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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

May, 1952,

Production 6f sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 319,564 M ft.
in May, 1952 as compared with 320,271 M {t. in May, 1951 a decrease of 0.2 p.c.
from the previous year but an increase of 19.8 p.c. over the previous month.
Production of Coast mills, which account for 73.0 p.c. of the total, showed a
decrease of 3.4 p.c. from the same month of the previous year, but the Interior
mills, which produced the remaining 27.0 p.c. showed an increase of.9.6 p.c. Ship-
ments in May, 1952 totalled 327,787 M ft., as compared with 291,762 M ft, the
previous year, an increase of 12.3 p.c. with Coast mills registering an increase of
7.2 p.c. and Interior mills an increase of 30.8 p.c. Total shipments for May
increased by 10.7 p.c. over the April figure of 296,037 M ft. Stocks on hand at
the end of May, 1952 amounted to 385,779 M {t., as compared with 407,056 M
ft. at the end of May the previous year and 400,712 M ft. at the end of April
of this year. Coast mills reported stocks totalling 238,725 M ft., while Interior
mills showed 147,054 M f{t.

Summary Figures

Table 1 gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of
sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for April and May,
1951 and 1952. Details by species are given for production’and stocks while ship-
ments are shown by destination. Total production increased from 277,114 M ft. in
April, 1951 to 320,271 M ft. in May, 1951 and from 266,744 M ft, in April
to 319,564 M ft. in May, 1952. Shipments totalled 296,037 M ft. in April, 1952
and 327,787 M ft. in May, 1952 as compared with 289,456 M ft. in April and
291,762 M ft. in May of 1951. Stocks on hand at sawmills increased from
374,027 M ft. in April, 1951 to 407,056 M ft, in May but decreased from 400,712
M ft. in April, 1952 to 385,779 M ft. in May of this year.

Production

" Table 2 gives particulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and
interior mills separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and
ties, by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 227,160
M ft. in May, 1952 as compared with 81,996 M ft. reported by Interior mills.

Sawn tie production of Coast mills was 5,968 M ft. in May as compared with

4,440 M ft. for Interior mills. Coast mills accounted for 73.0 p.c. of the total pro-
duction of sawn lumber and ties in May, 1952 as compared with 75.4 p.c. the
previous year. The percentages of Coast mills during April, 1952 and 1951
respectively, were 79.2 and 80.8 p.c.

Prepared in the Forestry Section, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa.
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Shipments

Table 3 gives details of lumber and tie shipments, by months, for Coast mills
and Interior mills separately. Shipments by truck, by rail and waterborne are shown
for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to the United Kingdom and
to other countries, for all mills reporting. Total estimated shipments of non-report-
ing mills are also given., It is to be noted, however, that"some lumber originally re-
ported as having been shipped to points in British Columbia may have been re-shipped
to other provinces or exported by the purchasers and reported by them also,
thereby causing a certain amount of duplication,

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 244,764 M ft. in May of 1952 and 228,~
064 M ft, in April, 1952 as compared with 228,270 M ft. in May, 1951 and 233,066
M ft. in the previous month, while the Interior mills shipped 83,023 M ft. and
63,492 M ft. in May, 1952 and 1951 and 67,973 M ft. and 56,390 M f{t. in April, 1952
and 1951, Of all shipments actually reported for May, 32.6 p.c. went to points in
Canada, 30.2 p.c. to points in United States, 34.9 p.c. to the United Kingdom and
2.3 p.c. to other countries. Waterborne shipments accounted for 41.1 p.c. of the
total, while 42.0 p.c. went by rail, and 16.9 p.c. by truck.

Stocks

Table 4 gives particulars of stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills by months.
It distinguishes between stocks sold but not shipped and stocks unsold, and between
stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at Coast mills in
April and May, 1952 amounted to 247,620 M ft. and 238,725 M ft. as compared with
249,849 M ft. and 269,145 M ft. in April and May of 1951. Interior mills stocks
increased from 124,178 M ft. in April to 137,911 M ft. in May, 1951 but decreased
from 153,092 M ft. in April to 147,054 M ft. in May, 1952. Unsold stocks accounted
for approximately 36.6 p.c. of the total in May, 1952 as compared with 31.3 p.c.
in May, 1951 for Coast mills, while for the Interior mills the percentage were,
respectively, 77.6 and 78.0.

