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Note,- Production figures as given in this bulletin do 

not necessarily represent the total output in Canada of the 

commodities listed, as there may be also a considerable pro-

duction in other industrial groups. For complete information 

this bulletin must be read with the rest of the series on 

wood-using industries and other publications of the 

Census of Industry. 
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o' TRAPE A2 cc:.:ERCE 
3iREA7_7 OF STATISTICS 

TY - FOR:ST PRODUCTS 3TCH 
TTAVA, CANADA  

o' 3r 	tia 	R 	Coats, B A , F S.s (Hon ), F R S C 
Forest Products Statistics: 	R. . Lewis, 3.Sc.F.  

THE COFFIN AND CASKET IKDTJSTRY IN CANADA 

1328 and 1929 

Ottawa, December, 1930. - A report on the manufacture of coffins, caskets 
aad shells or rough boxes in Canada thring 1928 and 1929 has been completed by the 
'orest Products Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. There were 36 firms 
engaged in the manufacture of these roducts in 1929 as compared to 38 in 1928. The 
total amount of capital invested in the industry increased from t3,514 ,906  in 1928 to 
$3,608,383 in 1929.  The em1oyees of all classes numbered 755 in 1q29 as compared to 
697 in 192C. The total payroll in 1929 was $863,968 and in 1928 .$771,035 	his 
industry in 1929 purchased t42,993  worth of fuel and employed power to the amount of 
2200 horse-power. Its materials in 1929 cost $1,12,374 and its total products were 
valued at 3,185,338. 

Out of the total of 36 fectories, 15 were located in Ontario, 9 in ie'oec, 
3 each in Nova Scotiz and British Columbia, 2 in Manitoba and one each in Saskatchewan, 
New Brunswick and Prince dward Island. 

Tables 1 and 2 give a summary of Lie principal statistics of this indstry 
a 	the distribution of its factories by provinces. 

The chief material used by the manufacturers of coffins and caskets is 
lumber which was purchased to the extent of 10,803 a. ft.  board measure costing 
407,731. About eighty-one ner cent of this luriber wp.s softwood, used chiefly in the 

aanufactr:' of rough boxes and shells. A quantity of veneer was also purchased but 
the next inortant items were linings and coverings for coffins and caskets. Hardware 
and mountings; nails, tacks and screws; paint, oil and varnish were other important 
rateri'ls purchased. 

Table 3 gives details of the materials used in 1928 and 1929. 

This industry in 1929 turned out over seventy-six thousand caskets valued 
at $2,22,973, seven thousand coffins at $77,82 14 and over fifty thousand rouh boxcs 
and shells valued at $269,774. Underttrs' supplies to the value of $25,Ci7, Jt;C 

a oart of the products of the industry. 

Table 4 gives the details of the roducts manufactured in 1923 and 1929 
on Tables 5, 6,  7 and S cover capital invested, employment, fuel used and power 
rs1oyed during these two years. 
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T:-:E cori: A2D CASKET I::UsTRY IN CATDL 

ti:tic, 	192. 

Items 1928 1929 

stao1isnts No. 38 35 
Cipita1 Invested $ 3,514,906 3,508,33 
! -:.Loees on salaries o. 70 76 
Sa1ares paid I 	$ 151,733 137,325 
Employees on wages No. 627 1 	679 

ges paid $ 619,297 676,1L3 
T\iel used 22,834 ! 
Power enp1oyed H.P. 2,278 2, 200 
Cost of materials $ 1,319,555 1,312,37 14  
Value of ?rDdcts $ 2,934905 3,135,333 

Table 2. - Distribution of Establishments by Provinces, 1728 and 129. 

