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PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS AND STOCKS ON HAND OF SAWMILLS

IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Production of sawn lumber and ties in British Columbia totalled 388,400 M ft.
in January, 1955 as compared with 227,981 M ft. in January, 1954, an increase of
70.4 p.c. over the previous year and an increase of 10.9 p.c. over the previous month.
Production of Coast mills, which account for 59.9 p.c. of the total, showed an increase
of 30.4 p.c. over the same month of the previous year, and the Interior mills, which
produced the remaining 40.1 p.c. showed an increase of 214.0 p.c. Shipments in Jan-
uary, 1955 totalled 355,798 M ft., as compared with 191,059 M ft. the previous year,
an increase of 86.2 p.c. with Coast mills registering an increase of 74.7 p.c. and
Interior mills an increase of 128.7 p.c. Total shipments for January decreased by
2.4 p.c. from the December figure of 364,689 M ft. Stocks on hand at the end of Jan-
uary, 1955 amounted to 512,652 M ft., as compared with 539,130 M ft. at the end of
January the previous year and 458,460 M ft. at the end of December of this year.
Coast mills reported stocks totalling 294,641 M ft., while Interior mills showed
218,011 M ft.

Summary Figures

Table 1 gives a comparative summary of production, shipments and stocks of
sawn lumber and ties for all British Columbia sawmills for December, 1953 and 1954
and January 1954 and 1955. Details by species are given for production and stocks
while shipments are shown by destination. Total production decreased from 278,448
M ft. in December, 1953 to 227,981 M ft. in January, 1954 but increased from 350,225
M ft. in December, 1954 to 388,400 M ft. in January, 1955. Shipments totalled 364,689
M ft. in December 1954 and 355,798 M ft. in January, 1955 as compared with 243,823
M ft. in December, 1953 and 191,059 M ft. in January of 1954. Stocks on hand at saw-
mills increased from 501,617 M ft. in December, 1953 to 539,130 M ft. in January
1964 and increased from 458,460 M ft. in December, 1954 to 512,652 M ft. in Janu-
ary of this year.

Production

Table 2 gives particulars of lumber and tie production for Coast mills and
Interior mills separately, and also shows separately the production of lumber and
ties, by species. Production of sawn lumber in Coast mills amounted to 231,810 M
ft. in January, 1955 as compared with 154,553 M ft. reported by Interior mills. Sawn
tie production of Coast mills was 737 M ft. in January as compared with 1,300 M ft.
for Interior mills. Coast mills accounted for 59.9 p.c. of the total production of
sawn lumber and ties in January, 1955 as compared with 78.5 p.c. the previous year.
The percentages of Coast mills during December, 1954 and 1953 respectively, were
69.2 and 78.6 p.c.

Prepared in the Forestry Section, Industry and Merchandising Division.
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Shipments _
Table 3 gives details of lumber and tie shipments, by months, fo?'{g_;?‘ast 3‘
mills and Interior mills separately. Shipments by truck, by rail and erborite * 'V ¢

are shown for each Canadian province, to points in the United States, to the" United
Kingdom and to other countries, for all mills reporting. Total estimated ship-
ments of non-reporting mills are also given. It is to be noted, however, that some
lumber originally reported as having been shipped to points in British Columbia
may have been re-shipped to other provinces or exported by the purchasers and
reported by them also, thereby causing a certain amount of duplication.

Shipments of Coast mills amounted to 236,784 M ft. in January of 1955 and
224,801 M ft. in December, 1954 as compared with 139,010 M ft. in January, 1954
and 192,964 M ft. in the previous month, while the Interior mills shipped 119,014
M ft. and 52,049 M ft. in January, 1955 and 1954 and 139,888 M ft. and 50,859 M
ft. in December, 1954 and 1953. Of all shipments actually reported for January,

30.8 p.c. went to points in Canada, 37.6 p.c. to points in United States, 21.3 p.c. to
the United Kingdom and 10.3 p.c. to other countries. Waterborne shipments
accounted for 42.5 p.c. of the total, while 37.0 p.c. went by rail, and 20.5p.c. by truck.

