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THE BUTTON INDUSTRY IW CANADA, 1926

Ottawa, lfarch, 1928.- A report is herewith presented on the Button
Industry in Canada for the calendar year 1926. There were
13 establishments in operation of which 11 were in the
province of Ontario and 2 in Quebec. A summary of the
principal statistics compared for the years 1925 and 1926
1s given in Table 1,

Table 1.- Principal Statistics compared for 1925 and 1926.

j 1925 | 1926
Establishments | No. ! s § 13
Capital investment | ; 1,273,041 1,390,717
Employees on salaries - ! j |
iale | No. } 50 | 50
Female t No. | 16 i 17
Salaries o I i 135,516 | 148,208
Employees on wages - average number - | '
Male | No. { 2kg 236
Female | MNo. [ 232 2h3
Tages b | 323,365 | 310,832
Outside piece workers - 1 | |
Male ! No. | - -
Female | No. 27 26
Amount paid i $ 4,911 3,426
Cost of fuel and electricity ' B 18,8U3 19,107
Power installation - Units ] Yo. o5 57
Capacity { BeF. 512 [ 534
Cost of materials 1 3 316,170 o 358,879
Gross value of products l 1,030,514 1,088,95
Net value of products 1§ 71k, 344 729,97

Size of Establishments

In view of the tendency towards concentration in industrial enterprise, a
series of tables hawssbeen prepared presenting in a threefold way the size of
establishments in the Button industry measured by (a) capital investment (b) gross
value of production and (c) the number of bersons #mployed, all within certain
specified groups or limitations for the calendar years 1925 and 1926, The tables

further indicate the movement of capital production and employment within the industry.

In 1925 the number of establishments reporting was 13 with a total capital
investment of .$1,273,041; a zross value of production of $1,030,51Y4 and a total
employment of 547, Six establishments had a capital investment of $1,030,798 or
80.8 per cent of the total capitalization with an avera_e investment of $171,799 per
establishment. In gross value of production seven establishnents had & total pro-
duction of $8LU5,547 or B82.0 per cent of the total output and an average of $120,792
per establishment. In employment & establishments had 4€9 persons on the payroll or
89.4 per cent of the total employment with an average aemployment of 61 per
establishment,






amployment of 556.

2.

In 1926 the number of establishments reporting was 13 with a total zapital
investuent of $1,390,717, a gross value of production of $1,08¢,953 and a total

gent of $185,611 per establishuent.
nad a total production of $916,665 or 84.2 per cent of the total output with an

. averagze production of $130,952 per establishment.

Six establishments had a total capital investuent of 31,114,868
or 80.2 per cent of the total capitaelization

. with zn averaze Iinvest-
In gross value of production 7 establishments

In employment £ establishments had

496 persons on the payroll or 89.2 per cent of the total employment and an average
of 62 persons per estadlishment.

CAPITAL
Pi - S8 5 : 1ag b
,Estab-iTotal - ‘Averaze ' Bstab- Total ‘Averzge
Groups of Value lish- |{Capital Capital per :lish- Capital  Capitelper
ments ! 'Bstablish- '|ments ‘Zstablish-
[ $ jment. § $ ment. &
Under $ 50,000: 6 169,567 © 25,261 | 5 . 1ke,670 | 28,53
$ 50,000 to under 100,000 1 | 72,676 i 72,676 S 133,179 (v 4661989
100,000 _ @ 200,000 ¥ { 520,332 | 130,083 i .4 4a7,710 | 124,427
200,000 * w 500,000 2 | 510,466 | 255,233 p— 617,15¢ | 308,579
500,000 " " 1,000,000 - i -1 - - g o R -
$1,000,000 and over -4 2 i L i - 5 ! -
: T 1 " ,
TOTAL I CLL, STENESN G a6 1 13 74,390,707 % T0R, 978
PRODUCTION
5 g oy { 1376
Estab- : Total 'Averase BEstab- Total Averae
Groups of Value :1ish- . Value of !Value per 1lish- = ¥alue of Value per
ments | Produc- . Establish- ments | Produc-  ZIstablish-
: 'tion § ment § tion ¢§  ment 3§
T ¥ Iv T
Under $50,000 . 6 | 184,967 | 30,828 6 172,285 | 28,714
$ 50,000 to under 100,000 3 ! 244,968 | 81,656 3, | 274,286 | 91, ,k2sg
100,000 " 200,000 . 363,&33 R TR . g Lo1,u1l | 133,804
200,000 " 500,000 L RS INeL RST TN | - 1 240,968 | 240,968
500,000 * " 1,000,000 : - | - S Y - -
$ 1,000,000 and over : <. 1 - : - - - ! -
TOTAL .13 1,030,51% : 79,270 | 13 (1,068,953  &3;766
E{PLOYEES
: Ly P £ 958 .6
| Zstab- Total . Average ;Est:b— Total Averzce
- - lish- ?Employees ; Employees 1lish- uployees Employces
Groups of Employees ; ments | ! per Estal-ments per Bstob-
' : t 1ishment ! 1ishment
! | ! | ’ '
Under e ¥ foWig=ct o < TR z g =g g i 60 i 12
20 but under 50 R Ao e ! i 33 : - 148 i 37
50 n 100 o 25 1 i 57 R § 28 ; 67
e 200 R R O poaal T 145
200 " m 500 o el - e i TR | -
500 4nd over TR (R - RENE 5 | -
TOTAL : 13 547 A2 il 4 C 568 ae
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PRODUCTION

