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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

February, 1948

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 210,468 M ft.
in February, 1948, as compared with 189,312 M ft. in February, 1947, an increase of
11.2 p.c. over the previous year but a decrease of 2.7 p.c. over the previous month.
Production of Coast mills, which account for 79.8 p.c. of the total, showed an increase
of 9.0 p.c. over the same month the previous year, and the Interior mills, which pro-
duced the remaining 20.2 p.c., showed an increase of 20.7 p.c. Shipments in February.
1948 totalled 214,183 M ft., as compared with 193,325 M ft. the previous year, an in-
crease of 10.8 p.c., with Coast mills registering an increase of 7.4 p.c., and Interior
mills an increase of 24.4 p.c. Total shipments for February increased by 4.8 p.c.
over the January figure of 204,461 M ft. Stocks on hand at the end of February, 1948
amounted to 255,573 M ft., as compared with 230,700 M ft. the previous year and
248,406 M ft. at the end of January of this year. Coast mills reported stocks total-
ling 184,981 M ft., while Interior mills showed 70,592 M f{t.

Summary Figures

Table | gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of
sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for February, 1947 and 1948,
and January, 1947 and 1948. Details by species are given for production and stocks,
while shipments are shown by destination. Total production increased from 182,663
M ft. in January to 189,312 M ft. in February of 1947 and to 216,201 M ft. in January,
1948 but decreased the following month to 210,468 M ft. Shipments totalled 204,461
M ft. in January and 214,183 M ft. in February of this year as compared with 182,086

‘M ft. and 193,325 M ft. during the corresponding months last year. Stocks on hand at

sawmills decreased from 239,943 M ft. in January, 1947 to 230,700 M ft. in February,
but increased to 248,406 M ft. in January, 1948 and to 255,573 M ft. in February.

Productio_n_

Table 2 gives particulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and
Interior mills separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and
ties, by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 159,323
M ft. in February, as compared with 39,163 M ft.. reported by Interior mills. Sawn
tie production of Coast mills was 8,698 M ft. in February, as compared with 3,284
M ft. for Interior mills. Coast mills accounted for 79.8 p.c. of the total production
of sawn lumber and ties in February, 1948, as compared with 81.4 p.c. the previous
year. The percentages for Coast Mills during January, 1948 and 1947, respectively,
were 79.2 p.c. and 83.1 p.c.



Shipments

Table 3. gives details of lumber and tie shipments, by months, for Coast mills
and Interior mills separately. Shipments by truck, by rail and waterborne are shown
for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to the United Kingdom and
to other countries, for all mills reporting. Total estimated shipments of non-report-
ing mills are also given. It is to be noted, however, that some lumber originally
reported as having been shipped to points in British Columbia may have been reship-
ped to other jjrovinces or exported by the purchasers and reported by them also,
thereby causing a certain amount of duplication,

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 166,358 M ft. in February, 1948 and 155,-
524 M ft. in January as compared with 154,874 M ft. and 142,181 M {t. in the corres-
ponding months of the previous year, while the Interior mills shipped 47,825 M ft.,
and 48,937 M ft. in 1948, and 38,451 M ft. and 39,905 M ft. during the corresponding
months of the previous year. Of all shipments actually reported for February, 45.8
p.c. went to points in Canada, 26.6 p.c. to points in the United States. 18.5 p.c. to the
United Kingdom, and 8.4 p.c. to other countries. Shipments to unspecified destinations
accounted for the remainder (0.7 p.c.). Waterborne shipments accounted for 33.1 p.c.
of the total, whil- 46.4 p.c, went by rail, about 19.8 p.c. by truck and 0.7 p.c. by
unspecified carriers.

§.t0 cks

Table 4 gives particulars of stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills, by months.
It distinguishes between stocks sold but not shipped and stocks unsold, and between
stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at Coast mills in January
and February of this year amounted to 168,209 M ft., and 184,981 M ft., as compared
with 181,447 M ft. and 176,600 M ft. in January, and February of 1947, Interior mills
stocks decreased from 58,496 M ft. in January, 1947 to 54,100 M ft. in February,
1947, and from 80,197 M ft. in January, 1948 to 70,592 M ft. in February, 1948. Un-
sold stocks accounted for approximately 34.1 p.c. of the total in February, 1948, as
compared with 25.0 p.c. in February, 1947 for Coast mills, while for the Interior
mills the percentages were respectively, 77.9 and 67.9.

