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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

November, 1951

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 294,455 M f{t.
in November, 1951 as compared with 330,035 M ft. in November, 1950 a decrease
of 10.8 p.c. from the previous year and a decrease of 5.0 p.c. from the previous
month. Production of Coast mills, which account for 70.2 p.c. of the total, showed
a decrease of 18.5 p.c. from the same month of the previous year, but the Interior
mills, which produced the remaining 29.7 p.c. showed an increase of 14.9 p.c.
Shipments in November, 1951 totalled 269,997 M ft., as compared with 266,755 M ft.
the previous year, an increase of 1.2 p.c. with Coast mills registering a decrease
of 12.0 p.c. but Interior mills an increase of 63.7 p.c. Total shipments for Novem-
ber decreased by 8.5 p.c. from the October figure of 294,940 M ft. Stocks on hand
at the end of November, 1951 amounted to 412,897 M ft., as compared with 363,334
M ft. at the end of November the previous year and 396,722 M ft. at the end of
October of this year. Coast mills reported stocks totalling 251,227 M ft., while
Interior mills showed 161,670 M ft.

Summary Figures

Table 1 gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of
sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for October and November,
1950 and 1951. Details by species are given for production and stocks while ship-
ments are shown by destination. Total production decreased from 353,268 M ft.
in October, 1950 to 330,035 M ft. in November, 1950 and from 310,053 M f{t. in
October to 294,455 M ft. in November, 1951. Shipments totalled 294,940 M ft. in
October, 1951 and 269,997 M ft.in November, 1951 as compared with 307,271
M ft. in October and 266,755 M ft. in November of 1950, Stocks on hand at saw-
mills increased from 358,257 M ft. in October, 1950 to 363,334 M ft. in November
and increased from 396,722 M ft. in October, 1951 to 412,897 M ft. in November
of this year.

Production

Table 2 gives particulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and
Interior mills separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and
ties, by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 203,561
M ft. in November, 1951 as compared with 84,532 M ft. reported by Interior mills.
Sawn tie production of Coast mills was 3,549 M ft. in November as compared with
2,813 M ft. for Interior mills. Coast mills accounted for 70.3 p.c. of the total
production of sawn lumber and ties in November, 1951 as compared with 79.4 p.c.
the previous year. The percentages of Coast mills during October, 1951 and
1950 respectively, were 68.4 and 68.2 p.c.

Prepared in the Forestry Section, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa.
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Shipments

Table 3 gives details of lumber and tie shipments, by months, for Coast mills
and Interior mills separately. Shipments by truck, by rail and waterborne are
shown for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to the United
Kingdom and to other countries, for all mills reporting. Total estimated shipments
of non-reporting mills are also given. It is to be noted, however, that some lumber
originally reported as having been shipped to points in British Columbia may have
been re-shipped to other provinces or exported by the purchasers and reported by
them also, thereby causing a certain amount of duplication.

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 193,554 M ft. in November of 1951 and
203,451 M ft. in October, 1951 as compared with 220,063 M ft. in November, 1950
and 228,149 M ft. in the previous month, while the Interior mills shipped 76,443
M ft. and 46,692 M ft. in November, 1951 and 1950 and 91,489 M ft. and 79,122
M ft. in October, 1951 and 1950, Of all shipments actually reported for November,
31.9 p.c. went to points in Canada, 28.0 p.c. to points in United States, 29.2 p.c.
to the United Kingdom and 10.9 p.c. to other countries. Waterborne shipments
accounted for 40.1 p.c. of the total, while 43.3 p.c. went by rail, and 16.6 p.c. by
truck.

Stocks

Table 4 gives particulars of stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills by months,

It distinguishes between stocks sold but not shipped and stocks unsold, and between
stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at Coast mills in
October and November, 1951 amounted to 240,728 M ft. and 251,227 M ft. as com-
pared with 243,237 M ft. and 266,081 M ft. in October and November of 1950. Inte-
rior mills stocks decreased from 115,020 M ft. in October to 97,253 M {t. in Novem-
ber, 1950 but increased from 155,994 M ft. in October to 161,670 M ft. in November,
1951. Unsold stocks accounted for approximately 34.4 p.c. of the total in Novembex
1951 as compared with 33.3 p.c. in November, 1950 for Coast mills, while for the
Interior mills the percentages were, respectively, 85.5 and 86.3.