The quantity and value of the various products of the industry will be
found in Table II. for the calendar year 1926. The total value of production in 1925
was $1,030,514, whilst for the period covered by this report the amount reported was
$1,085,953, a net increase of $H5,439 over the two year period.

Table II. - Production - 1926.

Ul @ = Quantity i Value
Principal Products measure | i $
Fresh water pearl buttons Zross Ll 367 148,776
letal dbuttons gt.2ross 18,059 57,204
Vegetable ivory buttons gross | 596,565 456,83
Rearl buttons gross | 80,628 82,109
Galalith buttons " i 1,454 3,272
Potent detachable bachelor buttons " 8,373 9,546
Patent separable cuff buttons " 647 7,565
Celluloid buttons . 38,474 {64318
411 other buttons " 16,383 33,560
Metanl fasteners gt.gross 34,785 20,309
Metal loops D.gross 11,893 7,386
Metal slides . gl 13,959 Bl JOJE
Caps Dozen 5,991 58,687
Boxes I. gh 2,94
Tags E. 1,868 7,343
Shrinking cloth yards 1,491,049 37.255
Bovered duttons gross 13,829 11,225
Moulds and dies 4 59,000 16,573
' 811k tassels " 233 1,37
Al]l other products and amount
received for custom work - - 37,542
' 5 : 1,088,953

3

CAPITAL INVESTIEIT

The capital employed in the industry during the calendar year 1926 rose
from $1,273,041 in 1925 to $1.390 717 in 1926, an increase of $117,676 over the two
year period. Of this total fixed capital which comprises land, buildings, fixtures,
machinery and tools amounted to $758,671 whilst working capital which consists of
materials on hand, stocks in process, cash, trading and operating accounts and bills
receiveble was reported at $632,0u46.

EMPLOYEES, SALARIES AND WAGES

The number of persons employed in the industry during the calendar ysar
1926 is shown in Table III dy (&) classes of employment (b) sex and (c; salary and
wage payments, The tetal mmber of persons employed fell fram 574 in 1925 te 556

in 1926 a decrease of 18. The total payroll which in 1925 was $463,792 only amounted
to $459,040, being a decrease of $l,752.

Table III. - Employees, salaries and wages - 1926.

| Salari
Hale Female ad Tolve.
Employees on salaries 50 17 145,208
Employees on wages (average nwaber) 236 253 310,832
Outside piece workers - 26 3,426
TOTAL 286 296 | 462,u66
; L
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OTHZ: EPLOVIENT STATISTICS

—

The number of days the sstzsdlishments were in operation during the calendar year

242C to,ethsr with the muuber of hours normally worked by wa.e earners per day and per

week will be found in Table IV(a).
iven by sex and by months in Table I¥(D).

year is

The nuaber of waje earners employed throughout the
The maximwa nunber employed was

525 in the wonth of iarch, whilst the nminimwa number revorted was Y47 in November,

dble IV(a).~ Days in operation and hours worked, 1926

fumbor of establishments in overation : 13
- Total . Averzz® ver
' i estatlishment
Days in operation on full time e o f 274.6
Days in overation on part time i 258~ 19.8
Days idle e 120§ 9.6
Hours worked by wagc earners per day or shift ! 5,803 ‘ 150,
Hours worked by wage earners per week : 5:3 4s.7
Table IV(b).- Wasc earners by kionths, 1926.

iizle Female ilonths ilalc ! Female

ilonths i . : No. H b hos .
: + - ‘ !
January f 2lo : 23y L July 258 i 2ug
Teoruary - (1883 f 287 i Ausust - i, "2
ifarch | L 263 292 't September § =209 i 229
April [ 8oL 280 'L Odiober 218 { 239
Liay i 246 275 ' Hovember 218 . 228
June SE:iF 2uk \!  Deceiiber 221 ; 229
Totnl 2,849 . 3,023
Averee nunber employed during year 236 © 253

ATTRIALS USED

The totzl cost of all materials useéd in the industry during tht calendar year

>

1926 was $35,979 whilst the amount reported for the previous year was $315,I70 an

incraicse of $U2,009.

