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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

November, 1953

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 266,235 M ft.
in November, 1953 as compared with 309,226 M ft. in November, 1952 a decrease
of 13.9 p.c. from the previous year and a decrease of 11.4 p.c. from the previous
month. Production of Coast mills, which account for 79.0 p.c. of the total, showed
an increase of 3.2 p.c. over the same month of the previous year, and the Interior
mills, which produced the remaining 21.0 p.c. showed a decrease of 46.9 p.c. Ship-
ments in November, 1953 totalled 256,199 M ft., as compared with 268,241 M ft.
the previous year, a decrease of 4.5 p.c. with Coast mills registering an increase
of 9.2 p.c. but Interior mills a decrease of 35.5 p.c. Total shipments for November
decreased by 12.5 p.c. from the October figure of 292,883 M ft. Stocks on hand at
the end of November, 1953 amounted to 462,381 M ft., as compared with 400,086 M
ft. at the end of November the previous year and 458,591 M ft. at the end of October
of this year. Coast mills reported stocks totalling 275,321 M ft., while Interior
mills showed 187,060 M ft.

Summary Figures

Table 1 gives a cgmparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of
sawn lumber and tigs for all British Columbia sawmills for October and November,
1952 and 1953. Details by species are given for production and stocks while ship~
ments are shown by destination. Total production decreased from 395,233 M ft. in
October, 1952%t0 309,226 M ft. in November, 1952 and from 300,544 M ft. in October
to 266,235 M ft. in November, 1953. Shipments totalled 292,883 M ft. in October
1953 and 256,199 M ft. in November, 1953 as compared with 332,706 M ft. in October
and 268,241 M ft. in November of 1952. Stocks on hand at sawmills increased from
396,152 M ft. in October, 1952 to 400,086 M ft. in November and increased from
458,591 M ft. in October, 1953 to 462,381 M ft. in November of this year.

Production

Table 2 gives particulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and
Interior mills separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and
ties, by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 205,283
M ft. in November, 1953 as compared with 53,694 M ft. reported by Interior mills.
Sawn tie production of Coast mills was 5,037 M ft. in November as compared with
2,221 M ft. for Interior mills. Coast mills accounted for 79.0 p.c. of the total pro-
duction of sawn lumber and ties in November, 1953 as compared with 65.9 p.c. the
previous year. The percentages of Coast mills during October, 1953 and 1952
respectively, were 74.2 and 61.1 p.c.

Prepared in the Forestry Section, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa.
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Shipments
— Table 3 gives details of lumber and tie shipments, by months, for Coast mills
and Interior mills separately. Shipments by truck, by rail and waterborne are shown
for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to the United Kingdom and
to other countries, for all mills reporting. Total estimated shipments of non-report-
ing mills are also given. It is to noted, however, that some lumber originally re-
ported as having been shipped to points in British Columbia may have been re-shipped
to other provinces or exported by the purchasers and reported by them also, thereby
causing a certain amount of duplication.

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 203,032 M ft. in November of 1953 and
210,772 M ft. in October, 1953 as compared with 185,857 M {ft. in November, 1952
and 217,114 M ft. in the previous month, while the Interior mills shipped 53,167 M ft.
and 82,384 M ft. in November, 1953 and 1952 and 82,111 M ft. and 115,592 M {t. in
October, 1953 and 1952. Of all shipments actually reported for November, 28.2 p.c.
went to points in Canada, 37.9 p.c. to points in United States, 20.2 p.c. to the United
Kingdom and 13.7 p.c. to other countries. Waterborne shipments accounted for 50.5
p.c. of the total, while 34 6 p.c. went by rail, and 14.9 p.c. by truck. '

Stocks

"Table 4 gives particulars of stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills by months.
It distinguishes between stocks sold but not shipped and stocks unsold, and between
stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at Coast mills in
October and November, 1953 amounted to 271,107 M ft. and 275,321 M ft. as com-
pared with 239,353 M ft. and 245,908 M ft. in October and November of 1952. Inte-
rior mills stocks decreased from 156,799 M ft. in October to 154,178 M ft. in No-
vember, 1952 and decreased from 187,484 M ft. in October to 187,060 M ft. in
November, 1953. Unsold stocks accounted for approximately 29.8 p.c. of the total
in November, 1953 as compared with 27.3 p.c. in November, 1952 for Coast mills,
while for the Interior mills the percentages were, respectively, 89.4 and 77.6.

