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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STCCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

MAY, 1948

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 210,821 M ft.
in May., 1948, as compared with 237,723 M ft. in May, 1547, a decrease of 11.3 p.c. from
the previous year and a decrease of 0.5 p.c. from the previous month. FProduction of
Coast mills, which account for 82.2 p.c. of the total, showed a decrease of 2.3 pe.C.
from the same month the previous year, and the Interior mills, which produced the re-
maining 17.8 p.c., showed a decrease of 37.9 p.c. Shipments in May, 1948 totalled
230,128 M ft., as compared with 229,922 M ft. the previous year, an increase of 0.1
PeCe, with Comsst mills registering an increase of 6.7 pe.c., and Interior mills a de=
crease of 26.0 p.c. Total shipments for May decreased by 2.9 p.c. from the April figure
of 236,932 M ft. Stocks on hand at the end of May, 1948, amounted to 254,009 M ft., as
compared with 217,727 M ft. the previous year and 265,206 M ft. at the end of April of
this year. Coast mills reported stocks totalling 192,386 M ft., while Interior mills
gshowed 61,623 M ft.

Summary Figures

Table 1 gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of
sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for May, 1947 and 1948, and
April, 1947 and 1948. Details by species are given for production and stocks, while
shipments are shown by destination. Total production increased from 220,392 M ft. in
April to 237,723 M ft. in May of 1947 but decreased from 211,946 M ft. in April 1948
to 210,821 b ft, in May. Shipments totalled 236,532 M ft. in April and 230,128 M ft.
in May of this year as compared with 207,713 M ft. and 225,922 M ft. during the corres-
ponding months last year. Stocks on hand at sawmills decreased from 224,036 M ft. in
April, 1947 to 217,727 M ft. in May, and decreased from 265,206 M ft. in April 1948 to
254,009 M ft. in May.

Production

Table 2 give particulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and In-
terior mills separately, and alsc shows separately the production of lumber and tiss, by
species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 165,558 M ft. in May, as
compared with 34,207 M ft., reportsd by Interior mills. Sawn tie production of Coast
mills was 7,709 M ft. in May, as compared with 2,647 M ft., for Interior mills. Coast
mills accounted for 82.2 p.c. of the total production of sawn lumber and ties in May,
1948, as compared with 74.6 pe.c. the previous year. The percentages for Coast Mills
during April, 1948 and 1947, respectively, were B84.6 p.c. and 81.8 p.c.
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Shipments

Table 3 gives detmils of lumber and tie shipments, by months, for Coast mills and
Interior mills separately. Shipments by truck, by rail and waterborne are shown for
each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to the United Kingdom and to
other countriesg, for all mills reporting. Total estimated shipments of non-repor ting
mills are also given. It is to be noted, however, that some lumber originally reported
as having been shipped to points in British Columbia may have been reshipped to other
provinces or exported by the purchasers and reported by them also, thereby causing a
cortain amount of duplication.

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 195,940 M ft., in May, 1948 and 199,529 M ft.
in April as compared with 183,696 M ft, and 173,106 M ft. in the corresponding months
of the previous year, while the Interior mills shipped 34,188 M ft., and 37,403 M ft.
in 1948, and 46,226 M ft. and 34,608 M ft. during the corresponding months of the pre-
vious year. Of all shipments actually reported for May, 40.8 p.c. went to points in-
Canada, 24,3 p.c. to points in United States, 19.1 per cent to the United Kingdom,
and 15.1 p.c. to other countries. Shipments to unspescified destinations accounted for
the remainder (0.7 p.c.). Waterborne shipments accounted for 37.0 p.c. of the total,
while 40.1 p.c. went by rail, about 22,2 poc. by truck and 0.7 p.c. by unspecified
carriers., )

Stocks

Table 4 gives particulars of stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills, by months, It
distinguishes between stocks sold but not shipped and stocks unsold, and between stocks
at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at Coast mills, in April amd
May of this year amounted to 194,648 M ft., and 192,386 M ft., as compared with 172,241
Mft. and 163,801 M ft. in April and May of 1947. Interior mills stocks increased from
51,795 M ft. in April, 1947 to 53,926 M ft. in May, 1947, bu% decreased from 70,558 M
ft. in April, 1948 to 61,623 M ft. in May, 1948. Unsold stocks accounted for approxi=-
mately 32.6 p.c. of the total in May, 1948, as compared with 30.8 p.c. in May, 1947 for
Coast mills. while for the Interior mills the percentages were respectively, 77.2 and
71.5,