Orders on Hand

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand at the end of the months of
April and May, 1951 and 1952 for Coast mills only. Similar information is not
collected from Interior mills and no attempt has been made to estimate orders
on hand of non-reporting mills on the Coast. Destination and mode of shipments
are shown in this table, which also gives total lumber purchases reported by some
mills. Total orders on hand at the end of May, 1952 amounted to 317,476 M ft.
as compared with 399,007 M {t. in May, 1951. Orders on hand at the end of
April, 1952 and 1951 amounted to 397,887 M ft. and 439,774 M f{t., respectively.
Purchases of lumber from other mills amounted to 7,920 M ft. in May, 1952 and
7,947 M ft. in May, 1951 as compared with 4,939 M ft. in April, 1952 and 10,851
M ft. in April, 1951,

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the number of active mills reporting each month for the Coast
and Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for May accounted for
85.7 p.c. of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1,950 com-
pared with 82.2 p.c. for the previous year. The percentages for April, 1951 and
1952 were 85.9 and 86.5 respectively. It is hoped that the compilation will
eventually include all mills in the 500,000 feet and over classification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers' Association,
Interior Lumber Manufacturers' Association and Northern Interior Lumbermen's
Association in the collection of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged.
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Table 1 - Comparative Summary of Production, Shipments and Stocks of Lumber

and Ties of British Columbia Sawmills, May, 1952.

May April 5 Months
1952 1951 1952 1951 1952 1951
PRODUCTION M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft. M f{t. M ft.
Douglas Fir.......... . V157,459 166,611 132,894 139,544 658,897 706,733
Hemlock ......c...... veeene. V73,906 67,161 62,329 65,677 309,648 322,730
Balsam FiTr ccucoescocneaces 754 1,142 645 2,393 3,452 7;0L2
Red Cedar..coerceesesocess.~V 31,053 33,299 31,005 27,598 146,034 136,474
SPMICE Aciesocnnns cevessenes V36,942 32,975 25,508 29,067 183,571 19ile, 917
White Fine ......cecce0000. 6,994 5,852 5,374 3,584 27,710 20,530
Ponderosa Pine ....c..... 4,397 4,485 2,581 2,351 13,085 12,661
Lodgepole Pine .......... 1,840 1,576 980 1,077 9,387 6,369
All other softwoods .... 5,339 6,365 4,488 4,867 24,917 225315
Total softwoods ...... S ; 265,804 il B0 ,427,
Red Alder .......... 348 285 326 461 I56f2 1,682
IREle cvveamecsomecsiscsans 313 243 326 275 1,472 1 2T
G raprg atiss &+ Fils <8 w6 a[s sioratoTs 76 85 95 61 415 322
ClOBIRIWAB » .5 s sesesesen o 143 192 193 159 B44 687
All other hardwoods .... = S = = = —
Total hardwoods 880 805 940 956 4,403 3,898
Total Froduction 319,564 320,271 266,744 277,114 1,381,104 1,431,059
SHIPMENTS
To: Points in Canada .. 95,248 94,478 73,902 88,545 398,408 416,954
Points in U.S.A. .... 88,327 72,770 92,457 81,160 397,255 397,865
United Kingdom .... 102,010 73,375 88,686 63,099 402,424 308,814
Other countries .... 6,434 15,343 11,016 26,197 56,949 - 120,036
Shipments reported .... 292,019 255,966 266,061 259,001 1,255,036 1,243,669
Estimated shipments of
reporting mills .c.oevese. 35,768 35,796 29,976 30,455 158,203 16273
Total shipments .c.cov0e0.. 327,787 291,762 296,037 289,456 1,413,239 1,403,942
May April
1952 1951 1952 1951
M tt. M ft, M ft. M ft.
STOCKS ON HAND
Douglas Fir..oossresereeee. ¥ 163,834 193,062 170,458 171,740
Hemlock v.ueeeisessenreassss ¥V 72,928 72,791 69,851 69,906
Balsam Fir ..ceceecsoeccoss 11,150 1,338 1,434 2i; 6%
Red Cedar .....eeeeoeoeeso Y 40,739 39,399 43,434 32,106
SPIUCE severonenearrncncne. ¥ 66,764 61,181 72,599 64,292
White Pine ...c.evoeceennes 17,206 14,338 18,178 11-1%07
Ponderosa Pine ...ocec000 10,613 10,089 8,956 9,037
Lodgepole Pine .......... 2,792 2, 511 2,505 15, 126
All other softwoods...... 8,754 10,736 11,792 10,142
Total softwoods ...... 384,680 405,505 399,207 B2y
RedrAlder ... osuanshisass e 392 764 417 23
Maple ......... I (B e 333 454 543 322
ENEICTI Bora orsiotatels siolsialaislotele s s a oo 133 161 265 113
Cottonwood ...... Nt L e 241 172 280 IN7
All other hardwoods .... = - - =
Total hardwoods ...... 1,099 18 551551 1,505 1,335
Total Stocks .....c.0.... 385,779 407,056 400,712 374,027
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Table 2. -~ Lumber and Ties Sawn