Orders on Hand

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand at the end of the months of
October and November, 1952 and 1953 for Coast mills only. Similar information is
not collected from Interior mills and no attempt has been made to estimate orders
on hand of non-reporting mills on the Coast. Destination and mode of shipments
are shown in this table, which also gives total lumber purchases reported by some
mills. Total orders on hand at the end of November, 1953 amounted to 335,519 M
ft. as compared with 317,248 M ft. in November, 1952. Orders on hand at the end of
October, 1953 and 1952 amounted to 292,114 M ft. and 286,566 M ft., respectively.
Purchases of lumber from other mills amounted to 10,054 M ft. in November, 1953
and 5,245 M ft. in November, 1952 as compared with 3,189 M ft. in October, 1953
and 4,587 M ft. in October, 1952.

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the number of active mills reporting each month for the Coast
and Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for November accounted for
86.9 p.c. of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1951 com-
pared with 75.0 p.c. for the previous year. The percentages for October, 1952
and 1953 were 73.9 and 87.0 respectively. It is hoped that the compilation will
eventually include all mills in the 500,000 feet and over classification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia L.umber Manufacturers' Association,
Interior Lumber Manufacturers' Association and Northern Interior Lumbermen's
Association in the collection of these statisties is gratefully acknowledged.
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Table 1. - Comparative Summary of Production, Shipments and Stocks of Lumber

and Ties of British Columbia Sawmills, November, 1953

November October 11 Months
1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 1952
M1t Mt Mt MIt M 1t M It
PRODUCTION '
Douglas Fir 138,785 153,655 159,743 201,375 1,681,200 1,615,526
Hemlock .. . ... ... 64,536 55,108 64,067 58,155 692,213 617,664
Balsam Fir 553 1,085 691 1,243 12,335 10,851
Red @ cdar™ ffaves n- - 29,939 31,388 34,631 38,843 381,080 307,179
B A i v e e 20,834 49,449 25,496 71,407 554,480 620,579
White Pine ......c.co. . ... 3,284 585315 3,574 6,360 56,282 65,946
Ponderosa Pine . 2,725 3,218 2,864 3,907 40,151 49 238
Lodgepole Pine ... .. 1,293 2,639 2,276 3,645 3R 72 30,460
All other softwoods .. ... 4,022 6,760 6.904 9,872 81,549 83,586
Total Softwoods ........ 265,971 308,817 300,246 394,777 3,530,562 3,401,029
IRV e 7 T T - s i B 150 147 119 168 2,204 2,861
INAETEIE) ba.. ol Lol . i, e 78 99 104 114 1,742 2,314
20U G ) r TS N e A 18 48 24 53 383 718
Gottontwood .. 5. o kie. . b 18 115 5il 121 510 15 7
All other hardwoods .... - - - - = 3
Total hardwoods....... 264 409 298 456 4,839 7,468
Total Production ...... 266,235 309,226 300,544 395,233 3,535,401 3,408,497
SHIPMENTS Fevr
To: Points in Canada 65,056 80,778 82,062 101,294 1,047,553 933,887
Points in U.S A. 87,463 98,888 107,471 122,626 1,159,581 901,777
United Kingdom 46,625 29,718 36,512 41,540 416,838 656,547
Other countries 31,930 22,244 35,452 19,738 285,129 131,815
Shipments reported 231,074 231,628 261,497 285,198 2,909,101 2,624,026
Estimated shipments
of non-reporting mills 25,125 36,613 31,386 47,508 421,842 419,235
Total Shipments ........ 256,199 268,241 292,883 332,706 3,330,943 3,043,261
November October
1953 1952 1953 1952
M 1t. M 1it. M 1t. M it.
STOCKS ON HAND
Dlowgla SEFIR Gt e <o 208,751 187,330 207,714 186,947
Hemmllock .. M coenee sns e 87,388 68,888 81,927 63,537
Balsam Fir .......ceecuvs 2,244 975 1,210 I (072!
Red Cedar .....ccovnvanenns 45,149 38,808 47,626 37,646
Spruce ......oomren. 81,120 71,461 80,359 76,019
White Pine ................ 128375 9,553 11,040 7,996
Ponderosa Pine ......... 3 10,028 10,005 19,254 9,734
Lodgepole Pine ........... 3,715 3,018 3,600 2,935
All other softwoods ..... 117 9,358 14,571 9,805
Total softwoods........ 462, 187 399,396 458,301 395,691
Red Alder ......cvevene. L 63 29 101 157
ST S S TR S 54 212 98 119
T2 S T T A o A SN0 M o 40 76 47 53
Coettenwoald «m m.«=ooe oo 34 167 44 132
All other hardwoods ... 3 - - -
Total hardwoods ...... 194" 690 29U 61
Total Stocks ........... 462,381 400,086 458,591 396,152
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Table 2. - Lumber and Ties Sawn
November, 1953

