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TIE BUTTON INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1927. 

Ottawa, January, 1929— A report is herewith presented on the Button 
Industry in Canada for the calendar year 1927. 	There were 
13 establishments in oeration of which 11 were in the 
province of Ontario and 2 in 	aebec. 	A su.nary of the 
principal statistics conma'ed for the years 1926 and 1927 is 
given in Table 1. 

Table 1.- Principal statistics compared for 1926 and 1927. 
- 	 I 	 I 

1926 	1927 

stab1ishments 	 No. 13 13 
Capital investment 	 $ 1,390 ) 717 1 :93, 1 32  
2mployees on salaries - 

Male 	 No. I 	50 49 
Female 	 iTO. 17 iG 
Salaries 	 $ 148,208 147,762 

Emplcyee5 on wages - average number - 
Male 	 No. 236 226 
Female 	 Nc. 253 193 
Wages 310,532 264,908 

Outside piece workers - 
Male 	 No. - - 

Female 	 No. 26 32 
Amount paid 	$ 3,426 3,793 

Cost of fuel and electricity 	$ 19,107 20,561 
Power installation - Units 	No. 7 57 

Capacity 	H.P. 525 
Cost of inaterils 	 $ 355,979 306,498 
(h'oss value of products 	$ 1,088,953 955,397 
Net value of products 	$ 72 9,974  645,899 

Size of Establishments 

In view of the tendency towards concentration in industrial entrorise, a 
series of tables have been preared presenting in a threefold way the size of 
ostablishments in the Button industry measured by (a) cap.tal investment (b) gross 
value of production and (c) the number of persons employec, all within certain 
specified groups or limitations for the calendar years 1926 and 1927. The tables 
further indicate the movement of capital,production and employment within the industry. 

In 1926 the number of establishments reporting was 13 with a total capital 
investment of $1,390,717; a gross value of roduction of $1,088,953 and a total 
employment of 556. Six establishments had a capital investment of $1,114,868 or 
80.2 per cent of the total capitalization with an average investment of $185,811 per 
establishment. In gross value of production seven establishments had a total production 
of $916,668 •r 84.2 per cent of the total output and an average of $130,952 per 
establishment. In employment 8 establishments had 496 persons on the payroll or 89.2 
per cent of the total employment with an average employment of 62 per establishment. 
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In 1927 the nurfoer of establishments reporting was 13 with a total 
capital investment of $1,393,132, a gross value o' prcduction of 	- 	and a total 
employment of 4814. Six establishrients h.d a tota. capital investment of $1,147,295 
or 82.3 per cent of the total capitalization with an average investment of, $191,216 per 
e.stablishnnt. In gross value of p'othction 7 establishments had a total production of 

• $&03,355 or 814.1  per cent of the total output rith ar average production of $1l4,765 per 
• establishment. In employment 8 establishment. had. 1431 persons on the payroll or 89.0 

per cent of the total emp1orment and an ave:age of 54  persons per establishment. 

FITAi - 	S 	1926 	1 	1927 

Average 	Average 

Groups of Value 	lish- 	Capital 	Establish- 	lish- 	Capital 	Establish- 
Estab- 	Total 	Capital per 	Estab- 	Total 	Capital per 

ments 	ment 	ments 	ment 
No.  	No.   

Under $50,000 	5 	1142,670 	28,5314 	5 	105,165 	21,033 
$50,000 to under $100,000 	2 	133479 	66,589 	2 	1140,672 	70,336 
$100,000 " 	" 	200,000 	14 	1497,710 	124,427 	14 	532,730 	133,182 
200,000 " 	" 	500,000 	2 	617,158 	308,579 	2 	6114,565 	307,282 
$500,000 " 	1,000,000 	- 	- 	- 	•- 	- 	- 
$1,000,000 and over 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 

TOTAL 	13 	11,390,7171 	106,978 	13 	1,393,132 	107,1614 

pRor Tic P I0 

1926 	 1927 

Estab- 	Total 	Average 	Estab- 	Total 	Average 
Groups of Value 	lish- 	Value of 	Value per 	f 	lish- 	Value of 	Value per 

ments 	Produc- 	Establish- 	ments 	Produc- 	Establish.- 
tion 	ment 	tion 	ment. 