Orderes on Hand

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand at the end of the months of April
and May, 1947 and 1948, for Coast mille only. Similar information is not collected
from Interior mills and no attempt has been made to estimate orders on hand of non-
repor%ing mills on the Coast., Destination and mode of shipments are shown in this
table, which also gives total lumber purchases reported by some mills. Total orders on
hand at the end of May, 1948, amounted to 480,924 M ft,, as compared with 589,366 M ft.
in May, 1947. Orders on hand at the end of April, 1948 and 1947, amounted to 487,361
M ft., and 576,265 M ft. respectively. Purchases of lumber from other mills amounted
to 10,947 M ft. in May, 1947, 5,983 M ft. in May, 1948, as compared with 9,850 M ft.
in April, 1947, and 7,327 M ft. in April, 1948.

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the number of active mills reporting each month, for the Coast and
Interior of British Columbia. The mille reporting for May accounted for 81.1 p.c. of
the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1945, compared with 86.3
p.os for the previous year. The percentages for April 1947 and 1948 were 84.4 and 89.3
respectively. It is hoped that the compilation will eventually include all mills in
the 500,000 feet and over classification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers' Association, Western
Lumber Manufacturers! Association of Canada, Interior Lumber Manufacturers' Association
and Northern Interior Lumbermen's Association in the collection of these statistics is
gratefully acknowledged.



-

Table 1. = Comparative Summary

=3 & .

of Production, 8hipments and 8Stocks of Lumber and Ties

of British

Columbia Sawmills, May, 1948.

PRODUCTION

DongllaS S Fir . o B8 o0 s oo i

Homlock evcoccocecsvscacsaany os
Balsam Fir cococcecccescnseccns
Red Cedar ee.sescecseccscoscccas
SPruce ceseecesscesencsscsncene
white Pine LRI BRI BB B BB A I
Ponderosa Pine seesesesccsscsss
Lodgepole Pine eecesaccscascens
All other sO0ftwoO0d8 wevsecenecss

Tobad) softwoods ececeescsonss
Red Alder L B B B B BB B B R B B N N

M&ple SISV ORI PERBIIRNACOIEOESIIOENOSEOIESD

EHIRICIE “OWets Jorexs o o)s e o) slaie o/e o ofofehsfalae
BOREIWOOA oo+ Hersisin sloiere ois ors oprese
All other hardwoods eseescsssce
Total hardwoods seoresssrasae
Total softwoods and hardwoods
SHIPMENTS

iiol: SRoiht st nVCanada,. s ees « & 4
ReBnEsUm UES A o« ole sreals aie
United Kingdom scsececacesce
Other countri®s .seceeseecces
Destination not specified .

Total shipments reported ....

Estimated” shipments of
non-reporting mills .se.cccces
Total s-ipments

reported and estimated ....

STOCKS ON HAND

Dotgdias' [BIr oo Hiters o erafersieiateie o »
HEMIOCIE. aivis aisie asere dioae aaieeafh e
Balgam Fir secscscocssssscisases
Red Cedar e rsssscnocsrnnessene
Spruce SeeresseBIBRREROILIOIRIOIOIOETSETS
White Pine ceeccvcvsconscssnssse
Ponderosa Pine eseeecocsoscceees
Lodgepole Pine sraevrseseerner e
All other SOftwoOdS ecevasessse

Total Softwoods seesseevesnony

Red Alder tecocronsosssssensese

Maple AR R R R R R R N R RN I W

Birch et e sseressssstntesnesae e
Cottonwood LR B R A B R BRI BN Y
All other hardwoods ses0ses s

Total hardwoods sessceasesesa
Total softwoods and hardwoods

May April 5 Months
1048 1947 1948 1947 1948 1947

M ft. Mft. Mft. M ft. M ft. MTt.
113,352 121,780 109,468 115,454 546,412 544,773
43,748 47,633 50,797 49,733 240,061 213,426
1,027 1,430 1,054 1,792 6,776 6,001
21,006 - 264158, 21,@8l2+. 21,872 104,963 114,521
199882, -21,999 4 A7.508 1116,862 114,592 90,011
2,514 2,944 2,434 3,641 17,584 12,475
3,263 5,707 3013 3,948 13,068 14,085
396 545 376 354 2,413 2,591
4,485 7,881 4,746 5,457 25,574 26,855
209,527 236,070 210,763 218,613 1,071,443 1,023,238
408 476 368 447 2,040 2,068
RSl 319 211 379 1,298 1,858
74 .100 69 111 366 393
579 7§l 1 856 839 2 61 3,530
2 - - 3 6 3
1,294 1,658 1,183 1,779 6,249 g
210,881 287,723 211,946 ( 220,392 1,077,692  1;05G680
78,710 103,116 97,028 84,201 449,454 406,297
46,8981 130,530¢,, 98,646 1.+ 45,153 247,204 99,756
36,746 58,024 39,926 54,597 192,019 262,526
29,186 - 35,490s 123,168 - 23,912 93,248 168,311
1,247 731 ],408 . 753 6,318 3,238
192,754 207,801 215,369 178,616 988,243 940,128
37,884 22,180 | 21,568 % 295097 127,188 101,795
280,128 229,922 236,932 207,718 '1,115,451 ' 041688

