Cottonwood - - - 1 21 22 
All other hardwoods - - - - - - 

Total, hardwoods 204 33 237 1 22 23 
Total, softwoods and 

hardwoods 251,459 7,760 259,219 164,604 75,738 240,342 

Ties: 

Douglas Fir 	- 	- - 	 121 146 267 
Hemlock 	.............. - 	- - - 

Balsam Fir 	- 	- - 	 - 2 2 
Red Cedar 	- 	- - 	 - - - 

Spruce 	............... - 	- - 	 - - - 

White Pine 	- 	- - 	 - 2 2 
Ponderosa Pine 	- 	- - 	 100 21 121 
Lodgepole Pine 	- 	- - 	 - 31 31 
Tamarack or Larch 	- 	- - 	 - 19 19 
All other softwoods 	- 	- - 	 - - - 

Total, softwoods 	- 	- - 	 221 221 442 
Red Alder 	- 	- - 	 - - - 

Maple ................ - 	 - - 	 - - - 

Birch ................ - 	 - - 	 - - - 

Cottonwood 	- 	- - - - 

All other hardwoods 	- 	- - 	 - - - 

Total, hardwoods 	- 	- - 	 - - 

Total, softwoods and 
hardwoods 	- 	- - 	 221 221 442 

Fj 
Lumber and ties ........ 251,459 	7,760 	259,219 	l6L,825 	75,959 	20,784 
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TABLE 3. Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties, December 1963 

By truck and By Water- Total 
local sales rail borne shipments 

M ft.b.m. 
Coast mills 

To: 	Points in Canada: 
British Columbia 	............... 40,878 596 5,781 47,255 
Yukon and Northwest Territories - - - - 

Alberta 	........................ 24 1,446 - 1 9 470 
Saskatchewan 	................... - 366 - 366 
Manitoba 	....................... - 828 - 828 
Ontario 	........................ - 3,781 - 3,781 
Quebec 	......................... - 2,062 - 2,062 
New 	Brunswick 	.................. - 32 - 32 
Nova 	Scotia 	.................... - 29 - 29 
Prince Edward Island - 5 - 5 
Newfoundland 	................... - 181 - 181 

Total 	for Canada 	............. 40,902 9026 5,781 56,009 
Points in U.S.A.: 

Pacific 	Ports 	.................. 364 1,299 2,424 4,087 
Atlantic 	Ports 	................. ... 1,093 54,505 55,598 
Other 	points 	................... 594 26,590 - 27,184 

Total 	for U.S.A . 	............. 958 28,982 56,929 86 1 869 
United Kingdom 	................. ... - 46,819 46,819 
Other 	countries 	................ ... - 51,269 51,269 

S 	Destination or 	carrier not 	specified 	................................... - 

Total shipments reported 	............ 41,860 38,308 160,798 240,966 
Estimated shipments of non-reporting mills ............................. 5,572 
Total shipments, reported and estimated .............................. 246,538 

Interior mills 
To: 	Points in Canada: 

British Columbia 	............... 49,756 6,022 - 55,778 
Yukon and Northwest Territories 10 - - 10 
Alberta 	........................ 4,940 4,747 ... 9,687 
Saskatchewan 	................... 1,497 2,716 ... 4,213 
Manitoba 	....................... 394 3,227 ... 3,621 
Ontario 	........................ - 7,877 - 7,877 
Quebec 	......................... - 1,718 - 1,718 
New 	Brunswick 	.................. - - 

NovaScotia 	.................... - - - - 

Prince Edward Is land - - - - 

Newfoundland 	................... - - - 

Total 	for Canada 	............. 56,597 26,307 - 82,904 
Points in U.S.A.: 

Pacific 	Ports 	.................. 6 647 - 653 
Atlantic 	Ports 	................. ... 3,567 - 3,567 
Other 	points 	................... 1,553 68,363 - 69,916 

Total 	for U.S.A . 	............. 1,559 72,577 - 74,136 
United Kingdom 	................. 757(1) 49 806 
Other 	countries 	................ - 177 177 

Destination or 	carrier 	not 	specified 	................................... - 

Total shipments reported 	............ 58,156 99,641 226 158,023 
Estimated shipments of non-reporting mills ............................. 53,379 
Total shipments, reported and estimated .............................. 211,402 

(1) Shipped by rail to Eastern Seaboard Port. 
Figures not appropriate or not applicable. 