Orders on Hand

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on handat the end of the months of
October and November, 1950 and 1951 for Coast mills only. Similar information
is not collected from Interior mills and no attempt has been made to estimate
orders on hand of non-reporting mills on the Coast. Destination and mode of
shipments are shown in this table. whichalsogives total lumber purchases reported
by some mills. Total orders on hand at the end of November, 1951 amounted to
697,187 M ft. as compared with 636,045 M ft. in November, 1950. Orders on hand
at the end of October, 1951 and 1950 amounted to 726,156 M ft. and 657,145 M ft.,
respectively. Purchases of lumber from other mills amounted to 4,123 M f{t. in
November, 1951 and 8,262 M ft. in November, 1950 as compared with 5,223 M ft.
in October, 1951 and 9,264 M ft. in October, 1950.

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the number of active mills reporting each month for the Coast
and Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for November accounted
for 83.4 p.c. of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1949
compared with 80.2 p.c. for the previous year. The percentages for October,
1950 and 1951 were 77.5 and 83.2 respectively. It is hoped that the compilation
will eventually include all mills in the 500,000 feet and over classification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers' Association,
Interior LLumber Manufacturers' Association and Northern Interior Lumbermen’s
Association in the collection of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged.
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Tahle 'J = L’ o paratna )I,rnm1rv of Fraduction, Shipments and Stocks of Lumber

and Ties of British Columbia Sawmills, November, 1951

November October 11 Months
18951 1950 1951 1950k 1951 1950%
PRODUCTION* M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft.
Dougias Fir ...........c.ooc.... 147,917/174,005 154,673 V174,782 1,606,579 1,637,731
Hemlock ........ s i1 TR L. DR 58,573 /70,651 57,287 v65.303 647,085 609,812
Balsam Fir iocovievnocionoen. 2,865 3,107 2,280 2,447 16,046 31,591
Red Cedar ..... covooerraneenccae 29,977 ¥29,692 32,374 V32,812 298,142 284,439
BPTUCE «.cuovnvnceonoercsanasssaoces 38,213 V36,298 45,885 Y57,443 484,316 469,278
#hite Pine .....cccvcaconenenn 3,643 32,260 4,242 4,222 46,152 41,934
“onderosa Pine .............. 39505 3,407 3,138 5,024 40,214 46,565
iodgepole Pine ...... i S 1,797 1,388 1,809 1,745 18,105 14,537
&li other softwoods ......... 7, 283 7,293 7,521 8, 565 70,161 70,346
Total softwoods ............ 293 773 329 101 309 209 352 343 3 226 800 3,206,233
Red Alder ....cccovovnveneceooe. 240 367 275 437 3,682 4,374
BEEDle ....cccciveiicacnnanenaeabis 205 275 Zojl! 263 3,043 3,385
Birch .cccovcesncocoencesnanan 3 94 69 1[5 67 1,028 898
Cottonwood ... 143 CAA) 203 158 1,727 2,214
211 other hardwoods - - - 4 159
Total hardwoods .......... = 682 934 844” 925 9384 11,030
Total Production .......... 294,455 330,035 310,053 353,268 3,236, ,284 3,217,263
HIPMENTS
To: Points in Canada ........ 74,983 75,952 85,590 91,615 935,551 871,695
Points in U.S.A. .cvecoeee 65,802 92,785 76,192 133,656 819,419 1,313,619
United Kingdom ...... ... 68,603 37,807 68,984 20,530 669,434 171,343
Other countries .......... 25,661 28,419 25,923 19,689 264,143 221,400
Shipments reported .......... 235,049 234, 963“2‘76—‘58‘) 265, 49U 7388 5'47‘2‘57?057
IEstimated shipments of ey L S s esl, ! BE
non reporting mills ...... -« 34,948 31,792 38,251 41,781 413,736 379,129
skl Bhipmaanis eusesnssans. 269,997 266,755 294,940 307, 271 3,102,283 2,957,186
November October
i951 1950 1951 . 1950
STOLES 20 HanD el ft. M ft. M ft. M ft,
DOUBIAS FIT veuerireerorerann. /179,129 185,814 V166,392 174,611
Hemlock ..... NPy v e o V71,641 73,769 V70,520 60,812
Balsam Fir ....... STSTeTSTA s B astoisso o 4,134 2,999 3,449 2,404
Red Cedar .......ccovveenvveeee. V40,678 29,261 v 40,665 28; 98y
SPruce ......c.occoeenes voesscasce. V72.395 43,814 V76,535 61,823
White Pine .......cco0vv00000... 11,675 8,654 10,913 8,199
Ponderosa Pine .......c.c..... 13,384 7,250 10,694 9,341
l.odgepole Pine .............. 2,703 1.394 2,604 1,509
All other softwoods ......... 15,321 9,206 12,968 9,566
Total softwoods ............ 411,060 362,161 394,740 5202
Red Alder.........ccieeceeen . 692 410 913 432
Mapler wwm.. . Bcscacnseis TSR 564 404 824 389
Bliigehi swle SN TR R—— oo 301 86 295 92
Cottonwood  ............... 280 273 246 142
All other hardwoods ......... - 6 -
Total hardwoods ........... ~ 1,837 I LSy 1,982 s (L0 T
Total Stocks  ............. . 412,897 363,334 396,722 358,257

