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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

. Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 339,714 M ft.
in December, 1954 as compared with 278,448 M ft. in December, 1953, an increase
of 22.0p.c. over the previous year but a decrease of 9.7 p.c. from the previous
month. Production of Coast mills, which account for 69.2 p.c. of the total, showed
an increase of 7.7 p.c. over the same month of the previous year, and the Interior
mills, which produced the remaining 30.8 p.c. showed an increase of 74.8 p.c. Ship-
ments in December, 1954 totalled 364,689 M ft., as compared with 243,823 M ft. the
previous year, an increase of 49.6 p.c. with Coast mills registering an increase of
16.5 p.c. and Interior mills an increase of 175.0 p.c. Total shipments for December
increased by 6.1 p.c. over the November figure of 343 582 M ft. Stocks on hand at
the end of December, 1954 amounted to 458,460 M ft., as compared with 501,617 M
ft. at the end of December the previous year and 485,147 M ft. at the end of November
of this year. Coast mills reported stocks totalling 293,617 M ft., while Interior mills
showed 164,843 M ft.

Summary Figures

Table 1 gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of
sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for November and December
1953 and 1954. Details by species are given for production and stocks while ship-
ments are shown by destination. Total production increased from 272,726 M ft. in
November, 1953 to 278,448 M ft. in December, 1953 and from 376,324 M ft. in Novem~-
ber to 339,714 M ft. in December, 1954. Shipments totalled 343,582 M ft. in Novem-~-
ber 1954 and 364,689 M ft. in December, 1954 as compared with 256,199 M ft. in No-
vember and 243,823 M ft. in December of 1953. Stocks on hand at sawmills increased
from 462,381 M ft. in November, 1953 to 501,617 M ft. in December 1953 and decreased
from 485,147 M ft. in November, 1954 to 458,460 M ft. in December of this year.

Production

- Table 2 gives particulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and
Interior mills separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and
ties, by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 234,439

M ft. in December, 1954 as compared with 103,572 M ft. reported by Interior mills.
Sawn tie production of Coast mills was 692 M ft. in December as compared with

1,011 M ft. for Interior mills. Coast mills accounted for 69.2 p.c. of the total pro-
duction of sawn lumber and ties in December, 1954 as compared with 78.6 p.c. the
previous year. The percentages of Coast mills during November, 1954 and November,
1953 respectively, were 63.1 and 79.0 p.c.
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Shipments o3

Table 3 gives details of lumber and tie shipments, by months, for Coast mills
and Interior mills separately. Shipments by truck, by rail and waterborne are
shown for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to the United
Kingdom and to other countries, for all mills reporting. Total estimated shipments
of non-reporting mills are also given. It is to be noted, however, that;some lumber
originally reported as having been shipped to points in British Columbia may have
been re-shipped to other provinces or exported by the purchasers and reported
by them also, thereby causing a certain amount of duplication.

b e

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 224,801 M ft. in December of 1954 and
225,183 M ft. in November, 1954 as compared with 192,964 M ft. in December, 1953
and 203,032 M ft. in the previous month, while the Interior mills shipped 139,885 M
ft. and 50,859 M ft. in December, 1954 and 1953 and 130,439 M ft. and 53,167 M ftt.
in November, 1954 and 1953. Of all shipments actually reported for December,

27.8 p.c. went to points in Canada, 41.6 p.c. to points in United States, 20.8 p.c. to
the United Kingdom and 9.8 p.c. to other countries. Waterborne shipments accounted
for 45.8 p.c. of the total, while 36.9 p.c. went by rail, and 17.3 p.c. by truck.

Stocks

Table 4 gives particulars of stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills by months.
It distinguishes between stocks sold but not shipped and stocks unsold, and between
stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at Coast mills in Novem~-
ber and December, 1954 amounted to 279,851 M ft. and 293,617 M ft. as compared
with 275,321 M ft. and 295,347 M ft. in November and December of 1953. Interior
mills stocks increased from 187,060 M ft. in November to 206,270 M ft. in December,
1953 but decreased from 205,296 M ft. in November to 164,843 M ft. in December,
1954, Unsold stocks accounted for approximately 25.9 p.c. of the total in December,
1954 as compared with 33.9 p.c. in December, 1953 for Coast mills, while for the
Interior mills the percentages were, respectively, 80.5 and 88.8.