Provinces 1928 1929 

CANADA 38 36 

Q::trio I 	16 16 

Quetec 11 9 

Nova Scotia 3 3 

British Columbia 3 3 

Maitoba 2 	I 2 

Sasktc1iewan 1 1 

New 3runswick 1 1 

Prince Edward Island I 	1 1 

Table 3. - Materials Used, 1923 and 1929. 

o.antity Value 
Materals 1928 i 	1929 1928 1929 

TOTAL - - $1,319,555 $1,312,37 14 

tber or logs, 	softwood M. 	ft. 	b.m. 7,033 8,829 2 35, 142 7 
Li.iiber or 1os, 	hrd.wood it 	b.m. 2,072 1,974 126 ,310  ! 	126,035 
3olts, etc., 	softwood Cords - 131 - 1,312 
Venecr and plywood M. 	surf. 	ft. 2 1 175 Go 
All otier materials Value only - - 957,637 903,221 
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TE COFFIN A172 CSKT IYUSTRY IN CANADk, 1923 and 1929. 

Table 14. - Products Manufactured, 1923 and 1929. 

quantity Value 

1928 
No. 

TOTAL 
	125,969 

Caskets 	 No. 
	68,373 

Coffins 	 U 
	 10,769 

Se11s or rougi boxes 	II 
	

146,327 
Other undertakers' supplies 

Secondary Proiucts -- 
Sash, doors and other miliwork ) 
hardwood flooring, matched and ) 

	

1.....i.... 	 \ 

	

.LdILL J.LUUUL 	Je 	Ci.kL)ib, 	) 	 • 

furniture, garment hangers, 	) 
excelsior and woodwool, reels 	) 
and boxes, etc. 	) 

1 9 
i.o. 

135,253 

76,3g5 
7,965 

50 9O3 

I 	1 0,29 
$ 

2,9314,905 
1,993,1456 

89,074 
2145,097 
5 96,610  

20,668 

1929 

3,135,333 

2,282,978 
77,32 14 

25, 7714 
525,07E 

29,686 

NOTE: Data given here do not necessarily represent the total Canadian production under 
each heading since these products are also listed under other industries. 

Table 5. - Capital Invested, 1923 and 1929. 

Items 	 1928 	L 	1929 

$ 
TOTAL 	 3,514,q06 

Land, buildings, fixtures and machinery 	1,788,1466 
Materials, stocks in process, etc. 	1,031, 1422 
Cash, trading and oi;eratin, accounts, etc. 	695,018 

3, 603 ,3 83 

1,798,7314 
1,099,1431 

710,168 

Table 6. - r1oyment, 1928 and 1929. 

Classes of 
ur1oyees 

TOTAL 

Total No. of 
Emplo:,rees 

	

1929 	1929 

	

'o. 	No. 

	

697 	755 

Males 

	

1928 	1929 

	

•o. 	No. 

	

561 	61414 

Females 

	

1928 	1929 

	

No. 	170. 

	

116 	ill 

Total 
Salaries and 7ages 

1923 	7 1929 

771,035 	363,968 

Salaried em- 
ployees 	70 	76 	 614 	19 	12 	151,738 	137,325 

loyees on 
wa ? es 	527 	679 	530 	580 97 	99 	O"l 9, 2 97 : 676,1143 
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T:-E COFFIN ND CASKET iNDUSTRY IN CA:A, 1923 and 1929. 

TH1€' 7. - 'e1 	1 028 ird 1 02 0 . 

Kind of Fel 
	 uant i t3T 	 Value 

1928 	1 1929 
	

1929 

TOTAL - - 	 I 22,3314. 4.2J93 

Bituminous coal, Canadian Tons 1,135 1,32 b,078 G,97 
U 	 It 	Imported I ' 1,707 5,231 l2,04O 31,'i31 

Anthracite coal 145 114 6146 155 
Lignite coal, 	Canadian  99 90 302 723 
Coke U 	 1 2 - 21 - 

Casoline aal. 1,085 935 339 281 
Kerosene U  140 20 9 	1 5 
Oil 	(fuel) - - - - 

wood Cord 304 217 1,590 	1  1,138 
G.as - Manufactured M. 	c. 	ft. ! 1,0814 1,621 1,133 1,502 

Natural U 	U 332 236 	: 176 
Othur fuel - - 

Table 8. - Power Employed, 1923 and 1929. 

