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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILL.S
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

SEPTEMBER, 1951

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 265,282 M ft.
in September, 1951 as compared with 352,300 M ft. in September, 1950 a decrease
of 24.7 p.c. from the previous year and a decrease of 10.6 p.c. from the previous
month. Production of Coast mills, which account for 64.3 p.c. of the total, showed
a decrease of 28.1 p.c. from the same month of the previous year, and the Interior
mills, which produced the remaining 35.7 p.c. showed a decrease of 17.7 p.c. Ship~
ments in September, 1951 totalled 248,539 M ft., as compared with 316,615 M ft. the
previous year, a decrease of 21.5 p.c., with Coast mills registering a decrease of
28.1 p.c. and Interior mills a decrease of 4.8 p.c. Total shipments for September
decreased by 13.7 p.c. from the August figure of 287,899 M ft. Stocks on hand at
the end of September, 1951 amounted to 393,150 M ft., as compared with 356,857
M ft. at the end of September the previous year and 386,377 M ft. at the end of
August of this year. Coast mills reported stocks totalling 230,965 M ft., while
Interior mills showed 162,185 M ft.

Summary Figures

Table 1 gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of
sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for August and September,
1950 and 1951. Details by species are given for production and stocks while ship-
ments are shown by destination. Total production decreased from 367,005 M f{t. in
August, 1950 to 352,300 M ft. in September, 1950 and from 296,577 M ft. in August
to 265,282 M ft. in September, 1951. Shipments totalled 287,899 M ft. in August
1951 and 248,539 M ft. in September, 1951 as compared with 316,049 M ft. in August
and 316,615 M ft. in September of !950. Stocks on hand at sawmills increased
from 346,609 M ft. in August, 1950 to 356,857 M ft. in September and increased
from 386,377 M ft. in August, 1951 to 393,150 M ft. in September of this year.

Production

Table 2 gives particulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and Inte-
rior mills separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and
ties, by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 167,221
M ft. in September, 1951 as compared with 92,066 M ft. reported by Interior mills.
Sawn tie production of Coast mills was 3,464 M ft. in September as compared with
2,531 M ft. for Interior mills . Coast mills accounted for 64.3 p.c. of the total pro-
duction of sawn lumber and ties in September, 1951 as compared with 67.4 p.c. the
previous year. The percentages of Coast mills during August, 1951 and 1950 res-
pectively, were 62.3 and 65.7 p.c.

Prepared in the Forestry Section, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa.



Shipments

Table 3 gives details of lumber and tie shipments. by months, for Coast mills
and Interior mills Separately. Shipments by truck, by rail and waterborne are
shown for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to the United King-
dom and to other, countries. for all mills reporting. Total estimated shipments of
non-reporting-mills are also given. It is to be noted, however, that some lumber
originally reported as having been shipped to points in British Columbia may have
been re-shipped to other provinces or exported by the purchasers and reported by
them also, thereby causing a certain amount of duplication.

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 162,892 M {t. in September of 1951 and
196,417 M {t. in August, 1951 as compared with 226,654 M ft. in September, 1950
and 234,702 M ft. in the previous month, while the Interior mills shipped 85,647
M ft. and 89,961 M ft. in September, 1951 and 1950 and 91,482 M ft. and 81,347 M
ft. in August, 1951 and 1950. Of all shipments actually reported for September,
38.3 p.c. went to points in Canada, 31.5 p.c. to points in United States, 20.0 p.c.
to the United Kingdom and 10.2 p.c. to other countries. Waterborne shipments
accounted for 31.7 p.«. of the total, while 47.9 p.c., went by rail, and 20.4 p.c. by
truck.

