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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

MAY, 1949

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 250,811 M ft.
in May 1949 as compared with 210,821 M ft. in May 1948,an increase of 16.0 p.c.
over the previous year and an increase of 17.5 p.c. over the previous month. Pro-
duction of Coast mills, which account for 75.0 p.c. of the total, showed an increase
of 7.9 p.c. over the same month of the previous year, and the Interior mills, which
produced the remaining 25.0 p.c. showed an increase of 40.2 p.c. Shipments in
May 1949 totalled 244,791 M ft., as compared with 230,128 M {t. the previous year,
an increase of 6.0 p.c. with Coast mills registering an increase of 1.6 p.c. and
Interior mills an increase of 28.4 p.c. Total shipments for May increased by 9.9
p.c. over the April figure of 220,703 M ft. Stocks on hand at the end of May 1949
amounted to 374,435 M ft., as compared with 254,009 M ft. at the end of May, the
previous year and 341,411 M ft. at the end of April of this year. Coast mills
reported stocks totalling 250,213 M ft., while Interior mills showed 124,222 M ft.

Summary Figures

Table 1 gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of
sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for April and May 1948
and 1949. Details by species are given for production and stocks, while shipments
are shown by destination. Total production decreased from 211,946 M ft. in
April 1948 to 210,821 M ft. in May 1948 but increased from 206,958 M ft. in April
to 250,811 M ft. in May 1949. Shipments totalled 220,703 M ft. in April 1949 and
244,791 M ft. in May 1949 as compared with 236,932 M ft. in April and 230,128
M ft. in May of 1948. Stocks on hand at sawmills decreased from 265,206 M ft.
in April 1948 to 254,009 M ft. in May but increased from 341, 411 M ft. in April
1949 to 374,435 M ft. in May of this year.

Production

Table 2 gives particulars of lumber and tie productfon for Coast mills and
Interior mills separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and
ties, by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 178,003
M ft. in May 1949 as compared with 58,045 M ft. reported by Interior mills.

Sawn tie production of Coast mills was 10,026 M ft. in May as compared with

4,737 M ft. for Interior mills. Coast mills accounted for 75.0 p.c. of the total pro-
duction of sawn lumber and ties in May 1949 as compared with 82.2 p.c. the previous
year. The percentages of Coast mills during April 1949 and 1948 respectively, were
80.5 and 84.6 p.c.



Shipments

T Table 3 gives delails of lumber and tiz ahismaats, by monthe for Coasth milla

and Interior mills separately. Shipmenis by truck, by rail and waterborne are shewn
for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, te the United Kingdom and
to other countries, tor all mills reporting. 1otal estimated shipments of non-report-
ing mills are also given. It is to be noted, however, that some lumber originally re-
ported as having been shipped to points in British Columbia may have been re-shipped
to other provinces or exported by the purchasers and reported by them also, thereby
causing a certain amount of duplication.

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 197,045 M ft. in May of 1949 and 183,334
M ft. in April 1949 as compared with 195,940 \ ft. in May 1948 and 199,529 M ft.
in the previous month. while the Interior mills shipped 47,746 M ft. and 34,188
M ft. in May 1949, and 1948 and 37,369 M ft. and 37,403 M ft. in April 1949 and 1948.
Of all shipments actually reported for May, 52.5 p.c. went to points in Canada, 20.4
p-c. to points in United States, 17.6 p.c. to the United Kingdom and 8.7 p.c. to other
countries. Shipments to unspecified destinations accounted for the remainder (0.8
p.c.). Waterborne shipments accounted for 33.4 p.c. of the total, while 40.1 p.c.
went by rail, about 25.7 p.c. by truck and 0.8 p.c. by unspecified carriers.

Stocks

T Table 4 gives particulars of stocks of lnmber and ties at sawmills by months.
It distinguishes between stocks sold bzf not shipped and stocks unsold, and between
stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at Coast mills in
April and May 1949 amounted to 245,234 M ft. and 250,213 M ft. as compared with
194,648 M ft. and 192,386 M ft. in April and May of 1948. Interior mills stocks
decreased from 70,558 M ft. in April to 61,623 M ft. in May 1948, but increased
from 96,177 M ft, in April to 124,222 M ft. in May 1949. Unsold stocks accounted
for approximately 36.4 p.c. of the total in May 1949, as compared with 32.6 p.c.

in May 1948 for Coast mills, while for the Interior mills the percentages were,
respectively, 76.4 and 77.2.

