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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

September, 1950

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 336,678 M ft.
in September 1950 as compared with 260,272 M ft. in September 1949, an increase
of 29.3 p.c. over the previous year but a decrease of 3.7 p.c. from the previous
month. Production of Coast mills, which account for 70.5 p.c. of the total, showed
an increase of 25.1 p.c. over the same month of the previous year, and the Interior
mills, which produced the remaining 29.5 p.c. showed an increase of 40.7 p.c. Ship-
ments in September 1950 totalled 316,615 M ft., as compared with 241,285 M ft. the
previous year, an increase of 31.2 p.c. with Coast mills registering an increase of
20.0 p.c. and Interior mills an increase of 72.0 p.c. Total shipments for September
increased by 0.2 p.c, over the August figure of 316,049 M ft. Stocks on hand at the
end of September 1950 amounted to 356,857 M ft., as compared with 358,848 M ft.
at the end of September the previous year and 346,609 M ft. at the end of August of
this year. Coast mills reported stocks totalling 232,926 M ft., while Interior mills
showed 123,931 M ft.

Summary Figures

Table | gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of
sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for August and September
1949 and 1950. Details by species are given for production and stocks, while ship-
ments are shown by destination. Total production decreased from 279,794 M f{t. in
August 1949 to 260,272 M ft. in September 1949 and from 349,727 M ft. in August to
336,678 M ft. in September 1950. Shipments totalled 316,049 M ft. in August 1950
and 316,615 M ft. in September 1950 as compared with 265,699 M ft. in August and
241,285 M f{t. in September of 1949. Stocks on hand at sawmills decreased from
373,901 M f{t. in August 1949 to 358,848 M ft. in September but increased from 346, -
609 M ft. in August 1950 to 356,857 M ft. in September of this year.

Production

Table 2 gives particulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and
Interior mills separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and
ties, by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 235,520
M ft. in September 1950 as compared with 95,611 M ft. reported by Interior mills.
Sawn tie production of Coast mills was 1,776 M ft. in September as compared with
3,771 M f{t. for Interior mills. Coast mills accounted for 70.5 p.c. of the total pro-
duction of sawn lumber and ties in September 1950 as compared with 72.9 p.c. the
previous year. The percentages of Coast mills during August 1950 and 1949 res-
pectively, were 69.0 and 70.8 p.c.

Prepared in the Forestry Section, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa.



Shipments

Table 3 gives details of lumber and tie shipments, by months, for Coast mills
and Interior mills separately. Shipments by truck, by rail and waterborne are shown
for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to the United Kingdom and
to other countries for all mills reporting. Total estimated shipments of non-re porting
mills are also given. If is to be noted. however, that some lumber originally reported
as having been shipped to points in British Columbia may have been re-shipped to other
provinces or exported by the purchasers and reported by them also, thereby causing a
certain amount of duplication

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 226,654 M ft. in September of 1950 and
234,702 M ft. in August 1950 as compared with 188,967 M ft. in September 1949 and 209, -
031 M ft. in the previous month, while the Interior mills shipped 89,961 M ft. and
52.318 M ft. in September 1950 and 1949 and 81.347M ft. and 56,668 M ft. in August
1950 and 1949. Of all shipments actually reported for September, 34.1 p.c. went to
points in Canada, 53.6 p.<. to points in United States, 4.7 p.c. to the United Kingdom
and 7.6 p.c. to other countries. Waterborne shipments accounted fer 39.0 p.c. of the
total, while 43.4 p.c. went by rail and 17.6 p.r. by truck.

Stocks

Table 4 gives particulars of stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills, by months.
It distinguishes between stocks sold but not shipped and stocks unsold, and between
stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at Coast mills in August
and September 1950 amounted to 228,293 M ft. and 232,926 M ft. as compared with
228,358 M ft. and 226,256 M ft. in August and September 1949. Interior mills stocks
decreased from 145,543 M ft. in August to 132,592 M {t. in September 1949, but in-
creased from 118,316 M ft. in August to 123.931 M ft. in Septemher 1950. Unsold
stocks accounted for approximately 32.6 p.c. of the total in September 1950, as com-
pared with 40.6 p.c. in September 1949 for Coast mills, while for the Interior mills
the percentages were, respectively. 78.8 and 77.8 .

