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The statistics published in this statement
include only the statistics of manufacturing
establishments whose principal products are
buttons, fasteners, buckles, etc. ‘Statistics
relating to specific products are, therefore,
not to be regarded as the total for Canada since
some of these products may alsc be produced
in other industries. Hooks and eyes and
metal fasteners, for example, are also
manufactured in the "nen-ferrous metal
industries”.
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THE BUTTON INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1935,

There were seventeen establishments in Canada in 1935 engaged principally in the
production of buttons, buckles, fasteners, etc. This is the same number as reported in
1934, Eight of these factories were located in the province of Quebec and nine in Ontario
The capital invested in this industry in 1935 amounted to $1,429,340, employment was fur-
nished to 699 persons who received $542,015 in salaries and wages and the value of the
products made totalled $1,270,706.

There has been a further improvement in this industry during 1935. Compared
with the previous year, the number of employees increased from 640 to 699 or 9 per cent
with an increase in salary and wage payments from $501,379 to $542,015 or 8 per cent. The
increase in the gross value of production was, however, not so high, viz, an increase of
$71,792 or 5.5 per cent. In keeping with the general improvement, the investment in
fixed assets (land, buildings, machinery and tools) was $90,278 higher. This was, how-
ever, offset by a decrease of $116,619 in inventories and other current assets, making a
net decrease of $26,341 in the total capital investment of the industry.

Pearl buttons to the value of $338,645 is the most important single item of
production. This is followed by vegetable ivory buttons valued at $250,497 and celluloid
buttons valued at $159,614, These items form, respectively, 24.7, 18.3 and 11.6 per
cent of the total value of production. Details of the various products made by the
industry are given in Table 2,

It should be remembered that the statistics published in the present report
refer only to manufacturing establishments whose principal products are buttons, fasteners,
buckles, ete, Statistics relating to specific products are, therefore, not to be regarded
as the total for Canada, since some of these products are also produced in other indus-
tries, Hooks and eyes and metal fasteners, for example, are also manufactured in the
"non-ferrous metal industries™,

Employment in this industry is fairly uniform throughout the year, there being
no marked seasonal fluctuations. Of the wage-earners employed, 360 or 58.7 per cent
were males, The average salary in 1935 amounted to $1,835 while the average wages were
only $627. Compared with the previous year average salaries advanced $22 while wages
were $9 lower,

The export of buttons is of minor importance in Canada's export trade, shipmen's
in 1935 totalling only $12,729. Imports were much higher, viz, $218,700, a decrease -
$25,553 over the previous year.
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Table 1, - Principal Statistics of the Button Industry, 1921 - 1935,
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Estab-

1lish- Cost of Gross
Year and ments Capital . Em- Salaries Materials Value of
Provinces Report- Invested ployees and Wages Used Production

ing !
e Y I e T e R e e oy
IHRL. oswespooslocma,’ oD 1,212,229 490 423,288 359,661 1,239,814
BRRE s irp bt dls 7o IR 1,363,340 522 498,156 369,643 1,203,240
B B Lo b dvgadcs T 1,414,602 509 486,710 313,099 1,099,035
18924 3c0u0e0vdoens 1B 1, ALIEET8 501 474,914 312,620 958,363
BORS osocivonsinne 18 1,273,041 547 458,881 316,170 1,030,514
T . 1,390,717 556 459,040 358,979 1,088,953
LR g vew s sak v oy 1D 1,/685.1 52 484 412,670 306,498 955,397
1 TS TR 1,468,361 472 401,768 263,480 937,326
L s . . 35 b TS 16157025 458 386,456 278,825 955,255
19D luecdsn, S0 “AR 1,408,331 397 339,591 199,766 702,470
198t bl 3 e 1,177,573 413 353,105 217,510 773,710
DS ok » op audeam sies, + ) 1 15308 .08 458 369,721 281,329 991,754
IS ool S Bmans, ¥ A 1,326,745 568 434,561 389,858 1,135,624

1934
GANATA. .sinwene LV 1,455,681 840 501,379 466,935 1,298,914
Quebec ..o0r0005000 7 328,835 234 159,087 248,230 509,604
OREBGRO .. , swse ae - D 1,126,846 4086 342,292 218,708 789,310
1935 ;
N R 1,429,340 699 542,015 477,788 1,370,706