May April

1948 1947 1948 1947

M ft. M %, M ft. Mft.
125,620 108, 352 126,184 107,752
48,243 41,278 49,772 45,106
1,621 1y 011 1,543 2,661
23,168 24,396 24,638 20,718
31,193 18,189 36,926 22,493
8,085 10,029 8,389 11,99
6,930 7,154 7., 561 6,957
807 498 817 727
7,099 5,241 8,116 4,235
252,766 216,148 263,966 222,436
292 402 295 397
206 321 203 362
102 107 92 LB
643 749 650 724
1,243 1,579 1,240 1,600
254,009 217,727 265,206 224,036
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Table 2. =~ LUMBER AND TIES SAWN
MAY, 1948
COAST MILLS INTERIOR MILLS
Species
Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
M ft.b.m. Mft.b.m. M ft.bem, M ft.beme Mftebeme M ft.be.me.
Lumber \
Douglas Fir cececeseee 86,086 L1837 97,;92% 4,434 4,098 8,532
Hemlock eceececacssees 33,798 5,718 39,516 1, 763 169 1,932
Ballsam Fir eeceevecses 182 143 335 204 420 624
Red Cedar ceesesvcces 358 219 19,549 837 283 15, 121@)
SEBRRCH)  selviels aisdoloredleis » 4,387 505 4,892 Tay2s55 TGS 14,734
White Pine .scecccescss 1,610 216 1,826 506 186 692
Ponderosa Pine eeeeve e = 3 3 2.302 949 3,251
Lodgepole 1127 T G - 3 3 101 225 326
All other softwoods .. 305 2 307 1,487 2,117 3,614
Total, softwoods ... 143,736 20,618 164,354 18,899 léngg §2;§§§
R.ed Alder tessescansoes 230 178 408 = o =
Maple teesessveconcva 102 129 231 = - =
Bil‘ch 200 vssceracnssa 10 52 62 - 4 4
Cottonwood eeececvcaae 189 312 501 7 71 78
All other hardwoods .. 2 - 2 = = -
Total, hardwoods .. 533 67l 1,204 1 5 82
Total, softwoods ..
and hardwoods .. 144,269 21,289 165,558 18,906 16,001 34,907
Ties
Douglas Fir sececcece 4,217 716 4,933 1,136 828 1,964
Homlock seeescanscocsn 25008 250 2,268 20 22 42
Balsam Fir EEEEE R RN r 56 56 - 12 12
Red Cedar escsssencee = 336 336 - 1 ).
Spruce tseescseracsenn L 58 58 - 48 48
INRAEEE! PilNo< « « oo otsisiswiove == - - o - =
Ponderosa Pine ...... - - - - 9 9
Lodgepole Pine .cecee - - = = 67 67
All other softwoods .. 44 24 68 299 197 496
Total, softwoods .. 6,269 1,440 788 1,455 1,184 2,/6139
Red Alder Pes e e er o = e - = - =
thle tesseesesssev e - T — T - v
Birch tscosvcsccsecrae = = - ¥ 8 8
COt‘bOnWOOd ssecssnsso0 e B 1l = = - o
All other hardwoods .. = - - = - =
Total, hardwoods .. - = - = 8 8
Total, softwoods
and hardwoods .. 6,269 1,440 7,708 1,455 1,152 2,647
Lumber and ties 150, 538 2 129 173,267 20,361 17,193 37,554
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Table 3. - Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties
YAY, 1948

By Truck 5 Total
(Local Sales) By Rail Waterborne Shipments

M ft.bem, M ft.beme Mft.beme M ft.b.mo

COAST MILLS
TO: Points in Canada:
British Columbia ses 0B s0srsec s 0 38,599 4,408 964 43,971