¥ Revised. : o
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Table 2. - Lumber and Ties Sawn

November, 1951

Species

COAST MILLS

INTERIOR MILLS

——

'LUMBER

Douglas Fir ........ !
Hemlock
Balsam Fir ...........
Red Cedar
SIRPUCE Sereisiele ootsisicnsls e o
White Pine ....ccovevce
Ponderosa Pine ....
Lodgepole Pine ....
All other softwoods..

Total, softwoods ..

--------------

Red Alder ...c.cocv... .
INIEPIE kpaenmnionianrsisiss .
Birch ....... CYYTEEErEE
Cottonwood ..... I 1o

All other hardwoods
Total, hardwoods

Total, softwoods
and hardwoods

TIES

Douglas Fir
Hemlock .......u.s
Balsam Fir
Red Cedar
SIRGUGE S Lk e e 5o DM
White Pine ......c.0..
Ponderosa Pine .....
I odgepole Pine .....
All other softwoods
Total, softwoods

Red Alder........... B
Maple
Birch
Cottonwood ..........
All other hardwoods

Total, hardwoods

.........

----------

-----------

-----------------

-----------------

Total, softwoods
and hardwoods

L UMBER & TIES

Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
M ft.bm. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m.M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m.
104,629 6,193 110,822 21,635 10,650 32,285
53,966 950 54,916 1,729 997 2,726
2,319 79 2,398 167 292 459
26,463 1,582 28,045 977 955 1,932
4,642 386 5,028 18,335 14,617 32,952
1, 781 6 W27 687 1,224 1,911
29 3 32 o E ] 1,606 3,437
- - - 414 1,210 1,624
2 1 3 1,838 5,276 7,114
193,771 9,200 202,971 47,613 36,827 84,440
TR0 T I85 23% - 5 5
68 137 205 - - E
6 16 22 = g 72
12 116 128 - 15 15
136 454 590 - 92 92
193,907 9,654 203,561 47,613 36,919 84,532
2,117 550 2,667 884 1,259 2,143
819 63 882 ks 49 49
- - z 4 4 8
- - - 160 73 233
= = - * 5 5
¢ = = 23 13 36
- = - 6 167 173
- = - 49 117 166
Z,936 6713 3,549 1,126 O
2,936 613 3,549 1,126 1,687 2,813
196,843 10,267 207,110 48,739 38,606 87,345
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Table 3. - Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties, November, 1951
By Truck By Water- Total
(Local Sales) Rail borne  Shipments
COAST MIL LS M ft.b.m. Mt b m. Mitbm. MIitb.m.
TO: Points in Canada:
British Columbia :-ce-«- 2T, 757 2,212 884 30,853
Y ukon and Northwest Territories .... - 2 -
. Y=3 3 7- 1,686 XXKXXXX 1,686
SaskatCheWan ..c...cccocevecrvoncicnsnnnns 690 XXAXKX 690
J =800 da) o). (.. A S — 2,647 XXXXXXK 2,647
() 117:1) o (o St Ry e — 7,499 - 7,499
Quebec ......... I o5 Aot S el 4.172 4,172
New BrunswicK......ocoeeseceiceonscncacs 415 - 415
Nova Scotia ..occcvciovenecses At TR 352 - 352
Prince Edward Island .......c..ccoc.e. - - -
Newfoundland ................. 51 - 53l
Total for Canada ..... 2, 5%, 19,724 884 48,365
Points in U S A I
Pacific R S KAES 5766 ouoxelS o 5 2,027 881 2,908
