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SEPTEMBER, 1948

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 236,872 M ft.
in September 1948 as compared with 236,876 M ft. in September 1947, and 231,113
M ft. in August, 1948, an increase of 2.5 p.c. over the previous month. Production
of Coast mills, which account for 71.5 p.c. of the total, showed an increase of 1,6
p.c. over the same month the previous year, and the Interior mills, which produced
the remaining 28.5 p.c. showed a decrease of 3.9 p.c. Shipments in September, 1948
totalled 226,562 M ft., as compared with 222,344 M ft. the previous year, an increase
of 1.9 p.c. with Coast mills registering an increase of 2.7 p.c. and Interior mills a
decrease of 0.6 p.c. Total shipments for September decreased by 3.8 p.c.from the
August figure of 235,587 M Ft. Stocks on hand at the end of September, 1948, amounted
to 272,671 M ft. as compared with 246,342 M f{t. the previous year and 275,671 M ft. -
at the end of August of this year. Coast mills reported stocks totalling 184,314 M ft.,
while Interior mills showed 91,357 M f{t.

Summary Figures

T Table | gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of
sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for September, 1947 and 1948,
and August, 1947 and 1948. Details by species are given for production and stocks,
while shipments are shown by destination. Total production increased from 217,117
M ft. in August to 236,876 M {t. in September of 1947 and from 231,113 M ft. in August
1948 to 236,872 M ft. in September. Shipments totalled 235,557 M ft. in August and
226,562 M ft in September of this year as compared with 207,288 M ft. and 222,344

M ft. during the corresponding months last year. Stocks on hand at sawmills in-
creased from 228,580 M ft. in August 1947 to 246,342 M ft. in September and from
263,829 M ft, in August 1948 to 275,671 M ft. in September,

Production

Table 2 gives particulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and In-
terior mills separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and ties,
by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 162,202 M ft. in
September, as compared with 64,357 M ft. reported by Interior mills. Sawn tie pro-
duction of Coast mills was 17,0MM ft., in September, as compared with 3,235 M ft.
for Interior mills. Coast mills accounted for 71.5 p.c. of the total production of
sawn lumber and ties in September, 1948, as compared with 70.3 p.c. the previous
year. The percentages for Coast mills during August, 1948 and 1947, respectively,
were 70.8 p.c. and 64.3 p.c.



2=
Shipments {

Table 3 gives details of lumber and tie shipments, by months for Coast mills
and Interior mills separately. Shipments by truck, by rail and waterborne are shown
for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to the United Kingdom and
to other countries, for all mills reporting. Total estimated shipments of non-report-
ing mills are also given. It is to be noted, however, that some lumbér originally re-
ported as having been shipped to points in British Columbia may have been reshipped
to other provinces or exported by the purchasers and reported by them also, thereby
causing a certain amount of duplication.

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 173,247 M ft,, in September of 1948 and
178,779 M ft. in August as compared with 168,707 M ft, and 153,513 M ft. in the
corresponding months of the previous year, while the Interior mills shipped 53,315
M ft. and 56,778 M ft. in 1948, and 53,637 M ft. and 53,775 M ft. during the corres-
ponding months of the previous year. Of all shipments actually reported for Sep-
tember, 49.0 p.c. went to points in Canada, 25.8 p.c. to points in United States, 15,9
per cent to the United Kingdom, and 8.6 p.c. to other countries. Shipments to un-
specified destinations accounted for the remainder (0.7 p.c.). Waterborne shipments
accounted for 28.8 p.c. of the total, while 48.2 p.c. went by rail, about 22.3 p.c. by
truck and 0.7 p.c. by unspecified carriers,

Stocks

Table 4 gives particulars of stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills by months.
It distinguishes between stocks sold but not shipped and stocks unsold, and between
stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at Coast mills, in August
and September of this year amounted to 179,203 M ft. and 184,314 M ft. as compared
with 155,404 M ft. and 159,090 M ft. in August and September of 1947. Interior mills
stocks increased from 73,176 M ft. in August 1947 to 87,252 M ft. in September, 1947,
and from 84,626 M ft. in August 1948 to 91,357 M ft. in September 1948. Unsold stocks
accounted for approximately 32.6 p.c. of the total in September, 1948, as compared
with 37.4 p.c. in September, 1947 for Coast mills, while for the Interior mills the
percentages were respectively, 76.5 and 80.9

