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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS

IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

January, 1948

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 216,201 M ft.
in January, 1948, as compared with 182,663 M ft in January, 1947, an increase of
18.4 p.c. over the previous year and an increase of 16.2 p.c. over the previous
month. Production of Coast mills, which account for 79.2 p.c. of the total, showed
an increase of 12.9 p.c. over January, 1947, and the Interior mills, which produced
the remaining 20.8 p.c., showed an increase of 45.2 p.c. Shipments in January, 1948
totalled 204,461 M ft., as compared with 182,086 M ft. the previous year, an increase
of 12.3 p.c., with Coast mills registering an increase of 9.4 p.c., and Interior mills
an increase of 22.6 p.c. Total shipments for January decreased by 1.5 p.c. over the
December figure of 207,611 M ft. Stocks on hand at the end of January, 1948 amounted
to 248,406 M ft., as compared with 239,943 M ft. the previous year and 214,403 M ft.
at the end of December. Coast mills reported stocks totalling 168,209 M ft., while
Interior mills showed 80,197 M ft.

Table 1 gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of
sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for January, 1948 and
January and December, 1947. Details by species are given for production and stocks,
while shipments are shown by destination. Total production increased from 182,663
M ft. in January, 1947 to 186,095 M ft. in December and to 216,201 M ft. in January,
1948. Shipments totalled 204,461 M ft, in January of this year, 182,086 M ft. in
January of the previous year and 207,611 M ft. in December. Stocks on hand at saw-
mills decreased from 239,943 M ft. in January, 1947 to 214,403 M {t. in December,
but increased to 248,406 M ft. in January, 1948.

Eipuctigh

Table 2 give particulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and
Interior mills separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and
ties, by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills armounted to 160,656
M ft. in January, as compared with 41,260 M ft., reported by Interior mills. Sawn
tie production of Coast mills was 10,670 M ft. in January, as compared with 3,615
M ft. for Interior mills. Coast mills accounted for 79.2 p.c. of the total production
of sawn lumber and ties in January, 1948, as compared with 83.1 p.c. in January,
1947 and 79.0 p.c. in December.
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Shipments

Tablz 3 gives details of 'umber and tie shizmoeanis, oy vonths, for Const mills
and Interior miils sepavately. Shipments by truck, by rail and waterborne are shown
for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to the United Kingdom and
to other countries, for all mills reporting. Total estimated shipments of non-report-
ing mills are also given. It is to be noted, however, that some lumber originally
reported as having been shipped to points in British Columbia may have been reship =
ped to other provinces or exported by the purchasers and reported by them also,
thereby causing a certain amount of duplication,

Shipments of Coast miils amounted to 155,524 M ft. in January, 1948 as com-
pared with 142,181 M it, in the corresponding month of the previous year and 166.819
in December, while the Interior mills shipped 48,937 M ft., 39,905 M f{t. and 40,792V ft.
during the corresponding months, Of all shipments actually reported for January,
43,1 p.c. went to points in Canada, 23,4 p.c. to points in the United States, 27.1 p.c.
to the United Kingdom, and 5.8 p.c. to other countries. Shipments to unspecified
destinations accounted for the remainder (0.6 p.c.). Waterborne shipments accounted
for 34.6 p.c. of the total, while 46.7 p.c. went by rail, about 18.1 p.c. by truck and
0.6 p.c. by unspecified carriers.

Stocks

e ot bttt i .

Table 4 gives particulars of stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills, by months.
ft distinguishes between stocks sold but not shipped and stocks unsold, and between
stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species, Total stocks at Coast mills in
January of this year amounted to 168,209 M ft., as compared with 181,447 M ft. in
January, 1947, and 150,101 M ft. in December, Interior mills stocks increased from
58,496 M ft. in January, 1947 to 64,302 M ft. in December and to 80,197 M {t, in
January, 1948. Unsold stocks accounted for approximately 32.9 p.c. of the total in
January, 1948, as compared with 26.3 p.c. in January, 1947 and 33.3 p.c. in December
for Coast mills, while for the Interior mills the percentages were respectively, 80,0,
65.3 and 80.4,

