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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

FEBRUARY, 1951

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 272,401 M ft.
in February 1951 as compared with 202,202 M ft, in February 1950 an increase of
34.7 p.c. over the previous year but a decrease of 4.7 p.c. from the previous month.
Production of Coast mills, which account for 74.7 p.c. of the total, showed an in-
crease of 26.2 p.c. over the same month of the previous year, and the Interior mills,
which produced the remaining 25.3 p.c. showed an increase of 68.1 p.c. Shipments
in February 1951 totalled 266,579 M ft, as compared with 202,091 M ft. the previous
year, an increase of 31.9 p.c. with Coast mills registering an increase of 23.0 p.c
and Interior mills an increase of 72.5 p.c. Total shipments for February decreased
by 1.1 p.c. from the January figure of 269,541 M ft. Stocks on hand at the end of
February 1951 amounted to 417,490 M ft., as compared with 349,673 M ft. at the end
of February the previous year and 415,857 M ft, at the end of January of this year.
Coast mills reported stocks totalling 276,447 M ft., while Interior mills showed
141,043 M ft,

Summary Figures

Table 1 gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of
sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for January and February
1950 and 1951. Details by species are given for production and stocks while ship-
ments are shown by destination. Total production increased from 153,730 M ft. in
January 1950 to 202,202 M ft, in February 1950 but decreased from 285,910 M ft,
in January to 272,401 M ft, in February 1951, Shipments totalled 269,541 M ft. in
January 1951 and 266,579 M ft. in February 1951 as compared with 152,769 M ft. in
January and 202,091 M ft. in February of 1950, Stocks on hand at sawmills increased
from 347,173 M ft, in January 1950 to 349,673 M ft. in February and increased from
415,857 M ft. in January 1951 to 417,490 M ft, in February of this year.

Production

Table 2 gives particulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and
Interior mills separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and
ties, by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 200,691
M ft. in February 1951 as compared with 66,550 M ft. reported by Interior mills.
Sawn tie production of Coast mills was 2,683 M ft. in February as compared with
2,477 M ft, for Interior mills. Coast mills accounted for 74.7 p.c. of the total pro-
duction of sawn lumber and ties in February 1951 as compared with 79.7 p.c. the
previous year. The percentages of Coast mills during January 1951 and 1950,
respectively, were 76.1 and 83.8 p.c.

Prepared in the Forestry Section, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa,
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Shipments

Table 3 gives details of lumber and tie shipments, by months, for Coast mills
and Interior mills separately. Shipments by trucks, by rail and waterborne are
shown for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to the United
Kingdom and to other countries, for all mills reporting. Total estimated shipments
of non-reporting mills are also given. It is to be noted, however, that some lumber
originally reported as having been shipped to points in British Columbia may have
been re-shipped to other provinces or exported by the purchasers and reported by
them also, thereby causing a certain amount of duplication.

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 203,826 M ft. in February of 1951 and
210,664 M ft. in January 1951 as compared with 165,705 M ft. in February 1950
and 132,037 M ft. in the previous month, while the Interior mills shipped 62,753 M ft.
and 36,386 M ft. in February 1951 and 1950 and 58,877 M ft, and 20,732 M ft. in
January 1951 and 1950. Of all shipments actually reported for February 34.0 p.c.
went to points in Canada, 30.2 p.c. to points in United States, 24.6 p.c. to the United
Kingdom and 11.2 p.c. to other countries. Waterborne shipments accounted ior 40.7
p.-c. of the total, while 42.9 p.c. went by rail, and 16.4 p.c. by truck.

Stocks

Table 4 gives particulars of stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills by months.
It distinguishes between stocks sold but not shipped and stocks unsold, and between
stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at Coast mills in January
and February 1951 amounted to 275,995 M ft. and 276,447 M ft, as compared with
229,919 M ft. and 234,925 M {t, in January and February of 1950. Interior mills
stocks decreased from 117,254 M ft. in January to 114,748 M ft. in February 1950 but
increased from 139,862 M ft, in January to 141,043 M ft. in February 1951. Unsold
stocks accounted for approximately 27.5 p.c. of the total in February 1951 as com-
pared with 36.8 p.c. in February 1950 for Coast mills, while for the Interior mills
the percentages were, respectively, 82.1 and 77.9.