Stocks

Table 4 gives particulars of stocks of lumber and ties at sawmills by months.
It distinguishes between stocks sold but not shipped and stocks unsold, and between
stocks at Coast and Interior mills, by species. Total stocks at Coast mills in
December, 1954 and January, 1955 amounted to 293,617 M ft. and 294,641 M ft. as
compared with 295,347 M ft. and 319,986 M ft. in December, 1953 and January,
1954. Interior mills stocks increased from 206,270 M ft. in December, 1953 to
219,144 M {t. in January, 1954 and increased from 164,843 M ft. in December, 1954
to 218,011 M ft. in January, 1955. Unsold stocks accounted for approximately 27.8
p.c. of the total in January, 1955 as compared with 27.3 p.c. in January, 1954 for
Coast mills, while for the Interior mills the percentages were, respectively, 86.3
and 88.6.

Orders on Hand

Table 5 shows the distribution of orders on hand at the end of the months of
December, 1953 and 1954 and January, 1954 and 1955 for Coast mills only. Simi-
lar information is not collected from Interior mills and no attempt has been made
to estimate orders on hand of non-reporting mills on the Coast. Destination and
mode of shipments are shown in this table, which also gives total lumber pur-
chases reported by some mills. Total orders on hand at the end of January, 1955
amounted to 396,276 M ft. as compared with 344,908 M ft. in January, 1954. Or-
ders on hand at the end of December, 1954 and 1953 amounted to 393,622 M ft.
and 325,508 M ft., respectively. Purchases of lumber from other mills amounted
to 4,403 M ft. in January, 1955 and 3,524 M f{t. in January, 1954 as compared with
8,236 M ft. in December, 1954 and 3,101 M ft. in December, 1953.

Active Mills Reporting

Table 6 gives the number of active mills reporting each month for the Coast
and Interior of British Columbia. The mills reporting for January accounted for
78.6 p.c. of the total production on the basis of the annual returns from 1952 com-
pared with 86.9 p.c. for the previous year. The percentages for December, 1953
and 1954 were 86.7 and 76.3 respectively. It is hoped that the campilation will
eventually include all mills in the 500,000 feet and over classification.

The co-operation of the British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers' Association,
Interior Lumber Manufacturers' Association and Northern Interior Lumbermen's
Association in the collection of these statistics is gratefully acknowledged.
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Table 1. - Comparative Summary of Prc;duction, Shipments and Stocks of Lumber

and Ties of British Columbia Sawmills, January, 1955,

January December
1954 1955 1953 1954
M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft.
PRODUCTION
Douglas Fir ........... 105,959 165,845 146,215 172,812
Hemlock .oovvvveeen.... 57,654 75,945 62,460 70,436
Balsam Fir ............ 521 1,367 479 2,119
Red Cedar .............. 26,498 45,373 31,127 40,916
SPIUCE erverinneinnnn.. 29,358 79.473 26,489 46,492
White Pine.............. 2,780 LI )l 4,096 4,619
Ponderosa Pine ...... 924 2,603 1,575 2,944
Lodgepole Pine ....... 1,558 3,734 1,318 2,726
All other softwoods .. 2,601 8,110 4,478 6,865
Total Softwoods: 227,853 387,971 278,237 354,929
Red Alder .............. 43 169 106 135
Maple «ooovviiiiunnienns 58 105 i3 81
Birch «vvvivriieiiiiennnn. 12 70 16 39
Cottonwood ............. 15 85 16 41
All other hardwoods.. = = = -
Total hardwoods 128 429 28] 296
Total Production 227,981 388,400 278,448 35[0, 2252
SHIPMENTS
To: Points in Canada . 52,671 97,099 63,969 74,982
Points in U.S.A. .. 68,067 118,285 78,706 112,186
United Kingdom .. 31,812 67,118 52,111 56,111
Other countries .. 15,929 32,502 24,330 26,811
Shipments reported .. 168,479 315,004 218 TI6 269,790
Estimated shipments
of non-reporting mills 22,580 40,794 24,707 94 899
Total Shipments ........ 191,059 355,798 243,823 364,689
January December
) 1954 1965 1L95% 1954
STOCKS ON HAND M ft. M ft, M ft. M ft,
Douglas Fir ............ 233,306 187,682 229), 57,3 179,493
Hemlock ..couervennen... 100,134 103,894 87,355 102,307
Balsam Fir ............ 2,001 1,188 1,518 417
Red Cedar .............. 45 863 63,825 45,526 53,833
SIDBUEIE! o ress e ersns O eerot 15 115,794 108,921 95,031 83,110
W hite Pine ............. 13,473 14,228 14,306 11,115
Ponderosa Pine ...... 10,848 18,529 10,864 15,648
Lodgepole Pine ....... 4,852 5,123 4,185 4,866
All other softwoods .. 12,625 8227 13,056 7,281
Total softwoods,. 538,896 512,617 501,414 458 070
Red Alder .............. i/ 7 70 U
Maple ......cvcvvivennnn 67 = 61 1
Birch ..cooiiiiiiiinn.. 46 23 B¥7 25
Cottonwood ............ 40 = 35 35 2
All other hardwoods . 4 5 = 5
Total hardwoods 234 35 203 390
Total Stocks .... 539,130 542652 501,617 458,460