May, 1952,
COAST MILLS INTERIOR MILLS
Species
Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
! i MEt Vbl o, MRLEE. B.m., M ftb. i SNEEF b, MEH bim. M1t b. o
Douglas Fiz .. cloeeonopoes 110,874 7,768 118,642 22,080 9,437 31, 50000
Hepo@Ke: 4. - oo Gunk oo o oo 68,433 2,092 70,1525 1,938 422 2; 3610
Blalis gl W ix .. heakicende vew 58 148 206 121 307 428
Red Cedar ....covvvene.... 25 151 2,888 28,639 1,898 343 2,241
Sodical’d.......c0cvnn.nns. 5, 738 378 6, 116~ REyT9s 11,583 30,738
White Pine................ 2 1102 2 2, L.2% 3,948 768 4,716
Ponderosa Pine ......... 1 42 43 3,566 769 4 335
Lodgepole Pine.......... - - - L1 1, L2l 1,235
Allother softwoods ..... 162 L3 175 1.-538 2,849 4 387
Total, softwoods....... gl3i 1¢8 “"U8 B56 . 226 478 ° sS4 B2 27,599 81,951
Red Alder.....cccvvvnne... 181 119 300 - 7 7
INERAIEL o tote o o1500:0 01es ialoreiagiatatatots 208 50 258 - - =
123515 07cs) o U W SR S g 19 22 41 = 8 8
Cottonwood ........c...... 43 43 86 7 28 30
All other hardwoods .... = = =) 5 g &
Total, hardwoods ...... 451 234 685 2 43 45
Total, softwoods and
hardwoods ...... 213570 , 13,590 , 227 16l 54354 27,642 81,996
Ties
Dlong 1as i ...oievdias.. : B2 1,449 4,370 L7 ) Y L, 207 2,930
)2 (o0 (o] O o P P 3 274 18 (18] 10 = 10
Balsam Fir ...c.ccvoveee. = 120 120 = = =t
Red Cedar ..oovvevnernen.. = 147s 1953 = = —
SPIRLGIE Lp s B - T B 2 = =3 ] 94 94
Whihe PRlier. .. w55 ces = 144 144 = 5 3)
Ponderosa Pine ......... = = = + 11§ 19
Lodgepole Pine ......... 9 - - 299 306 605
All other softwoods .... 2 = = 166 611 A
Total, softwoods....... 3,658 2, 160 5,818 28 G2 2,248 4,440
RediAlde® . &.......cc06... = 41 41 = = =
Napile . coige oo cdslede - s claivion = 55 5% = = =
Bilwall ccelcbicmd. A, b T = 2 28" = = -
Cothonwood 2........ddce = 2 27 = = -
All other hardwoods .... . = = E = =
Total, hardwoods...... = 150 150 = & =
Total, softwoods and
hardwoods ...... 3,658 28110 5,968 2,192 2. 248 4,446
Lumber & Ties 217,228 15,900 233,128 £56,546 29,890 86,436
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Table 3. - Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties, My,. 1 952