The nprincipal items of material used are given in Table V.

Table ¥. Materials Used - 1926
Principal liaterials ; Tnit of Quantity | Selling value
' , lleasure i at the
=l factory
: | 3
Pearl shell 1 - - - | 24,318
Vegetable ivory nuts ; - - | 101,360
Galalith i - = ; 359
Celluloid WP = | 29,072
Stecl 1 A 136,925 i 11,296
Cloth - Terd 18,505 . 14,081
All other mstorials i - | - % 175585
“ : - i 355,389

FUSL, STATISTICS

The quantity and cost valuc of the various kinds of fuel uscd in the industiry

during the celendar year 1926 wiil be found in Table Vi.
all fucl during 1926 was $19,107.

Th¢ total expenditure for
Bituminéeus coal was again the principal fuel used

with 1,360 tons velucd at $9,13G, whilst fuel oil takes sccond place in importance with

$1,934.

The cost of eclectriecity purchased was 37,795 as comparcd with $8,430 in 1925.

Table VI, -  Fuel Consumotion, 1926.
Unit of - Quantity Cost
Kinds of fuel iieasure i :  Value

L | T
3ituainous coal ¥ ton | 1,360 i 5
Anthracite coal : il ‘ 10 § 50
0il (fuel) gallon | 19,024 | 1,934
Gas RN 2R S 181 1 198
Zlectricity - , - i i oo
TOTAL = . | — L0 S
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POWER IiSTALLATION

e power installed in the industry is given in Table VII. by (a) classes
of powsr, (b) number of units in each class and (¢) the horse power capacity
to mpnufacturers’ rating.

Table VII. Power Installation, 1920

7 j
Classes of power i Number of units i Horse-power capacity

i :

Steem engines and turbines i 2 36

Elactric motors operated by purchased

vower 55 Lhg
i %

TOTAL { 57 534

ILPORTS AWD EXPORTS

The value of all raw or partly manufzctured matoerials together with the
various kinds of buttons imported inte and exported from Canads during the calendar
year 1926 will be found in Table VIII. by principal countrics.

Table VIII.(2)Imports by principal countries, 1926

| United i United | Other
iintcrials and articles imported Kingdom States ! Countries
5 $ | $
Raw and partly manufactured matcerials:- (
Button blanks of animal shell in the rough - 4,701 | 28,894
Pearl, mother of - uvnmanufactured - 10,520 -
manufactured articles:- !
Buttons, shoe papier mache 3 638 8,774 t 526
1 " nvo'p. i 66 5‘886 1)792
" vegetable ivory : 3,618 6,036 | 4g, 318
" collar and cuff | 927 36,365 ! 796
L recognition and lapel ‘ 55 e | -
i all kinds covered or not.n.o.p. | 40,467 26U, 356 I 239,131
TOTAL | U5,17 | 338,311 - 319,457
| i |
Table VIII (b) Exports by principal countries, 1926.
1 . : . ?
i United i United l Other
Articles exvorted : Kingdom E States | Countries
| $ | 3 | ¢

Buttons = % 23 ; 305







FIRUS LANUSACTURING

RBUTTCHS Il CaWADA - 1 92 6

O Batow Co. LEd,
Canada Button & 3uckle lif
Toronto Button Co. Dimite

rs.Ltd.
d

Dgminion Button lifrs. Limited

HLitchener Buttons Limited
il Pelled.) * Butbon«Ca. s,
s TEReT MES. sCas Litds
Windsor Pearl Button Co.

Ltd.

Uriversal Button Festening and
Futton Co. of Canada Limited

Ricnard Roschman & Bros.
Northern Buttons Limited

Canadian Buttons Limitcd
Stein Button Co.

Ltd.

Grntario

Quebee

190 Yénge Street, Toronto 2.

1303 Queen Street West, Teronto 3.
356 Clinton Street, Toronto U4,

57 Water Street HW.. Kitchener.
Edward & Victoria Street, Kitchener,
21 Gaukel Street, Kitchener.

310 Albert Strect, Windsor.

581 Glengarry, Vindsor.

240 Walker Stireet, Jalkerville.
27 Queen Straet, Waterloo.
Smaiths Falls.

2091 Beaudry Strect, Montreal.
4O Dufferin Square, kiontreal.
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