Orders an Hand_

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand at the end of the months of
January and December, 1947 and January, 1948, for Coast mills only. Similar infor-
mation is not<ollected from Interior mills and no attempt has been made to estimate
orders on hand of non-reporting mills on the Coast., Destination and mode of ship-
ments are shown in this table, which also gives total lumber purchases reported by
some mills. Total orders on hand at the end of Jannary, 1948, amounted to 533,163
M ft., as compared with 475,056 M ft. in January and 480,600 M ft. in December,
1947. Purchases of lumber from other mills amounted to 4,335 M ft. in January,
1948, 6,671 M ft. in January, 1947, and 7,900 M ft. in December,

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the number of active mills reporting each month, for the Coast
and Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for January accounted for
87.7 p.c. ot the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1945, and
the percentages for January and December, 1947 were 91.6 p.c. and 87.8 p.c.,
respectively. It is hoped that the compilation will eventually include all mills in
the 500,000 feet and over classification, '

The co-operation of the British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers' Association,
Western Lumber Manufacturers' Association of Canada, Interior Lumber Manufac-
turers' Association and Northern Interior Lumbermen's Association in the collection
of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged,
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Table 1. - Comparative Summary of Production, Shipmemts and Stocks of Lumber and Ties

of British Columbia Sawmills, January, 1948.

PRODUCTION
Douglas Fir Gess00s0s00ssss oo
HomloCk ececececccocescososccnnccs
Balsam FiPr ececevcocccsccnscccnsce
Red Oedar Geesevecssestecsstnees
SPruce secscecsccscecascccsscnane
White Pine eeevesesscvcscesscccee
Ponderosa Pine sccecccscsccsssese
Lodgepole Pine sesecescevescccnes
All other softwoods ceeecesccaces

Total SoftwoodS eeecescccoscanse

Rod Alder cecesccesccosscecsnssens
Maple $esesssescssssensessesatsee

Birch R XX E I I B BB A B B B B B RN R
Cottonwood seeessacessscesscaces
All other hardwoods ceeseacsascse

Total h&rdWOOdS esseesssessne e
Total softwoods and hardwoods.

SHIPMENTS
To: Points in Canada esesccecses
Points in U.S.A: eevecvveses
United Kingdom ececoevecece.
Other countries ecccscesccncs
Destination not spscified ..

Total shipments reported «....

Estimate of shipments of
non—reporting mills secsos e,
Total shipments

reported and sstimated ....

STOCKS CN HAND

Douglas Fir es000assessecssscnse
}Iemlock R O RN I BN B R B N NN U B A A
Balsam Fir escececececceccscocccsns
Reﬂ_ C“"ﬂr 9 eastesrsoveacsvvetee
sru“ R I I B R I R I I B

ite Pine O % 9 20 B PV s IR BN
Ponderosa Pine eseeseceseccccases
LOdgepOIS Pine essescocvecoscace
All other s80ftwo0d8 secevecccsee

Total sOftWOoOdS sevecscvsosccs
Red Alder @9 AT ST T IS et

Maple S0 00 B0 PP PN ECOPIPOEEERESETDNDN

Birch ccecssccsvcccssnccccsecscas

Cottonwood eeeveessscsssscnsssens
All other hardwoods seeeececsces
Total hardwoods «cceesesscccoss

Total softwoods and hardwoods.

1948 1947
January Jamary De cember
M ft. bom. Mft. bem. M ft.b-m-
105,330 97,186 95, 749
49,420 40,578 42,863
1,204 983 1,408
20,124 20,951 22,281
23,195 15,204 14,169
7,528 1,011 1,977
1,956 1,208 1,698
ST 417 401
5,541 3,895 4,335
214,824 181,433 184,878
525 331 391
294 221 320
78 57 75
482 621 429
WS 1,230 1,20¢
216,201 182,663 186,095
78,227 63,258 74,291
42,470 26,675 33,586
49,0689 40,709 57,988
10,577 35,907 21,323
062 548 1,239
181, 395 167,092 188,427
23,066 14,994 19,184
204,461 182,086 207,614
31 January,1948 31 January,1947 31 December, 1947
Mft, M ft. M ft.
109, 168 L5 624 100,912
48,720 50,885 39,222
1,601 1,482 1,597
21,539 22,042 22,579
42,546 29,303 29,8569
7,596 9,550 5,788
7,563 4,737 7,549
1,133 628 996
T 27 4,362 4,497
246,983 238,614 212,997
AT 345 335
282 233 320
8e 108 82
676 643 €69
1,423 1,329 1,406
248,406 239,943 214,403
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Table 2. = Lumber and Ties Sawn

