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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

MAY, 1953

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 305,621 M ft.
in May, 1953 as compared with 349,542 M ft. in May, 1952 a decrease of 12.6 p.c.
from the previous year but an increase of 7.1 p.c. over the previous month. Pro-
duction of Coast mills, which account for 70.0 p.c. of the total, showed a decrease of
12.5 p.c. from the same month of the previous year, and the Interior mills, which
produced the remaining 30.0 p.c. showed a decrease of 12.7 p.c. Shipments in May,
1953 totalled 318,802 M ft., as compared with 327,787 M ft. the previous year, a
decrease of 2.7 p.c. with Coast mills registering a decrease of 6.0 p.c. but Interior
mills an increase of 6.9 p.c. Total shipments for May increased by 5.3 p.c. over
the April figure of 302,738 M ft. Stocks on hand at the end of May, 1953 amounted
to 416,302 M ft. , as compared with 385,779 M ft. at the end of May the previous
year and 424,926 M ft. at the end of April of this year. Coast mills reported stocks
totalling 238,298 M ft., while Interior mills showed 178,004 M ft.

Summary Figures
Table 1 gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of

~sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for April and May, 1952 and
1953. Details by species are given for production and stocks while shipments are
shown by destination. Total production increased from 289,228 M ft. in April, 1952
to 349,542 M ft. in May, 1952 and from 285,296 M ft. in April to 305,621 M ft, in
May, 1953. Shipments totalled 302,738 M ft. in April, 1953 and 318,802 M ft. in
May, 1953 as compared with 296,037 M ft. in April and 327,787 M ft. in May of 1952.
Stocks on hand at sawmills decreased from 400,712 M ft. in April, 1952 to 385,779 M
ft. in May and decreased from 424,926 M ft. in April, 1953 to 416,302 M ft. in May
of this year.

Production

Table 2 gives particulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and
Interior mills separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and
ties, by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 210,040
M ft. in May, 1953 as compared with 89,508 M ft. reported by Interior mills. Sawn
tie production of Coast mills was 3,781 M ft. in May as compared with 2,292 M ft.
for Interior mills. Coast mills accounted for 70.0 p.c. of the total production of
sawn lumber and ties in May, 1953 as compared with 69.9 p.c. the previous year.
The percentages of Coast mills during April, 1953 and 1952 respectively, were 74.5
and 76.6 p.c.

Prepared in the Forestry Section, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa.



Shipments

Table 3 gives details of lumber and tie shipments, by months, for Coast
mills and Interior mills separately. Shipments by truck, by rail and waterborne
are shown for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to United
Kingdom and to other countries, for all mills reporting. Total estimated ship~
ments of non-reporting mills are also given. It is to be noted, however, that
some lumber originally reported as having been shipped to points in British
Columbia may have been re-shipped to other provinces or exported by the pur-
chasers and reported by them also, thereby causing acertain amount of duplication.

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 230,076 M ft. in May of 1953 and
224,882 M ft. in April, 1953 as compared with 244,764 M ft. in May, 1952 and
228,064 M ft. in the previous month, while the Interior mills shipped 88,726 M
ft. and 83,023 M ft. in May, 1953 and 1952 and 77,856 M ft. and 67,973 M ft. in
April, 1953 and 1952. Of all shipments actually reported for May, 35.9 p.c. went
to points in Canada, 40.7 p.c. to points in United States, 12.6 p.c. to the United
Kingdom and 10.8 p.c. to other countries. Waterborne shipments accounted for
43 9 p.c. of the total, while 38.8 p.c. went by rail, and 17.3 p.c. by truck.

Stocks

= Table 4 gives particulars ot stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills by
months, It distinguishes between stocks sold but not shipped and stocks unsold,
and between stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at
Coast mills in April and May, 1953 amounted to 260,427 M ft. and 238,298 M ft.
as compared with 247,620 M ft. and 238,725 M ft. in April and May of 1952. In-
terior mills stocks dec reased from 153 092 M ft. in April to 147,054 M ft. in
May, 1952 but increased from 164,499 M ft. in April to 178,004 M ft. in May
1953. Unsold stocks accounted for approximately 28.5 p.c. of the total in May,
1953 as compared with 36.6 p.c. in May, 1952 for Cpast mills, while for the In-
terior mills the percentages were, respectively, 82.8 and 77.6.

