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THE BUTTON INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1028,

Ottawa, December, 1929.- A report is herewith nrasented on the Button
Industry in Canada for the calendar year 192%. There were 13
establichments in operation of which 11 were in the province
of Ontario and 2 in Quebec. A summary o the principal
statistlcs comvared for the years 1927 and 1928 is given in
Table 1.

Table l.~ Princival Statistics compared for 1927 and 1928.

f 1928 ; 1927
: i |
Establishments | No. : Ly | : 13
Capital Investment ; $ 5 1,468,361 - 1,393,132
Employzes on salaries - } ‘ -
Male NO. : )4‘8 ! ).‘.9
Female : Nc. ; 17 ' 16
Salaries TalX = 141,940 147,762
ZImployecs on Wages - average number - f !
Male o. 1 225 Z 226
Female No. | 182 1 193
Tages | g i 2h9,828 ; 261,908
Qutside piece workars - ' : :
Male ; No. - ! =
Female i No. f 29 ; I8
Amount paid $ j 2,209 ! Soilgs
Cost of fuel and electricity ; $ ' 19,668 i 20,561
Power instesllation - Units ! No. ! 5 : 5
Capacity | H.P. ' 537 : H25
Cost of materials i $ 263,480 § 306,498
6ross value of products : $ ’ 937,326 ! 955,397
Yet value of products ' $ j 673,346 : 648,899

Size of Establishments

In view of the tendency towards concentration in incdustrial enterprise, a
series of tables have been prepared presenting in a tarecefold way the size of
establishments in the Button industry measured oy (a) capital investment, (b) gross
value of production and {c) the number of persons employed, all within certain
specified groups or limitations for the calendar years 1927 and 19R8. The tables
further indicate the movement of capital, production and employment within the industry.

In 1628 the number of establishments reporting was 13 with & total capital
investment of $1,468,351; = gross value of production of $937,32€ and a total empley-
ment of WJ2. Scven establishments nad a cepital investment of $1,319,333 or §9.9 per
cent of the total capitalization with an aversge investment of $188,476 per establisn-
ment. In gross value of production seven establishnents had a2 total production of
$799,151 or 85.2 ner cent of tas total output and an average of $114,165 per establisn-
ment. In cmployment seven establishments had 407 persons on she payroll or 86.2 per
cent of the total employment with an average crployment cf 58 per establishment. {
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| In. 1927 the numser of estadblishments reporting was 13 with a toial capital

P investzmnt of $1,393,132, a gross value of sroduc¥ion of $558,397 and a total employment

| of 4gh. Six establishments had a total capital investment of $1,147,295 or 82.3 per cent
of the total capitalization witnh an average investment gfd§é9 bg16 per establishment. In
zross value of nroduction 7 establishments had a total?b? O%,}SB or 84.1 per cent of
tae total output with an averaze production of $11M,7C5 per establishment. In employment
% establiskments had 431 persors or the payroll or 83.0 per cent of the total employment
an

A

. an averare of B4 persons per estaovlishment.