By Truck By Water=- Total
(Local Sales) Rail borne Shipments
COAST MILLS '
TO: Points in Canada:
British Columbia .............. 37,759 3,602 762 42,123
Y ukon and Northwest Territories .......... 3 = 3
T S T 3,066 XXXXXX 3,066
Saskatchewan ......coceiiiiiiiiirinieiiinnnnenn, 1,758 XXXKXX 1,758
Manitoba ....ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 2,697 XXXXXX 2,697
PRANBICIO, oo srersiesre <Torsiess [ [sie <15]5) ¢ S[078 ¢ o Forwiass[sTs o o 0 00 s s1a o 08 9,008 - 9,008
Quebec .ooiiiiiii i 3379 - 3,379
New Brunswick ....cocveeeiiiiiiinniaiirienienens 734 = 734
Novas SCOIR.. ..« oo cisicsisiss.ciiosian o o stomaisioms « » Toiowm?oTr 288 = 288
Prince Edward Island ........cceviviiiiiian 21 - 21
Newfoundland .....c.ooovniiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiorenas 50 = 50
Total for Canada ............ 37,759 24,606 762 63,127
Points in U, S. A, :
PlacHT FIOTES . . voore oo mmsmmmniaios Nogligtolase oo esisisle aiols = 729 1, Bt 2,300
ALAEDEIE Porta ..veivs.on-om comonsronsnvescomes e 792 11,034 11,826
Other points, by rail ...c.ccieveveriverivienness 49,798 XXXXXX 49.798
Eetal fon Ul St A e rrrr e enslbes § PR EeseEeEees 51,319 12,605 63,924
United Kingdom .......cooivviniiniiiienenninaen. X 902 98,745 99,647
Other COUNtTies c.ververriiieerrniiioenrerennnens x 163 6271 6,434
Destination or carrier not specified .......c.coveeernccniosicrioameanioonaioaias =
Total shipments reported . 37,759 76,990 118,383 2358 132
Estimated shipments of
non-reporting MillS ....cicvviiiirieiotisrririiesarsessentostransetonsirosessres 11,632
Total shipments, reported and estimated ......... T T LT eas 244, 764
INTERIOR MILLS
TO: Points in Canada:
British Columbia ............. 12 5% 2,749 - 14,006
Yukon and Northwest Territories .......... 131 G 131
Alberta..cooviiriiieniencseinens 299 5,349 XXX XX 5,648
S SKAtCHEMW BT, 1o isoas ssianisesis s o oo simss sivisoisos 4,088 KXXXKX 4,088
VIS REGODEREE. « sis+isiotois)c oroRolembe s fe¥ere Sleresors. Horo » sjatetaiataivssis 3.505 XXXXXX 35105
(OIEUD (O b N O EERERE, IS TS e e et 4,512 = 4,512
QUEDEC iriiieiiiieiieaneeiei e ia e e 144 = 144
New Brunswick ... iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn, = = =
Nova Scotia ...... T 25 = 25
Prince Edward Island ...............ooiinn s, = = =
Newfoundland .......cooviiuiiiiniiinneiiineinans. 62 = 62
Total for Canada............ 11,556 20565 = 32112%
Points in U.S. A, :
IEASIHCREIONES . ovioieisisisisaBlente -aslle 4« TEERTE - - TLL = = pe
AFNADEIC IPOTES oo vunsse - anmmcenons ssessvocessss e 182 5 182
Other points, by rail ......cooeeniiiniiiia.. 24,221 XXXXKX 24,221
Total for U.S.A. cccovivvvreveerintmcsnsiienins 24,403 - 24,403
United Kingdom .....coieiirinviiieniininneeenans X 629 1,734 2 aas
Other countries ......coieevereiinieariiariennans X - - =
Destination or carrier not specified ....c.coaoviriiniierueciaeiiiraiaiinae... =
Total shipments reported... 11 B56 45,597 1,734 58,887
Estimated shipments of
DR RSN MM . sl Joglasmnss .« « ssisgessie +.o.00u.c <aSBE « - I - ERSEERTEREET 24,136
Total shipments, reported and estimated ................ciiinee e Pk

x Shipped by rail to Eastern Seaboard Port.



Table 4. - Stocks of Lumber and Ties at Sawmills

s & =

May, 1952

Species

COAST MILLS

INTERIOR MILLS

Reported Estimated Total

Reported Estimated Total

Sold (but not shipped)

DouglagF ir ..ewcs cnuec washio
HeMIQEK ..osbiomsmnse oo
Balsam Fir........ STeTassi e
Red Cedar .....o.vvvvenn.
TR - R S —
White Pine....ocovvveneanns
Ponderosa Pine ..........
Lodgepole Pine...........
All other softwoods .....