Orders on Hand

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand at the end of the months of
November and December, 1953 and 1954 for Coast mills only. Similar information
is not collected from Interior mills and no attempt has been made to estimate ord-
ers on hand of non-reporting mills on the Coast. Destination and mode of shipments
are shown in this table, which also gives total lumber purchases reported by some
mills. Total orders on hand at the end of December, 1954 amounted to 393,622 M
ft. as compared with 325,508 M ft. in December, 1953, Orders on hand at the end
of November, 1954 and 1953 amounted to 358,359 M ft. and 335,519 M {t,, respect-
ively. Purchases of lumber from other mills amounted to 8,236 M ft. in December,
1954 and 3,101 M ft. in December, 1953 as compared with 5,741 M ft. in November,
1954 and 10,054 M ft. in November, 1953.

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the number of active mills reporting each month for the Coast
and Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for December accounted for
76.3 p.c. of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1952 com-
pared with 6.7 p.c. for the previous year. The percentages for November, LIS
and 1954 were 86.9 and 76.8 respectively. It is hoped that the compilation will
eventually include all mills in the 500,000 feet and over classification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers' Association,
Interior Lumber Manufacturers' Association and Northern Interior Lumbermen's
Association in the collection of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged.
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Table 1. - Comparative Summary of Production, Shipments and Stocks of Lumber
and Ties of British Columbia Sawmills, December, 1954
December November 12 Months
1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954
M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft. M 1= M.t
PRODUCTION
Bouglag Fir....q.0... 146,215 167,816 142,037 170,408 1,869,337 2,004,482
Hemlock ............. 62,460 70,253 65,982 76,111 770,279 800,694
Balsam Fir .., ....... 479 1,978 571 2,093 18 2 11 18,056
Red Cedar...... s 31,127 40,810 30,611 45,651 420,855 482,836
Shfuce . .35 -ipsasneg 26,489 43,660 21,552 58,526 584,471 680,461
White Pine . .......... 4,096 4 259 3,386 5,929 G2 5l 61,109
Ponderosa Pine ...... 1,575 2,544 2,825 4,295 43,213 46,658
Lodgepole Pine ,...... 1 . 3G e W27 1335 2,864 33 45173 34,839
All other softwoods ... 4,478 6,379 4,158 10,041 88,821 99,358
Total softwoods ..... 278,237 339,426 272,457 375,918 3,886,011 4,229,090
Red Alder.,.......... 106 1315 158 Wi — 2,360 1,476
Maple ... oovveii.. 78 81 80 130 1,853 1,234
Birch ............... 16 33 18 49 411 5817
Cottonwood .......... 16 39 18 76 539 769
All other hardwoods .. - - - - - -
Total hardwoods 211 288 269 406 5,163 4,016
Total production ... 278,428 389,714 272,728 376,824 3, 891, 179 4,233, 106
SHIPMENTS
To: Points in Canada. .. 63,969 74,982 65,056 85,117 1,111,522 1,165,919
Points in U.S. A. 78,706 112,186 87,463 133,958 1,238,287 1,391,193
United Kingdom ... 52,111 56,111 46,625 57,082 468,949 655, 738
Other Countries 24,330 26,511 31,930 26,886 309,459 233,524
Shipments reported . 219,116 269,790 231,074 303,043 3.128,217 3,546,374
Estimated shipments
of non-reporting mills 24,707 94,899 25,125 ,40.539 446,549 ) T3 T
Total shipments..... 243 823 364,689 256,199 343,582 3.574,766 4,264,211
December November
1953 1954 1953 1954
STOCKS ON HAND M ft. j i M ft. N e
Douglas Fir ......... 229,573 179,493 208,751 196, 940
Hemlock ............ 87,355 102,307 87,388 93 27T
Balsam Fir ......... 1,518 417 2,244 1,454
Red Cedar ........... 45,526 53,833 45,149 56,204
MPUUCE) . G idac T IWE 95,031 83,110 81,120 89,932
White Pine . .......... 14,306 11,115 12,375 17,656
Ponderesa Pine ...... 10,864 15,648 10,028 e 87
Lodgepole Pine ..... i 4,185 4,866 3 ST b 7827
All other softwoods ... 13,056 7 228 11,417 6,856
Total softwoods ..... 501,414 458,070 462, 187 484,733
Red Alder.......... - 70 L 63 6
Maple vovvvennennn. .. 61 1 54 2
Barehi i, . cnie owie oo 857 25 40 182
Cottonweod ..y o.et .. 2305 362 34 391
All other hardwoods - 5 3 5
Total hardwoods .... 203 390 194 114
Total stocks ........ 501,617 458,460 462,381 485,147
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Table 2. - Lumber and Ties Sawn, December, 1954.