‘ ) COAEST MILLS INTERIOR MIL.LS
SR Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m.Mit.b.m. Mft.b.m. M ft.b.m.

Lumber
Douglas Fir ............ 104,351 4,626 108,977 13,582 9,716 23,298
Hlemlock v ool s o 60,337 1,013 61,350 2,333 457 2,790
Balsam Fir ...cc........ 130 60 190 58 305 363
Red Cedar ........ccun. 23,256 872 28,828 894 2T BT F
SIS 1% i A8 o fage ofbis oyl 3,361 440 3,801 6,148 10,879 171025
White Pine ......cocvn... 1,233 53 1,286 IS3pll5 668 1,983
Ponderosa Pine........ 32 26 58 2,032 631 2,663
Lodgepole Pine ....... - 1 1 283 847 1,130
All other softwoods ... 510, 28 545 943 2,369 3,312
Total, softwoods...... [T 7,009 . 295 O3k ' 27, 588 26,089 53.677
Red Alder .............. 103 46 149 - 1 1
NN OmAlL. . 2 8= 7. L A, . 37 41 78 - - -
o011 T o e 1 1 8 - 8 10
Cottonwood ............. 2 10 12 2, 6 6
All other hardwoods . - - - - - -
Total, hardwoods..... . 143 104 247 2 18 18
Total, softwoods

and hardwoods ...... 198,060 ThiZe3 205,283 27,590 26,104 53,694
Ties
Wotelasy TEAT . huees...- 4,418 225 4,643 944 928 1,867
FlemloGh . ... ...isd.0 o Bl62, 42 394 - 2 &
Blalisam, Fir L.ioogee.. - - - - - -
RieGA@adair i......0.b- .- - - = = = =
- ETTEET - - - - 6 6
White Pine ............. - - - - 15 15
Ponderosa Pine........ - - - - 4 4
Lodgepole Pine ....... - - - - 162 la
All other softwoods .. _ = - = 21 128 165
Total, softwoods ..... 4,770 267 S0 31Tk 981 1,240 er 22N
RleGWAN dlemiit ! te Ao - - - - - -
NAGEIEL" . ok o Pl e o 3 ’ - - = L 4 -
EhbEE B A ol ! Rl . - - - - - -
Cottonwood ............. - - - - - -
All other hardwoods . - - - - - -
Total, hardwoods .... = = - - = =
Total, softwoods

and hardwoods ....... 4,770 267 5,037 981 1,240 2,221

TLumber and Ties 202,830 7,490 210,320 28,571 27,344 5585
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Table 3. - Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties November,A 1953