Orders on Hand

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand at tht end of the months of
August and September 1949 and 1950, for Coast mills only. Similar information is
not collected from Interior mills ard no attempt has been made to estimate orders
on hand of non~reporting mills en the Coast. Destination and mode of shipments
are shown in this table, which also gives total lumber purchases reported by some
mills. Total orders on hand at the end of September 1950, amounted to 530,261 M ft.
as compared with 208,149 M ft. in September 1949. Orders on hand at the end of
August 1950 and 1949, amounted to 471,612 M ft. and 222,764 M ft., respectively.
Purchases of lumber from cither mills amounted to 9,934 M ft. in September 1950 and
7,400 M ft. in September 1949 as compared with 10,010 M ft. in August 1950 and 10, -
517 M ft. in August 1949.

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the mumbay of sebive mills reparting each maonth fér the Coast
and Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporiing for September accounted for
79.1 p.c. of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1948 com-
pared with 78.5 p.c. for the previous year. The percentages for August 1949 and
1950 were 76.2 and 76.3, respectively. It is hoped that the compilation will event-
ually include all mills in the 500,000 feet and over classification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia LLumber Manufacturers' Association,
Interior . umber Manufacturers' Association and Northern Interior LLumbermen's
Association in the collection of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged.
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Table 1. - Comparative Summary of Production, Shipments and Stocks of Lumber

and Ties of British Columbia Sawmills, September, 1950.

September August 9 Months

1950 1949 1950 1949 1950 1949

PRODUCTICN M ft. - M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft.
Douglas Fir ........... 174,548 140,161 171,112 145,520 1,259,298 1,128,231
Hemlock ... ............ 59,947 46,304 71,607 (01 e | 470,922 377,896
Balsam Fir ........ ool 3,362 1,364 2,339 2,168 25,118 10,706
Red Cedar ............. 27,285 21,988 26,782 26,448 219,627 196,308
BBEOEE ...op.osieeceacnss 53,260 35,695 55,850 39,756 329,086 284,690
White Pine ............ 3,491 4,007 5,447 2,156 2 B NG i) 215,575
Ponderosa Pine ....... S 75T 4,105 3,943 5,618 32,840 35,097
L.odgepole Pine ....... 1,650 612 1,934 688 9,937 6,741
All other softwoods .. 8,398 4,947 9,650 6,087 47,955 41,165
Total softwoods .... 335,698 259,183 338,664 278,572 2,427,176 2,106,409
Red Alder ... ......... 406 449 480 438 3,569 ~ 4,678
Maple ... G e veTe sxoisi 305 353 354 328 2,843 2,802
Birch ............ o . g5 97 83 97 741 819
Cottonwood ........... 174 190 146 359 1,729 2,476
All other hardwoods .. - - - - 157 86
Total harawoods .. 980 1,089 1,063 5222 T UAY T T G

Total softwoods and
hardwoods .... 336,678 260,272 349,727 279,794 2,436,215 2,117,270
SHIPMENTS

To: Points in Canada. 91,684 90,247 83,806 105,783 704,128 802,279
Points in U.S.A.... 144,046 70,311 141,561 53,936 1,087,178 446,230
United Kingdom .. 12,612 38,265 18,731 31,344 113,006 287,186
QOther countries ... 20.477 11,021 25%,342 39,158 173,292 183,709
Destination not specified - 8,002

Total shipments reported ZEB_BT‘T—ZW Wmmﬁ
Estimated shipments of
non-reporting mills. 47 796 31.441 46,609 35,478 305,556 304,842
Total shipments
reported and estimated 316,615 241,285 316,049 265,699 2,383,160 2,032,248