Orders on Hand

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand at the end of the months of
April and May, 1952 and 1953 for Coast mills only. Similar information is not
collected from Interior mills and no attempt has been made to estimate orders on
hand of non-reporting mills on the Coast. Destination and mode of shipments are
shown in this table, which also gives total lumber purchases reported by some
mills. Total orders on hand at the end of May, 1953 amounted to 269,054 M ft.
as compared with 317,476 M ft. in May, 1952. Orders on hand at the end of
April, 1953 and 1952 amounted to 32(Q,506 M ft. and 397,887 M ft., respectively.
Purchases of lumber from other mills amounted to 5,408 M ft. in May, 1953
and 7,920 M ft. in May, 1952 as compared with 5,596 M ft. in April, 1953 and
4,939 M ft. in April, 1952.

Active Mills Reporting

Table b gives the number of active mills reporting each month for the
Coast and Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for May accounted
for 84.6 p.c. of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1951
compared with 78.3 p.c. for the previous year. The percentages for April, 1952
and 1953 were 79.8 and 88.2 respectively. It is hoped that the compilation will
eventually include all mills in the 500,000 teet and over classification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers' Associa-
tion, Interior Lumber Manufacturers' Association and Northern Interior Luthberman's
£.ssociation in the collection of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged.
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Table 1 - Comparative Summary of Production, Shipments and Stocks of LLumber

and Ties of British Columbia Sawmills, May, 1953,

PRODUCTION
Douglas Fir .
Hemlock .....
Balsam Fir
Red Cedar ..
SPrUECE ..o0002000000200005
White Pine ....
Ponderosa Pine .,.....
Ladogepale Ping .......
All other softwoods .

Total softwoods ....
Red Alder ....ca0005000 ]
Maple ...... o20n080000s000
2 e TR, [ GRR—"
Cottonwood ..cccor00s.5-
All other hardwoods .

Total hardwoods ..

Total Production..

SHIPMENTS
To: Points in Canada
Points in U.S.A.
United Kingdom
Other countries
Shipments reported

200nB30es 00

260830009002

NeONeBONNean

LR RN ]

Estimated shipments of

non-reporting mills
Total shipments .......

STOCKS ON HAND

Douglas Fir .
Hemlock ....

Balsam Fir .....c000-0.

Red Cedar ......o0000s

Spruce ...... soosesvosanas
White Pine ,cocooes0s0040
Ponderosa Pine .,.....
Lodgepole Pine .......
All other softwoods ..

Total softwoods ...
Red Alder......
MiEple ...cooeecnns c0202900
Birch ..........
‘Cottonwood ........0.000

All other hardwoods .
Total hardwoods ..
Total Stocks ,......

May April 5 Months
1953 1952 1963 1952 1953 1952
M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft. M f{t M ft.
154,482 170,531 141,933 142,648 749.641 710,592
59,428 77,934 56,691 65.746 1.8 102 326,412
1,106 862 571 734 5,395 4,081
35, 105 32;961 36,023 32,747 177,341 154,411
37,349 44,269 32,679 30,343 255,482 220,676
4,104 8,177 6.291 ] 24,575 32,446
4,768 5490 8,251 3,168 15,991 16,019
1,794 2N 22 1.516 1,176 14,969 11,166
7,148 6,351 5,958 5,420 34,671 29,801
305,284 348,617 284.913 288,225 1,596 187 1,505,604
143 365 159 . F RN b . 1,759
124 326 148 342 1 ,069 1,541
33 80 a9 108 185 467
C¥ | 154 47 210 ZNT 903
337 935 383 1,003 2,907 4,670
305,621 349,542 285,296 289,228 1,599,094 1,510,274
101,902 95,248 90,169 78:;902. . 469,802 398,408
115,301 88,327 114,205 92,457 539,725 39Tp255
35,760 102,010 42,093 88,686 207,137 402,424
30,602 6,434 27,665 11,016 116,103 56,949
283,565 292,019 274,132 266,061 1,332,267 1,255,036
35,237 35,768 28,606 29,976 170,677 158,203
318,802 327,787 302.738 296,037 1,502,944 1,413,239
May April
1983 1952 1958 1952
M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft.
181,553 163,834 192,799 170,458
67,339 12,928 69,999 69,851
2,078 1,050 1,232 1,434
44,509 40,739 46,297 43,434
82,855 66.764 79,401 T, 999
10,824 17,206 10,061 18,178
1 1094 10,613 10,002 8,956
3.460 2,792 3y 28% 2,505
1L JE0E 8,754 11.445 1182
415,558 384,680 424221 399,207
301 4 2871 417
403 333 230 543
154 133 101 265
86 241 93 280
944 4 AU 705 1. 505
416,302 385,779 424,926 400J712
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Table 2 - LLumber and Ties Sawn, May, 1953,