Orders on Hand

T Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand at the end of the months of
April and May 1948 and 1949, for Coast mills only. Similar information is not col-
lected from Interior mills and no attempt has been made to estimate orders on hand
of non-reporting mills on the Coast. Destination and mode of shipments are shown
in this table, which also gives total lurmber purchases reported by some mills. Total
orders on hand at the end of May 1949, amounted to 229,897 M ft. as compared with
480,924 M ft. in May 1948. Orders on hand at the end of April 1949 and 1948,
amounted to 287,449 M ft. and 487,361 M ft., respectively. Purchases of lumber
from other mills amounted to 7,112 M ft. in May 1949 and 5,983 M ft. in May 1948

as compared with 11,042 M ft. in April 1949 and 7,327 M ft.in April 1948.

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the number of active mills reporting each month for the Coast and
Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for May accounted for 74.6 p.c.
of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1947 compared with
81.1 p.c. for the previous year. The percentages for April 1948 and 1949 were 89.3
and 83.8, respectively. It is hoped that the compilation will eventually include all
mills in the 500,000 feet and over classification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers' Association,
Western . umber Manufacturers! Association of Canada, Interior LLumber Manu-
facturers' Association and Northern Interior LLumbermen's Association in the
collection of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged.
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‘Table | - Comparative Summary of Production, Shipments and Stocks of Lumber and

Ties of British Columbia Sawmills, May, 1949

May April 5 Months
1949 1948 1949 1948 1949 1948
PRODUCTION

D, b7 U O G SRR PRI S B A5G 3 ) AF13 5352 112,559 109,469 580,012 546,412

)= - ol T S SN et~ 43,936 43,748 38,840 50,797 198,638 240,061

VISR AT & ool cereeodsbolic 12808 =02 7. 966 1,054 5,289 6,776

BREENCIEdar. . . sops s oo o000 mis biomn 24,542 21,006 22Ma0Py | 21,212 100,942 104,963

EIRIGIE. o o alt S w1e o4 o o » Sosforiase 29,780 19,732 20,587 17,602 1132 .. 165 114,592

MVBBTE E1NE  olo'ssussessssnsonyson S IR, ZE 5138 2,953 2,434 14,441 17,584

Ponderosa Pine .....c......0 5,143 3,263 3,185 3,073 14,552 13,068

Lodgepole Pine ...cc.cvt-.... 700 396 669 376 3,733 2,413

All other softwoods ......... 5,250 4,485 3,042 4,746 Lt 676 25,574

ifotal softwoods ..vieeibenes 249,563 209,527 205,843 210,763 1,067,448 1,071,443

Red Alder .......... Sretors YELEL 3 584 408 638 368 2,743 2,040

e S S P PR s TP e SR 260 231 208 p k)| 15390 1,216

TEH T 70T 01 e e S o e 3 133 74 67 69 443 366

Cottonwood .....cccovvaieoonee 243 579 166 535 1,227 206121

All other hardwoods ........ 28 2 36 - 86 6

ilotS]" hardwWoods' .ol a 1,248 1,294 I 515 1,183 5,889 6,249
Total softwoods
and hardwoods ..... 25 O SHININ 32 RO S728] 206,958 211,946 1,073,337 1,077,692
SHIPMENTS T %

To: Points in Canada ....... 101,368 78,710 87,286 97,028 392,230 449,454
Points™in U.S.A. .i..... 39,295 46,893 S 1wS0% 53,846 244,574 247,204
United Kingdom ........ 33,967 36,746 32,162 39,926 145,626 192,019
Other countries ........ V6 =38 = 29758 2605, ' 5213 160 95,853 93,248
Destination not specified 1,534 1,247 1,671 1,408 (i 1172 6,318

Total shipments reported 193 002 192,754 193,226 215,369 884,600 988,243

Estimated shipments of

non-reporting mills..... Ny 51,789 37,374 240 21,563 162,244 127,188
Total shipments
reported and estimated... 244,791 230,128 220,703 236,932 1,046,844 1,115,431
May April
1949 1948 1949 1948
STOCKS ON HAND MTt. NI TENITHES M it.