¥ Revised
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- Table 2. - Lumber and Ties Sawn, January, 1955,

COAST MILLS

INTERIOR MILLS

Species - ;
Reported Estimated Total Reported Estimated Total
M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ftb.m. M ft.b.m.
LUMBER
Douglas Fir ........... 105,741 5,381 111,122 28,466 24,611 58,0747
Hemlock ............... 69,937 1,432 71,369 2,847 1,583 4,430
Balsam Fir ............ 100 66 166 417 783 1,200
Red Cedar ............. 41,630 1,009 42,639 1,560 1,174 2,734
Spruce .........ciiiiaaa 2,220 354 2,676 41,729 35,056 76,785
W hite Pine ............. 2, 358 5 2,363 902 2,224 3,126
Ponderosa Pine ...... = 40 40 1,007 1,585 2,542
Lodgepole Pine ...... - = a 1,465 2,162 3,68
All other softwoods . 1,031 10 1,041 2,801 4,196 6,997
Total, softwoods . 223,119 8,297 231,416 81,194 73,324 154,518
Red Alder ............. 67 102 169 T = =
Maple ...ooiiiiiiiin.n. 44 61 105 = = -
Bivch ...ccoovtimaemcs v 29 21 54 = 16 16
Cottonwood ............ = 66 66 = 19 19
All other hardwoods . - i = = — =
Total, hardwoods . 144 250 394 = 35 315
Total, softwoods .
and hardwoods . 223,263 8,547 231,810 81,194 78, 359 154,553
BIES
Douglas Fir .......... 558 42 600 501v2 534 1,046
Hemlock ............... 127 10 137 = 9 b
Balsam Fir ........... - - - = I 1
Red Cedar ............. = = = C = =
Spruce .......iiaenenn. - - T 3 9 1'%
White Pine ............ - = e 31 1 32
Ponderosa Pine ...... = = = 2 19 21
Lodgepole Pine ...... - - - 45 62 107
All other softwoods . = 3 r = Wz 72
Total, softwoods . 685 52 BT 593 707 1,300
Red Alder ............. - = T - = -
Maple ....covovviiinnnn = = = = = 5
) 2151 sie!) o e s = = = = = ~
Cottonwood ............ = = - = = B
All other hardwoods. = = = o 3 o
Total, hardwoods. = = — = = =
Total, softwoods
and hardwoods 685 52 37 593 707 1,300
LUMBER AND TIES 223,948 8,599 232,547 81,787 74,066 155,853
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Table 3. - Shipments of Sawn Lumber