September August
1950 1949 1950 1949
STOCKS ON HAND
Douglas Fir ............. 169,795 170,876 - 164,634 169,114
Hemlock ................ 59,097 54,823 59,604 61,586
Balsam Fir ............ 2,266 1,993 1,460 2,610
Red Cedar ............ .. 25,296 30,946 25,566 31,917
Birce ......v.co0ciiienn 65,407 67,654 57,791 73,947
White Pine. .........c..... 356 8,670 12,392 5,976
Ponderosa Pine ...... 9.932 10,564 12,070 14,028
Lodgepole Pine ........ 1,799 1,119 1,994 1,237
All other softwoods ... 10,876 10,983 9,909 11,761
Total softwoods .... 355,804 357,628 345,420 372,176
Red Alder .........c.00. 474 SEIL) 429 =T T 450Rs
BMaple .......c.csveeenies 329 384 427 476
BUCh  sut.oee dessesmahe i 85 164 114 182
Cottonwood ............. 223 33,7 2T 615
All other hardwoods .. % - Z %
Total hardwoods .... 1,053 1,220 1,189 AR .7

Total softwoods and
hardwoods ..... 356,857 358,848 346,609 373,901
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Table 2. - Lumbel_'_and Ties Sawn

September, 1950

COAST MILLS

INTERIOR MILLS

Species )
= Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m.
I_.iJMBER
Douglas Fir ...... 131,948 10,089 142,037 17,196 11,928 29,124
Hemlock ......... 53,775 2,703 56,478 1,790 1,174 2,964
Balsam Fir ...... 2,492 52 2,544 362 422 784
Red Cedar ........ 22,305 2,599 24,904 1,751 622 2 8WE
Sgruce .....l.. 5,200 1,050 6,250 19,946 26,878 46,824
White Pine ........ 1,583 90 1,673 1,014 798 1.812
Ponderosa Pine .. - 35 35 1,764 1,946 3,710
Lodgepole Pine . - 2 2 245 1,259 1,504
All other softwoods 689 3 692 e 28] 4,716 6,441
Total, softwoods 217,992 16,623 234,615 45,793 49,743 95,536
BeS Dlderr o b 206 200 406 = 3 -
DEERELES . . s e el o 195 110 305 - - -
BUaehe . L4 s LN s 43 39 82 - 13 13
Cottonwood ...... 86 26 112 10 52 62
All other hardwoods - - = - & !
Total, hardwoods 530 375 905 10 65 75
Total, softwoods
& hardwoods .... 218,522 16,998 235,520 45,803 49,808 95,611
TIES
Douglas Fir ....... 782 481 1,263 791 15393 2,124
Hemlock ........... 383 118 501 - 4 4
Balsam Fir ....... - Z 2 - 32 32
Red Cedar ....... - - - - 8 8
Spruce  ...sm A e - 10 10 - 176 176
White Pine ....... - - = - 6 6
Ponderosa Pine ... - - - - 12 1z
Lodgepole Pine ... - - - - 144 144
All other softwoods - - - BT 1,228 1,265
Total. softwoods 1,165 611 1,776 828 2,944 ST
Red Alder .......... - - 5 = - -
ML . oo inis - issie bt - - - - - -
BORGh: oot i gt - - - - - -
Cottonwood ......... - - - - - -
All other hardwoods - - - - - -
Total, hardwoods - - = = a 1
Total, softwoods and
hardwoods ....... 1,165 611 1,776 828 2,943 3 THL
LUMBER AND TIES 219,687 17,609 237,296 46,631 5 287 Byl 99,382
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Table 3 - Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties, September, 1950.