. COAST MILLS INTERIOR MILLS
Species
Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
M ft; barrs Mift bom N ft g be s NM-ftebam. "Meft, bom: M . bk
LUMBER
Roupglas (Fir | .5 a8s. 171007 5,523 122,640 25,926 7 772 43,698
Hemocks 14 =a 4 64,482 1,300 655 T8 3,189 1,208 4. 397
Ballismn Fir & ssdize 1,190 40 1,230 437 310 T4
Ried @edar .. -k is: . Ao, 69 1,350 37,969 1,898 943 2,841
SRS . sy PhE A 4,386 304 4,690 15,676 23 4228 38,904
White Pine .. ..., .. 1,734 4 1, 738 804 1,717 21521
Ponderosa Pine . .. L 43 43 1,043 1,026 2,500
Lodgepole Pine . . .. = S < 1,474 673 1 qilb
All other softwoods . 61 8 69 2,866 2372 6, 238
Total, softwoods . 225,589 SRS T2 234,161 D3 gl 1. 50,249 103,562
Bled Ader, . s )iy 74 61 135 c = =
NMaple s :crsamgTaes 52 29 81 - - -
Bucel rzam1g 00 8554 19 8 27 = 6 6
Caiitonwood wad . ad s = 35 35 2 4 4
All other hardwoods ! 3 s
Total, hardwoods. 145 __T83 278 - 10 10

Total, softwoods
and hardwoods 225, 734 8,705 234,439 53,313 50,259 10805 72

i

TIES

Douglas Fir .. ... .. 5L 62 633 530 Bil5 845
Hemlock ... ...... 44 s 59 = L) 15
Balsam Fir ... ... - I . - 1 1
Red Cedar ........ - - - - - .
SEEUGCE 525 o e b5 suis = = - 61 5 66
White Pine , ;. ¢ 5. = = B = = B
Ponderosa Pine ... g = < - 1 1
Lodgepole Pine . .. - - - - 11 14
All other softwoods . = . ! o 24 48 T2
Total, softwoods . 615 i 692 615 396 i, B3t
Ried Alder..d...54: s - il = E :
Maple ..c:0nco000n - = L = - s
Biwwel, .5 .o atebes = = = - - -
Cottonwood B " = - - & .
All other hardwoods s = - = 1 A
Total, hardwoods S - . = - 1

Total, softwoods
and hardwoods 615 i 692 615 396 1SR

LUMBER AND TIES 226, 349 8,782 235,131 | 53,9238 50,655 104,583
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Table 3. - Shipments of Sawn Lumber and Ties,

December, 1954,

By Truck By Water - Total
(Local Sales) Rail borne Shipments
TO: Point= in Canada:

BRIt NN TS Thd™ D el E 29,320 1,276 1,975 Al
Yukon and Northwest Territories ........ - 24 24
Alberta ..... I Ty W T S AN Tl . 2,279 XXXXKK 2,279
PESloMCHETWAR. v . . % b 2 g byl S0k i sl g 455 XXXXXX 455
IV T ) o7 S o L S SR S 1,044 XXXX XX 1,044
@nteFe L L Lo Tuead 5.540 = 5.540
(o T (R R R B L 1,217 . 18 2057
New Brunswick ..... SRR 115 EE BAK O 110 = 110
lova iSeotial Jxd. .o 1. . 133 - 133
Brinice Bdivand lisland ... oo Mew s 3t s 5091 = = =
Netfommaliandl & . B Lo a0 o dopllas i JEils 51 = 51
R ofi-Miea Glamnacdall | . 'S g 29,320 12,105 1,999 43,424

Points in U.S. A, :
Paehae 2Ewts) . on .86 04 s o Tl B o s EE T SE 3 482 942 1,424
Atlantic Ports ...... 23 L. It DEAE 913 40,936 41,849
Other points, by ra11 ..... =TIFI*11 T dy ‘553 XXKX XK 42,553
Rabaillifies: WES, A, ..o .o e s o by 43,948 41.878 85,826
United Kingdom .......... S i o e o A= 1,150 52, 127 558 77
Other countries ...... 55 b B e sl 39 26.416 26,455

Destination or carrier not spe c1f1ed

ooooooooooooooooooo

----------

Total shipments reported ... 29,320 57,242

123 020 209 582

8timated shipments of non-reporting maills .,......:.0. 3 T TR 1
§ail) shifiments, reporied and estimated .. .. o000 000 cvrnoseboss 224,801
INTERIOR MILLS
TQO: Points in Canada:
British Columbia ........... 16,224 1,560 - 17, 784
Yukon and Northwest Territories ......... = =
Alberta ..... 1,119 2.693 XEEEXK 3,812
SElClMtGlte wam s ceam BT o e TR L T KAHKKNK 1,649
Bt I e, o1 12 0 5 o % 2 s B S 30 SLITEE D IEEEL 3,997 XXXKAX 3,997
SR B @ . B0 o od nowd i s s BRPIBATE: . ian 0 BoaSH = 3,684
(O)11 72 Yl A A ol 3N WO e A 632 - 632
R TIBIEES WK | . jhorane B boie diane Sl b ool 8d AL - - -
Nova Scotia ...... e el nl . Ll ol 5. P . - - -
Prince Edward Island ot el ol Srrerand. . - - -
MNewfoundland .....cceio oot vinersnmonss - - -
Total for Canada .......... 17,343 14,215 C 31,558
Points in U.S.A.:
Palcii e IRoRHS e Bl 432 136 E I0E G Ls - Bk 5 77 - 77
Atlantic Ports ...... T N PR 839 - 839
Other points, by rail ..... PPy TRERE ] ve.s 25,444 XX XX XX 25,444
xatal Her] Wk S% Agb.. o ot £ MPLAE G ok Bal 26,360 = 26,360
United Kingdom ............ W A" g S5 S NINGHTG 618 2,234
ORNE: " COMTETRE S 1 wms 9B o5 « QF@Te 5 § 5 el e X = 56 56
Destination or carrier not 5pec1f1ed o B G 3 el 1w I i B o e el i -
Total shipments reported . 17,343 42,191 o774 60,208
Estimated shipments of non- reportmg BRI 25 . s e LI T 79,680
i 688l shipments, reported angd éstimated ....:svic5035:a88t AP

x Shipped by rail to Eastern Seaboard Port.
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- Stocks of Lumber and Ties at Sawmills

December 31, 1954.