and Ties, January, 1955,

By Truck By Water- Total
(Local Sales) Rail borne Shipments
COAST MILLS M ft.b.m. M ft.bom. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m.
TO: Points in Canada:
BFtiSh COIETRBIA & .. .ooneomien 37,613 1,434 1,839 40,886
Y ukon and Northwest Territories ........... = = =
BUBETTA . - Lhevos o s skt o s ddae Sbin e sim 88 o 528 1,891 XXXXXX Pl
Saskatchewan ..........coivviieiiniiiniieianiina.. 601 XXXXXX 601
Manitoba .....coiiiiiiiiiiiie i U7 XXXXXX Al
CPTBQLLO, (o1 51515 o1 6851 1517704201013 TATRTS oo s o115 o18] 976 98 8157/ THRSTTS & 5L7'93 = 5193
QUUEBIER |1 ie1m2 5asleTorore « v o « SFaipels ] erer T oessfe] Jolole) B rcnle e Lo NeTore 2,200 = 2,200
New BrunsWick .. oo iwee v oiooessinmios et cu. 49 12 61
NIOVEA SIGOLIEN ool Toie s o8 Soteileols Soiale 22 e — 98 = 98
Prince Edward Island .............cocivivnnnn 94 - 94
Newfoundland .........cooiviiiiiiiiiieneinennnnnn. 29 3 29
Total for Canada ............ 37,613 12,906 1,851 52,370
Points in U.S.A.:
Pacific Ports ...ivviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiieneaenn, 796 1,417 2 28
Atlantic Ports .....c.o.iiiiiiiiioiiiniiiiiiiieeann. 993 31,494 32,487
Other points, by rail ........c.oiiiiiivianie, 45,749 XXXXXX 45 749
Total, Sane URSIEA . ooty feraassreiosstsrsrote Sralslifbrormre sioie o o v 47 538 372 G111 80,449
United Kingdom ......cooviviiiiiiiiiiniiinniennns x 50 66,078 66,128
Other countries .......oovviiiiiriiiiiinienriennns % = 32, 502 32,502
Blestiimtionier caPnicR nob SPEOCIfied « e e i e B omus s el Sl oisso Sloifoisis e Haias Todisins
Total shipments reported 37,613 60,494 133,342 231,449
Estimated shipments of
NN HCPOIGEMRC BADILS] AN oV B oo RS oo Serrreriasite - (e . Bl R peh A ML T ver et g 55, 31815
Total shipments, reported and estimated ...............oooiiiiiiiiinnn... 236,784
INTERIOR MILLS
TO: Points in Canada:
British Columbia  ........... 26,311 3,403 = 29,714
Yukon and Northwest Territories ........... = = <
Alberta ....vciiiiiiriiiiiiiiieiiaa.. 564 2, 8817 XXX XXX 2,901
Saskatchewan ........coovviviiiiiiiienneneininnnn. 2,346 XXXXXX 2,346
Manitoba .iiiiiiiiieiiii e 4,796 XXXXXX 4,796
6T = 1 o o T et E L e 4,144 = 4,144
@QUEDIEC . (ronlsenls «[ore STlarlelsl o0 1o0e1 2uele] 32 e [oTaTele e /T BT 828 = 828
New Brunswick ...c..oiviiiiiieiniiinineniineannns = = S
NOVE'SCOBIR! 4l T el ot ot ALY <o e = - -
Prince Edward Island ..............covviiit = = =
Newfoundland .......cocoviviiiininennceioiaiinens - = .
Total for Canada ............... 26,875 17,854 = 44,729
Points in U.S.A:
PaCTfIC T POTES | oo .xu oo gnmesponismesJe solsesemsseses: 818 - 818
Aslantic PoEt8 | sl n et e S eee e 375 4,319 = 4,319
Other points, by rail .....ccoeiiiiiiinininan. 32,699 XXXXKXX 32,699
Total for WaS. AL oo somss sabae s smsomos 37,836 37,838
United Kingdom .......c.covvivviiiiiniiinnnnnnnn, 478 912 990
Other countries ........cccorimerieecirasacsansss < = ®
Destination or carrier not specified ........ceoiuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirieiiiiiiiiaiienn.
Total shipments reported ...... 26,875 56,168 512 83,555
Estimated shipments of
R~ TePRTr TR PRETLS .o g s gookgli oot s s s 4 550 § 3 syosn IGARD Pirbaieus i s s o 35,459
Total shipments, reported and estimated ......ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiienane, 119,014

x Shipped by rail to Eastern Seaboard Port.
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Table 4. - Stocks of Lumber and Ties at Sawmills

January 31, 1955,

Species

COAST MILLS

INTERIOR MILLS

Reported Estimated Total

Reported Estimated

Total

M ft.bom. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m. M ft.b.m.