By Truck By Water- Total
(L.ocal Sales) Rail borne Shipments
COAST MILLS M ft.b.m. Mitbm. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m.
TO:Points in Canada:
British Columbia .......cccvvvennne 27,776 1,865 694 30,335
Y ukon and Northwest Territories .............. - - -
YIRS AN SETEY: fore TSI ToT (5 = STaKoie 7o o = siirolals 1o ETRe # s leTae s [s1aTarss 1,980 XXXXKX 1,980
SaskatCheWan . .covei.erieenensaensosonontonsosnsossss 1,449 AXXAXX 1,449
INAEIOIDRL . Js121s - /o1 ©/sie /s srole]ool=eolo ale [Elalarelalelal faTasfaTelelsaata « o & 2,593 KAXKKK 2,593
(il o) RO PR e — 6,933 - 6,933
(OMIETTED, oo of oo T T R SO I 1,622 - 1,622
NIRRT EURBITIC R o B ol o ¢'sjoors st lolilos & olsli's o aie o6 o ols 64 - 64
GRS O bt | oo o eists T « o5 s rolottiblopbeisjodlete o o o v o« 113 - 113
Prince Edward Island ..ocooevn vieiniienaraianinn. - - -
I WHOAIRALAIT! . . . o« eirgeie ssrsie doie oo sialifdiole & oo oalnioiarsios s ois 69 - 69
Total for @Ganada ..o....iveeee-b. 27,776 16,688 694 45,158
Points in U.S.A.:
EECIGS TG HSN W o -fioile e - B D B0 oo oo s SRR 5 s 474 1,052 1,526
AMIIITIEIEE BRIGES il s o cioc oot besiotain saisiainnisin s sosvaasssenass 822 38,028 38,850
Othedr points, by rail ........ccceiiiiiiiiiiinna. . 33,780 XKXXXXX 33,780
R AR RIS in A, 51 - « « sds opelebHors & s sialele = CRIERE R - * + 35,076 39,080 74,156
DR EIRREOTN . ...on00conviiiiiiiinee BTG o e oo 1,614 33 30T 45,915
O TR EORMIE LIS fis s e o sonedeeieetonamieiarossenis & 25 31,867 31,892
BESHneticonlag carrier not specified .......ciceiiie. i Bubi - e ok o g -
Total shipments reported ...... 27,776 53,403 115,942 197,121
Estimated shipments of
HoN-PAperting mills .....co..ooiiiiiiiiiiiii s i et s e s e e 5,90}
Total shipments, reported and estimated . .......cccoviiiiiiniiiiaiai. LU
INTERIOR MILLS
TO:Points in Canada:
British Columbia .........00uv... 6,188 658 - 6,846
Yukon and Northwest Territories ......covvnnn 2 - 2
VA5 AT bl oo i TR U A 563 eSS XXXXKX 3,718
Saskatchewan ..... o o o A NN o0 8 T NGO 2,860 XXXXXX 2,860
B il o L o ks P PO (P (o - pRrsei s I S, R 2,424 KXXXXX 2,424
(TR T ok, i SO A PN wat N et are o <BGET g - 3,665 - 3,665
(OrrE oxe el ] R L A I R R O P S 317 - 317
IRISS AP SERAIEIICHE . oo o cravees sen s cne aipe e e Setoisis s siglsiones - - -
[ EReE T e ake o NN | P - - -
Prince Edward Island ..... . W s Pl o - - -
T O PHORAEIMIENIUOL i« oo leiminie oo = afs s « ol = erols msioiorsisionsn Easfil s 47 - 47
Total for Canada ....c.....cccn- 6,781 13,147 - 19,898
Points in U.S. A
RUCNGH TG @GS - foke aterste o= o v e ors oo o0 57 oL oloture s olefiles wreloapslorh s IS0 - 155
VRN POSFLS, 5. . .« oo o e as spagslagstars s Bfblagberera o s vie o - - -
Otlie t poinls, by rail . ....cocciveiereciainionceisens 13,152 AHXKXXXX 130 152
TN NIC TR SIRIAY: « o/s e 5 - = =« 5 oJol shoinis @ a7 vas o s a s e e s - 13,307 - 13,307
QO T T S R S R P I S - ] 0% 710
(Q s YT 101 R [ R S B e P SR x - 38 38
Be s tinatieny dilcatstue not SPEAETIE Lof v a5 -« o o f e o e EEee e 2@ -
Total shipments reported ....... 6,751 26,454 748 33,953
Estimated s ments of ;
non=re ing Mills .. . oiiiiiiiiie i i is i e ia e __é%%éf}r_
Total s 1pments reported and estimated ...l ;

x Shipped by rail to Easftern Seaboard Port.
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Table 4. - Stocks of IL.umber and Ties at Sawmills

November, 1953

Species

COAST MILLS

INTERIOR MILI.S

Reported Estimated Total

Reported Estimated Total

Sold (but not shipped)

BDasESNEFTTE s el
Hiehmllolalke o 2 .oz oo 7 4
Brillslam Fir <. :e...: :
R Gedayr . prrm . . a0 e
) 0)1E 10 (e TR S
White Pine .....c..0... .
Ponderosa Pine ......
lL.ongepole Pine ...... :
All other softwoods ..
Total, softwoods .....
Red Alder ........ouue ..
IIGEIIS M. . . . oo e ooty o0
1211 7 ot g TP L :
Cottonwood .............
All other hardwoods .
Total, hardwoods ....