CAPITAL
1928 } 08 127
- [Averaze | ; |Average
Astab-! Total Capital per‘Esta.b-i Total iCapital per
iish- ; Capital 'Zstablish- 'lish~ | Capital  Establish-
Groups of Value e v | mert 'ments | |ment
Nos . g AT S
Under $50,000 {5 01,800 18,30 | 5 |, 105,165 21,033
$50,000 to uader $100,000 % 57,228! ‘57,228 1. 2 | 1uG6¥8 170,336
$1C0,000 * " $200,000 i b 702,018 1ho,lod 4 ' 532,730 133,18
| $200,000 " ' $500,000 b Glfeny - TEL57 - 1 2 | ald,sSo5! SlmEEE
\ $500,000 * v 41,000,000 O = Y fiac=z 2 I 2
$1,000,000 and over e T =%} = ok ) = = -
TOTAL s | 1,458,351 112,951 13 1,393,132 107,16k
PRODUCTION
1927% 1 a7
= i~ 'Total  Averace .Total iAverage
Tetab- Value of Vaiue per Estab-:Value of|Value ver
Erocps of Value lish- ; Pwoduc- [Establish~| lish~ | Produc-;Establish-
ments | tion ‘ment ments . fi%n lment
Moo, d ol $ T e RS $
Uader $50,000 § |aseafel e7.026 | 6 152,042 25,&&0
£50,000 to under $100,000 3av - 2hyaieted  ¥2.305 2 !1e4,880 | 62,Lho
SUEe . ace- 1 v 8900,000 3 I3pu,709 § 121,570 4 458,129 | 114,532
$200,000 * 1 ¢500,000 I 2L T T 552 1 220,34 | 220,346
$500,000 * 1 $1,000,000 = ‘ : = ‘IS -
51,000,000 and over I Loy - : - = g - } -
20TAL 13 (937,326 | 72,102 | 13 (955,397 | T34
EPLOYIES
e = ; I8 a7
; | Average ! : . Average
? Estab- | Total . Employees | Estsb- ' Total ; Euployees
Sroups of Employeces | 1lish~- | Employees ! per Estabui lisk- ; Emplcyees | per Estab-
ments | | liskment | ments | i lishment
- { - ik ! No. | . Yo. ' 0.
5 i . {
Under 20 G SRRt MR e M S 53 L. ax
20 but under 50 Y : 170 ; 32 — 5 qly i 23
50 W " 100 g ! 131 ! 65 P | 192 | 1 an
100 " 200 ! |16 o -2 . i ; W5 | 145
200 o " 500 = : o : = N | =X -
500 end over - | - : = = | = [ 7
TOTAL 55 Lt =Shed AN 1 SR W T N 37
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The quantity and value of the various yroducts of tne industry will be found in

Table II. for the calendar year 1928. The total value of production in 1927 was y
$955,397 wnilst for the period covered by this report the amount reported was $937,326
o net decrease of 318,071 over the two year period.

Tadle II.- Production - 1928

Tait of | | Value

Principal Procucis f Mezsure ; Quantity : $
Fresn water pearl buttone | sross i ZERo8L - | 124,277
Metal Huttons (1, Bh. mjoss ! 47,368 | 54,201
Vegatable ivory buttons © gross ! 528,541 1 34g,5%
Pearl buttors ' zross 1 q2,622 104,315
%aialith and artificisl horn buttors zross 5,874 3,346
Patent detnchable tachelor buttons ' sreecs i 3,830 0,800
Fatent separzble cuff tutions ' gross i 507 : 2,206
Celluloid bu*tons and buckles | -~ MErfoes | BLIP 55.136
All other buttons 7 p i = | 61,459
Metal fasteners I " B jeross | 14,0091 | 28,4u7
Metal loops . D gross ‘ I8 28 = 10,183
Mesal slides {  D. sross | 13,956 | 13,577
Button:r, buckles and ornaments . cross : 7,500 ¢ 15,952
Boxes A - 08 4 2,354
Tags ;M 3 LaBiT . 6,195
Shrinking cloth yards (ARl ] 32,283
Covered tuttons £ross ! 9,315 | 6,214
Moulds 2nd dies ¢ groBe , 57000, 14,617
Silk tassels and ornameunts . gross { 77 148
All other products and amount ; !
received for custom work - j - : 27.395
TOTAL - ! - 937,326

CAPITAL INVESTHEN®

The cepital scpployed in the industry during the celendsr year 1928 rose from
$1,393,132 in 1927 to $1,408,351 in 1928, an incrsase of 375,229 over the two yesr veriod,
Of this total fixed capital waich comprises land, buildings, fixtures, machinery and tools
rinounted to $769,657 whilst working capitel which consisis of materials on hand. stocks
in process, cash, trading and cperating accounts aud bills receivable was reported at

$098,504,

EMPT.OYEES, SALARIES AND WAGES

Ihe number of persons cmployed in the industry during the calender year 1928 is
showm in Table III. by (2) classes of employment. (b, sex and (c) salary and wage pay-
ments. The totel numdber of persons employzd fell Irom 516 ia 1927 to 301 ia 1928, a de-
crease of 15. The totnl payroll which in 1927 was $416,463 amounted to $403,977 in 1928,
being a decrease of $12,488,

Table III.- Employees, salaries and wages - 1928

i

¥ale . Temale ; Salaries
. : and Wages
No. { No. ' 8
Employees on salaries Lg . 17 ; 141,540
Employees on wages (average number) 225 f 182 : 259,828
Outside piece workers - ! 29 : 2,209

TOTAL ; 273 : 228 | 403,977
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D BUIFCTON TROUSERY I8 CANATe, 1908,

OT:ES EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS

Tic number of days the establishments were in operation during thue calendar year
1928 together with the nunbsr of nours normally worked by wage earners 2er day and per
week will be fourd in Table IT (2). The number of Wagze earners employed taroughout the
year is given by sex and by months in Teble IV (b). The maximum number employed was U415
ir tns menth of May, whilst tlhe minimum numbe: reported was 387 in Jenuary.