Stocks

Table 4 gives particulars of stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills by months.
It distinguishes between stocks scld but not shipped and stocks unsold, and between
stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at Coast mills in
August and September, 1951 amounted to 233,717 M ft. and 230.965 M ft. as com~
pared with 228,293 M ft. and 232,926 M ft. in August and September of 1950. Inte-
rior mills stocks increased from 118,316 M ft. in August to 123,931 M ft. in Sep-
tember, 1950 and increased from 152,660 M ft. in August to 162,185 M {t. in Sep-
tember, 1951. Unsold stocks accounted for approximately 31.8 p.c. of the total
in September, 1951 as compared with 32.6 p.c. in September, 1950 for Coast
mills, while for the Interior mills the percentages were, respectively, 81.0 and
78.8:

Orders on Hand

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand at the end of the months of
August and September, 1950 and 1951 for Coast mills only. Similar information
is not collected from Interior mills and no attempt has been made to estimate
orders on hand of non-reporting mills on the Coast. Destination and mode of
shipments are shown in this table, which also gives total lumber purchases re-
ported by some mills. Total orders on hand at the end of September., 1951 amount-
ed to 783,350 M {t. as compared with 530,261 M ft. in Septemmber. 1950. Orders
on hand at the end of August, 1951 and 1950 amounted to 837,023 M ft. and 471.-
612 M ft., respectively. Purchases of lumber from other mills amounted to 3,-
148 M ft. in September, 1951 and 9.934 M ft. in September, 1950 as compared
with 2,437 M ft. in August, 1951 and 10,010 M ft. in August, 1950,

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the number of active mills reporting each month for the Coast
and Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for September accounted
for 78.2 p.c. of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1949
compared with 75.6 p.c. for the previous year. The percentages for August,
1950 and 1951 were 72.7 and 77.2 respectively. It is hoped that the compilation
will eventually include all mills in the 500.000 feet and over «lassification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia .Lumber Manufacturers’ Association
Interior I umber Manufacturers’ Association and Northern Interior Lumbermen's
Association in the collection of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged.
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Table 1.- Comparative Summary of Production, Shipments and Stocks of Lumber

and Ties of British Columbia Sawmills, September, 195I.
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September August 9 Months
1951 1950% 1951 1950+ 1951 19503
M ft. M ft. M ft M ft. M ft. M ft
132.575/179.307 143 221176,244 1,303,989 1,288 944
40.959 V60.431 52 976 V72.235 531.225 473 858
1,240 3.490 734 '2.483 10,901 26,037
26.483 V27,673 23,544 /27,239 235,791 221.935
46,859 J 60,911 55,004 v 63,952 400,218 375,537
3,899 3,787 3,817 5,895 38,267 34,452
3,962 4,363 b @12 4.580 33,571 38,134
1,685 1,896 1,853  2.230 14,499 11,404
6,713 9,450 8.447 11,058 55,357 54,488
Wo%‘mmmvmﬂmmv
313 306 364 4 G N [ e g
337 305 406 358 2,587 2,847
121 97 136 88 819 762
136 184 159 162 1.381 1,833
o " 4 = 4 159
U7 T v 9Us T LY T JLROEY T T WNEETT L
265,282 352,300 296,577 367,005 2,631,776 2,533,960
80,233 91,684 88,703 83,806 774,978 704 088
65.844 144,046 70,481 141,561 677,425 1,087,178
41,971 12,612 55,169 18,731 531,847 113,006
21,356+ 20,477 21,827 26,342 21255 . 10
209,404 268,819 236,180 269,440 2,196,809 2,077,604
39,135 47,796 51,719 46,609 340,537 305,556
248,539 316,615 287 899 316,049 2.537,346 2,383,160
September August
1951 1950 1951 1950
N i M M Tt
V170,239 169.795 v 176,910 164,634
vy 63.713 59,097 v 61,104 59.604
2,936 2,266 800 1,460
vV 36,522 25.296 v 34,892 25,566
v 81,330 65,407 v 73,610 57,791
9,786 11,336 9, 78% 12,392
12,612 9,932 12,402 12,070
2.458 1,799 2}302 1,994
11,234 10,876 12,389 9,909
390,830 T 3IH5. 804 384,196 T 34552
e E L 3714 g - -F, F a8
648 329 597 427
298 85 285 114
210 223 190 217
6 2 6 2
W T AR L 2181 i 9g. . =P
393150 356.857 386,377 346,609