AN\ eI T8 L oFe ofaJe¥sTs s |olatefe | ojstaore] e e¥s! o¥e sxerYons) o =1+ (koks] » 1,861 XXX 15 868
saskatchew&n R I R A A N I N A P A Y 2,255 XXX 2,255
Manitoba .covevsecescscsscsossssscccosanas 2,681 XXX 2,681
ONtario seveasevesececesvcscsesscvsccasscas 7,192 - 7,192
Quebec Seesvensetscasstsssrecntbensasnnetee 4,447 - 4,447
New BrunsSwick eeessececcscccsccasccnncanes 572 - 572
Nover SCOLIA cececovnscrconvsccsnssnsssnssce 124 - 124
‘Prince Edward Island scecasccerccesceosoce - - r

Total.fo} C&nada seasvssrccnse 38,599 23,540 964 63'103

Points in U.S.A.: )
Pacific Ports ececeeceecsocccecsvsvesanesan . 606 520 1,126
Bt1ag¥ic BEEUE «oaweroronsssngmm snorsssee 1,451 7,834 9,285
Other points, by rail scececececesscaccssss . 30,220 XX 30,220
toingl Bon UaShle -7 5% Ruls aglas s sils Bl o o 8 eTT 8,354 40,631
United Kingdom eeesececvescsccscossnsssses x Hpdls 34,121 36,383
Other COUNBri@s cececescecessaccasscnocsse x. 1,446 27,732 29,158
Destination or carrier not 8p6cified cececcvecrcioerovssccessoncssossssnsaa 1,247
Total shipments reported sscces. 38,599 59,475 71,151 170,472
Estimated shipments of

nOn-reporting mANNMEE R oY ks SYoXe eXoTeXarshe) Yoy oXe X eXekofogate o eYoTaYokeToYerarat oXurs)-Yoils kel + (ko [6] o ke 25.45q
Total shipments, reported and estimated s...eeecescececosscccsccncesnes 195,940

INTERIOR MILLS
TOz Points in Canada:
British Columbia sseessvccsacssas 4,214 AT - 6,991
Alberta See0sc00bessv et st s 0B o ) 1,907 AXX 19912

Saskatchewan .ecveesvesccracseccnccnesnese 1,195 XXX 1,195
Manitoba PEI VO VEeeEOCOETIOEOETOROORIROOIOIOIROROEROEORTRTUTESE 1.905 XXX 1,905
(037170 7Y ST M ST SR o 1S B B e R S o © 000000 00 3’286 = 3,286
Quebec 00000000t es BB REINBBLIIOIISIOISIRNOLIIOEES 281 n 281
New Brunswick LR B B I B B B I I B B R Y 37 - 37
NOV& SCOtia LR I N B R seevevssen s - - -

Prince Edward Island s.esececcceccecansesne = - 5 -

Total for Canada st er0ssscese 4,219 11,388 - 15,607

Points in U.S.A.s
Pacific ?brts e s esser e setsssesets e svare - - =
Atlantic Port& escescecescscosvecannsansane 142 = 142
Other pOintS. by rail seeveccassscscscises 6,120 XXX 6,120
G IR QMU ISHIA el o o sisiste.ohera¥ershototote oksl st Rerelors 6,262 - 6’262
United Kingdom R R R I W I S A A A RS A A Y XY X 240 173 413
Other countries Cressentsscssnntecetneted e X = = s
Destin&tion or carrier not Specified 600 EP I B PO OPEEINPO0CEETIEOOOPPOOEBIODD -
Totml shipments reported se..... 4,219 17,890 el s 008
Estimated shipments of h ol

non—reporting mills O A N N N R N N R R R NN Y TN N N TN NN TN 11,906
Total Shipments, reported and estimated s.ssscesvececcccscccsccrcassnss 34,188w

x Shipped by rail to Basterh Seaboard Port,.