CURBEEL o0 oo nils sha 8 384,128 276 185,908 265,031 570, 217

GeRars i f.000T T 9 1,045,212 423 356,107 212,757 800,489

e - - - - - -
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Table 2. - Prodgg?%on, 1935,
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. Unit of Sellin

Ezf§§ipa1 Products i oine Quantity Vi Tae 5
Vegetable Ivory Buttons cesccececsssscessoccsaono gross 515,707 250,497
Pearl Buttons and Fresh Water Pearl Buttons .... 9 1,278,724 338,645
Artificial Horn or Galalith Buttons ..cceeeeccss E: 54,735 96,672
celluloid Buttons OB O0O0ADOOROIDODETONENRBOADOCSOSO " 152,471 159’614
Metal Buttons .cesecesoasosssvcoscnssasessescsase 373,714 89,294
Buckles of all kinds .cocecccesssescscesocscscas " 28,249 26,898
A1l Other Buttons, fibre, lactoid; etc. ccovecon ¥ 258,350
A1l Dther ProducsS seasececcseocscvocssscscsescas 155,736
TOTAL VALUE OF .PRODUCTION secveesvenscccace 1,370,706 -

B e S e s B i - s e -

Table 3, - Materials Used, 1935.
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Unit of Cost Value

Principal Materials Measure Quantity at the Factory
Pearl, shell ...ccconoc00ecsesecssccsssocs Lb, 64,009 17,639
Vegetable ivory nuts cosesscscccssssssss W 1 130355209 38,490
Artifielal Horn or Galalith .ccccscevoss L 203,742 84,468
Celluloid 0023 0000A3L0000080005080003D280 il 156,075 82’054
Steel and brass .ccoscsvesesosossccossanca n 199,065 16,788
Blanks .ccesvscccoscssvacsvoosanvesscass Gross 1,238,973 138,176
Al)l other materials ...sevosscsecscossns - - 90,133
CONSGATNOEEE B e o o 6% 0 0 ¢ 065 s 00300 & 6 eisis 070 aloio - - 10,040
TOTAL COST OF MATERTALS USED cc0soes - - 477,788

Size of Establishments.

In view of the tendency towards concentration in industrial enterprise, a
series of tables have been prepared presenting in a threefold way the size of estab-
lishments in the button industry measured by (a) capital investment, (b) gross value
of vroduction and (c) the number of persons employed. The tables compared for a
number of years indicate the movement of capital, production and employment within
the industry.

Tn 1955 the number of establishments reporting was seventeen with a total
capital investment of $1,429,340, a gross value of production of §1,370,706 and a
total employment of &Y9. Six establishments had a total capital investment of
$1,151,827 or 80 per cent of the total capitalization with an average investment of
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$191,938 per establishment. In gross value of production five establishments had a
total production of $940,458 or 68 per cent of the total output with an average
production of $188,091 per establishment, In employment four establishments had 407
pe scae on the payroll or 58 per cent of the total employment and an average of 102
per establishment.

Size of Establishments Measured by Capital Invested.

1L 48§ & P, B T N Ve 1935 =
Eatab Estab--
Establishments lish- Average lish- Average
having a Capital ments Total Canital ments Total Capital
Investment of: Report-- Capital per Estab- Report-- Capital per Estab-
AR s o ___lishment _ ing ______lishment
No. $ $ No., $ $
Under $50,000 .... 39 129,182 14,354 9 142,126 15,792
$50,000 to under
100,000 . o0.. e 3 210,627 05 208 2 135,587 67,793
$100,000 and over., B 1,115,872 223,174 6 b; 154,887 191,938
TOTAL AND AVERAGE 17 1,455,681 85,628 17 1,429,340 84,080
Size of Establishments Measured by Gross Value of Production.
iR sa s . AL S
Estab- Estab-
Establishments 1ish~ Average ligh- Average
having a ments Total Production ments Total Production
Production of: Report- Production per Estab- Report-- Production per Estab-
AT lishment, ing s Aiisimen e §.
NO. $ $ N0u $ $
Under $50,000 .... i 2 [0 ) 12,980 3 183,487 20,387
$50,000 to under
BEDR., Q00" og0 0020 5 367 ; TR Thy552 3 246,7¢" 82,254
$100,000 and over. 5 850,433 170,087 5 940,458 18¢,091
TOTAL AND AVERAGE 17 1,298,914 76,407 17 1,370,706 80,630
Size of Establishments Measured by Number of Employees.
1934 } = VL E e |
Estab- Estab--
Establishments lish- Average lish- Average
having an Average ments Total Employees ments Total Employees
Employment ofe Report—- Employees per Estab- Renort—- Employees  per Estab-
B N Rt § lishment ing lighment =
No. o, Mo, L No. No.
Under 20 emnloyees 7 51 T 8 95 12
20 but under 50
employees :...00 6 232 39 5 197 39
50 employees and
OVeT ceacooaonas 4 0T 89 4 L 40w 102

