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THE FURNITURE INDUSTRY IN CANADA
1924 and 1925.

Ot tawa, February, 1927.- A report on the furniture industry for 1924 and 1925 has just
beer issusd by the Forast Products Branch of the Domirion Bursau of Statisties. This
is one of the meost important wood-using industries in Carade and includes ths manufac-
ture of housshold furniture, upholstering and rapair astablishments, firms mamufactur-
ing stors and office furniturs and fixtures and those making wicksr furniturs and
wickarware. The total gross valua of the products of this group of industries in 1925
was $27,110,462 as compared to $25,843,620 in 1924. This includes the rroducts of
factories engaged mwimerily in the manufacturs of furniturs and represents the greatar
part of thass products made in Canada. Thare ars howavar a number of other woodwerking
factorias thet manufacture furniture and do cabinetwork as @ sides line but which ars
included under some othar class of menufacturing industry.

The furniturs industry in Canzda is 8t prasent cenfréd in southwastorn Ont-
&rio. Out of a total of 336 establishments 208 wors loczted in Ontarie in 1925, 63
wars in Quebec, 25 in British Columbia, 17 in Manitoba and the remainder scattered
among the other five provinces. The total capital invested in the industry in 1925
war $32,864,975 as comparaed to $37,077,005 in 1924. The manufacture of furniture gave
empleyment to &,399 male and 588 female workers in 1925,paying a total of $9,454,152
in wegos and salaries. Fuol used in 1925 was valued ot $368,143 and 2 total of 18,556
horss powoer was used in the procass of marufacturs.

Tables 1 to 6 accompanying this report give furthor detzils concerning tha
principal statistics, distribution of sstablishments, capitzl, omployses, fusl used
and power amployed in this industry in 1924 and 1925.

Tables 7 and 8 cover the materials used and products monufacturad in
furniturs factories.

Tha most important material wvsad in thoe menufacturcs of furniture is sawn
lumber. The hardwood usad is for tho most part imported from the United States and
tropical sources while the softwoods ers chiofly tho product of Canadian saw-mills.

The totzl value of materials of zll kinds in 1925 was $9,928,696. Softwocd lumbar
amounted to 20,583 M ft.b.m., valued at $694,655, hardwood lumber t¢ 46,038 W ft. valucd
at $2,787,893 and venser ard ply-wocd to 13,179 M surf.ft. valued at $491,831. Tox-
tile covorings, hardwarz raints, oils, varnishes, leather ztc. were among the mora
important of ths ramaining items which wara valued at $5,954,307.

b
0

e furniture manufacturad by this industry consists chiefly of houschodd
furriture which in 1925 was valued at $14,747,955 znd was mado up of bedroom, dining
room, miscallansous houschold furniture, parlour and kitechon furniturs in. the order of
impor tance ramed. Upholstering and mattrasses wers valuod =t $3,363,345 and tha next
most important items wore those of offico and store furniture and fixturaes at
$2,709,389; schocl, lodge, church and theatre furniturc at 3948,936; radio, gramophong,
and player roll cabinets ot $285,214; and rood, wicker and rattan furnitura at $621,36%
Othor less important classas woere miscellancous cabinetwork, baby carriages, furnituro
framos and rofrigerators. A #otal of $739,865 was received for ropair work and other
miscellansous products of all classes amounted to $2,351,778.

Tra market for Canadian furniture is chisfly domestic as shown by the fact
that only $U40%,270 worth of Canadicn-mads furnituro was exrorted during the fiscal
year onding March, 1926 while tho total annmual production avoraged ovar twenty-soven
million dellars. Tho imports of furniture amounted to $1,291,183 during tho fiseal
year 1925-1926.
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Itaae 1924 1925
Eatanltamsnis o . 371 336
Ca;i*a; Shoram %58 & 32 077 005 32, 86u,,7a
Ewiorees h shlEYiss e, 1,159 SUO
Saar s r~-r $ 2,188 .612 1,854,740
Eeninrers on wages Uo. €.,068 g,0L7
Wages pmid $ 7,680 .02 7,599,412
Fuel vasd $ 37u 133 368,1hs
Powsr cOloyed R, ] )9 18,550
Coset it risterdads $ 9, R 9,926,696
Valve of jrodints 3 2,24 U,J 27,110,462
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THE YRRITRS INDUSIEY

Tzble 5. - Fuol Tded; 1G24 and 1995
SR | o MR T (S 35 1929
— i = ‘_:" : s Quantity Value Quantity Value
Total Tk, 124 368,143
Bituminous coal tons 44,405 309 ,67% 42,935 38, 510
sathreacite cnal " 1,104 322 1,276 9,587
Lkpmite -coel Lt a7 7l 103 I 58
Ctlss " 764 ¢,502 433 5,339
Gasolina gl ¢ . €17 1,923 3,880 3 i
Fual oil " 98,6873 10,098 24,309 i ol
Wood cords L, 8Lz 20,977 3.9%6 15,898
Ge.s Teaab: 2,617 Z 547 N OFS 2,75
Qthor fuol $ - 7.15¢ - 9.175 =
Teble 6.~ Powar employod, 1924 and 1925.
Powar Uaits 19247- It
No. iy No. HePx
Totzl Power genorated 556 18,759 630 18,556
Stationary engines -
Stoam 105 11,007 99 10,765
0il, ges and gasoline 2 118 S 123
Hydrzulic turbines 3 620 6 655
Eloctric mo%ors, purchased powar 540 7.0k 576 Taie
Eloctric motors, genarated powar 136 1.667 225 2,44l
Boilers installad 55 14,678 138 14,337
Table 7.- Materials Used, 192% and 1925.
— Vi & A - 7~ Tavr A —
Matericls o PRy - ’ faka
— 190l 1006 1024 1925
e ] T = i e N S
I‘C‘fp-l lc.l a2 Y 3¢‘4, 396 / ,920 ’690

- = . v -
Sowm - Lupb3r Lor MrRitare. on. patlsing =
; sc;tgoo?. ’M{.;ft{ D.m.

" hardwocd =

15,787
51,862

20,583
46,038

" " L

594,565
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Voneor and plywecd Mesut fefte 125784 13,179 443,349 Lo1,e31
All hor “naberia entainers, an il
-atpr Teeriaig Al _l__r ! s{%p :ts% TXXIXA KXY 5,901,289 5,951#,307__

Tabic 8 - Products Manufzctured 1924 :nd 1325,
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