No. 	$ 	$ 	i1•o. 	$ 

Under $50,000 	6 	172,28f 	28.714 	6 	152,342 	25,3140 
$5O,0)O to under $100,000 	3 	274,286 	91,142 	2 	124,880 	62,14140 
$100,000 " 	200,000 	3 	LLoi,)4114 	153,804 	14 	1458,129 	1114,532 
$200,000 " 	500,000 	1 	2140,c 	240,968 	1 	220,346 	22O,3h6 
$500,000 	1,000,000 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 
$1,000,000 and over 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 

TOTAL 	13 	1 1. 08.953J 	
83,766 	13 	955,397 1 	73,1492 

MPLOYES 

1926 	1927  

Estab- 	Total 	Avere 	ctab- 	Total 	Average 
lish- 	Employeet 	tDloy€cs 	lish- 	ErnDloyees 	Employees 

Groups of 	mp1oyees 	ments 	pr Eota- 	mets 	per Estab- 
1ishmen 	lishment. 

No. 	Not. 	.o. 	4 	Y. 	No. 	No. 

Under 20 	5 	60 	12 	5 	53 	11 
20 but under 50 	14 	1-i8 	37 	14 	914 	23 
50 	' 	100 	3 	203 	67 	19 	6)4 
100 	200 	1 	145 	1145 	1 	145 
200 " 	" 	500 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 
500andover 	- 	- 	-- 	- 	- 	- 

TOTAL 	13 	.. 	_  14& 37 
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THE BUTTON INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1927. 

PRODUCTION 

The quantity and value of the various products of the industry will be found in 
• Table II. for the calendar year 1927. The total value 	production in 1926 was $1,088,953, 
whilst for the period covered by this report the amount reported was $955,397 a net 
decrease of $133,556 over the two year period. 

Table II. - Production - 1927 

Principal Products Unit of 
Measure 

quantity Value 

Fresh water pearl buttons gross 330,3 146 117,232 
Metal buttons gt. gross 17,792 614,721 
Vegetable ivory buttons gross 537,021 382,305 
Pearl buttons gross 83,2143 96,751 
Galalith and artificial horn buttons gross 8,915 17,050 
Patent detachable bachelor buttons gross 6,208 8,691 
Patent separable cuff buttons gross 707 3,036 
Celluloid buttons and buckles 4ross - 73,903 
All other buttons gross - 37,033 
Metal fasteners gt. gross 18,1 143 23,586 
Metal loops B. gross 5,620 5,058 
Metal slides D. gross 13,5140 16,383 
B.ttons, buckles and ornaments gross 7,000 20,5214 
Boxes C.  714 2,655 
Tags M. 1,6o14 6,381 
Shrinking cloth yards 1 ,363,550 314,252 
Covered buttons gross 6,878 5,751 
Moulds and dies gross 55,000 13,957 
Silk tassels and ornaments gross 205 610 
All other products and amount 

received for custom work - - 20,518 

- 955,397 

CAPITAL INVESTMENT 

The cap..tal employed in the ind'istry during the calendar year 1927 rose from 
$1,390,717 in 1926 to $1,393,132 in 1927, an increase of $2,415 over the two year period, 
Of this total fixed capital which comprises land, bui1dins, fixtures, machinery and tools 
amounted to $757,057 whilst working capital which consi - ta of materials on hand, stocks 
in process, cash, trading and operating accounts and bills receivable was reported at 
$636,075. 

EMPLOYEES, SALARIES AND WACES 

The number of persons employed in the industry during the calendar year 1927 is 
shown in Table III. by (a) classes of employment (b) sex and (c) salary and wage payments. 
The total number of persons employed fell from 556 in 1926 to 1484 in 1927, a decrease of 
72. The total payroll which in 1926 was' 	466 only amounted to $1412,670, being a 
decrease of $149,796. 