Orders on Hand

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand at the end of the months of
August and September, 1947 and 1948, for Coast mills only. Similar information is
not collected trom Interior mills and no attempt has been made to estimate orders on
hand of non-reporting mills on the Coast. Destination and mode of shipments are
shown in this table, which also gives total lumber purchases reported by some mills.
Total orders on hand at the end of September, 1948, amounted to 345,259 M ft., -as
compared with 531,099 M ft. in September 1947. Orders on hand at the end of August
1948 and 1947, amounted to 408,337 M ft. and 540,540 M ft, respectively. Purchases
of lumber from other mills amounted to 8,720 M ft. in September, 1947, 7,812 M ft.
in September, 1948, as compared with 4,297 M ft. in August, 1947 and 8,131 M ft. in
August, 1948,

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the number of active mills reporting each month, for the Coast
and Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for September accounted for
76.3 p.c. of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1945, com-
pared with 85.3 p.c. for the previous year, The percentages for August 1947 and
1948 were 81,8 and 81.1, respectively. It is hoped that the compilation will even-
tually include all mills in the 500,000 feet and over classification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers! Association,
Western Lumber Manufacturers’' Association of Canada, Interior Lumber Manufac-
turers' Association and Northern Interior Lumbermen's Association in the collection
of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged.
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Table 1.-Comparative Summary of Froduction, Shipments and Stocks of Lumber and

Ties of British Columbia Sawmills, September, 1948.

September August 9 Months
1948 1947 1948 1947 1948 1947
~  PRODUCTION M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft.
Douglas 0 g PR = 4 C0) 7)o I A5 (0 R 1) P G 0 V) iV A (B 0)(0) 80 991,842
BRREERNIOICIE" * , S e veve s eaoisios o ome 45,140 47,574 45,029 42,577 418,847 392,399
BAYSATN FIT  ..cccce0oecsensssse 1,799 2,638 2,179 2,548 13,680 15,930
Red Cedar 6 OBB0CODO00 L0000 LB 28 200 P2, a5 16,501 195,665 197,401
BNINEIET | | oasc000000is bolaomenh s bh 29,580 33,346 30,138 @ 36,927 232,387 218,423
IWIEBE S IPINE 7 ovonsosraporsosson 2,879 2,561 3,419 B2 0T 30,335 24,481
Ponderosa Pine  ....c.oees0es 4,649 3,420 4,244 3.901 28,997 31,396
Lodgepole Pine .cieanvensssens 761 /% 928 808 5,439 5,448
All other softwoods ....c.... 6,428 6,668 6,678 6,106 52,430 51,915
Total SOftwoodS ..eeseserss 235,560 235.184 229,643 215,762 1,981,844 1,929,235
LA LAE T ovocesneansannsaomys 464 437 418 432 3,520 M. 3494
T R S Slalh iotala 234 357 247 297 2,110 2,781
s e [ S PRI B 76 79 13 87 694 775
Cottonwood  ....ceccverensnsnss 538 819 732 539 5,061 6,516
All other hardwoods  ....... - - - - 6 3
Total hardwoods bk b sy 2 1,692 1,470 1,355 11,398 14,016
Total softwoods & hardwoods236,872 236,876 231,113 217,117 1,993,242 1,943,251
SHIPMENTS
To: Points in Canada ....... 90,362 86,030 94,618 83,397 808,640 775,875
Points in U.SA ., .aessses 47,571 27,528 57,184 16,202 442,655 163.985
WUnited Kingdom " ~..1..... 292 | 58,826 28,904 55,559 307,432 497,268
Other countries ....... 5 &19T  BATNSGET 220 @57 = 24,1107 168,194 265,031
Destination not specified 16287 949 1,822 452 12,474 6.512
Total shipments reported. 184,260 197,488 204,585 179.717 [,739.395 1,708,671
Estimated shipments of
non-reporting mills ....... 42,302 24,856 30,972 27,571 283,209 204.474

Total shipments
reported and estimated ..