COAST MILLS

INTERIOR MILLS

Species : -
Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
M1t.b.m, M. b.a. M ft.b.mal MmN Et.b.oa. M Tt baa.
Lumbg_x:
Douglas Fir wees-... 110,399 5,101 115,500 20,733 13,130 33,863
Hemlock ..000000050050 54,617 1,203 55,820 2,404 942 3,346
Balsam Fir .....-».. 246 82 328 330 448 s
Red Cedar .....0.0:0. 32,184 15252 33,456 1,314 331 1,645
SPruce ...-000530000040 2,997 289 3,286 18,555 15,437 33,992
White Pine .......... 32 58 790 2,084 1,214 3,298
Ponderosa Pine .... 11 3 43 31578 1,124 4,702
Lodgepole Pine .... - 1 1 369 1,257 1,626
All other softwoods 475 29 504 2,764 3,469 6,233
Total, softwoods 201,661 8,067 209,728 S5l B 3 B5R 89,483
Red Alder . 59 83 142 - 1 i
Maple ..ons0 00000 48 75 123 - 1 0
) S5 5l ] A pp— T 16 28 3 7 10
Cottonwood — = 24 24 4 9 i)
All other hardwoods = = - = - -
Total, hardwoods. 114 198 312 T 18 25
Total, softwoods and
hardwoods, 201,775 8,265 210,040 524 15318 37,370 89,508
E‘ies
Douglas Fir ....000sc 3,344 173 3iold 787 845 1,602
Hemlock ..osa0s90000s 227 33 260 - 2 2
Balsam Fir ...0..55 5 - = - - -
Red Cedar ,onnsnss0aa 4 - 4 - - -
SPrUCE .uosoceasssncnss = = = 65 6 71
White Pme oreeia c i 409 - - - - 16 16
Ponderosa Pine ..., - - - 19 4 23
Lodgepole Pine ... - - = - 167 167
All other softwoods - - - 228 183 411
Total, softwoods . 3,915 206 3,781 1,069 B2 243 2,292
Red Alder ......c.... - = = - - -
Maple ,...ssosunoss = = - = - -
Birich, .ensiveen - - - - - -
Cottonwood = = = = - -
All other hardwoods = = = - - -
Total, hardwoods = = - = - -
Total, softwoods and
hardwoods . 3,575 206 3,781 1,069 . &228 2,292
Lumber and Ties 205,350 8,471 213,821 53,210 38,593 91,800
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Table 3 - Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties, May,1953.

By Truck
(Local Sales)

By
Rail

Water-

borne

Total

Shipments

COAST MILLS M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m.

TO: Points in Canada:
British Columbia .....0e0un002000 35,675

Yukon and Northwest Territories ...c.ccocoens -
ASMBEITEA r S 2 oEE T b o5 o+ 515 405 » SRGTe s o e s e 5 51 e ois
Saskatchewan .....,...co00000000000000000000 5 oo
IV GRS F¥eratn o o 0i01ni0ia1aisidlatoisis o10501010i0 210 e 02010 a1fo 010 olo o S1e N TbLe s 1o
(O ED T VO SRyl PRI SRRE 5 S - Bt O, 356 D00
(OISIRIEIE! 1o o Noie/Moxe wisiointoraio sféreiniossiofoleiafpis o FoBAE T slato o 2 ols o o1s o fejo  ialale

NIEWIPBTRURSTEACKE 10000 o das s B sxatoe Bl ofo s 14 3/t 01510 BBl a o331
Nova Scotia ....ccns.s YV, o alave) T o TaTat LTl o o oYl M Tata
Prince Edward Island e 1o/ 0SB o FBoroe sireioin IR 000 o
e wifonandlRTE L. .4 . o bolbiass s e ose s sl sismit sius, sl 5:oplasre .