Tatle IV (2).~ Days in operation and Hours worked, 1G28.

Namber of BEsteblishments in oreration : 185
Total | Average per
establishment
Da#yE in operaticn on Pull Yime 3,648 280.61
Days 1n operation on part time 182 : 14.00
Days idle PN 9,35
Hours worked by wage earncrs vei dey or shift | 115 3,84
Bours worked by wage earnars ver weelk 539 49,15
Table IV (b).- Wage carners by Months, 1928,
) Yale Female | . Male | Fernle
¥onth font
3 wea Xo. Yo. o No. | Yo.
Jantary | 215 172 July ' 220 | 178
February 232 il August ‘ 225 | i
March 235 . eptenber | 223 181
april 230 176 . G3%dBer : 219 186
May 231 184 . Novzmber 205 185
oG 227 13C ccemcer 219 190
Total 2,691 | - g
Average numder employed durine year 225 182

Ciher Employment Statistics

The number and nercentage of wage earners in mentns of highest employment work-
ing specified hours per day is shown in Table V. The numoer working svecified hours was
distributed between the classes, the percentage working 10 hours beinz hiciest. Less
than one quarter of one per cent of the wage saracrs in the Dominilon worked over 10 hours

rer day.

1

Table V.~ Hours worked by wage carners in month of nighest
employment, 1928.

Jage earners in month of ? Percentage of wage earners
higrest employment working ' working per day of
per day of |

i | : | i
18 nours ] o g = T ST MR B et P
or less | hours ; hours 0.« ' or less ! hours| aours | 10
| ‘ i hours | i i ¢ hours
i y T
i Ho. Ho. qo. '} dAioe PsC. D.C. i (1 T 0 ST
| { i
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The number of hours worked per day in the month of hlghest employment and the
standard working nours per weelt are shown by provirces in Table VI. It should be noted
that whilst the statistics relating to hours of labour in columns 1, 2 and 3 are based
on fizures compiled for the month of highest employment, those in columns 4 and 5
represent the total and average of standard weekly hours of labour for the number of
establisiments reporiing to the Bureau. For this reason thie relation between daily and
weelrly hours of labour is to some extent impaired. Thes average daily hiours of labour on
tiie above basis was 9.25, whilst the average stardard weekly hours worked out at 49.15
per plant.

Table VI.- Hours of Labour per day and per week, 1928.
| i
Total daily hours and number of wage-

|

| b i worki
} earners in month of highest employment. Standard working
I T

|
]
|
|
|

Total | Total Wage- | Average hours !
Eours | earuners i »er day per Total . Average
! | | Wage-earner i
| Mo ; No. : No. i Yo. ? No.
| . |
CANATA | 4,162 | 450 ; 9.25 639 | 49.15

MATERIALS USED

The total cost of all materials used in the industry during the calendar year 1928
was $263,480 whilst the amount reported for the previous year was $306,498 a decrease
of $43,018. The principal items of material used are giver in Table VII.

Table VII.- Materials Used - 1923.

S A g \ . Selling Value
Priancipal Materials ; Measure ! Quantity ~at the factory.

| 7 | :
Pearl shell i 164 70,700 : 29,16
Vegetable ivory nuts b | 1,294,050 | 57,61
Salalitia and artificial horn s i 7,907 i 2,588
Jeliuloid 1b. 61,640 22,958
8teel and brass | i o 139,8q4 12,406
Blanks gross | 38,378 | 62,396
All other materials | - i - | 76,253

i j !

TOTAL : B, | 5 | 263,480

FUEL STATISTICS

The quantity and cost value of the various kinds of fuel used in the industry
during the calendar year 1928 will be found in Table VIII. The total expenditure for
all fuel during 1927 was $12,515 which in 1928 fell to $11,428. Bituminous coal was
egain tne principal fuel used with 1,094 tons valued at $7,284, whilst anthracite coal
tzkes second place in importance with $2,761. The cosi of electricity purchased was
38,240 as compared with $8,04€ in 1927.