Orders on Hand

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand at the end of the months of
January and February, 1947 and 1948, for Coast mills only. Similar information is
not collected from Interior mills and no attempt has been made to estimate orders
on hand of non-reporting mills on the Coast. Destination and mode of shipments
are shown in this table, which also gives total lumber purchases reported by some
mills., Total orders on hand at the end of February, 1948, amounted to 529,149 M
ft., as compared with 466,724 M {t. in February, 1947. Orders on hand at the end of
January, 1948 and 1947, amounted to 533,163 M fi. and 475,056 M ft. respectively.
Purchases of lumber from other milis amounted to 4,968 M ft. in February, 1947,
4,791 M ft. in February, 1948. as compared with 6,671 M ft. in January, 1947, and
4,335 M {t. in January, 1948.

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the number of active mills reporting each month, for the Coast
and Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for February accounted for
89.1 p.c. of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1945, com-
pared with 90.4 p.c. for the previous year. The percentages for January 1947 and
1948 were 91.6 and 87.7 p.c., respectively. It is hoped that the compilation will
eventually include all mills in the 500,000 feet and over classification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers® Association
Western Lumber Manufacturers® Association of Canada, Interior Lumber Manufac~
turers' Association and Northern Interior Lumbermen’s Association in the collection
of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged.
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Table 1. - Comparative Summary of Production, Shipments and Stocks of Lumber and Ties

of British Columbia Sawmills, February, 1948.

“February January 2 Yonths
1948 1347 1948 1547 1548 1947
PRODUCTION M ft. M ft. M fe, Kft, M rt. N ft,
Douglas Fir se0ccs0sseerccsnnsoce 103.980 103.761 105.330 97,186 209,310 200,947
Homlock .ceesceceesncccsescnsasse 48.151 34.692 49,420 40,578 97,571 75.270
Balsam Fir ccesecesseccoeccceces 1,288 935 1,204 983 2.492 1,918
Red Cedar eseccsccssescsoscescsnse 23,265 21.083 20,134 20,951 43.399 42,034
Spruce 800088 00€80¢€0000860008600008 22.356 19,133 23,195 15,204 45.551 34.337
Yhite Pine Ss0c00ess000essRs0sCa Y 2’468 2.663 7.528 1,011 9.996 3.674
Ponderosa Pine scsecssscccessecs 1’934 15384 1.955 13208 3.889 2.592
Lodgepole Pine ceoccesocosescescee 530 575 517 417 1,047 992
All other s0ftwoods eoccaccccess 5.355 3.989 5.541 3.895 10.896 7.884
Total softwoods secesecsccessa 209,327 188,215 214,824 181,433 424,151 369,648
Red Alder cececcscscsescsccsssas 3‘54 309 525 331 Bb9 640
lhple oooooooooooooooo-oooooo;oo 270 1562 294 221 564 373
Birch cceescscecsocessccasscnces 69 1513 76 57 145 112
CottonW)Od 000 400000000000 08000C00 468 581 482 621 950 1.202
All other hardwoods ecescsecscce - - = = = -
Totel hardwoods scosececsvocce 1,141 1,097 1,377 13230 2.518 2.327
Total softwoods and hardwoods. 210,468 189,312 216,201 182,663 426,669 371,975
SHIPMENTS ' : A
Tos Points in Canada sessscesces 88,146 68,741 78,227 63,253 166,373 131,994
Points in U.Se¢As seesecvscee 51,275 27,087 42,470 26,675 93,7456 53,762
United Kingdom soesceeescccan 35,689 41,864 49,069 40,708 84,768 82,573
Other countries ssecescsssco 16’267 38.694 10’577 35.907 26.844 74.601
Destination not specified .. 1,281 575 1,052 548 2,313 1,123
Total shipments reported <e... 192,838 178,961 181,395 167,092 374,033 344,063
Estimate of shipments of
non-reporting mills sesesesces 21,545 16,364 23,066 14,994 44,611 21,358
Total shipments
reported and estimated eecoe 214,183 193,325 204,461 182,086 418,844 375,411
~February January
148 1947 1548 1547
STOCKS ON HAND ¥ ft. M ft. M ft. K rt.
Douglas W ©2 0000800080000 00088 117,484 113’266 109,158 115.625
Hemlock esccococsseoceccessacosocoe 50,948 45,306 48.720 50.885
Balsam Fir cccoocseeocescocenssces 1,479 1,237 1,601 1,482
Red Codar esecsscoescsccecsacscscse 25.222 21.952 21,539 22.042
Spruce 80000000000 00s000a000000 0 41.387 28,332 42,546 29.303
White Pine scoeeasscecsscscecscs 7.105 9,210 7’595 9,550
Ponderosa Pine ceesscsocsscceces 5.618 4.948 7.563 4,737
Lodgepole Pine ccosesssccccocsces 963 855 1.133 628
All other SOftwoodS seescsevsses 3.978 4.573 7,127 4.362
Total SO0ftwo0ds evesvcenvescee 254_,_%774 229,47g 246.983 238,614
Red Alder asoesscsesevssssacccas 352 275 377 545
Maple 080000008800 escssenocsesy 240 221 282 233
Birch sescscnocescecsecossscsnsecs 103 R 88 108
Cottonwood esceoeceeseascscssnsace 704 612 676 643
All other hardwoodS secssccccesce = 21 = -
Total hardwoodS ecesssssssccces 1,399 1.221 1,423 1,329
Total softwoods and hardwoods. 230,700 248,408 239,943