Orders on Hand

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand at the end of the months of
January and February 1950 and 1951 for Coast mills only., Similar information is
not collected from Interior mills and no attempt has been made to estimate orders
on hand of non-reporting mills on the Coast. Destination and mode of shipments
are shown in this table, which also gives total lumber purchases reported by some
mills, Total orders on hand at the end of February 1951 amounted to 558,397 M f{t.
as compared with 354,228 M ft. in February 1950. Orders on hand at the end of
January 1951 and 1950 amounted to 555,544 M ft. and 324,216 M ft., respectively.
Purchases of lumber from other mills amounted to 5,836 M ft. in February 1951
and 4,499 M ft. in February 1950 as compared with 6,539 M ft, in January 1951
and 4,677 M ft. in January 1950.

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the number of active mills reporting each month for the Coast
and Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for February accounted for
84.4 p.c. of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1948 com-
pared with 85.8 p.c. for the previous year. The percentages for January 1250 and
1951 were 88.4 and 84.2 respectively. It is hoped that the compilation will eventu-
ally include all mills in the 500,000 feet and over classification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia LLumber Manufacturers' Association,
Interior Lumber Manufacturers' Association and Northern Interior LLumbermen's
Association in the collection of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged.,
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Table 1. - Comparative Summary of Production, Shipments and Stocks of Lumber

and Ties of British Columbia Sawmills, February, 1951.

February January 2 Months
1951 1950 1951 1950 1951 1950
M f{t. M ft. MfE. VT M f{t. M ft.
PRODUCTION
DIOUGIBE IFir......co0ieeceennaes 131261 102102 138,813 78,636 269,874 180,741
Hernlobk ..ov covecsirecscamencess  OO,084 41,047 67,140 35,236 187,224, W HaS
IBAlS SR IR ve.o1 < 010 srajare osres are,s oo 1,528 631 1,418 51 2,946 222
Red Cedar suos.seessesscensosess r 20,330 23,460, 23,004 16,594 387334 " 20 00
RRANIE 4o« cavavsaadedonsoinsnsns aa . 44 380 27,836 41,027 18,004 85,407 45,840
MBS NPARIE koo d1615% e slels s /alole sisle 256 1,827 5 1,834 8,748 3,661
Ponderosa Pine ,...eeovveecees 1,805 1,475 1,921 887 3,726 2,362
Lodgepole Pine ..cicecececasces 1,204 499 15279 285 2,483 784
All other softwoods ...ceess.. 3,218 2,452 4,930 T ilE 8,148 3,568
Total softw00dS ceeeeenaesess 2714066 201,332 285,324 153,183 056,890 3IT€T1D
Red Alder .....-.. 403 394 219 32 614 s
Maple .....s 239 246 242 147 481 393
IERRCIRET WETarals oty » sibls)s b o faislalaiatatalo s alote % 65 48 44 26 109 74
CotonWood e . OO, e 128 182 89 hia 217 235
All other hardwoods ...c.oce. = - - = - -
Total hardwoods ..eeesoceess 835 870 586 547 1,421 1,417
Total softwoods and
hardwoods ....eoeeene- 272:40)1 202,202 2858910 153,730, 558,511" 355,938
\ SHIPMENTS
To: Points in Canada ....... 80,234 56,055 77,182 36,998 157,416 93,053
Points in U.S.A. c.eee..e. 71,352 103,085 95,355 78,908 166,707 181,993
United Kingdom ..... a7/ G 810 46,201 68 104,168 878

QOther countries ,........ 26,497 19,353 19,582 24,729 46,079 44,082
Destination not specified - - = = = =

Total shipments reported .. 236r0_50 179,303 238,320 140,703 474,370 320,006
Estimated shipments of
non-reporting mills ....... 30,529 22,788 31,221 12,066 61,750 34,854

Total shipments
reported and estimated ... 266,579 202,091 269,541 152,769 536,120 354,860

February January
1951 1950 1951 1950
M ft. M f{t. M ft. M fts

STOCKS ON HAND
DOUGIRS TAE by voseecesasessaect § Sl GBI 159,459 193,142 165,875
Hemlock ......... T . ] 81,070 60,301 82,976 S5, 921
Balsam Fir .. cccveveoeccaareees 1167 L 1i592 1,542 2,425
Red Cedar ........ [ PRPRC ) U /(7 ¢ 33 [Ii2(0 30,917 27,658
SBEDCE. «ovvorrrivesmseisnvessesd TIOLS 65,857 72,638 64,824
White Pine ....cceeuves s orerereraionrs B COMBH] 7 7,785 12,626 8,109
Ponderosa Pine .....ccocevveee 9,606 10,536 9,245 10,024
Lodgepole Pine ............... 1,665 1,228 1,839 1,092
All other softwoods .......... 5,778 8,402 10,206 8,472