TOTAL AND AVERAGE 17 640 38 1.7 699 41

. e e e o e s i il i, 5 e e —————— - S . i e i e
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The capital employed in the industry during the cslendar year 1935 decreased
from $1,455,681 in 1934 to $1,429,340 in 1935 a decrease of $26,341., Of this total,
fixed capital, which comprises land, building, fixtures, machinery and toole, amounted
to $874,811 whilst working capital, which consiste of materials on hand, stocks in
process, cash, trading and operating accounts and bills receivable, was reported at
$554,529,

Table 4. - Capital Invested, 1926.1935.

b b i m e hem e e W e R e s e s 3 . = < —— e i e B s e e

Fixed
Gl ) et nslan i SRR S e -
Materials
on hand, Cash, billse
Land, Stocks in Inventory and accounts
Year builldings, process, value of receivable, Total
fixtures, Fuel and finished Prepaid Capital
machinery, Mis- products expenses,
tools, ete. supplies, on hand ete.
= R U UL O [ | T "o S| M
kN 3 $ $ $
LRB6 wivivsbuoe 198,671 434,166 197,880 1,800,717
L927 wuouaosions  T67,087 399,417 236,658 1,393,132
1928 sesvsosees 769,687 399,284 299,410 1,468,361
LIRS Ll v dounoses J77,080 437,250 302,813 1,509,028 ~
1930 swvesesces 776,987 294,369 336,975 1,408,331
D s o= «v 5 2| | 7215885 176,101 124,345 155,242 1. 0P, 50.3
1988 Sss0s000ss 730,517 159,217 110,246 218,901 1,218,881
1988 ..svcwsony, 116,805 205,514 119,458 284,970 1,226,745
PR ¢ uvaoe-nn 7844533 284,350 125,710 261,088 1,455,681
1985 .e00c000:0. 874,811 361,031 193,498 1,429,340
gmployment
Table 5. - Employees, Salaries and Wages, 1935. _
Salaries
Male Female and Wages
s et e oSl o s Ao e o s SR S
Employees on salaries .....coeosses 5laio pelo o ale 69 17 157,788
Employees on wages (average number) ........ 360 253 384,226

e e B e T b o et b

TOTA-L 9% P DOODSSD T GeeeeDO>ODSSSESOSD 429 270 542,015

' - - R I e P AN LTS A— ol bt > b £ b
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Table 5., - Wage-earners by Months, 1935,
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Months Male Female Months Male Female

——————— D Ty N v v DS G BP0 P g e I S I A e

No. No. No. No. 8
January aLo0PoRS 545 250 July YO 0SS e 00 e e 559 251
February cocceses 361 2l August .ecessaneeo 360 246
HMErch " ioecoasas, 368 255 September ...ccc.. 375 2o
Apri]— o0 e0eoR0D e 0 591 262 October 3N €000 9CO 565 247
May 000G 0 Ce0OCIORDOO 560 262 November G o e s0 OO 554 245
R ..o .. 6B 254 December coeeeeaee 092 247

Total C 0 98 €000 800 0SQO00COCS SO R0 SRV eSSOE00 e 4,534 3’020

Average number employed during the year ....... 360 253

Table 7. - Number of Wage-—carners in Month of Highest Employment whose
Regular Hours of Work in 1935 were: -
Number of Hours  Number of  Number of Hours  Number of
Torked per Week Employees Worked per Week Employees
40 hours or less .... 518 Sl "HIBATOMIES "fde syo e nls a181s 3
41'45 hO‘llI‘S s o me v e ERe 2 54 hO‘llI‘S ee ez geautaro 41
14 hours 2009 60089 8D 25 55 hours G202 000I28933 320 67
/*l‘.’ '4.7 hollrs OO0 aGe 05O 65 56—59 hours O D QO NS SOOI 1
48 hours o.csvecsassss 138 60 hours and over..... 18
49‘50 hOUI‘S S voe s 285 mTAL C O eSS 000N EN e 684
The above table does not include overtime, TR T
Fuel Consumption.
Table 80 - Fuel Consumotion, 1935
Ini of