January, 1948

CCAST MILLS INTERIOR MILLS
Species ) .
Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.bem. M ft.bem.
Lumber
Douglas Fir ccecvesose 82,220 4,061 86,281 (S 21 S 3,641 9,934
Hemlock sesveesvcoces 43,810 903 44,713 1,684 311 1,995
Balsam Fir .eccecsces e 120 397 374 417 A
Red Cedar ..eeacsacse 17,931 842 18,773 573 322 895
Spruce eeceeveeccsecs 1,785 379 2,164 12,382 8,528 20,910
White Pine eececeoose 6,653 40 6,693 574 261 835
Ponderosa Pine secess - 3 3 1,044 896 1,940
Lodgepole Pine .seeaee - 3 3 133 238 371
All other sof twoods . 335 2 SO 1,566 1,950 3 aoults
Total,sof twoods ... 163,011 6,353 159, 364 24,622 16,564 41,186
Red Aldel‘ esnsssevisa 357 188 525 L = -
Maple sessessevcsenes 166 128 294 = = =
Birch IR RN ) 50 56 ) ) 10
Cottormood cescccornss 147 27 418 1 63 64
All other hardwoods . - - = - - -
Total, hardwoods .. 655 637 1,292 6 68 74
Total, sof'twoods and
hardwoods ... 153,666 6,990 160,656 24,628 16,632 41,260
Ties
Douglas Fir .ecceccecs G2 704 7,431 W 913 1,684
Hemlock eccecceocsnseves 2,578 78 2,654 8 50 58
BalBam Fir esseencesense =i = = = 16 16
Red Cedar esss ces e - 465 465 = 1 1
Spruce esossesn s souns - 62 62 = 59 &9
White Pine eseeseseven = = - - I =
Ponderosa Pine «ce.ees - - - - 12 w2
Lodgepole Pine s s 00 3 - : - = 143 143
All other softwoods .. 25 33 58 1,282 349 1,631
Total, softwoods ... 9,330 1,340 10,670 2,061 1,543 3,604
Red Alder «ecceecccoscos = o = - = -
hple sse e s e ssse 0 senaw - = - .’ - g
Birch tesecssevsevens o - — = = 11 11
COttOYlWOOd eece s ev s s e - - b 'y
All other hardwoods .. = - - - -
Total, hardwoods ... = — 1 & 12 13
Total, softwoods and
hardwoods ... 9,330 1,340 10,8670 2,061 1,554 3,615

Lumber and Ties «eee... 162,996 8,330 171, 326 26,689 18,186 44,875
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Table 3. = Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties

January, 1948

By Truck

(Local Sales)

By Rail

Total

Waterborne JShipments

TOs

Mft.bem,
COAST MILLS

Points in Canadas

British Columbia eceoevecccnconcan 29,100

Alberta cceecsescesossccccrssrvecscssssnssoseses
SaskatchoWan cccesvesscocecrsessosscssnssssnnse
Manitoba eesscsccosccsescosccccscscoccscssccnnes
ONtario cceesevecrvesssscrsosscecnsccnnsesscsnncee
Queboc € e P BPIP D EONS ISP POORNRPEEBEIRERNODEES
Now BrunswicCk ceccscocsecosescosesencssscocesnses
Nova ScOfia sececcscosscscccconcsvssscscscscscnse
Prince Edward Island cecesecescecsconsosssscans

M ftebeme.

4,724
2,055
1,210
3,118
10,613
3,403
604
549
136

M ft. b.m.