Atlantic Ports 0050005 0000000MN M0G0 TRO000 1,327 - L, 32'¢
Other peints, by rail .....c.ccscsnssesic. 40,542 XXXXX 40,542
Total for U.S.A. .eiciviirocenncne. 2 “43,896 BB1 “X3,TTT
United Kingdom  c.ciciiereieneerionooocs x Y2y 66,254 T b7, 1B
Other countries .......... P —— - 183 25,333 25,516
Destination or carrier not spec1f1ed O, SO0 C B~ D S e T TN
Total shlpments reported 27,757 64 732 b Jie -5 185,841
Estimated shipments of
DERFTEDOTITRE TADISE . ovre s eiorsinretidesre srv el oiegsts o rvrerorsicrs: « swosrsrsrerToipssTomsialssarmsta 7, a3
Total shipments, reported and estimated .............c.cooe.... 193554
INTERIOR MIL.LS B = R
TO: Points in Canada:
Brifish Columbia 10.651 2,419 - 13,070
Yukon and Northwest Territories ....... 71 - 7
Alberta .... ................. 581 . 3,063 XXXXXX 3.644
Saskatchewan ..........c..vievcccarcconcces 1,459 XKXKXKX 1,459
Manitoba ..........cc..... B suoorony 3,474 XXKXXXK 3,474
Ontario ......... N1, SRS R e 4,004 - 4,004
Quebec .. .iieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i . 896 - 896
New Brunswick ........... & BT esetsTofs , - - -
WioVaN SBOBIA ......ccdsmeceensoiBoiiohessses ot - =
Prince Edward Island ......ccovviieen.. - -
Newfoundland .......cccciiiiiiiiniiiecennns -
Total for Canada ...... “IL, 237 15,386 - 26,618
Points in U.S.A:
Pacific Ports . .....ccciiiieiceaccnioinnnnes 4 - 4
Atlantic Ports .......ccccieicuceroncecacsen 1153 - 153
Other points, by rail ........... S 20,868 XXXXKXX 20,868
Total for U.S.A. .ciiiieicenceinccconcnes 21,025 - 21,025
United Kingdom ............ P—— x 490 930 920
Other countries .......... SRS = ... X 120 25 145
Lestination or carrier not specxﬁed ..... BOE =" 8 B O OB AR ER R RO Re =Bt -
Total shipments reported 11,232 37, 021 955 49,208
Estimated shipments of non-reporting mills ... 00000000 a7,2355
Total shipments, reported and estimated .........cc.vvvevnnnes . 16,443

x Shipped by rail to Eastern Seaboard Port.
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Table 4. - Stocks of I umber and Ties at Sawmills

November, 1951

COAST MILLS INTERIOR MILLS_ |
Species

Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total

Mitbm. Mitb.m. MTtbm. Mft.b.m. Mft.b.m. M ft.b.m.
SOL.L(but not shipped)

Douglas Fir .......... 84,078 5,368 89,446 5,986 3,189 9,175
Hemlock ............. 49,703 806 50,509 - 280 280
Balsam Fir ......... 647 63 710 - 79 79
Red Cedar ........... 15,245 1,259 16,504 120 256 376
Spruce ......ceeiinee 3,306 307 3,613 4,189 3,933 8,122
White Pine ......... ) 3,063 5 3,058 329 329 658
Ponderosa Pine...... - 3 3 2,327 434 2,761
I odgepole Pine : - - - 369 369
All other softwoods 25 1 26 100 1,443 1,543