255,573
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Table 2, = Lumber and Ties Sawn

February, 1948,

COAST MILLS INTSRIOR MILLS
Species
Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
M ft.hom, ¥ ft.bem, M ftobamo M ftobome X ftaboms U ftebome
Lumber
Euglas Fireccocococcoeos 83,837 39841 87,478 5,891 3,337 9,228
Hemlock ocoooccos00s000 42,441 19196 439637 1,530 287 1,617
Balsam Fir cco0000000 454 110 564 446 241 687
Red Cedar ococsoccecscess 219112 923 22,035 535 315 850
SPI’DCO 0000000000000 1,734 5156 2,249 12,205 7,750 19,953
White Pine cecocescco 1;906 37 1,543 20T 248 525
Ponderosa Pine ccsooes - 3 3 1,304 8l4 1,918
Lodgepole Pine sco-00 - 3 3 192 195 387
All other softwoods o 355 2 36T 3,426 495 3,921
Total, softwoods o 151,839 6,430 158,263 25,604 13,482 39,0886
Red Alder 00002900800 155 179 Sﬁ - - -
Maple 00C000500200000 163 107 270 - - -
Birch ceeccecscocccass 11 43 54 - 5 5
Cottonwood csco00s0c00 154 242 396 4 88 72
All other hardwoods » - = - - - -
Total ; hardwoods .. 483 571 1,054 4 73 77
Total, softwoods and
hardwoods oo 152;322 7,001 159,323 25,608 13,556 39,163
Ties
Douglas Fir ocococcococes 5,110 560 5, 880 74T, 843 1,614
Hemlock ococoonaccoonnoe 29473 683 2,536 3086 £33 381
Balsam Fir ccocos0000e 16 - 16 1/ 14 21
Red Cedar 0eNINVIOOOS — 379 379 - 1 1
Spmce ®0R000000000D9 = 65 85 219 &0 89
Yhite Pine ss00s00000 - - - - - -
Ponderosa P’ine ccsose - - - 2 11 13
Lodgepole Pine 900000 = o o= - 140 140
All other softwoods 15 27 42 849 186 1,035
Total, softwoods .o 7,614 1,084 8,608 1,964 1,510 3,274
Red Alder occcnccscoeo - = - - - -
Haple 0o0nNA90002%a8a8 = = = - o= -
Birch sccecconcasscas = = = Co 10 10
Cottonwood cocesssove = Lo - = = -
All other hardwoods .. - - - - - -
Total, hardwoods .. - - ) - o 10 10

Total, softwoods and
hardwoods <. 7,614 1,084 8,698 1,984 1,320 3,284

Lumber and Ties eococse 159,936 8,085 168,021 27,572 14,875 42 ,447
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Table 3. - Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties

February, 1948

By Truck
(Local Sales)

By Rail

~ Total

Waterborne Shipmaents

T0:

M ft.bems
COAST MILLS
Points in Canada:
Britisﬁtaalumbia ss8ev0eesssssense 34,168
Albverta $ 0030000000000 0000R000400000s0cRsberRsere

Saskatchewan @008 8L 00000080 0ee0Rc0stanttiasnenD

Manitota BEPN I 800000 0000000000000 s00sssstsnstoeite
Ontario 900000895 00e000000 100andtoasnstnasnsatositone
Quehec LR R N N R N W RN N W N W W W P I ISP ST AP
New Brunswick 8000000000000 00c0ss0nss00beatro0ssODD
lova Scotia D R R N N N R N W N N W I A W W W I W
Prince Edward Island LR R N N Y )