Binds of Fuel Measure Quantity Cost Value

¢

BECUMBNOUS" 'Ceal oo fohiaal iic'c oo as o’orales o naisn Sa Ton 1,006 6,683
}‘uel 011 AU DOODSIVIOOH OO0 DDODOBDSIIIEIIOOFPODS Impl) GalJ 24’755 2’295
‘as 79 HH0 0T ID000000I036009000209 203000 M') cu’l ftd 572 685

Eiectr‘iCj.ty 0003860803000 00I2IS00EE®SGEG0GD3 2D - b 16,006

B T T T Y R D P R

TOTAL COST OF FUEL AND ELECTRICITY = = 25,669

e e e e = e m b 8 s e N s s g (B B o m s . - e o b el o Besae 8 = A T . e . ¢ re i (o Wiy
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Power Equipment.

Table 9. - Power Installation, 1935,

P e e T R

Ordinarily in use

—— it i bt

Cea . . o et

In reserve or idle

' Manufacturer's ‘Manufacturer's
Classes of Power Number Rating of Number Rating of
of Units Horse-power of Units Horse-power
_ Capacity ) Capacity
Steam engines and turbines ...c.. i 8 - -
Electric motors operated by
erhased power Qe r 5300200 eEdwSs 118 - 702 = - =
TOTAL S008IV TOCOCOCLSLERELEERO llg 708 — =
Imports and Exports.
Table 10; - Imports, Calendar Year, 1834 and 1%5o
Materials and
Articles Imported 1934 1935
s e L B e ol -y - ~ = “
Raw and partly manufactured
materials -
Ivory nuts, vegetable c..sc006000 19,463 26,842
Button blanks of animal shell in
ERE DEURIL. - « < a0 - Soapt > gms it +8 154,492 129,178
Pearl, mother of, unmanufactured. 21,672 20,244
Celluloid, xylonite or xylonite
in sheets, bars, blocks, etec. . 1,289,508 1,314,473
Manufactured articles -
Buttons, shoe, papier maché ,.... 2,695 768
Buttons, shoe, N.0.Ps -veussvesos 305 330
Buttons, vegetable ivory ..usccs. 1,478 907
Buttons, cuff and collar c.scaesn 12,3986 8,803
Buttons, recognition and lapel .. 1,845 2,963
Buttons, all kinds, covered or
not n,o,p. AV U290 00000 OD DD 225’554 204’869
TOTAD EMPIRES . /s-o o4 G srmaiiing 1,729,388 1,719,437

- w s . S - == . s v, S . T [u
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Table 11, - Exports, Calendar Years, 1934 and 1955

e - ——— . ot N B T L s gp T

Articles Exported 1934 1935

—— e e § i 4 e ] AT 5 S -t T3 e < e R e 2 4 SR VST 14 S e et e e e

Buttons 60 @000 2POI2ORSRIVIINIRNIAUINGIDIIOIIOND 5”044 12,729
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APPENDIX

Firms Manufacturing Buttons in Canada, 1935,

GUEBEC

Canadian Buttons Limited, 1850 St, Antoine Street; Montreal.
F. Belisle, 1365 Jeannotte St., Montreal,
Ginn Brothers, Reg'd., 427 Mayor Street, Montreal
Governor Fastener Company, Reg'd., 1030 St., Alexander Street, Montreal.
Jiffy Join Incorporated, 1449 St, Alexander Street, Montreal,
Patent Button Company Limited, 2210 Parthenais Street, Montreal.
Stein Button Company, 745 St., Maurice Street, Montreal,
The Pearl Button Manufacturing Company

of Canada Limited, St., Therese.

ONTARTO

Button Sales Limited, 252--260 Richmond Street West, Toronto.
Dominion Button Manufacturers Limited 57 Water Street Northy, Kitchener.
Kitchener Buttons Limited, Corner Edwards & Victoria Streets, Kitchener.
Mitchell Button Company Limited 97 Vietoria Street, Kitchener.
Richardson Roschman & Brothers Limited, 27 Queen Street South, Waterloo.
The Canada Button & Buckle Company, 260 Spadina Avenue, Toronto.
Toronto Button Company Limited, 110 Spadina Avenue, Toronto,
Universal Button Fastening & Button

Company of Canada, Limited, 24() Walker Road, Walkerville,
York Button Company, 90 Portland Street, Toronto.