2,628

2,537
2,568
2,391
12,361
2,686
230
320

57

64

M ft.b.m.

1,163

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

M tt.b.m.,

39,466

2,537
2,568
2,391
12,361
8, 372
230
320

57

64

Total for Canada.....;.....,m. §5,575 25,842 1,749 53,266

Points in U.S.A.:

T 6 v (O 257 R S R 00 S0 00 B Dt (Ot

Al ANt RO BSI i <o + 010 s oo T eselahielelsls) o s alsiafoie - ajsls o sielelelale

Otienypoiiiicy BY xaills s oes coniiodhiisns sl snp s e
iR ool WLSIAL. .. .ssctnhseionse oseealsion ol

Wi tled FGRGAAIR oo o avrs s 6505 oo e o sinm o o el

Other countries ........ns002100000200000 SR T 20 1 51

Destination or carrier not specified ..c..000000:05000000

418
583
36,906

2,368
54,037
XXXXXX

2,786
54,620
36.906

37,907

56,405

94,312

102
15

35, 382
30,587

Re9essd0na DesemrstornRINGesT e

35,424
30,602

Total shipments reported ...... 35,675

63,866

124 063

223,604

Estimated shipments of

non~reporting mills ....cceuneeiaieranieeacsnsncocsnsiscncsascncane

Total shipments, réeported and estimated ... .overvesvresvsccancocssacasens

INTERIOR MILLS
TO: Points in Canada:

2e%8ne0900020000

s8aa

6,472
230,076 _

British Columbia ....ecueese. S-08. el 2 4881 1,165 - 14,146
Yukon and Northwest Territories ....cc..c.... Do = = =
Alberta ....o.0.-. oo et b oo PR S 599 5,502 XXXXXX 6,101
518 SlcAtCREWAT Ko ooio8 slaisaisiorsiosis oo orslele s sglllole ofblsisiaia s 4,900 XXXXXX 4,900
AR EODA! 55 o0 a5 » 51500 o sresaiarsrarare s orera 0o a8 0ieere oo Sl e s om0 4100 4.812 XXXXXX 4,812
OTNTATIO 10re0sinenssoonesencssasssacoeassstasssassosncsnrses 7, 716 = 7, Tlsb
Quebec ... .ii0can0v0racan Ceeaes o783 & SJeTaE e S/ S eTewTeTe 919 = 919
N IBTEINSWICK Geessass e omomslses s + 56 + 6 e 86s s 5008 = = =
Nova Scotia ........ R Eoh oD BET[o oo 6 AR o s SRETaLs 17 - 1.7
Prince Edward Island ..ceceeecssesscssanessscsasncss = = =
Newfoundland .....ceeoecenenniosorssrncorasans P ST o9 25 - 725,
Total for Canada..,.......,..... 13,580 25,056 - 38,636
Points in U,S.A, :
Pacific Ports «....ccvvease D00 LD00RDA0000 5000 IOMBG CADGC 358 - 358
IABL A C BROT TS s uaaits swjele sisisiaists s1s'ofsfbioisinle Sasalsisle’s slolaimpolhsts = - =
Other points, by rail ....c.ceceonnnenens et ooty 20630 AXXXXXK 20,631
Total fOr U.S.A. .oivevrsrncsscossiancerecsasasesseas 20,989 - 20,989
United Kingdom ........... 2l s sesvaresncavissovaadX 31 305 336
Other countries ...coceemevseasscsvcssssnssns el = = =
Destination or carrier not spec1f1ed SO PO AR 000 b b crsesnsanssaearresans =
Total shipments reported ...... 13,580 46 076 305 29,961
Estimated shipments of
non-reporting mills .....c.cce0esuananaasiaaee S R oo sesssssnsarannos. 28,765

Total shipments, reported and estimated ................

x Shipped by rail to Eastern Seaboard Port.
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Table 4 - Stocks of Lumber and Ties at Sawmills, May, 1953,