Table III. - Employees, salaries and wages - 1927 

Male Female 
Salaries 
and Wages 

Employess on salaries 
Employees on wages (average number) 
Outside piece workers 

TOTAL 

149 
226 
- 

16 
193 

32 

1147,762 
2614,908 

3,793 

275 241 1416,1463 





THE BUTTON INDUSTRY IN CADA 1927 

OTHIR EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS 

The rrnmber of days the establishments were in operation during the calendar year 
' 1927 together with the number of hours normally worked by wage earners per day and per 
week will be found in Table IV (a). The number of wage earners employed throughout the 
year is given by sex and by months in Table IV (b). The maximum number employed was ee 
4146 in the month of March, whilst the minimum number reported was 3914 in November and 
December. 

ab1e IV (a). - Days in operation and hours worked, 1927 

Number of establishments in operation  

	

Total 	Average per 
establishment 

Days in operation on full time 	3,586 	 275.9 
Dr.y in operation on part time 	253 	 19.14 
Days idle 	 113 
Hours worked by wage earners per day or shif 	115 	g•g 
Eours worked by vage earners per week 	632 

Table IV (b). - Wage earners by Months 1  1927. 

Months 
Male 
No. 

Female 
No. Months 

Male 
No. 

Female 
No. 

January 223 197 July 214 188 
February 2146 213 August 223 191 
March 2142 2014 September 231 185 
April 238 202 October 222 181 
May 233 198 November 212 182 
June 218 195 December 212 182 

Total 2,7114 2,318 
Average number employed during yeax 226 193 

Other EmDlovment Statistics 

The number and percentage of wage-earners in months of highest employment working 
spticified hours per day is shown in Table V. The number working specified hours was 
distributed between the classes, the percentage working 10 hours being highest. Less 
than one per cent of the wage-earners in the Dominion worked over 10 hours per day. 

Table V. - Eours worked by wage-earners in month of highest 
employment, 1 927- 

Wage-earners in month of 	Percentage of wage-earners 
highest employment working 	working per day of 

per clay of 

B hours 9 10 Over 8 hours 9 10 Over 
or less hours hours 10 or less hours hours 10 

hours hours 

No. No. No. No. p.c. p.c. P.C. P.C. 

CANADA 9) 156 236 1 19.3 32.0 148.5 0.2 
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5. 
The number of hours wrked per day In the month of highest employment and the 

standard working hours per week are shown by prDvinces in Table VI. It should be noted 
that whilst the statistics relating to hours of labour in columns 1, 2 and 3 are based 
on figures compi'ed for the month of highest employment, those in column. + and 5 
represent the total and average of standard weekly hours of labour for the number of 
establisbments reporting to the Bureau. For this reason the relation between daily and 
weekly hours of labour is to some extent impaired. 	The average daily hours of labour 
on the above basis was 9.3, whilst the average standard weekly hours worked out at 48.6 
per plant. 

Table VI. - Hours of Labour per day and per week, 1 927- 

Total daily hours and number of wage- 	Standar# working 
earners_In month of highest emplyment. 

Total 	Total wage- 	Average hours 
Hours 	earners 	per day per 	Total 	Average 

wage-earner  

No. 	Mo. 	I 	No. 	No. 	No. 
CANADA 	14,527 	1487 	 9.3 	632 

MATIALS UD 

The total cost of all materials used in the industry during the calendar year 1927 was 
$306,1498 whilst the amount reported for the previous year was $358,979 a decrease of 
$52,1481. The principal iterr.s of material used are given in Table VII. 

Table VII. - Materials Used - 1927 

Principal Materials 
Unit of 
Measure 

Quantity Selling Value 
at the 
factory. 