Total, softwoods........
Red Alder..c.c.cccovvveen...

Cotto@Weod ... .. w it
All other hardwoods ....
Total, hardwoods.......

Total, softwoods and

hardwoods .......

Unsold

Diouiglas T oo dowms. .
Hemlock.......... S R
Balsam Fir...ccveeveveeen.
Red Cedar ...cvvevvvevieen.
ARPUGE ;. evavririre ey gumrvier
White Pine.....ocvvvvennen.
Ponderosa Pine ..........
Lodgepole Pine ..........
All other softwoods .....

Total, softwoods ........
Red Alder .....covvvvennnn.

All other hardwoods ....
Total, hardwoods.......

Total, softwoods and

hardwoods .......

Sold and Unsold

Mft. b.m. Mft. b.m. Mft. b.m. Mft. b.m. Mft. b.m. Mftb. .

74,953 5,399 80,352 8,630 4,052 12,682
41,088 1,386 42,474 439 160 599
- 157 157 258 117 375
17,530 1,793 19,323 301 130 43]
4,504 %ai 4,725 8,378 4,440 12,818
3,116 100 3,216 529 294 823
20 25 45 2,494 298 2,792

- - - 39 543 582
404 8 412 415 1,316 1,731
141,615 9,089 150,704 21,483 11.350 _ 32,833
195 94 289 - 3 3

192 62 254 - - -

38 29 67 - 3 3

39 40 79 18 10 28
464 225 689 18 16 34
142,079 9,314 151,393 21,501 11,366 32,867
33,079 3,453 36,532 20,193 14,075 34,268
26,829 886 27,715 1,582 558 2,140
- 100 100 12 406 418
17,368 1,147 18,515 2,017 453 2,470
2,119 142 2,261 31,534 15,426 46,960
1,189 64 1,253 10,893 1,021 11,914
12 16 28 6,712 1,036 7,748

- - - 325 1,885 2,210
665 4 669 1,372 4,570 5,942
81,261 5812 87.073 74,640 39,430 114,070
31 60 91 - 9 9

40 39 79 - - -

31 18 49 3 11 14

13 27 40 57 37 94

115 144 259 %0 57 117
81,376 5,956 87,332 74,700 39,487 114,187
223,455 15,270 238,725 96,201 50,853 147,054

-
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Table 5. - Distribution of Orders on Hand at Eind of May, 1952 and

Lumber Purchased from Other Mills (Coast Mills Only)

May April
1952 1951 1952 193]
e il M ft M ft. M ft. M ft.
ORDERS ON HAND
For shipment to points in British
Columbia
dlamm] ......... 0., Ry Sy 14,370 8 353 13,629 15,519
Coastwise and interior................. 3,074 3. 130 5 286 T2
e . 17,444 22,083 18,915 19,231
For shipment by rail to:
Prairie Provinces ......cevveiiviinnnn. 8,411 14,862 10,592 16,856
Eastern Provinces.......c.ccoveeevnnn. 20,295 34,962 25,486 38,678
United States of America ............ 38,674 35, @11 45,079 42,608
TOtal oeneineeen e 67,380 84,895 81,157 98,142
For waterborne shipment to:
California ......covvivininrnnnnnnniennns 2,330 310 1 7% 2,869
U.S. Atlantic Ports ...ovevvvviiinennn.. 23511 4,421 9,921 5,046
Eastern Canada.........cccoviiivivnnnn. 85 2,540 - 3,351
Export Markets .........cocoevvviinenn... 206,726 284,758 286,097 311,135
Wotl .. . v Py 232.652 292,029 297,815 322,401
TOTAL ORDERS ON HAND ......... 317,476 399,007 397,887 439,774
LUMBER PURCHASED FROM OTHER
VS 7.928 7,947 4,939 10,851
Table 6. - Number of Active Mills Reporting,
May, 1952
May April
1952 1951 1952 1951
17 T AR . S, No. 103 121 97 148
INterior ..oviiiiieiienenrrasaaieennns No 182 127, 129 12)1
Total, British Columbia........ No 285 248 226 243

A few returns received after compilations were closed have been omitted.

6504-509
22=-7-52
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