By Truck By Water- Total
(Local Sales) Rail borne Shipments
i COAST MILLS M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m.
TO- Points in Canada:
British Columbia ............ 34,033 2,962 672 37,667
Yukon and Northwest Territories ............ 28 29 il
IRErtal 1. Swa bl o bl Lt St Ly YIRS mmnr ot 2,193 XXXXXXXX 2,193
SaskatCheWan  ..v.ciiivieriuscenencoreessssrsansnes 2,449 XXXXXXXX 2,449
IAERIEOIA . -5 i creme opoimsmen ol ol is s o stasis o ole o ohsle slefaforste 2,797 XXXXX XXX 2,097
@IIPEIEAE. B o 15 £76s oramrorehe. Slinerapse olise aq s erelslsloreroiial Toe R 8,862 - 8,862
QUEDEC .t ireieiiieeereriietreoerer s arnananas 3,196 3215 6,409
New Brunswick . ...c.cioeiiiieianroeerrioeenionse 364 I', ‘26, 1,490
OB SGOMA 40 es o 35 o e o sis o 0 i Takble s/alaiorn o s 0 = o 465 o7 4 AR 315 - <
Prince Edward Island ............ SR e iale 49 - 49
Newfoundland ... ... .. i iiiiiimiireinnnnnnnnnns 30 - 30
Total for Canada .......... 34 035 23,245 5,040 62,318
Points in U.S.A.: .
PRIGHIC FOITS e oo s Tt Welovssarsl’ L - J 0% 8| 91 I JdRZ 2
Atlantic Ports ............ O PR o (S IR 407 66,899 61,306
Dbt pagints, By mail  "leeadicesbin die e ke 9% 51,145 XXXXX XXX 51,145
Rataill for UeSTACS o s’ gttt Sosakth T 52,583 66,690 11955651 5
Mimited TREMEAODR ©  ..oooionerdbphoosomnsoos loogas S0 X . d47  _I&aliF -, e
Other countries  ......coooiriiiieeiiinivoisnennss X 91 20,386 20,477
PeiShinatiopsor carrie® hot. Specifiled. 4. .. ueeme'cs oo o ATl ol ot on 8 -
Total shipments reported.. 34,033 76,066 104,590 214689
Estimated shipments of non-reportingmills ....... . ecvee. oo cihideh s viiace s LIT96%
Tetal shipments, reportediandsestimated oot donsm. 8000, 226,654
INTERIOR MILLS
TO: Points in C anada:
British Columbia .............. 12,810 1,081 - 13,891
Yukon and Northwest Territories - - - -
UN e (G R ey, o8 B = o 533 5.134 XXXXXXXX 5,667
SASKETCREWATT  eriodthe Toreietis BB ietuats orsis:sieiol Rl 3,978 KEXXXKXXX 3,978
ManiEOBR oo B ia oo o o o SarmeE Mebitess orerarore ol sfatate 3,057 KAXXX XXX 3,067
(0);911:4=17 23 Ko ) ARNNNENRP SR R PPRRPRR ™ o TS5 S S, b = 2,546 - 2,546
QUEBEE . oo Borrers valelocroonn SN WS g b R 227 - 220
New BrunswiCKk .....civieeiceeccrneeinserorsnnnaess - - -
Nowa SIFOMIB. 5 .o o « o mefs’s Setsratmions Bl s o biage: Horarsfoese el B - - -
Prince Edward Island  .............. ) - - -
Newfounmdland ... ceecese. om0 i« - - -
Total for Canada ............ 13,543 16,023 - 29,366
Points in U.S.A:
IPRGHTIC JROTHE i e e sioiers oin g s1hSlietor ot o fersriios B 17 - 17
AREARTIC POTHS o ceumeiammas @8 s o o 55 sisisiare s aTore s orats 107 - 107
Other points, by rail ......lceiviimmeeniiiiiig 24 349 X KXXXXXX 24,549
IRCBaNL O AU SIPAY Pt dertatogaiste: T ate oborsroisfolett srovid 24,473 - 24,473
UntiedlSRigdanm | J . e SRl A ..o ers.tes x 50 241 291
Other countries  ....... = AR =%, 5’4 - - -
Destination 6r cafriernol speeufifedt sk, ... oo -n. b Mmool L L S B -
Total shipments reported ... 137343 40,546 241 DA
Estimated shipments of non-reporiing mills .....7. T I T e 35,831
Total Shipments, reported and estimated  .........cc.coecviviiieninnns 9T

x Shipped by rail to Eastern Seaboard Ports.



Table 4. -~ Stocks of Lumber and Ties at Sawmills

ABS

September. 1950

an B e Caa™ Mk,

INTEERJOR

NMOSES

Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated  Total
Mit.tb.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m.