Table 4. -~ Stocks of Lumber and Ties at Sawmills

3 _6-

May, 1948

— e ——— —

CCAST MILLS

——n —— e W - A E %A

INTERIOR MILLS

Reported  wmstimated To tal Reported Estimated Total
M ftebeme M f%¥cbeme M [tebems M ftebom. M ft.bem. ¥ ft.beme
Sold (but not shipped)
Douglas Fir cesceceses 67,905 9,899 77,304 1,413 1,844 355 250
Hemlock I EEEEFERENE] 23,812 4,469 28,281 320 72 392
Balsam Fir ceoccesses 152 149 301 18 162 180
Red Cedar ..ececccese 14,520 1,893 16,413 385 106 491
SPruce sissececssssce 2,726 421 3,147 2,853 2,818 ) SIL T
Nhite Pine decsessccs 3,027 162 3,189 1,589 7C 1,668
Ponderosa Pine sessee T 1 1 549 359 908
wppole Pim seso0eee oy 1 1 e 109 108
All other softwoods .. 297 20 30 406 866 1,272
Total, softwoods .. 112,4?9 16,1915 128,254 7,549 6,406 L5 6
Red Alder eeesreecese 95 133 228 - 4 r
P.hple eseveesssrsrec s 62 97 169 = . ]
Birch LR A IS S AT A I I I ) 25 39 64 bt A 4
Cottonwood sevececren 85 233 318 75 210 102
All other hardwoeods .. - - - - - -
Total, hardwoods .. 267 502 769 78 K 4 106
Total, sof Lwoods
and hardwoods .. 1 13, 706 197,017 129,723 7,624 6,437 14,061
Unsold
Dougles Fir eeceocecs 28,936 4,540 33,476 5,344 6,239 11,583
Hemlock st ecntescsvce 16.607 2,158 18,765 562 243 805
Balsam Fir ssevenscere 107 72 179 415 546 961
Red Cedar esssessccss 4,399 914 5,313 551 360 951
Spruce eseseccecsoscea 1,488 203 1,618 11,145 9,833 20,678
White Pine se0sss0res 1,837 78 1,915 1,076 236 1,312
Ponderosa Pine <eiesee - 1 il 4,807 1,213 6,020
Lodgepole Pine CRCRC N I Y - 1 1 326 370 696
All other softwoods .. 1,049 10 1,059 1,521 2,930 4,451
Total, softwoods .. 54,423 0 553 17 62,400 24 TS 21,870 47,457
Red Alder srsvovesbece = 64 64 o N =
Maple sse0sss0aneccas = 47 47 2 = =
Birch Sesscsereceseoses = 19 19 — 115 15
Cottonwood sscececses 20 113 158 - 90 90
All other hardwoods .. = - - - - -
Total, hardwoods .. 20 243 263 - 105 105
Total, softwoods
and hardwoéds .. 54,443 8,220 62,663 25, 787 27l TS 47,562
Sold and Unsold 167,149 25,237 192, 386 33,411 28,212 61,623
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Table 5. - Distribution of Orders on Hand at End of May, 1948, and Lumber

Purchased from Other Mills (Coast Mills Only)

Month endings-

May April
1948 1947 1948 1947
Mft, Mft. Mft, Mft.
ORDERS ON HAND
For shipment to points in British Columbia
Local seeseccscccsscceoscsscrscsscrcnsse 29,451 30,819 26'996 35.891
Coastwise and Interior ssececesceccscnse 5.937 13,631 5,976 9,932
TOtAl cecessvccvccsnscecsssvsssssscsse 55,388 44,450 32,972 45’823
For shipment by rail %to:
PRARRAE Proiahi'CalS e e's darereislsioielsrsrnfe sre slere o's 20,630 24,338 18’289 21,380
Eastern Provinces secscescsscscssccsncss 37.754 33,313 35,969 27,788
United States of America secscecscsccces 40,024 20,762 35,188 18,143
TOtal 0 S 2SS LSRR S RITI SOOI BEOECEDN OSSN EOENTSE NP 98,408 78,413 89,446 67’311
For waterborne shipment to:
California cececoscessssccsssssscscssnnes 1.488 - 620 25
UnSo Atlantic POTtiS semsaeeesons dalerhaese: 7,089 bl 5,054 =
Eastern Canada LA LB B L B B B A L 1,880 2.100 -
Export MArkets eecceceoscsesvensscoscess 538,551 464,623 357,169 463,106
5L 300 0 06 300088008000 50 0 6 oo 00t o 08 347,128 466,503 364,943 463,131
TOTAL ORDERS ON HAND ...ccccocvecceces 480,924 589, 366 487,361 576,265
May April
1948 1947 1548 1947
LUMBER PURCHASED FROM OTHER MILLS 5,983 10,947 T} ST 9,850
Table 6. - Number of Active Mills Reporting, May, 1948
May April
1948 1947 1948 1947
Coaet 9 60D 502 E A SIS I BENePEEes e No. 106 106 112 98
INtorior ceseseesceccosceccncsccssces NOo 107 100 110 Gl
Total, British Columbia secscoccoee 213 206 282 189

A few returns received after compilations were closed, have been omitted.
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