Total softwoods ....eee...... 415 303 348 610 415;%%g—_:__ 346 380
Red Alder f...,...........,....———'_439" 444 Y- 14
Maple .. ....covveencnes D000 Ik 304 259 210 208
I R e =vaialo o stesdti B oo ste foishafelortel iy 98 82 58 90
Cottonwood ..coceeveeeiccarocnnn, N5 215 1'72 248
All other hardwoods .....c... 15 125) 5 - -

Total hardwoods ...... - 2N 8T 1,063 1726 793

Total softwoods & hard=~
woods 417,490 349 673 415,857 347,173
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Table 2. - Lumber and Ties Sawn

February, 1951

COAST MILLS INTERIOR MILLS

Species

Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
M ft.b.m. M i bim, M ft.b.rer, M by, M #i.b.m, MTt.b.m,
ILLUMBER

Daliglas FIT . aekse.s 1 0BREES 5,426 110,879 9,804 7,149 16,953
HEmlock .o swseescss 55,584 1,786 57,370 1,100 728 1,828
Balsam Fir ceeeeveeens 591 36 627 618 268 886
Red Cedar ...ceeecoees 22,565 1,540 24,105 733 487 L, 2820
SIRPACE. o suesrrpdussssas 3,809 V(57 4,566 20,929 L8531 SONE60
White Pine . .......... WBT T 46 1,923 365. 464 829
Ponderosa Pine ..... 80 29 109 757 932 1,589
Lodgepole Pine ..... - & 2 419 696 115
All other softwoods. 360 2 362 1,002 1R8] 2,283
Total, softwoods .. 190,319 9,624 199,943 B, ST 30,736 66,463
RedWAlder gtk 255 143 398 - 5 5
BRI .o ot ooananeots 140 84 224 - 1§15 185
JEAT 7T A S (O e 10 28 38 - 27 27
@ORIORWOOd . ivess.us 63 25 88 - 40 40
All other hardwoods = = - - = -
Total, hardwoods . 468 280 748 - 87 87

Total, softwoods
and hardwoods .. 190,787 9,904 200,691 35,727 30823 - 66,5650

TIES
R 08 A 1,555 240 1,795 795 839 1,634
HeTaloek .....ifcoesess 808 61 869 e 4 7
IBallleaan) Fit ', L,/ J. K. = 3 3 = 12 12
Red Cedar ...cceceeees = = = = 5 5
SPMLe .i.cieeme 4 16 16 - 138 138
Wihite Pine ..sadeaseven = = = - + 4
Ponderosa Pine ..... < < = = i i
L.odgepole Pine ..... = = = 5 82 87
All other softwoods. = = = 328 245 593
Total, softwoods .. 2,363 320 2,683 1,141 1,336 2,477
Red Alder .....ocvte " = = = = = =
IVIGRIE. o viiesioinio ainabiasis st L = b = = =
J =115 ) P S W = - - EE = =
Cottonwood ...c..ueves = = - - & -
All other hardwoods = - - = - =
Total, hardwoods . = = = = = -
Total, softwoods
and hardwoods .. 2,363 320 2,683 1,141 1,336 2,477

LUMBER AND TIES 193,150 10,224 203,374 36,868 32,159 69,027
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Table 3. - Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties, February, 1951

By Truck

(Local Sales)

By Water-
Rail borne

Total %
Shipments

NIRRTt =, PR b,

COAST MILLS

TOQ: Points in Canada:
British Columbia .....00000000 28,869
Yukon and Northwest Territories ....coes0.
AVl e Tt S vess Mtotas. o ofsetile arelapald
SASITANE NENUAL .11 0104 0 a'als1s) a.0]si8) Va0 Blaisle sislalviviainie sip o/aiss
VIR QITAY 4retaMolsis Toicicleinie s/ nlotuisialelotoio.lolalo ~late sie,0/ale/o g8
(O EBARENOR HIol oro . roiorois smisis S sraseisie/esileiotaule O IoTatens o SYatoteTolorote nls
Quebec
INTERG I TRIS Wil OIS, <ot emiage siaisls sieilsle Se/sTtlarwsiasjsreiwresind
ENGVIAT (S COIEIAY Brrsn s 3 A Bl e BTl bl R g6 sHETERlsiof
Prince Edward Island . ...ccsvesccocancsnnancss
Newfoundland ......... 09 8B N00000 A0 LAD

ssnsasos escemes s8esc000e

5 200080 PENBAaNBEDIDIEDINORETEOINIIBERERIIR S

2,208 1,081
- 97

2,676 XX XX XX
1,422 XXXXXX
4,210 XXXXXX

9,520 =
35,8575 =
173 =
852 =

103 =

M b,

Nt b

32,158
97
2,676
1,422
4,210
9,520
3,875
173
852

103

Total for Canada ...cceeeeees 28,869

25,039 1,178

55,086

Points in U,S.A.:

Pacific Ports ..... e Y ooteere e stoittotetetors ofote1oTolTE
AL i TP OIS, (opassiniasis o ojeie s oRISlaooiTaie eIo/sToi0 s sias 046
Other points, by rail ...ieceiviieoierercnciaiens

Total for U.SQAB .t....‘...l..".vc'.l!.')ﬂ'OQBCQX
Unijted FEINgAOm oo e e ek ol ooloolns ool
Other countries ,.c.coooc.c00 TQPoo0 X ks efevssereterste i

708 1,621
345 9,891
44,225 XXX XXX

2,329
10,236
44,225

45,278 11,512

56,790

944 56,647
48 26,449

Destination or carrier not specified ...cceoovesceesoesscresssoosasossssssssssves

51,591
26,497

Total shipments reported. 28,869

71,309

195,964

95,786

Estimated shipments of non-reporting mills ... .. 0 i ieiiocorsnannsos

Total shipments, reported and estimated ...

INTERIOR MILLS
TO: Points in Canada:

British Columbia .cescevaesences 9,618
Yukon and Northwest Territories ....c..uu...
L oY 20) ot o W (R RN ey : 204
S AUSIKAECHETRUBTY .. o401 olalsieretsisafsisisis sialn/eis]aiaaisia o/sle sivioie slalsip
IVIEEIEOISEN W siete 1o e 010718 s oo o1010 s al0 al0 als einatale'slatote (s Sio oo atalb i
()= o Sy, S R B I 0 0 Tt T P

Ouebec QD30 4DO S IRNPU SPA0OP IO TOA2DPEDPICLRaRrPIODONISNDan
New BrunSWiCk ooooooooooooooo 00028908022 3%803700000
Nova Scotia ;qem wgeus sapessssiero seemem - seoasvonneons

Prince Edward Island i.o...ssens qgmoss - onseessm
Newtonfidland ......cvee5500000dadas

DR I N Y Voeseeneocvsee s

PSR =
47 -

- 3,061 XXXXXX
1,989 XXXXXX
3,066 XXX XXX

4,464 =
768 =

~ 7,862
203,826

11,549
47
3,265
1,989
3,066
4,464
768

Total for Canada .veeevevionennss Q). 8122

15,326 £

25,148

Points in U.S.A.:

Pacific POrtS .viv.eivnvercocsraces .

Atlantic Ports ,oiccveoenoee o sl Bt o iilotero o lurerolBlms S Toto

Other points, by rail ... ccoevesceeicsccssonose
Fotal \fem UlLSA\. ...deeiun seas R R Setofce

United Kingdom ..,..... oleaiaTotel- AR B Hera cesensseceX

@OUERICOMNDEITLEIS - o soaeshameiesmetlsleitkiolsis  slalsislaisis e

Destination or carrier not specified .ji.ciceonssrorcisnoosiossrsossssssssrsnesine

57 L7
14,408 XXXXXX

154
14,408

14,465 i

14,562

-y 242

-

376

Total shipments reported . 9, 858

24,925 329

40,086

Estimated shipments of non-reporting mills ......ceioveieencneceancscciovensae
Total shipments, reported and estimated cciccvesenseocersceccncnccessnss

x Shipped by rail to Eastern Seaboard Port.

22,667
~$2,753
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Table 4, - Stocks of LLumber and Ties at Sawmillg

February, 1951

Species

COAST MILLS

INTERIOR MILLS

Reported Estimated

Total

Reported Estimated

Total

BRAgERE T . vtush bowe
HEmlGEk .. o0 wimssevnsee
BaFRm Fir . o, %0 avess
Red'Cedar ....otbmene s
SPLUGE ubeescasebrisnssies
Wilite) PRI .o o0 ¢ clggsres sis o
Ponderosa Pine .......
Lodgepole Pine ...... .
All other softwoods ..

Total, softwoods ....
REAVALAIET oo olsis svopares
MEADLE ,.onoocseormones oot
RHEPGEY s o.a o o « oo wisieom i stotasels
Glotienwood ....seiseeeos
All other hardwoods .

Total, hardwoods ...