SOLD (but not shipped)

Douglas Fir ....... 93,469 315189 97,058 6,886 6,282 13,168
Hemlock ............ 69,972 2,687 72,659 96 88 184
Balsam Fir ......... 98 3 10l 7 6 13
Red Cedar........... 34 873 1,339 36,212 68 62 130
Spruce ......c.oiann. 1,880 72 1,952 5,443 4,965 10,408
White Pine .......... 31291515 R 4,107 1,757 1,603 3,360
Ponderosa Pine ... = = = 622 567 1,189
Lodgepole Pine .... - - - 100 91 191
All other softwoods 493 19 512 607 554 1, L&
Total, softwoods 204,740 7,861 212,601 15,586 14,218 29,804
Red Alder ........... = = - - - -
Maple ....coviiiiaian. - - - = S =
Birch ...l = - = = = =
Cottonwood .......... = 5 - = 5 =
All other hardwoods - - - . = =
Total, hardwoods = = = = - =
Total, softwoods
and hardwoods 204,740 7.861 212,601 15,586 14,218 29,804
UNSOLD
Douglas Fir ........ 31,346 1,204 32,550 23,484 21,422 44,906
Hemlock ............. 20,950 806 21,756 4,861 4,434 9,295
Balsam Fir ......... 844 313 877 103 94 167
Red Cedar ........... 22,581 862 23,443 2,113 1,927 4,040
Spruce ........ivninnn. 1,233 48 1,281 49 827 45 453 95,280
White Pine .......... 1,943 76 2,019 2,480 2,262 4,742
Ponderosa Pine .... - = = 9,068 8,272 17,340
Lodgepole Pine ..... = = = 2,579 2,353 4,932
All other softwoods 98 4 102 3,897 3,555 7,452
Total, softwoods 78,995 3,033 82,028 98,412 89,772 188,184
Red Alder ............ 6 1 7 C = =
Maple ....coooviiinin. = = = - = T
BIREER ... i skt - - - - 12 11 23
Cottonwood .......... - - - v = =
All other hardwoods 5 = 5 = = =
Total, hardwoods 11 1 12 12 11 23
Total, softwoods
and hardwoods 79,006 3,034 82,040 98,424 89,783 188,207
SOLD AND UNSQLDZ283,746 10,895 294,641 114,010 104,001 218, (O
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Table 5. - Distribution of Orders on Hand at End of January, 1955 and

Lumber Purchased from Other Mills (Coast Mills Only)

January December
1954 1955 7953 1954
M ft. M ft. M ft. M ft.
ORDERS ON HAND
For shipment to points in British
Columbia
oY e e R R 11,691 14,626 12,387 12,807
Coastwise and Interior ........... 3,014 2,591 2,688 2,358
Total  oocipamim - e e 14,705 17,217 15,075 15,165
For shipment by rail to:
Prairie Provinces ................ 8,778 5,442 8,798 4,675
Eastern Provinces ............... 20,497 13,096 14,104 9,912
United States of America ....... 36,681 58,561 31,882 55,805
Total i 65,956 77,099 51,284 70,392
For waterborne shipments to:
California ......cooovecvennvninnenns 370 310 100 316
U.S. Atlantic Ports ............... 57,265 22,872 53,742 29,416
Eastern Markets .................. 5,697 1,988 1,460 =
Exports Markets .................. 200,915 276,790 203,847 278,333
VOB ioioionetn - pisisroienmonmes e ossamamner 264,247 301,960 299, 148 308,065
TOTAL ORDERS ON HAND ...... 344,908 396,276 325,508 393,622
LUMBER PURCHASED FROM
OTHER MILLS ............covvnnaen 3,524 4,403 3,101 8,236
Table 6. - Number of Active Mills Reporting
January, 1955.
January December
1954 L9555 1953 1954
CIORIST  erarstobrint e A 1. o b No 80 101 953 107
Interior ........ciiiiiiiiiien... No 146 258 142 236
Total British Columbia No. 226 359 235 343

A few returns received after compilations

were closed have been omitted.
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