SOLD(but not shipped)
Douglas Fir ... 88,675 6.989 95,664 2 3,509 6,320
Hemlock ............ 32,814 1.865 34,679 460 312 772
Balsam Fir ........ 862 36 898 54 120 174
Red Cedar .......... 13,222 1718 14 940 187 167 354
SRAgEe ... 5 P 3,827 702 4,529 4,583 7.159 11,742
White Pine ......... 5,325 59 5,384 1,030 213 1,243
Ponderosa Pine ... 4 23 2 2,784 518 3,302
LLodgepole Pine .... - | 1 15 371 386
All other softwoods 93 2 95 385 e 572 1,957

Total, softwoods 144,822 11,395 156,217 12,309 13,941 26,250
BiediiAlder S oo 00 190 132 322 - - -
N ¢ . .. 5. . 4. 1i5% 73 225 - - -
BIGERl | T 30 26 56 - 3 3
Cottonwood .......... 74 gL 91 30 14 44
All other hardwoods - - B~ - - -

Total, hardwoods 446 248 694 30 17 47

Total, softwoods

and hardwoods ... 145 268 11,643 156,911 12,339 13,958 26,297

UNSOLD
Douglas Fir ......... 38.043 3.386 41,429 13,354 13,028 26,382
Heaplock ..20. 0. 20,422 904 21,326 1,163 IhiLSiZ 23210
BlRlsam FirV-.iuo.4 477 17 494 254 446 700
Red Cedar .......... 7.058 832 7.890 1,493 619 282
SAREBE +.5::h .00 1,944 340 2,284 20,274 26.578 46,852
White Pine ......... 743 29 Vi 3,147 790 3,937
Ponderosa Pine .... - 1l 11 4.669 1,923 6,592
Lodgepole Pine .... - - - 34 15 3is 1,412
All other softwoods 1.583 1 1.584 1,400 5,840 7,240

Total, softwoods 70.270 5.520 75,790 45.788 51,759 97.547
Red Alder ......... 28 64 92 - - =
Maple ....... o sdigmencl 69 ¥s 104 - - ~
BhiEdh ' 5. Joow et . 1 12 13 - 13 13
Cottonwood . ........ 5 9 14 25 51 74
All other hardwoods 2 - 2 - - -

Total, hardwoods 105 120 225 23 64 87

Total, softwoods

and hardwoods ... 70,375 5,640 76,015 45 811 51.823 97.634
SOLD AND UNSOLD 215,643 17,283 232,926 58.150 65,781 123,931
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Table 5. - Distribution of Orders on Hand at End of September, 1950 and

Lumber Purchased from Other Mills ( Coast mills Only)

Month ending -

September August
1950 1949 1950 1949
ORDERS ON HAND
For shipment to points in British Columbia
R L s s ¢ 13,971 14,542 13,383 16,811
Coastwise and interior .........c....0 3,523 2,291 4,088 2,911
P I ... . v cocoimai e inn o s e Sl s St lin o.0.pimn » 17,494 16,833 17,471 19 g22
For shipment by rail to:
Prairie Provinces .........ccv00 10,977 8,304 11,004 11,097
Eastern Provinces .....ccccevevvreenncass 224859 15,609 21,968 16,976
United States of America ...cocevveeceos 48,446 34,090 57.401 32,628
B e - . cporgeiiok Buuagdie —_ " 81,662 58,003 90,373 60,701
' For waterborne shipment to:
California . ........cccvvoasoierusssnnconnnc 691 264 3,790 600
U.S. Atlantic Ports ..ciceceovecsesascecas 130,605 57,928 162,680 39
Eastern Canada ......cc.... T | Bp— 250 - 4,579 900
Export Markets ...c...coieiiiiiiincnan 299,5%9 75,121 192, 719. .00, T
TOEERL .. e b - - g e & e - w—p 431,105 133,313 363,768 ~ N 42 85
TOTAL ORDERS ON HAND ....... .. 930,261 208,149 471,612 222,764
L UMBER PURCHASED FROM OTHER
NIETSSE  ......ocise os aspmab et owop 0 56 9,934 7,400 10,010 10,517
Table 6. - Number of Active Mills Reporting, September, 1950,
September August
1950 1949 1950 1949
RS s - 5o - i - - 8 6 T s B ST A g 1 5 No. 128 122 118 124
(1 RN R RO S e Y NP No. 146 111 142 106
Total, British Columbia ....ccc.ceene... No. 274 233 260 227

A few returns received after compilations were closed, have been omitted.
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