* Revised
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Table 2. -L umber and Ties Sawn

September. 1951

COAST MILLS INTERIOR MILL.S
Species . s T ) iy
Reported E stimated Total Repnrted Estimated Total
e if MEbm  MHEEm Mitbm MItbm MItbm MIbm.
LUMBER
Bonglas B i v 90 244 5. 786 96.030 18,888 11259312 41 820
Hemloek wvssvesns 36,899 998 37.897 1r, 3164 949 2.303
Blallsalim i | . e 516 55 571 308 355 663
Red Cedar 23,39 695 1 2:5709)] 849 543 1,392
SER. . N 4.399 396 4.795 18 478 23.438 41.916
White Pine 1.823 5 1 828 1.060 1.007 2.067
Ponderosa Pine . - - — 14 2,656 1,295 3.695]
Lodgepole Pine . - - - 328 1,235 1,563
All other softwoods 211 - 2l 240572 4 241 6,293
Total, softwoods Th7 488 RO NECEAEE 15_‘577_ 45995 T 97 98
Redi Aldet. o o n i v il UEST T 173 o077 ) R £ oW
BEae .78 eue 130 196 326 - - -
Birch S e TR 5 i3 38 - 83 83
Cottonwood Ak 20 108 128 - 8 8
All other hardwoods ~
Total, hardwoods WTTU”" : _7‘?8“‘ e ] —qS _'_—W——QB_
Total. softwoods
and hardwoods 157.776 9,445 167 221 45 973 46,003 92 066
TS !
Douglas Fir ... 2,410 323 2.733 973 1.019 1,992
Hemlock J iy 669 Sl 720 - 39 39
Balsam Fir ...... ~ - - - 6 6
Red (Cedar ‘Lot tays ~ - - - - -
Spruce - R ~ L = 83 65 148
White Pine . . L1 s . i 4 4
Ponderosa Pine .. - - - -~ o )l
I odgepole Pine .. - - - I/ 105 NZ2
All other softwoods - - - 43 165 209
Total. softwoods =~ 3,079 374 3.453 ST I.414 e
Ried Aldalr ™ i Filael - Jr. S s - - - -
Mapiler « sy, feit 7 - i 1 Iyl - - -
Birah . 55l Lot e & L & = L | £
Cottonwood! 4. 28 - - -~ - 2 -
All other hardwoods - - - - - =
Total, hardwoods - 11 il - - -
Total, softwoods
and hardwoods 3.079 385 3 464 I 7 l 44 2,531

LUMBER & TIES 160.855 V! IEERI0" 1IR0J6'8I5 47090 47,507 94 597
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Table 3. - Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties, September, 1951

By Truck By Water- Total
(Local Sales})  Rail borne Shipments

M ftb.m. Mfttbm. Mftbm. M ft.b.m.
COAST MILLS

TO: Points in Canada:

Britis olumbia ........... 28,661 3,309 1,250 33.220
Yukon and Northwest Territories ........... 20 - 20
Alberta R o = R T 2. 1s2 XXXXX 2. 152
Saskatchewan el + [ STOTE @0 4 B e WYetans s ions 3TS) vt g 1.388 XXX XX 1,388
IAEMETORIRS | o s smmimesioiss s oo Had o ort oias o164 s 5T 2,382 XXXXX 2,382
Ontario o TN G P— . % D T BT S 6,380 - 6,380
122 T P T PSS A N Wt = 1 3,162 - 3, 62
New Brunsw1ck P . 1 cr T Triis B 334 - 334
Nova Scellda. ... v cmeese P e P, C R 455 - 455
Prince Edward Island ..cccovvvorionnaesscs 86 - 86
Newfoundland ............ T P — 68 - 68
Total for Canada ........... 28,661 19,736 1,250 49,647
Points in U.S A
Pacific Ports ......... P ———. e n o T 3,489 1.340 4,829
Atlantic Ports ...........cccoomeoee S 1,692 1,663 3,355
Other potals, by rail «i.oovceencsn esvoassesienss 31,525 XXXXX 317,525
TORGLWOT LS. A oo i d cimsosios astimosimeih @ ATE" | 3,003 35,709
United Kingdom . .....cocveer.ce. o i O x — 2b6% 39736“—*'31?‘9%’_
Other countries s hotg e ane G PR S top 0. e 013 AR 285 20,977 21,262
Cestination or carrier not Spec1f1ed o gaTnato e s o K T Pt i o e B AR =
Total shipments reported 28,661 62, 991 04, 960 156,612
Estimated shipments of -
non-reporting mills ... ... ... c.ccciioiivecocinicoas P —— 6,280
Total shipments, reported and estimated ....... PR Su— 162,892

INTERIOR MILILS
TO: Points in Canada:

British Columbia ............ 13.547 1,736 - 15,283
Yukon and Northwest Territories .......... 46 - 46
ADETIR st oo (PR 483 3,595 XXKXX 4,078
Saskatchewan ......... RO N | T 4.079 XXXXX 4,079
MARIVOBE = coccooscacsonsrsssanessamonranssssesssse 3,654 XXXXX 3.654
Ontario e SETR e R D PR B s 2,706 - 2,706
Quebec  ...... PR R L MRS (N I 740 - 740
New Brunswick S, SN e © =l T el - : - -
Nova Scotia .....ccoccucue S RRp o= haat 17 o1 - Homae i - - -
Prince Edward Island SERY | | E—— - - -
NewkounadllahE . c.coccoiannessasmemee s s oo s - - -
Total for Canada ...cccccooe- 14,030 16.556 - 30,586
Points in U.S.A: o
EAGIINE PMTUE Moo cos someso oo srebiosismsnms Lo 534 ~ ) 534
BRIEHAE POEYE  wints cnvesasbos s smios oiose 192 - 192
(it Poinbl, &y Wil ..o cocssmien sson . b 19,409 XXXXX 19,409
ekl Bay LIS A oonbiohishemse mavocms O IRED - W
United Kingdom  ......... T TSR e R WA L300 LO7d
Other countries ... ST (S S - 94 94
Destinationior Carrier not specified u v o oot ctoms o s s gomm e -
Total shipments reported mms 1,304 52,792
Estimated shipments of non-reporting mills ..................... 32,855
Total shipments. reported and estimated P 3'5,_647"

X Shipped by rail to Eastern Seaboard Port. = F
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Table 4.-Stocks of [.umber and Ties at Sawmills

September, 1951

COAST MILLS INTERIOR MILLS
Species

Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total

Mitbm Mif{tbm. Mftbm Mft.bm. Mft.b.m. M ft.b.m.
SOL.D (but not shipped)