504
XXXXXX
XXX XXX
XXXXXX

M ft.boms

34,328
2,085
1,210
3,113

10,613
3,403

604
49
135

Total for Canada esscseveensece 29,100

26,406

56,010

Points in U.S.A.:
Pacific POrts .ccecscccescccecssccrcvosccsccesso
Atlantic Ports .cccceveccecovevsccsoncsccosccns

Other points. by rail cevescccncscesccoccsccane
Total for U.S.A.

LR NI R B R R B B B B B B B

Uni ted Kingdom e00e0s0eseosrtstensvressocsconnnse X
Other countri®s scecececocsscorsssvesccscssscnes X
Dagtination or carrier not specified .cecvececovscerssscsscscessnccccsnsse

398
287
26,793
27,478
738
208

1,880
2,281
EXXXXX
4,161
47,799
10,315

23278
2,568
26,793
31,639
48,537
10,623
1,052

Total shipments repor ted 29,100

evsense

54,830

62,779

147 961

Bstimated shipments of
non-reporting ME11l8 eeevccvescecesacsvcccosvcenvosnssnscoonenscnsesosnscee
Total Shig@gnts, rngrted and e5timatad .eceeeccscvvsescsessscsccncvaces

TO:

INTERIOR MILLS
Points in Canada:
British Columbia esceeesccencttcnre 3,689
Alberta ts e sevevsetensstsneRRtsee 47
SaskatchOWaAN cececcocoscsvosssosnerasssonsnsesse

Manitoba 800 080028000 PR2VREOORLISIEPLTLESEROEBEENINOSEDS
ontario PRSP EPESRBONO PP OSBRI NP OOGNONOEBEOIERNRES
%bec 5 640 S0P APSEREN BEESOSPOLRORIROEROSOROELEBOIEDSN

New BrunmswicCk ccessscsescscessvcccsasscocencsce
Nova Scotia ccevescecsoscrscvececncscnrscascennss
Prince Edward Island ececvecensoscvsseoscsosancens

3,505
2,444
2,307
2,734
6,719

722

27
23

-
XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

7,763

155,524

7,194
2,491
2,307
2,734
6,719
722
27

23

Total for Canada cccsvcococcace 3;1;6

18.481

22,000

Points in U.S.A.

Pacific Ports LG R R B I R B B B B BB IR B Y A BN

Atl&ntic Porta S 0 0 0 08 S8 BB BTSN Ne

Other Oints. by rail R R R I e
Tota fOr UsSeAe vecevcossencsossossssvscrsns

UnitOd Kingdom sessceesvsessesvssscsncncsccsssase X

Other countrie@8 .cccceccescovscsccacsascssossscnse

X

498
172
10, 161
10,831
532

54

XXXXXX

Destination or carrier not specified C e P eI RNETIIRETPTOGsOIRROREISRIROIROERRS

Estimated shipments of

498
192
10,161
10,831
532

54

e e

Total shipments reported ........ 3,736

29,898

33,634

non-reporting mills ..

CE R BB RS OO NEBOD IO P PSRBT RPN OO R OO

Total shipments, reported and ostimated ceveccecccecersrcscccseconncsccs

15,803

x Shipped by rail to Eastern Seaboard Port.
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Table 4., = Stocks of Lumber and lies at Sawmills

January, 1948.

COAST MILLS INTERIOR MILLS
Speciss
Reported  Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
Mft.b.me M fti.bom. M ft.bome M ftebeme M fteobom. M fteboeme

8OLD (but not shipped)
Douglas Fir «coessces 62,455 3,139 65,594 1,594 1,632 3. 10D
Hemlodk «cccvccoscncas 26,343 645 26,988 931 129 1,060
Balsam Fir .cccesecso 114 78 193 6 1565 161
Red Cedar v.ccscoeseo 14,253 861 16,114 681 115 796
Spruce .ecceccccecnscs 1,384 2390 1,674 3,775 3,077 6,852
White Pine cevvoscacs 2,044 27 2,071 360 93 1,053
?Onderose. Pim coea0w o 2 2 1,225 326 1,551
Lodgepole Pine c..aee e 2 2 7 137 144
All other softwoods . 371 23 354 183 824 1,007
Total, softwoods .. 106,964 5,068 112,032 9,362 6,488 15,850
Red Alder cceesscecosc 176 124 300 = = =
Maple cseasess el e 146 84 230 = S =
Birch scpeeneessNdOes 10 33 43 b 6 6
cot‘bomood sseevcoma0 96 179 275 200 22 222
All other hardwoods . = = = = = =
Total, hardwoods .. 428 420 848 200 28 228