COAST MILLS

Species

INTERIOR MILLS

Reported Estimated Total

Reported Estimated Total

Mt by MGt By MU b, 1

SOLD (but not shipped)

Mifee b, m. Mift.b: m. M f&. b wm

Douglas Fir . 100,966 3914 104,883 5,926 5,566 11,492
Hemlock 69,663 2. 708 72,366 123 116 239
Balsam Fir .. .. 121 5 126 2 2 4
Read ' Cedar a7y s 28,848 1,119 29,967 94 88 182
Spruce i 5,482 25 5,695 5,808 5,456 11,264
White Pine . . s4.s . 3,479 135 3,614 156 1% 1,519 3,136
Ponderosa Pine |, - 5 ! 2,407 2,261 4,668
Lodgepole Pine . .. - - 3 80 75 155
All other softwoods 828 32 860 521 489 1,-00Q
Total, softwoods 209,387 8,124 207, 5318 16,578 158 57a 32, 50
RedeAlder . xsds.l = s L B = T
T T S - - - = = S
BENER rss i heebe - = - - - s
Cottonweod | .4 L. - - - - - -
All other hardwoods = = = e S -
Total, hardwoods = 2 s = ) s
Total, softwoods
and hardwoods 209,387 8,124 27 | Sl 1y | SHENETE 15,572 32,150
UNSOLD
Douglas Fir . 27.818 1,079 28,897 17,646 L6% 575 34,221
Hemlock 22,856 887 23,7485 3,073 2,886 5,959
Balsam Fir 106 4 110 91 86 L7
Red Cedar . 19.523 758 210, 28.1 1, 755 1,648 3,403
Spruce 1§26 48 1,298 33,44 31,412 64,853
White Pine . 1,614 63 1,6/ 1,386 1,302 2,688
Ponderosa Pine .. o I = 5,662 5,318 10,980
Lodgepole Pine . .. - - - 2,429 2,282 4,711
A1l other softwoods 83 3 86 2.746 2.579 5,325
Total, softwoods #7318 2150 2.842 76,092 68,229 64.088 132,30%
Red Alder 6 1 7 I = -
Maple . .. 1 £ i £ = o
Bi&ch. ., 1 5 1 12 L2 24
Cottonwood . c - k82 170 352
All other hardwoods 5 - 5 = = =
Total, hardwoods 13 1 14 194 182 376
Total, softwoods
and hardwoods 73,263 2,843 76,106 68,423 64,270 132,693
SOLD AND UNSOLD 282,650 10,967 293,617 85,001 79,842 164,843




Table 5

b A
- Distribution of Orders on Hand at End of December, 1954 and

Lumber Purchased from Other Mills {Coast M1lls Only)

———— v e

December November
1953 1954 1953 1954
y ‘ M ft. M ft M ft M ft.
ORDLRS ON HA‘\]P_
FFor shipment to points in British
Columbia -
Local . o 12,387 12,807 10,598 13,960
Coastwise and Intermr LI 2. 688 2,358 2. 664 2.620
Total ... 15.075 15,165 13,262 16,580
For shipment by rail to:
Prairie Provinces . 5,798 4,675 5.318 5,236
Eastern Provinces S 14,104 9,912 13,477 8,765
United States of America ... . . 31,382 55,805 28 7044 49,027
Total ,..... 51,284 70,392 46 839 63,028
For waterborne shiP{xlents to:
(GEATHOIRATE e h e - ca - 80 e o d b y 100 316 3,903 765
U.S. Atlantic Ports . 53,742 29,416 46,237 32,380
Eastern Markets ... ......... 1,460 e 1,150 335
Exports Markets ., 203.___847 278 333 224 128 245 2710
Total 259,149 308 065 275, 418 278 751
TOTAL ORDERS ON HAND 325,508 393.622 335,519 358,359
LUMBER PURCHASED FROM
OIMEER MILIES 6. v bne ooe o 3,101 8,236 10,054 5,741
Table 6, - Number of Active Mills Reporting
December, 1954.
December November
1953 1954 1953 1954
Coast .......c0cnvn.. g e No . 93 107 99 105
BEMERETOL: 5% « oo c oo et oo sfpedesid No. 142 236 136 219
At Rk Calumini -, . Mo 235 343 235 324

A few returns received after compilations were closed have been omitted.
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