Table VIII.- Fuel Consumption, 1928.

{ Tnit of { . Cost
Kinds of Fuel i Measure ! Quantity | Value

; | ; $

t ki
3ituminous conl i ton (-, ot ; 7,284
Antirecite coal i " i 355 | 2,761
0il (fuel) ; gallon 1 g, 902 ! 921
Gosg | My I8, 5. i 400 ! Lp2
zlectricity : - [ - 8,2u0

TOTAL ; . | - ' 19, 668 -
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DUSIRY I¥ CANADA, 1G28.

POWER_ INSTALLATION

The power installed in the 1naast*y is given in Table IX. by (a) classes of power,
(b) number of umits in ecch class and

manifacturer'!s rating.

(c) the horse power

Tz0le IX.- Power Installation, 1328.

capacity according to

Cl=sses of power

1
¥
|
|

Mumber of Urits

Horse-uower capacity

Stear engines and ‘urbines | 2 : 86
Electric molors operated by purchased power | b . 451
TOTAL % 537

IMPORTS AND EXPCRTS

The value of all raw or partly manufactured materials together with the various
kinds of buttons imported into snd exported from Cenada during the calendar year 1928
will e found in 'Table X. by principal countriss:

Table X.- (a) Imports by principal countries, 1028.

| United | United | | ‘Other |
Meteriels and articles i Xingdom : States | China | Japan Countries} Total
imported ' § { : | [
3 G [N e R
Row and partly menufectured materials:- | ! ? é ‘
: ! | i ! |
Ivory nuts, vegetable L 4 222 i 53,2365 - 3 - 2,135 | 59,893
Bution blanks of animal shell | v ! ; i
ir the vobgd Ly 15,528 | 12,368: 38,502 | - i 06,798
. Pearl, mother of - unmanufac.s ~ b ; 9 i
tured = | 40,756 | - - = 4G, 756
Celluloid, xylonite etec. in | ’ ; !
sheats 56,219 41,379,2u1 " - - | 207,k%2 1,642,952
; I i
Manufactured articles:- | 5 | { !
Buttons, shoe papier mache ' = E 8,523f = = ! . 8,523
y " rn.o.p. 853 999 | = B 2,195 4,053
" vegeteble ivory g 652 . - - ; 14,862 | 15,833
" cuff and collar 954 | 30,377 = Rt Y 35 432
] recognition and laneL 61 M,SSS; - - ‘ - ) h9
o all kinds covered or | f f i f [
not, n.o0.v. | 30,119 ¥t 50l {1 = @ = l 234,601 | Uu462,111
i ‘ ; i |
TOTAL 9,757 11,731,597 ' 12 358 38,502 | 465,776 :2,341,000

Table X.- (b) Exports oy principal countries, 1928.
| United | United | Other !
Articles Exported i Kingdom States l Countries | Total
% RN
Buttons 1,106 i1t gge {2,426
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FIRMS MANUFACTURLING BUTTCNS IN CANADA - 1928,

Ontaric

% L Baibon Go+, Ttad.

The Canada Button Co.

Torontc Butvon Co., Limited

Nominien 3Button Mfrs. Limited

Kitchener Buttons Limited

Mitchell Button Co. Ttd.

Pilcher Mfg. Co. Ltd.

Windsor Pearl Zutton Co. Ltd.

Universal Button Fastening and Button Co.
of Canada Limited

Ricnard Roschman & 3ros. Lid.

Northern Buttons Limited

Quebec

fanadian Buttons Limizted
Stein 3Button Co.

190 Yorge Street, Toronto 2.

260 Spadine Ave., Toronto 3.

356 Clinton Street, Toronto L.

57 Water Street N., Kitchener.
Bdward & Victoria Street, Kitchener.
97 Victoria Street, Kitchener.

310 Albert Street, Windsor.

521 Glengarry, Windsore.

240 Talker Road, Walkerville.
27 Queen Street, Waterloo.
Smiths Falls.

2091 Beaudry Street, Montreal.
40 Dufferin Square, Montreal.
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