226,562 222,344 235.557 207,288 2,022,604 1,913,145

September August
1948 1947 1948 1947
STOCKS ON HAND SNV M f{t. Y, NI

DougTaS Fir Sy LA L 127,765 107,212 118,651 102,188
Hemlock ST 5 a0 ses i e 6 eaiele s o5 s 48,932 44,321 50,704 43,301
BalSand BT .iieeeiseoseessssss 25022 25002 2,288 1,685
Red Cedar ....c.coeeencersoeces 260977 21,247 27.542 21,366
Spruce it b ires o SorernlYo YR RTeTs otale 43,468 44,932 40,353 37,637
White Pine elals oo TeTa Mo TATaToTa T ettt 7,150 8,258 RT=SYC 8,186
Ponderosa Pine ..,........ 7,966 9,706 8,180 6,528
Lodgepole Pine ....cc0nne0e . 899 828 665 942
All other softwoods ......... 9s 221 5,970 6,459 4. 687

Total softwoods ........... 274,400 244,476 262,575  _28b,520
IRled ALdelr' ® 5, . . uonecesncosssas 299 411 270 540
N P S 198 327 223 410
T T e e S T 79 13810 90 103
CaftBRawobd .. ..o.coesisesssons 695 998 671 1,007
All other hardwoods ....... = = = P

Total hardwoods ........ L 1,271 1,866 1,254 2,060

Total softwoods & hardwoods275,671 246,342 263,829 228,580
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Table 2 - Lumber and Ties Sawn

September, 1948

- 'COAST MILLS

INTERIOR MILILS "

Species
Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated  Total
M Th. hims M Tt.D.m. M fteb.om. MEt b, = ML . m. M TR bk
LUMBER
Douglas Fir .icsss0060 86,441 9,419 95,860 9,882 8,118 18,000
Hendlock <. iidiiisdicen 30,804 7,967 38,771 2,60 772 3,449
Balsam Fir ..c..00000 Sa2 185 537 411 771 1,182
Red Cedar .sic00000040 20,084 1,780 21,864 1,579 745 2,324
SPrUce . cee0es00100000 1,523 461 1.984 12,693 14,806 27,499
White Pine  .....c0000 1., 518 154 1.672 849 358 1 ;207
Ponderosa Pine ,..... - 2 2 2,788 1,838 4,626
Lodgepole Pine .,..., - 3 3 99 471 570
All other softwoods . 458 2 460 1.263 3,984 5,247
Total, softwoods .. [41,180 19.973 B S o 1 32524 31.863 64,104
Red Alder ....coco000s 297 167 464 - - -
Maple ....cco00000000000 124 110 234 = o r
TN, . oovoir 5 s0nan000ane i3 43 56 2 8 10
Cottonwood  ....;...00 78 217 295 119 124 243
All other hardwoods.. = - = = = =
Total, hardwoods . R SR 1,049 21 wh3ve 2568
Total, softwoods and =
hardwoods .. 141,692 20,510 162.202 32,362 31,995 64,357
TIES

Douglas Fir .....cice» 3.233 639 38§ 693 1,893 2,066
Hemlock ...cocoe000000 2,403 283 2,686 52 182 234
Balsam Fir .....oce0s - 67 67 - 13 13
Red Cedar ...-s0222000 - 337 38k - 1 1
SPrUCEe .c.svs0sa0n0s00s = 52 512 = 45 45
White Pine o T = - - - = -
Ponderosa Pine .... - - - 8 13 7|
Ilodgepole Pine ..., e = = B 188 188
All other softwoods . =~ 42 22 64 292 365 657
Total, softwoods 5,878 1,400 TAONS 1,045 2,180 3,525
Red Alder .....c000000 5 = & = = i
Maple ....... siereloals Hretnie - - - - - -
Birch svesssasnraonasn - = - - 10 10
Cottonwood .......... = = = ¥ - 3
All other hardwoods . - - - - - -
Total, hardwoods - - - - 0] 10

Total, softwoods and
hardwoods . 5,678 1,400 7.078 1,045 2,190 3,235
LUMBER AND TIES. 147,370 21,910 169,280 33.407 34,185 67,592

L
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Table 3. - Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties

September, 1948

X Shipped by rail to Eastern Seaboard Port.