Douglas Fir ........ EEFE Ao | e, 2188 125,620 166,788 126,184

R ER G IO IE o o2 . 5 e Tain s alais oo o 66,004 48,243 65,074 49,772

Balsam Fir .......... s fXoters 2,024 1,621 1.83%20 1,543

Bled (Gedarll 2. e b sssorss 34,967 23,168 32,597 24,638

T O D A 58,398 31,193 45,402 36,926

T 2 0 0 Sy & g bak 4 hra] 8,390 8,085 7,842 8,389

Ponderosa Pin€e ...c.ocvveene. 13,390 6,930 9,009 s3]

edeepolewPine ...\"...... .. 1,442 807 1,'592 817

All other softwoods ......... 11,849 7,099 10,521 8,116

Total softwoods ..cceveeenes 372,853 252,766 340,145 263,966

RliedwAlder . his oo, 4 L. L Reoltodh « 536 292 461 2915

BUABAE, . orsuasenseesrneensessmee 387 206 314 203

SRR N, Sy, W e Sor e 145 102 103 9

Coltonwood wasrscsres saae 514 643 388 650

All other hardwoods ........ - - ; - -

Total hardwoods .......... TAoRZ 1,243 . 1,266 1,230
Total softwoods and
hardwoods.... 374,435 254,009 341,411 265,206
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Table 2. - Lumber ang__Ties Sawn

May, 1949
Species " COAST MILLS INTERIOR MILLS
Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated  Total
MIt.o.m. M it.b.m. M IT.b.m. MIt.b.m. M IT.b.m. M iti6in.
LUMBER

Ehilgias Fir .......... 93,376 11,761 105,137 10,497 9,033 19,530
BEIRNTOCK . vcecveaenonons 26,360 11,960 38,320 1,411 1,460 2,871
J7 S e 0t N N 663 103 766 ozl 296 417
BlediCedar ..coeueee..s 19,199 3,718 212891 651 791 1,442
SIBLUCE .covcvovioosvonss 5,038 1, 67% 6,715 10,673 12,014 22,687
White Pine ............ 2,529 2 2,601 574 674 1,248
Ponderosa Pine ..... - - - 3,007 2,102 5,109
L.odgepole Pine ..... - 18 19 90 375 465
All other softwoods. 453 40 493 1,603 2,466 4,069
Total, softwoods .. P47, 618 F | 2 9ERI510) 1769968 28,627 29 210l 57,838
Bled Alder . ....coece.. 384 200 584 - - -
PREIOIE” L', L amiesioe ve s b o 94 166 260 - - -
2 5ol o R R 42 48 90 23 20 43
@ottonwood . &.c.ecees 30 49 79 46 L2 158
All other hardwoods 22 - 22 6 - 6
Total, hardwoods . 572 463 150315 75 132 207

Total, softwoods
and hardwoods.. 148,190 29,813 178,003 28,702 29,343 58,045

TIES

Bonpilials LB ok onets S (i 1,262 7,034 1,548 1,894 3,442
Blemloclk. oo anees otioe. 2,418 3185 2 313 6 6 12
BElsEm i ... veiee s - 11 11 - 24 24
Red Cedar ...c.ccuvee. 164 15 179 4 - 4
BRce ... o0licecnne. - §7 57 64 257 321
White Pine ........... - - - - 2 2
Ponderosa Pine ..... - - - - 34 34
Lodgepole Pine ..... - - - - 216 216
All other softwoods. 12 - 12 320 356 676
Total, softwoods . 8,366 1,660 10,026 1,942 2,789 4,731
Red Alder.......cc.co. - - - - - -
A pIE™. ... eeiooniass - - - - - -
TN T e R s - - - - - - -
Cottonwood ........... - ~ - - 6 6
All other hardwoods - - - - - -
Total, hardwoods.. - - - - 6 6

Total, softwoods
and hardwoods. 8,366 1,660 10,026 1,942 2,795 4,737
LUMBER AND TIES 1561 51568~ /13543 188,029 30,644 3251818 62,782
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Table 3. - Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties

May, 1949
o By Truck By Water - Total
{Local Sales) Rail borne Shipments
L LA MUY YT MEtt.biraees NIREE B, | MW B NSRS
TO: Points in Canada:
British Columbia ...... i) L N 41,990 SREZ2 1,031 46,550
70107 i o g S I S L 4,322 XXXXXX 4,322
Saskatchewan ....... =, - o33 Halte ¥t Drws o5 4 shas 4,540 XXXXXX 4,540
MIGTRAE ORI e seseesssoss ey B < o e de s 6,234 RKXXKXXX 6,234
O DIESTEIIITNC . B ;3100 7016 o 0 008 ofibs o0 T sreias biore R il et s 11,166 - 18 MG
CQMEIBEIC! 4 coisis oo sssasiasses PV - o 10 REHGToR ools § o) T - 8% S
New Brunswick ........ 3 AT AN SRR T Srethe 4% 0 Tas 424 - 424
DGR OEIAT o Veialaloigie sioie s 4 slo/e/a e lalbiminlaia's 6'ols o oiols/ais ojolhe 203 - 203
IPrnce NBaWATd ESTATIA .ciaubions s ssiassieeudesn 25 - 25
Total for Canada ..... P 5 “41,990 34,020 1,031 71,040 )
Points in U.S.A.:
Pacilic Ports ........... 5l S35 e T ST 501 3T 1,878
ACTantACERPOTES sud.ves i L PR o s T e 514 13,725 14,239
Othesipeints,| by rail .. lcoheeee caness 19,065 XXXXXX 19,065
INGURNPTOTIEIIS JA G o s soi0e s Hoa o 5o & 000 a - sisia 5o = : 720,080 15,102 35,182
United Kingdom ..ceeveveinieicnenrennnnns e x 1,083 32,516 33,599
@ U O €S s vo 0109 ois o = 576001078 STeToroiors b sTorsissrs srae oo X 1,425 15,389 16,814
| estinationtonicaries not SPECIfied . .opoess bmmons dasilaianis s oo oioiasooasos 1,534
| Total shipments reported .... F1,990 56,608 64,038 164, 1707
| Estimated shipments of
| noREEEPOERNEENE LSy 2563 -7 EEa s S s AR Gr g TP CF AT 5 cro T S e LT 1 SEIBTE
| Total shipments, reported and estimated ....... retois . &s . IS oo ARGHE 197,045
INTERIOR MILLS T
TO: Points in Canada:
Bt IS Y GONTTADIN ciete 5 = =/ « 2+ » shniaie e 7,427 2,729 - 10,156
VAVITE TR E 27a o aroiaio o o sidiake o « 5 s 0 S0 300 SRBI0 XXXXXX 5,430
Saskatchewan ...ccoceeiceeenannen £ Y T oo Moo d 1,694 XXXXXX 1,694
DMARIRODA .+ deseesseeseoronscs O 0 I I o o B 1,932 XXXXXK 1,932
OTITEACMEE I oo o & o.oo0ieis/ss o tios o 0 Sineelaiomalss LN, oo 4,654 - 4,654
Quebec ...ovonens ~ o= ) Lo L S ¢ 461 - 461
New Brunswick ..... olef s1oTu s szalele = oro Yol RexBIsIalo 18 0to oS - - -
IN[OREEINSIG QRAENS 1z ifols s 8 518 sjs|e78 315 §/oig 1016 o1 5To7a STe o & aTolelalars = = F
Prince Edward Island ...... B T Uoomr oo . - - =
Tokal for* Canada .....ccecorvens 7,727 716,600 - 24,327
Points in U.S.A.:
PRI TPRIET 15.eco st 55550 000 sisiasmnss o TISTEG ¢ fereE & 3% - 2
Atlantic Ports ...ccoece. o135 010,030 aToTs brs JOE STW Ao 148 34 182
Other points, by rail ....... Feisss B Yo = oY 3,894 XXXXXX 3,894
ot E o T USITA G e o 'sio an e W S OO 4,079 34 4,113
United Kingdom .....ceoveeeennvecaos SRl e riteratesohe 3 28 340 368
Ofilier countrie s .....c.coeivesonionsosonoos gl i, % 22 2 24
Destination or carrier not specified ...ocvvveevencone. Do o A o g0 slom e alujetelotl -
Total shipments reported .... X227 20,729 376 28,832
Estimated shipments of
non-reporting mills ............ N, Yot ot o o By st Wit oielete Py MNer 18,914
‘Total shipments, reported and estimated....... T LR S 47,746

x Shipped ny rail 0 Eastero Sendoard Ford.
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Table 4. - Stocks of Lumber and Ties at Sawmills

May, 1949

Species COAST MILLS INTERIOR MILLS

Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated  Total
. MEebim., MEbhm. MItb.m, M it.b.m. M It.b.m. M It.birag
SOLD(but not shipped)