$ 
Pearl shell - - 23,622 
Vegetable ivory nuts - - 60,1 142 
Galalith and artificial horn - - 7,250 
Celluloid - 30,8149 
Steel lb. 119,250 8,914 14 
Blanks - - 76967 
All othe' materials - - 98,7214 

306,1498 

FUEL STATISTICS 

The quantity and cost value of the various kinds of fuel used in the industry 
during the calendar year 1927 will be found in Table VIII. The total expenditure for 
all fuel during 1927 was $12,515. Bituminous coal was again the principal fuel used with 
1,607 tons valued at $10,317, whilst fuel oil takes second place in importance with 
$1,534. The cost of electricity purchased was $8,0146 as compared with $7,795 in 1926. 

Table VIII. - Fuel Consumption, 1927. 

Unit of Cost 
Kinds of Pual Measure Quantity Value 

$ 

Bituminous coal ton 1,607 10,317 
Anthracite coal it 12 196 
Oil (fuel) gallon 16,756 1,5314 
Gas M.C.ft. 1421 1478 
Electricity - - 

- 20,561 TOTAL - 
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TIE BUTTON INDUSTRY IN CANDA,j927 

P0R INSTALLATION 

The power installec1  in the industry is given in Table U. by (a) classes of power, 
(b) number of units in each class and (c) the horse power capacity according to 
mant:acturer's rating. 

Table IX. - Power Installation, 1927. 

Classes of power 	 Number of units 
	

Horse-power capacity 
I 

Steam engines and turbines 	1 	2 
	

86 
Electric motors operated by purchased uower 1 	55 

	 )439 

TOTAL 
	

57 	t 	525 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS 

The value of all raw or partly manufactured materials together with the various 
kinds of buttons imported into and exported from Canada during the calendar year 1927 
will be found in Table X. by principal countries. 

Table X. - (a) Imports by principal countries, 1927. 

United United Other 
Materials and articles imported Kingdom States Countries 

$ $ $ 
Raw and partly manufactured materials:- 

Button blanks of animal shell in the rough - 13,984  59,221 
Pearl, mother of - unmanufactured. 113 25,620 - 

Manufactured articles: - 

Thittons, shoe papier mache - 10,000 5 
n.o.p. 776 2,751. 2,813 

if 	 vegetable ivory 753 2,707 38,669 
If 	 cuff and collar 1,018 28,298 	1 1)155 
It 	 recognition and lapel 
if 	 k:nds all 	covered or not, 

294 5,397 
2O63)4)4 

TOTAL 

27,879 - 254,739 

30,833 295,101 356,642 

Table X. - (b) 	Exports by principal countries, 1 92 7- 
United United Other 

Articles Exported Kingdom States Countries 

$ $ $ 
ButtOns 2 :758  898 1,793 

A 



S 

r 

:.- 

- 'rr -' 	 r - - 	jr 	 - T-r.

pp~P7 



/ 

T. Eaton Co., Ltd. 
The Canai3.a Buton Co. 
Toronto Button Co., Limited 
Dominion Button Mfrs. Limited 
Kitchner Buttons Limited 
Mitchell Button Co. Ltd. 
Pilcher Mfg. Co. Ltd. 
Windsor Pearl Button Co. Ltd. 
Universal Button Pastening ax& 

Button Co. of Canada Limited 
Richard Roschrnan & Bros. Ltd. 
Nortnern Bu.ttons Limited 

190 Ynge Street, Toronto 2. 
1303 Q.ueen Street West, Toronto 3. 
356 Clinton Street, Toronto 4. 
57 Water Street N., Kitchener. 
Edward & Victoria Street, Kitchener. 
97 Victoria Street, Kitchener. 
310 Albert Stre.et, Windsor. 
5Z1 G1engrry, Windsor. 

240 Walker goad, Walkerville. 
27 Queen Street, Vaterio. 
Smiths Falls. 

APPENDIX 

FIE]S MANUIACTURING BU1'0NG ZN CAMkDA - 1 9 2 7 

Ontario 

I 

Quebec 

Canadian Buttons Limited 
	 2091 Beaudry Stteet, Montreal. 

Stein Button Co. 	 110 Duffrin square, Montreal. 



' 

U IF 
1010631700 

d 