By Truck By Wiater- Total
(Local Sales)  Rail borne  Shipments
COAST“MILILS M ft.b.m. ‘M tt.b.m. M tt.b.m. M ft.b.m.
TO: Points in Canada:
British Columbia ....cevcvevenicess 34,826 6,589 585 42,000
Alberta  ........ R P Sorsisie arersioieBiemmore STTelE H 2,419 XXXXXX 2,419
SRISIRALGREWAM wiweiieh toepioniemsilesdsmiotson oo bt 2,977 XXXKXXX 2,997
IMBIRILOBAT - . ovevapevvmmeasasnssssaen s s s aues o el 4,521 XXXXXX 4,521
OREITION | o ovvaaoeasis « e e s shessasssasssssisa 9,425 - 9,425
@MEDOC | 55 vvevss i sapesa ool Te ok 385 2 0G0OBAGO0 0 4,422 - 4,422
New Branswick .o ¥ iamnihsessesesh s6aeses e s 0841 602 - 602
NoWa) [SCOEIA J%k. & Lk gleteinibia sisstais S siaisie o ne o b At 224 - 224
Prince Edward Island ....c..cosemsess000005000ss 82 - 82
Total for Canada ......ceenveeees 34,826 31,261 585 66,672
Points in U,S.A. o
PRRIEIE BRI TS . oivellscccdooassonostonn TR § = 563 833 1,396
AtlanticiPonts . odesoecoash o M orararaars vo s a il i 4.439 8,494 127933
Gl paints, by.rail gecvemereasipesesdo.mm.ssl 23,840 XXKXXX 23,840
Total for U.S.A. § Be s AR e 45T oS HE s T 28,842 9. 327 38.169
Ubdted JOingdonn . i.coosestssia:sosnsinans v 0 ausalsbibolXl 1.203 27,671 28,944
Other countries ...i..ecossecesonesescessnsasss:ssX 300 15,492 15,792
s iination oF carrier not specified .vs.ecs:sa0s0089015181000000010s0000020200peia 1,287
Total shipments reported ...... 34,826 61,676 53,043 150.864
Estimated shipments of
JTS S T T o D I SR S O S —— enlSliecsmisi-sues s Py 22,383
Total shipments, reported and estimated 173,247
INTERIOR MILLS o
TO: Points in Canada:
British Columbia 6,069 2,759 - 8,828
Alberta ........ o« AL o iR e W25 4,158 XXX XXX 4,283
SalElE teh'eWaN. . 1.0 ieealekblacsna- » Al dalals D006 C 2,030 XXXXXX 2,030
Manitoba ..... R + 0 415 o Blile. » o oM (YT 3,963 XXXXXX 3963
Ontario  ...... R OBaRh00000C 20 5 LY o B e iaiobtesits afatard . 4,270 - 4,270
Quebec  .......innnees ST SRR « oG 15 e 296 - 296
New Brunswick R R TG T MR - - =
Nova Scotia ...... BOBRL 00 BRPTTTEES « o o.bToTaTs 20 - 20
Prince Edward Island ...... B O roroms et B e - - -
Total for Canada .....ceseoees- - 6,194 17,496 - 23,690
Points in U.S.A.
Pacific Ports T Toisiei Yol el s o P oL L BT TATE e oD e Totois eiel el ok 97 - 97
AYIENTAC PROIELS! | 2 onislsisisions oo sl sooian sls s slesessoasse 233 - 233
Other points, by rail ..c.ccivinnnieninsnanonncsns 9, UN2 XXXXXX 9,072
Total for U.S.A. /oA | IO 9.402 = 9,402
URilhd TERsdom . com-ammsessnsrsommprossssensed 249 28 e
Other countries ...,eveveoss.s FER 800 R Bouh o2l T - &7
Deslinatien or carrier not specified: . ...ccceseeiastrcrspbionssassmensssassrngonsms -
Total shipments reported ....... 0,194 27,174 28 33,398
Estimated shipments of
Do PeRNFiRD Tllll bl we s s s s mes o on suslilnsn e s R ———— 19,989
Total shipments, reported and estimated .........covcesiesssoccncevecsocae 53,310
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Table 4. - Stocks of Lumber and Ties at Sawmills
September, 1948