Total, softwoods
and hardwoods .

UNSOLD

BaRElas Fir ... ccomeee.
USROS | .. oon s onuiemoe
BATSain Fir . citvaids.s
Tl CEdAa L (iseion s iitonss
SHPRCC| cnvs bogors Tesowdsmios
White Rine .s: oo s
Ponderosa Pine ......,
Lodgepole Pine ..es.00
All other softwoods ..

Total, softwoods ....
Red Alder 1.5 .. 5semn vos
Miaiplle Bl oo s ot AL R ol ot
BIGCH 1 o oound s montete
CottonwWiood ... %
All other hardwoods .

Total, hardwoods ...

Total, softwoods
and hardwoods ..,.

SOLD AND UNSOLD .

M#.bm. MTtm, M ft.b.m,
SOLD(but not shipped)

MUt By Nehtub.mm. M tbeat,

107,904 5,587 113,491 4,776 2,922 7,698
55,775 1,821 57,596 - 268 268
153 38 191 12 102 114
19,404 1,519 20,923 249 180 429
2,986 762 3,748 4,582 6,902 11,484
3,778 45 3,823 959 171 1,130

2 29 29 2,281 343 2,624

- % 2 11 285 296

39 2 4] 616 558 1,174
190,039 9,805 199,844 13,486 L, R 25,217
221 141 362 = 2 z

151 83 234 s 6 6

2 28 30 - 10 10

41 24 65 - 14 14

415 276 691 - 32 38

.. 190,454 10,081 200,535 13,486 11,763 25,249
41,521 2014 43,635 15,808 13,400 29,208
19,821 689 20,510 1,468 1,228 2,696
336 15 351 45 470 515
6,916 575 7,491 2,081 825 2,906
1,936 288 2,224 30,806 31,653 62,459
570 M 587 3,992 785 4,777

38 11 49 5,329 1,575 6,904

- 1 1 61 1,305 1,366

885 1 886 1) rY 2,560 3,677
72,023 Nl 75,734 60,707 53,801 114,508
63 54 TF7 = 8 8

7 32 39 - 25 25

3 10 13 - 45 45

- 9 9 19 68 87

- - - 1,121 = 1,121

13 105 1§58 1,140 146 1,286
72,096 3,816 75,942 61,847 153,937 115,794
262,550 V3,897 276,447 15,333 . _ &5 TU0 141,043
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Table 5. ~ Distribution of Orders on Hand at End of February, 1951 and
Lumber Purchased from Other Mills (Coast Mills Only)

Month ending -

February January
19§51 1950 1951 1950
T, M ft. M ft. M ft. M it.
ORDERS ON HAND
For shipment to points in British Columbia
I—local ...."..!..l.l..l-...‘..l.'..l.‘.l'.‘ 14’398 14’940 14’794 9,646
Coastwise and interior ...cieceeneess 6,486 2,947 3,536 3,056

UL ..o o merees oot el bl 20,884 17,887 18,330 12,702

For shipment by rail to:

Prairie Provinces ..ecocosncosossvosen 17,231 19,780 14,777 15,796
Fastern Provinces . ...coeceseeceeos oo s 39,045 24,781 40,528 20,628
United States of America ......0u00s 47,868 49,074 47,903 46.926

Total ....ce.c..... P e o 4 o oS00 104,144 93,635 103,208 83,350

For waterborne shipment to:

G MRIDINARD eTatotefotois ik ais atulaleeToTelo oo ale s o aTo1s1s o 550 431 1,080 413
UOS; Atlantic Ports IEENNEN RN NENENENEENN) 14'032 134’153 18’611 153,008
Eastern Canada ...cecvececossescasssos 2,460 5,784 3,910 5,442

Export Markets . .ieoees0ec0000:0000000 416,327 102,338 410,408 69,301

40000 1) O R SIS S st coevrvesosessnesracs 433,369 242,706 434,006 228,164

TOTAL ORDERS ON HAND ...... 558,397 354,228 555,544 324,216

LUMBER PURCHASED FROM OTHER
MILLLS oicvososnvesvsvesssesssnsimscaseans 5,836 4,499 6,939 4,677

Table 6. - Number of Active Mills Reporting, February, 1951.

February January
1951 1 390 1951 1950
CoaSt sessceacrsncsocccsssscenses erLerpr O] 124 94 111 70
. TS0 S 1LY SRR Y Y No. 135 74 134 66
Total, British Columbia .......... No, 259 168 245 136

A few returns received after compilations were closed, have been omitted.
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