Douglas Fir .ccconve. T A0 ] 5,630 82,721 7,473 4,539 12,012
Hemlock o b aaler 45,496 967 46,463 196 321 517
Brallshmn DG A0 ., 318 51 369 - 117 10N
Red Cedar ..c.000:0 18,074 1,562 19,636 103 | T 280
Spruce’ &il.d.. 3,606 365 3,971 31558 7,646 11,197
White Pine ....c.o.. 3,073 4 3,077 314 329 643
Ponderosa Pine ... - - - 3,045 425 3,470
L odgepole Pine .. .. - - - 13 436 449
All other softwoods 218 - 218 626 1,434 2,060
Total, softwoods 147,876 T‘SW”T%?“#WWW
Red Alder ....... 239 159 408 2 “IETI 20
Ll P & 2l 191 406 - - -
Bagelh . Bl e o) - 30 30 - 25 2
Cottonwood ......... 40 100 140 - 3 g
All other hardwoods 6 - 6 - - -
Total, hardwoods — 510 480 990 = 32 e
Total, softwoods
& hardwoods .. 148,386 9,059 157,445 1eRaiZil 15,456 30,777
UNSOL.D
Douglals Tl L 35,403 2,629 38,032 18,094 19,380 37,474
Hemillock . 888 5000 . = 14,653 451 15,104 257 1,372 1,629
Balsam Fir .....co... 1,897 24 1,921 28 501 529
Red Cedar .....oc-. 12,871 729 13,600 2252 754 3,006
SPIRUGIER! Yale]-wiolaTe %o T 21§ 1,906 170 2.076 31,437 32,649 64,086
White Pine ......o... 485 3 488 4,173 1,405 5,578
Ponderosa Pine ..... 320 - 3240 7,008 1,814 8,822
Lodgepole Pine ..... - - - 148 ESi6N & 2 002
All other softwoods 826 - 826 2,009 6,121 8,130
Total, softwoods 68,361 4.006 72.367 65,406 65,857 131 263
Red alipd 1 amis 664 74 738 - 10 10
Naple et te i 153 89 242 - - -
BIAER &oenrmssloesie s 112 14 126 = 115 115
Cottonwood ......c.. - 47 47 9 11 20
All other hardwoods - - - - - -
Total, hardwoods 929 224 Iy 153 9 136 145

Total, softwoods
and hardwoods 69,290 4,230 73.,530 65,415 65,993 131,408

SOLD & UNSOLD 217,676 13,289 230,965 80,736 81,449 162,185
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Table 5. - Distribution of Orders on Hand at End of September, 1951
and L umber Purchased from Other Mills (Coast Mills QOnly).

o= *Mibith ‘ensing s < S ge kS
September August
1951 1950 1951 1950
o . = - § %88 R ) ¥ O T M it. ) V@4
ORDERS ON HAND
For shipment to points in British Columbia
ocal .J..... e - O I e L R 14,252 1SRAUTE] 15,003 1135381
Coastwise and interior  ...ccocecessoconcac 3,93 8@_ 3,223 4,707 y 4,088
Total YT T, 2 s ST ST e S EECIEeT T Y1 Ble, o 18,19_0 17,19.4 19,710 “_17,471
For shipment by rail to:
Prairie Provinces .....ccovcoocoee I S 10,171 10.977 L1112 11,004
Eastern ProvinCes ..o.cesevesosseressessccnss 26,348 22,239 24,950 21,968
United States of America .....c.coceeveeeson 30,642 48,446 32.,%?4 _27,_491
Total S SR PRTIRRE N py S 67,'1_9_”1 81,662 68,556 ‘_90,32437
For wa}gbornefhiggiq§ to:
WAAFDILA o < oo ddechvsseconasses . o« el - 691 1,000 3,790
U. S. Atlantic Ports ...c..cccococcccavocoscase . 1,036 130,605 2,168 162,680
Eastern Canada .ccooc.ococoocess - 250 - 4,579
Export Markets ......icoceciencs oL o0 69_6,‘?6_3: 299,559 745,589 192,719
Total | ST S SRR = Y. SO 697,999 431,105 748, 757 '*363, 8
IITIQT AL ORDERS ON HAND .Sl ceoeee. 783,350 530,261 837,023 471,612
L UMBER PURCHASED FROM OTHER
MILLS fosarrenirireasasssiicarentonte s 3,14‘»_8_‘ 9,934 2,437 10,019‘
Table 6.- Number of Active Mills Reporting,
September, 1951
September August
1951 1950 L5 1950
BRRAGT S o- Baiie o aanesasneesnssonas e No. 115 128 108 118
Interior BT st rave. PG srerepejereraaaiiiore.c olo i AT TS No. 175 146 170 142
Total, British Columbia T 5 ~NIO% 290 274 278 260

A few returns received after compilations were closed, have been omitted.
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