§ 0o <D ETCTI 2R T P 81,487 11,026 92,513 52515 Stk 12 10,627
EErOG ..bececvecesas 27,672 10,393 38,065 - 686 686
Balsam Fir ........... 237 96 8135 - 150 150
Red Cedar ......... 15,745 3,160 182905 © 199 370 569
SRR UGE = SFovi - 2,752 1,468 4,220 4. (59 72 5,740 9,412
W hite Pine ........ 4,137 62 4,199 685 316 1,001
Ponderosa Pine ..... - - - 4,139 998 5, 158
Weldgepale Pine '..... - 16 16 - AT 277
All other softwoods. 259 34 293 56 1,320 1,376

Total, softwoods .. 1822289 - § 260,255 158,544 14,266 14,970 29,236
Red Alder ............ 100 169 269 - - -
T RIS Rt 87 141 228 > o =
12 R S T 38 41 79 - 9 s
Cottonwood ..... Son 42 41 83 70 56 126
All other hardwoods ' - - - - - -

Total, hardwoods . 267 392 659 70 65 135

Total, softwoods

and hardwoods . 132,556 '. 26,64 159,203 14,336 15,035 295%0E

UNSOLD
SRERIAS T IT ..o ioens . 40,012 6,303 46,315 10,425 16,509 26,934
HemlocK ceovieinnnnae L 7NE2T 5,941 23,568 1,470 2,215 3,685
Balsam Fir .c.coeoeis 550 55 605 453 483 936
Red Cedar .........c.. 11,060 1,807 12,867 1,431 1,195 2,626
B . i e 2,430 839 BrZbIl 2025958 18,539 41,497
White Pine ....co0vvv.n. 930 36 965 1,204 1,021 2,525
Ponderosa Pine ..... - - - L1025 Bp22\7 8,252
Lodgepole Pine ..... - 9 9 247 893 1,140
All other softwoods. 2,904 20 2,924 29912 4,264 7,256

Total, softwoods .. 753513 15,009 . 90,522 46,205 48,346 94,551
Red Alder ............ 170 9v 267 - - -
Maple ....ovvenen. ] e 79 80 159 = = =
BREChE . ..oes... SPEN, .. - 23 28 4 30 34
Cottonwood ........... 15 24 B 88 178 266
All other hardwoods - - - - - -

Total, hardwoods.. 264 224 488 4 208 300

Total, softwoods

and hardwoods.. TS AT HBS238 91,010 46,297 48,554 94,851

SOLD AND UNSOLD 208,333 41,880 260,213] 60,49 63,589 124,222
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Table 5. - Distribution of Orders on Hand at End of May, 1949 and
Lumber Purchased from Other Mills (Coast Mills Only)

Month ending -

May April
1949 1948 1949 1948
"ok @ M fit. NOIRE M {t. M it.
ORDERS ON HAND
For shipment to points in British Columb!la
IR RN e O TR L 29,451 19,885 26,996
Coastwise and interior .......cccvveeen. 5,607 SR 6ri233 5,976
TG ST TN O SN § (LSRR, S 234502 35,388 26,118 3289702
For Shipment by rail to:
Prairie Provinces c.coceivecereeccnsenes 21,418 20,630 21,679 18,289
Eastern Provinces ........... . 27,835 37,754 29,421 35,969
United States of America «icveevvenses - 20,287 40,(')}4 28,946 3RS
I 011 %) W R S S e LT SR 69,540 98,‘}9_8 80,046 89,446
For waterborne shipment to:
(@i BT e hp o i D o I - 1,488 769 620
St AN Gt Potts ™. .o iddien. & 5 oo BWZNE 7,089 13,445 5,054
Eastern®Cranada ... s 1o o eneie 423 - 2,808 2,100
BXPOGLE MABKES 50, o0 oo spme s . ee... 128,214 338,551 164,263 357,169
NPl L. . Lo Rk Foe .« o oA N 136,855 347,128 1 815285 364,943
TOTAL ORDERS ON HAND ..... 22BN 480,924 287,449 487,361
May April
1949 1948 1949 1948
LUMBER PURCHASED FROM OTHER
DV SIS O 5, TAaPVeR . (ol ste-s ove AP oo AR e 2 BH9I88 11,042 TRBIN
Table 6. - Number of Active Mills Reporting, May, 1949
“May April
1949 1948 1949 1948
@oalst .......0 kb .. o ool sise Yo B e BN . N 130 106 130 112
BRHEITIOT i 5 o5t s o0 oniabioimeld srers. . Sal.ervyr: .. No il Il 107 94 110
Total, British Columbia .-c.cvaeeenne.. No. 241 213 224 222

A few returns received after compilations were closed, have been omitted.
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