M ftobomo ¥ ftoboMo

3,789
2,844
1,785
4,100
11,205
4,481
940
653

832
XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

A £8. Bt

38,789
2,844
1,785
4,100

11,206
4,481

940
853

Total for Canada ecevsrecrcosaces 34’168

29,597

832

64,597

Points in U.S.A. o $

PalelC-P_itS €00 P c0e P PL PP LEtas00bONONERERIOIRL OO
Atlantic Ports secececsesseccsscssosssiccssncasacnse
Other points, by rail seeciesssesnceasoosetosrsosne

Total for U.S.A. P CIR00000 0800008000000 R0D0ORNDDO
United Kingdom 00008 crP0N0000OPOORNB0ODSOO0OD
Other countrios socsesscsessscsosesssnsosassnosssoso

8200080

Destination or carrier not specified sessccccenscecsoces

452
1,911
26,384

28,747
>/ 499
b 4 507

21,260
5,854
XXXXXX
12,114
34,934
15,674

200 OD0ONNLPTE ORI EPe RN

2, da
11,765
26,384
40,861
35,433
16,181

1,281

Total shipments reported os00sevens 34,168

59,350

63,554

158,396

Bstimated shipments of

Destination or carrier not specified ec.sassenc c-c

non-reporting Mill8 sescsescscsesssvssvseonssccnnee
Total shipments, reported and estimated seescscscses

INTERIOR MILLS
Points in Canada:

British Columbia cooesssmescecscsen 3,%8
Alberta 000000002000 e0806800080008
Saskatchewan 88080080002 886060060080000080Ce0sablesnnso
Manitoba Ces 88000 T, 2040000 PNEEREDNO00REREROCRSNYSIOEOTITY
Ontario 0 e 0P 0004000800808 e000000RNEERLORORRRSRGS
Quebec BP060 09090000000 00000000000 06000000800000008
New Brunswick PP P00 008 0000000080000 000000080000008
Nova Scotia @0 P8 50000200008 60006004000 0030008080800

Prince Edward Island 0080009900050 0805800R0080S 0680

“$0pPes20ase00tss0ee

LA A R R AN EEREEEEREENE NN J

5,554

8’025
166,358

7,502

Total for: CANAAA 5 ¢eeiss s sis oals sibra

Points in UoSerf

Pacific Ports 0008000 %02000M0000N0088R080000CG
Atlantic Ports 90009 20A00AV0A°00ECD2ESINNENBODOO000O
Other points, by
Totaf for U.S.A
United Klngdom $0200€8909383000090000860000000000NG 08
Other countries 0000 0ANAANANODNANNANAENAONEIADNCOS S

A
r&ll ®0000RO008 00080800090 00000000
#00009000009061008000000000°°00880

10,414
76
58

180
28

THO0OG B0 D035889C000s dsanag

43 4,301 XXXXXX 4,344
1,638 XX XXXX 156858

138, XXXXXX 3,133

6,218 - 8,216

693 - 693

28 - 28

4,011 19,538 - e oL Tl

"0 00 ®0e 340 _— 340
109 - 109

9, 965 XXX XXX 9,965

10,414
256
86

Total shipments reported_euoc.,...q_

30,086

<08

‘égoll

Estimated shipments of
non-reporting mills 0O 0RO OO0+ 8800 6s 280000 00U0E0e00 006800600000 s0s s
Tatal shipjentbs, reported whd otilated ...iscicesasscates sBNEIN.s d540

X Qhapped

13,1520

14

w TR v Basuer Su’a board !

p N
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Table 4. = Stocks of Lumber and Ties at Sawmills

February,1948,

COAST MILLS

INTER IOR MILLS

Species

Reported Estimated

Total

Reported Estimated Total

M ft.bem., M ft.bem. M ft,b.m.