Number of 	Total 
Power Units 	 Units 	Horse-power 

	

1923 	1929 	1923 	1929 

Total Power ErnDloyed 
	

151 	152 	2,278 	2,200 

Stationary engines: - 
Steam 7 6 470 1435 
Oil, gas and gasoline 3 5 33 43 

Hydraulic turbines or waterwheels 1 2 10 15 

Electric motors: - 
(ft) Purchased power 1140 139 1,765 1,707 
(b) Operated by power generated by the 

estab1ishent - 1 - 40 

Boilers installed 19 1b 	j 
f 

1,1415 995 



- 

4 

.1 



-5- 

THE OIH £n c.SKET i:EUSTRY IN 	192 and 1929 

I 	Cof i; r; oskEts wr: te Trinoipalroiic.ts of tik follovir: fir:', ir. l99. 

?I:TCE EDR ISLD 

:ontaue urnisning Co. Ltd.. 	Montaorae. 

NOVA SCOTIA 

Cameron & Fraser Ltd.. 	Townsend Ave., Yew Glasgow 
Dominion Manufacturers Ltd. 	Albion St., Amherst 
Snow I Co. Ltd. 	 90 Argyle St., Halifax. 

NEW 3RJNS7ICK 

Tuttle 3ros. Ltd. 	 171 Lutz St., Moncton. 

QUEBEC 

Bilodeau, Ludger 	 110 Notre Tame - Ste. Marie Beauce 
Bishop, S. Y., Casket Co. 	Bishop's Crossing 
Descoteaux, C. E. 	 Pierreville 
Dominion Manufacturers Ltd.. 	Bellefeuille St., Trois Rivieres 
Dude, Xavier & Pus 	 St. Jean Port Joli 
Emond, M. 	 139 Kent St. , Hull 
Godue Casket Mfg. Co. Ltd. 	Maple St., Sutton 
Lariviere, P. 	 St. Ours 
Perreault, Seraphin 	 St. Gabriel d.c Brandon. 

ONTARIO 

117 Drouillard Rd. East, 7irsor 
1481 Davenport Rd., Toronto 
(H. 0. 109 Niagara St., Toronto) - Hamilton 

and London 
42 Hughson St. N., Hamilton and Prescott 
519 King St. E., Hamilton 

7ood) 	Guelph 
John Street, Harriston 

Gibson) 	Mt. Forest 
Lindsay 
627 Adelaide St. W., Toronto 
oodvil1e 

King Street, Stratford 
275 Front Street, Belleville. 

MAI T OBA 

Canadian Casket Co. Ltd. 
Central Casket Co. Ltd. 
Dominion Manufacturers Ltd. 

Elliott Bros. 
Evel Casket Co. Ltd. 
Guelph Casket Works (. W. 
Harriston Casket Co. Ltd. 
Mt. Forest Casket Co. (Wrn. 
No:thern Casket Co. Ltd. 
Sterling Caskets Ltd.. 
Stoddart, M. J., & Son 
Stratford. Casket Co. 
Tickell & Sons Co. 

Dominion Manuftcturers Ltd. 	Parr St. & Dufferin Ave., Vinnipeg 
Western Casket Co. Ltd.. 	Cor. Bannatyne Ave. & Emily St., Winnipeg. 

ASKATCWA 

:'orth 	Casket Mfg. Co. (Nap. Goulot) 	Delmas. 

BRITISH COLUIA 

Canada Casket Co. Ltd.. 	 626 14 Fourth Ave. 7est, Vancouver 
Dominion Manufacturers Ltd. 	1650 First Ave. West, Vancouver 
IrerLal Casket Co. (R. A. Ayes) 

	
425 2nd Avenue Vest, Vancouver. 
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