TABLE 4. Stocks of Lumber and Ties at Sawmills, December 31, 1963 

Species 
Coast mills 

Reported Estimated Total 

Interior mills 

Reported Estimated Total 

M ft.b.m. 

Sold (but not shiDDed): 

Douglas 	Fir 	.......... 65,448 499 65,947 8,173 3,550 11,723 
Hemlock 	.............. 119,436 913 120,349 1,296 52 1,828 
Balsam Fir 	........... 1,428 11 1,439 153 63 216 
Red 	Cedar 	............ 41,010 313 41,323 1,477 606 2,083 
Spruce 	............... 3,745 29 3,774 10,551 4,778 L, 
White 	Pine 	........... 1,322 10 1,332 1,924 790 2,714 
Ponderosa Pine - - 491 202 693 
Lodgepole Pine - - - 380 184 564 
Tamarack or Larch .... - - - - - - 

All other softwoods .. 3,908 30 3,938 - - - 

Total, 	softwoods ... 236,297 1,805 238,102 24,445 10,705 35,150 
Red Alder 	............ - - - - - - 

Maple 	................ - - - - - - 

Birch 	................ - - - - - - 

Cottonwood - - - - - 

All other hardwoods  
Total, hardwoods  
Total, softwoods and 

hardwoods ... 236,297 1,805 238,102 24,445 10,705 35,150 

Unsold: 

Douglas 	Fir 	.......... 43,252 2,912 46,164 54,267 23,987 78,254 
Hemlock 	.............. 45,634 3,071 48,705 11,872 5,561 17,433 
Balsam Fir 	........... 1,174 79 1,253 3,948 1,790 5,738 
Red 	Cedar 	. ........... 15,834 1,066 16,900 8,710 3,947 12,651 
Spruce 	............... 4,112 277 4,389 155,977 73,850 229,827 
White 	Pine 	........... 1,795 121 1,916 5,225 2,145 7,370 
Ponderosa Pine - - - 5,530 2,271 7,801 
Lodgepole Pine - - - 9,378 4,501 1,C7? 
Tamarack or Larch .... - - - 9,155 3,759 12,914 
All other softwoods .. 1,461 98 1,559 17 7 24 

Total, 	softwoods ... 113,262 7,624 120,886 264,079 121,818 385,897 
Red 	Alder 	............ 102 7 109 - - - 

Maple 	................ 29 2 31 - - - 

Birch 	................ 25 2 27 - - - 

Cottonwood 	........... - - - 173 71 244 
All other hardwoods  

Total, hardwoods ... 156 11 167 173 71 244 
Total, softwoods and 

hardwoods ... 113,418 7,635 121,053 264,252 121,889 386,141 

Sold and unsold ........ 349,715 	9,440 	359,155 	288,697 	132,594 421,291 
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S TABLE 5. Comparative Summary of Distribution of Orders on Hand and Lumber Purchased 
by Coast Mills from Other Mills 

December November 

1962 1963 1962 1963 

M ft.b.ui. 
Orders on hand 

For shipments to points in 
British Columbia: 

Local 	......................... 15,054 24,168 18,094 15,053 
Coastwise and interior ........ 25,316 6,847 8,742 5,813 

Totals 	...................... 40,370 31,015 26,836 20,866 

For shipments by rail to: 

Prairie Provinces 	............. 6,591 5,184 4,357 4,438 
Eastern Provinces 	............. 8,481 10,899 8,641 10,045 
United States of America 50,438 50,229 50,912 45,585 

Totals 	...................... 65,510 66,312 63,910 60,068 

5 For Waterborne shipments to: 

California 	.................... 1,300 2,700 2,530 1,869 
U.S. 	Atlantic Ports 	........ 222,419 192,594 135,458 159,872 
Eastern Markets 	............... 13,832 4,575 - - 

Export Markets 	................ 231,381 345,080 255,130 350,960 

Totals 	...................... 468,932 544,949 393,118 512,701 

Total orders on hand 574,812 642,276 483,864 593,635 

Lumber purchased from other mills 1,991 1,389 1,898 1,873 

TABLE 6. Number of Mills Reporting 

December 1962 December 1963 

Active Inactive Total 	Active 	Inactive 	Total 

Coast 	....................66 14 80 	63 12 75 

Interior 	.................192 141 333 	236 103 339 

5 Totals 	.................258 155 413 	299 115 414 

Note: A few returns received after compilations were closed have been omitted. 
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