COAST MILLS INTERIOR MILLS

Species g
Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total

M #.b.on, Miftib.ma. M B, . M b Sl i ) b,
Scold but not shipped

Douglas Fir ....0s T S 90,489 4,194 94,683 5,193 4,659 9,852
HenmlOBK Lseas.aus diess ... 45,243 983 46,226 500 315 815
Balsam Fir ......ccoeceee 2 65 67 24 149 378
Red Cedar .....cce000ee.. 21,649 1012 22,661 60 110 170
SHEOIAE g 50 rmmigie 2,698 230 2,928 . 753 5,148 12,901
Whille Pine sz.cswesosnocss 2,447 46 2,493 713 410 2. 1283
Ponderosa Pine ........ - 25 . 25 2,130 376 2,506
Lodgepole Pine ........ - 1 I 45 475 520
All other softwoods ... 763 A 786 320 1,218 1,538

Potal, sdaftweeds ... 163,291 6,579 169,870 17,738 12,860 30,598
ReQBIMEr ...ovreasses - 66 66 - 1 1
Mapl® <....oc.. AP — - 59 59 + E =
BUTREH. 50 # evmasnmosomplidi g - 13 1! - 2 2
Cotlonwatit . . .comaaidl - 19 19 0 3 3
All other hardwoods .. - - - - - -

Total, hardwoods .. - 157 157 - 6 6

Total, softwoods and
hardwoods .. 163,291 6,736 170,027 17,738 12,866 30,604

Unsold
Douglas FIT .weccecasnis: 29,200 1,413 30,683 23,896 22,439 46,335
Hemlock .....cococeapassegr9;048 381 1151 259 3,403 1,516 4,919
Balsam Fir ....ccocon. . 198 22 220 896 719 161D
Red Cedar ..... sl ot in) e 18,417 341 18,758 2,389 581 2,920
SprUCe ogsosaee RO s o 1,056 s 1,183 4] G997 24,796 65,893
White Pine ....... Ol ¢ 1,269 16 1,285 2,948 1,975 4,923
Ponderosa Pine ........ 43 9 52 6,697 15811 8,508
Lodgepole Pine ........ - 4 4 652 2,287 2,939
All other softwoods .. 28 8 36 3,428 5,864 9,292
Total, softwoods ,. 65,329 2 2 67,546 85,406 61,938 147,344
Red Alder .....convceuoee 210 22 232 = 2 2
Maple ....ueeeennns e 322 20 342 - 2 2
BRREh | ps rrrrmensspscis s LET 4 2% (i J 18
Cottonwood ...cccceennnes 25 1 30 20 14 34
All other hardwoods .. < = = = - -
Total, hardwoods . 672 53 T£8 27 29 56

Total, softwoods and
hardwoods . 66,001 2,270 68,271 85,433 61,967 147,400

Sold and Unsold 229,292 9.006 238,298 163,171 74,833 178,004
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Table 5 - Distribution of Orders on Hand at End of May, 1953 and

Lumber Purchased from Other Mills (Coast Mills Only)

May April
1953 1952 1953 1958
M ft. M f{t. M ft. M ft,
ORDERS ON HAND
For shipment to points in British
Columbia
TG S D o =S . iie.  © L1343 14,370 10,085 13,629
Coastwise and interior ........ 5,500 3,074 6,047 5,286
O TAI= e o o iarte s veia @ vaee 16,843 17,444 16,132 18,915
For shipment by rail to:
Prairie Provinces .........,ses.. 12,003 8,411 14,556 10,592
Eastern Provinces .............. 18,070 20,295 21 751 25,486
United States of America ..... 28,842 38,674 39,590 45,079
ELCTTY U e T | SRR P R e as T enc) LS 67,380 75,1897 81,157
For waterborne shipment to:
Ao BRTA T .. s s sn e 1,047 2,330 1,712 1,797
U.S. Atlantic Ports ............. 44,514 235511 61,147 9,921
Eastern Canada .............. oinf 4,783 85 4,870 =
Exports Markets ............ eess 142,952 206,726 160,748 286,097
TROtAL ... o e« comemgeremvennrey 1 IEE ,652 28, f
TOTAL ORDERS ON HAND..... 269,054 317,476 320,506 397,887
LUMBER PURCHASED FROM
CUEBIBRENITESLS . .oveaniseasasans s 5,408 7,920 5,596 4,939

Table 6 - Number of Active Mills Reporting

May, 1953.
May April
1953 1952 1953 1952
Coast ...i..... i Tasisse » + o FELLRIN G 105 103 101 9%
%12 25107 SRR I S No. 198 182 181 129
Total, British Columbia No. 303 285 282 226

A few returns received after compilations were closed have been omitted.
6504: 22-7-53
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