Total, softwoods

and hardwoods .......

Unsold

BGWEHASINEETY .. 155005
EemalaGles oy 1. pf-oni. a
BalSiamal i e . oo -
Red Cedar ....coevvnen..
SIOMRAGIET kol i5. 1 o s ST e s o 2
White Pine .............
Ponderosa Pine .......
Lodgepole Pine .......

All other softwoods .

Total, softwoods .....
Red Alder ...... o 3 .

© OBEER NV OBIE: "o s
All other hardwoods .

Total, hardwoods ..

Total, softwoods
and hardwoods ......

Mft.b.m. Mift.b.m. Mft.b.m. Mft.b.m. Mft.b.m. Mft.b.m.

Sold and Unsold

98,187 4,456 102,643 4,697 3,777 8,474
60,684 969 61,653 193 163 356
550 55 ,605 oo 108 108
19,844 801 20,645 207 7% 284
3,854 404 4,258 1,375 3,864 5,239
2,776 49 2825 1,921 242 2,163
- 24 24 1,693 225 1,918

3 1 i % 358 365
445 26 4R 49 ]R8 937
186,340 6,785 LoB-128 10,142 9,702 19,844
- 47 42 - - -

- 38 38 - - -

- 6 6 - 3 5]

. 10 10 - 2 2

- 96 96 = 5 5
186,340 6,881 193,221 10,142 9,707 19,849
37,161 1,893 39,054 26,765 31,815 58,580
19,013 412 19,425 4,581 1,373 5,954
8 23 31 588 912 1,500
20,653 341 20,994 2,607 649 3,226
983 172 LS8 137,912~ &2, 564 70,468
1,136 21 1,157 4,188 2,042 6,230
10 10 20 6,167 1,899 8,066

- - - 332 2 017 3,349

209 11 220 2] 7,468 9,789
79,173 2,883 82886 85,436 8l 7261 167,162
- i 18 - 3 F.

- 16 16 - - -

- 5} 3 24 28

- 4 4 - 18 18

3 - 8 - - -

3 41 44 45 49
79,176 2,924 82,108 85,440, 81,77k 6%, 211
265,516 9,805 205,321 95,582 91,478 187,060
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Table 5. - Distribution of Orders on Hand at End of November 1953 and

Lumber Purchased from Other Mills (Coast Mills Only)

October

November
1953 1952 1953 1952
M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft.
ORDERS ON HAND
For shipment to points in British
Columbia
10,5 581 o SRR ™ AR IE A T 10,598 7,691 11,913 7,584
Coastwise and Interior .......... 2,664 4,555 2,966 3,580
U LSRG S o TR e P 13,262 12,246 14,879 11,164
For shipment by rail to:
Prairie Provinces ........ R 5,905 7,592 6,402 6,725
Eastern Provinces .............. ! 13,477 16,748 12,015 13,002
United States of America ....... 28,044 38,165 34,873 44,480
T i e SO R R S T 46,839 62,505 53,290 64,207
For waterborne shipment to:
T e L 3,903 1,081 120 16102
U.S. Atlantic Ports .......c.o..... 46,237 47,603 38,408 52, 705
Eastemit Ganlada oo psmomme.ios o 1,150 i10 1,450 -
Exparts Markets . ........c...0000. 224,128 193,703 183,967 156,890
TN o)) D ey, 5 o 5 e S 275,418 242,497 223,945 T
TOTAL ORDERS ON HAND ....... 335,519 317,248 292,114 286,566
LUMBER PURCHASED FROM
(NPT ERNITTRSISE 8808 oo vonae o 10,054 5,245 3,189 4,587
Table 6 - Number of Active Mills Reporting
| November, 1953
November October
1953 1952 1953 252
(15 Y e No. 99 21 102 Ios
TLT10 (2 Tt TS e e B No. 136 211 199 237
Total, British Columbia No. 235 310 301 340

6504-509: 22-1-54

A few returns received after compilations were closed have been omitted.
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