SOLD (but not shipped)

l ftcbom. H ftebem. M ftebems

DOUlgﬁS Fir csecscecao 58.225 3.040 71,265 3.073 1,556 4.609
Hemlock seececescccescs 26.699 913 27,512 958 1286 13082
Balgam Fir ececccsceos Pl 80 3561 - 2] 93
Red ColAr secsececcooce 16,084 944 17,028 347 116 463
Spruce e 0ssesecscenne 1,453 421 1,874 4’192 2,870 7.062
White Pine sessccssece 2,394 N7 '2,421 830 1 921
Fonderosa Pine seceecs - 2 2 251 230 481
Lodgepole Pine ecoceses - 2 2 - 123 123
All other softwoods .. 460 21 481 283 250 533

Total, softwoods ose 115,586 5,450 121,036 9,932 5,435 15,367
Red Aldar eseeecessece. - 14515 130 285 - - -
Maple .-.u--C.OIOOGOC;O 122 78 200 - e’ - ¥
Birch :ooooo;ooe;oceo‘ 30 il 6l = 6 6
Cottonwood voooooGOQ;o 106 17 280 200 25 225
All other hardwoods . - - - ~ - -

Total, hardwoods ««.» 412 414 826 200 31 231

Total, softwods and

hardwoods «es 115,998 5,864 121,862 10,132 5,466 15,598

JNSOLD
Douglas Fir secsecsccs 29,661 1,575 31,226 4,968 5,416 10,384
Homlock eececcscscscoce 20,010 473 20,483 1,328 443 1.771
Balsam Fir esececcscceen 174 41 215 490 330 820
Red Cedar cevececaccns 6.225 489 6.714 607 410 1,017
Spruce e rssos00Bneecsne 482 218 700 21.633 10,118 31.751
White Pine sesesccesnce 2'573 14 2,587 854 322 1.176
Ponderosa Pine esecccee - o 1L 4.323 811 5.134
Lodgepole Pine ¢evscee = il 18 394 433 8217
All other softwoods e 952 11 963 1,020 881 2,001

Total, softwoods ees 60,067 2,823 62,890 SSLT 19,164 54,881
Red Alder sececcececcs T 67 67 L - -
Maple 0c0sssacctpssenes - 40 40 - - -
Birch eececcecscsssces = l6 16 - 20 20
Cottonwood esecssessoe 15 91 106 5 88 93
A1l other hardwoods .. - - - - - -

Total, hardwoods eee 15 214 229 5 108 113

Total, softwoods and

hardwoodg ces 60,082 3,037 63,119 353722 19,272 54,994

Sold and Unsold eeesse 176,080 8,901 184,981 45,854 24,738 70,592

e e et e S e e . . e i i SR oo e Al
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Table 5. - Distribution of Orders on Hand at End of February, 1948, and Lumber

Purchased from Other Mills (Coast Mills Only)

¥onth endingi-

ORDERS ON HAND

For shipment to points in British Columbia

Looa)l ...iscecscevenccessecsscnnnssnsces
Coastwise and interior sescecessscsseces

Total P00 PRRPRIRPLOOOCODEPOOOOPRESBODOESS

Por shipment by rail tos

Prairie Provinces cesecescsccccscsesscscea
Eastern Provinces eecescesccscscecssscoe
United States of America scessccocescess

Total [EXXEEEREIEEENEENEN NN N NN XN NI N NNENNEXN]

For waterborne shipmont to¢

Californif escessessonscssosecsncesscsonoe
U,S. Atlantic POrts ecescscescscoscavess
Bastorn Canada csesscsesvscoescccssscsccne
Export Markets 0 0000000000300 ts000PPCRS

Total ................‘............l..

TOTAL ORDERS ON HAND sescccecocescccsse

LUMBER PURCHASED FROM OTHER MILLS

February January
1948 1947 1548 1947
M rt. N rt. Mrt, Mrt,
25,438 34,948 29,172 33,330
9,244 8,526 8,465 9,090
34,682 43,473 37,637 42,420
17,476 29,172 19,656 27,023
45,391 26,650 40,287 26,526
34,037 23,398 45,949 25,38
96, 904 79,220 105,8% 78,497
3,420 - 300 -
5,819 - 5,382 3
- 24788 330 3,330
388,324 341,232 382,622 350,809
397,563 344,031 389,634 354,139
529,149 466,724 533,163 475,066
February January
1948 1547 1948 1947
4,791 4,968 4,335 6,671

Table 6, - Number of Active Mills Reporting, February, 1948.

FPebruary January
1948 1947 1948 1947
Coast .ooogucooooooooooooooooooo-coo-oooouNO' 113 R 111 93
Interior 0'...00'0...IO.OIO..O.OO"O.QQ.QONOC 130 92 120 83
TOt&l. British Columbia cesecscccccosssss 243 184 231 176

A fow returns received after compilations were enclosed have been omitted.
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