Total, softwoods and
hardwoods .. 107,392 5.488 112,880 9,562 6,516 16,078

UNSOLD

Douglas Pir ccccvoeeo 26,401 1,539 27,940 85891 6,507 12,398
HemloCck ececcecsceson 18,536 316 18,852 1,305 515 1.820
Balsam Fir .cseccscoco 86 39 126 504 618 1,122
Red Cedar c.cceseevso 4,269 422 4,691 478 460 938
Spruce c.ceccsccescio 183 142 325 21,427 12,268 33,695
White Pine «.shssibes | [2,486 13 2,499 1,600 373 1,973
Ponderosa Pine ..eeeo ol i 1 4,710 1’299 6.009
Lodgepole Pin® ceceeo - il 1 440 546 986
All other softwoods . €50 i 661 1, ¥79 3,286 5,065
Total, softwoods .. 52,611 2,484 556,095 38,134 25,872 64,006
Red Alder CRCR IR A I O ) 16 61 77 b - =
mple e s 8PP EON IO IBOOD 11 41 52 - — 4
BATCR o o0 oini0i0 0 5%is% o o} - 16 16 - 23 23
Cottonwood escocvesecoe i 88 89 -~ 90 90
All other hardwoods . - - - - & -
Total,hardwoods ... 28 206 234 - 113 ([

Total, sof twoods and
hardwoods eeo 62, 659 2,690 55,329 38,134 25,985 64,119
Sold and Unsold e..co 160,031 o L 188,209 47,696 32,501 80,197

o
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Table 5. -~ Distribution of Crders on Hand at End of January, 1948, and Lumber
Purchased from Cther Mills During Those Months (Coast Mills Only)

Month endings-

1948 1947
31 January 31 January 31 December

M ft. b.m. Mft. bome M £t. béme

CRDERS ON HAND

For shipment to pointe in British Columbia

Local G 6 8 68 2 85809606600 RE RS SN TS RSEEas e 29'172 33,330 25’337
coas t‘wiae and inwrior LRC IR BB R B I - B I B 8’ 465 9’090 8’604
BABHEON | o ¢ o0 s 61000 0isis sisisisinisc s s o sia e siaiaiaiaals 37,637J 42,420 33,941

For shipment by rail to:

Prairie Provinces .c.sececsccascrscccse 19,656 27,023 17,170
Eastern Provinces P60 S SABPEOGEESEE 0 be o 40'287 25.526 37’ 149
United States of America ceeececsscesvee 45,949 25,948 40,777

Total * 8 0 e @0 OO EASP SN CE RSSO Es NS 105'892 78"91 95.096

For waterborne shipment to ¢

California R RN N RN N R RN I A A I A AN 300 - b
Uos. Atlantic Ports eteessensssesecesoe 6,382 - 1.460
Bastern Canada seseccsccssscocccsaccasns 330 3,330 -
Export Markete coecesscccessccscssescas 382,622 350,809 350,103
Tota)l ceesseessocsscssossnncacassesoe 389,634 35‘.1‘9 351.563
TOTAL ORDERS ON HAND ..oeecsccoscoancss 533,163 475,058 480,600
1948 1947

January January December

M ft.b.m.
LUMBER PURCHASED FROM OTHER MILLS 4,335 6,671 7,900

Table 6. - Number of Active Mills Reporting, January 1948.

1948 1947
January January December
No. No. ﬁa;
(ETAE. o oxa10 ¢ 61010101910 0 00 ¢ 00 0998100 008 eses ele alare 111 93 116
INEErior scccccccassscocssssccssssscsncos 120 83 102
Total, British Columbia «ceessecconcoes 231 176 218

A few returns received after compilations were closed have been omitted,
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