Sseites S CGEOIAS TN ANTRIGS e o - b INTERIOR MILLS
Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
— M it.b.m. M ft.b;m. M {i{.b.m. M ft.b,m. M ft.b,m. M it.b.m.,
SOLD(but not shipped)
Dodiglas Fir 1 veeides » 62871 7.382 69,753 24,392 3, KT 5,409
Hemlack ..mooelovost 25,716 6,055 3,071 65 303 368
Balsam Fir ......... 130 185 315 22 249 476
Red Cedar s A 16,089 14,655 17,644 BT 237 754
Spruce  ........0c0000. 695 376 1,071 3,467 4,720 8,187
White Pine L + + TEEEE 2,840 153 2,953 1,666 114 1,780
Ponderosa Pine ,.,. - 2 2 1,487 589 2,076
Lodgepole Pine ..... = 2 2 210 210
All other softwoads ., 116 133 648 ] 88 2,031
Total, softwoods . ——HWWW.T_TTEZT 10,469 10,822 217291
Red Alder .......c..- 116 123 239 = = =
NIRPLe: ...oovanesnsoess 57 81 138 - - -
BHEIGR, .00 Kawensions 7 Sl 33 - 6 6
Cottonwood  ......... 30 159 189 150 39 189
All other hardwoods - - - - - =
Total, hardwoods . 205 394 599 150 45 195
Total, softwoods &
hardwoods. 108.162 16,081 124,243 10,619 10,867 21,486
_UNSOLD
Douglas Fir ......... 32,550 3.569 36.119 6,673 %802 16,484
Hemlock .......... 10,773 2,927 13.700 2,108 985 3,093
Balsam Fir ........, 114 89 203 &9 809 1,028
Red Cedar ......,.... 6,104 752 5.856 952 771 1§ 725,
SPIMGE.  Joeessssiosssse 471 182 653 18,207 15,350 S8 557
White Pine .......... 518 55 573 1,474 370 1,844
Ponderosa Pine .., - 1 1 3,972 IO NS 5,887
Lodgepole Pine .... - 1 1 3 683 686
All other softwoods. 1,704 8 1,712 848 4,497 5,345___
Total, softwoods ., 52,234 7.584 59.818 34,456 35,191 69,647
Red Alder ....... - 60 60 - - -
Maple  .oocreurennenn. 1] 39 60 - - -
Birch ....oovoveenns i 15 16 ¥ 19 24
Cottonwood  ....,.... 40 77 1T T2 128 200
All other hardwoods - - - - - -
Total, hardwoods . 62 191 253 77 147 224
Total, softwoods & .
hardwoods . 52,296 1,775 60,071 34,533 35,338 69,871

SOLD AND UNSOLD 160,458 23,856 184,314 45,152 46,205 - 357
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- Table 5.-Distribution of Orders on Hand at End of September, 1948 and

- _umber Purchased from Other Mills (Coast Mills Only)

Month ending:-

September August
1948 1947 1948 1947
M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft.
ORDERS ON HAND

For shipments to points in British Columbia
- . NS € A . g o322 30,080 26,182 26,638
Coastwise and interior ............... 5,428 10,608 7,853 12,050

G (Y SO f | S — 26,750 40,688 34,035 38,688

For shipment by rail to:

Prairie Provinces .......ocecveviiaanes. 21,602 17,541 21,925 18,884
Eastern Provinces ........civenvennen. 32,633 29,573 35,498 21,195
United States of America ............ 28,0152 29,247 42,058 26,953

RO . oo e s e s o o e 82,287 76,361 99,481 72,990

For waterborne shipment to:

. Califargia ....v..q5.0 AEEEREE WEEE WE - B 460 - 2,890 550
HiSw ARG Ponts . .5.000 cuaaesiaess s 7,116 240 9,545 25
BastennaCanada  .dasesrsis s vesesss 100 20 - 2,000
ERPITUDARTRELS  soshesscosmns e glod voss 228,546 413,790 262,386 426,287

M0 =0 S ERTOr S5 80h (PP o BB A oo & 236,222 414,050 274,821 428,862
TOTAL ORDERS ON HAND .... 345,259 531,099 408,337 540,540
September August
1948 1947 1948 1947

LUMBER PURCHASED FROM OTHER

B T R . Y a2 8,720 8,131 4,297

Table 6.-Number of Active Mills Reporting, September, 1948

September August
1948 1947 1948 1947
OIS ™ o oovorsvenraoentopmenessessmmasneess No. 101 109 109 110
o0 Do) o R S — < No. 95 118 93 17
Total, British Columbia ....... No. 196 2T 202 2247

A few returns received after compilations were closed, have been omitted.
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