Total, softwoods . 156,057 7,812 163,869 13,051 10,312 23,363
Red Alder ........... 1657 147 Sz - B - "G
Maple ........... Spre— 282 109 491 - -
Birch ......covvcenennn 104 13 117 - 20 20
Cottonwood .......... 98 92 190 - 4 4
All other hardwoods - : - - - -

Total, hardwoods 649 361 1,010 - 25 25

Total, softwoods

and hardwoods 156,706 8,173 164,879 13,051 10,337 23,388

UNSOLD
Douglas Fir .......... 36,501 2,811 39,312 22,342 18,854 41,196
Hemlock ........ 18,516 422 18,938 258 1,656 1,914
Balsam Fir ......... 2,838 33 2,871 5 469 474
Red Cedar ........... 20,696 660 21,356 930 I} 5il2 2,442
SPrucCe ...ecevevevrnnenn 1,480 161 1,641 35,762 23,2647 59,019
White Pine ........... 795 3 798 5520185 1,946 7, 16
Ponderosa Pine ..... - il 1 8,056 2,563 10,619
Lodgepole Pine ..... - - 154 2,180 2,334
All other softwoods 783 - 783 4,432 8,537 12,969

Total, softwoods 81,609 4091 85,700 77,154 60,974 138,128
Red Alder ........... h 294 e Al : 8 g
Maple .......... 116 57 173 - - -
BiGGh B el el 44 7 51 113 113
Cottonwood .......... 5 48 53 9 24 )
All other hardwoods - - - - - :

Total, hardwoods 459 189 648 9 145 154

Total, softwoods

& hardwoods .. 82,068 4,280 86,348 77168 61,119 138,282

SOLD & UNSOLD 238,774 12,453 251,227 90,214 71,456 161,670
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'l“able 5. - Dlstrxbu‘(lon of Order% on Hand at End of Nou mbe Y, l‘J“;l

and Lumber Purchased from Other Mills (Coast ‘Mills Only)

Month ending -

o Nox_ember October
1951 1950 1951 1950
M ft. M ft M ft. M ft.
OR DFRD 1)’\1 H '\'\’.‘
For ;a'hlpment to points in British Columbia
LLocal .iciieniiiniiiciinneenes Ree— L T ——— 12,932 14,536 '13.597 13,416
Coastwise and interior ........ - SO 4,432 _?_5203 4,356 2,740

PAHBL | eesrrurmne nscnvrnpessearmsrmmestomty. ciitay,  L11a364 16,739 17,953 16,156

For shipment by rail to;

Prairie Provinces .........ccc.. e e dosg 7.389 10,494 8,728 10,228
Eastern Provinces ......c..eeeccoccacss T AT Y 34105 32,237 33,544 28,799
United States of America ....... 30,934 39 466 32,049 40,628

Moty e B T (TR o pe T ) 72,428 82,197 74,321 79,655

For waterborne shipment to:

Callfornia ...c.ccieeriicesciesacesscsncsssssennna - 1,456 125 650
U.S. Atlantic PortS ..ov.evoecocescaonecsnsssace 1,169 36,091 963 65,583
Eastern Canada ............ ISP, =, | [ . - 525 20 210
BHiXport NMamldls ..., oo itoosiooiieeesoeiia - u 206,226 499,037 632,774 494_@1_

1 ()07 Y R S — Y SO 607,395 537,109 633,882 561,334

TOTALAORDERS ON HAND | Sawees cogssedes 927' 187 636,045 726, k56, 657, 145

L UMBER PURCHASED FROM OTHER
MIIULES! * .iccdeeeese PP oullld e s o120 o R 4,123 8,262 5,223 9,264

Table 6. - Number of Active Mills Reporting,
November, 1951

D L "—I\;:)vember October
1951 1950 1954 1950
Coast .......... 53500006 2G0T SRR L A — No. 109 122 115 125
IHENFION et SRS e et o s st eIt oo oo B . No. 166 123 184 141
Total, British Columbia ...... S No. 275 245 299 266

A few returns received after compilations were closed have been omitted.






