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The statistics published in this statement include only the
statistics of manufacturing eetablishments whose principal
products are buttons, fasteners, buckles, etc. Statistics
relating ‘to specific products are, therefore, not to be
regarded as the total for Canada since some of these products
may alsc be produced in other industries. Hooks and eyes

and metal fasteners, for example, are also manufactured in

the "non-ferrous metal industries".
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THE BUTTON INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1936.

There were eighteen establighments in Canada in 1936 engaged principally
in the production of buttons, buckles, fasteners, etc., an increase of one over the
nmumber reporting in 1935, Nine of these establishments were located in the province
of Quebec and nine in Ontario. Goods amounting to $1,467,414 were produced from
materiale costing $522,570, and the 800 persons employed received $630,576 in . .
galaries and wages. ‘

A further improvement was evident in this industry during 1936. Com=
pared with the previous year there was an increase of 10l persons or 14.4 per cent
in the number employed, with a corresponding increase in galaries and wages paid of
$88,561 or 16.3 per cent. The rise in the gross value of production was not quite
so marked, being $96,708 or 7.0 per cent. There was a decrease of $65,023 or 4,5
per cent in the capital invested, due mainly to charges for depreciation.

Pearl buttons to the value of $328,253 was the most important single-
item of production in 1936, followed by vegetable ivory buttons valued at $225,540
and celluloid buttons valued at $131,085. These items represent respectively 22.4,
15.4 and 8.9 per cent of the total value of production. :

Referring to table 4 it may be noted that six establishments represented
a capitel investment of $1,037,340 or 76 per cent of the total, six establishments
produced goods valued at $1,083,493 or 74 per cent of the total and five establish-~
ments employed 496 persons or 62 per cent of the total number employed.

Employment in this industry is fairly uniform throughout the year, there
being no marked seasonal variations. Of the wage-earners employed in 1936, 456 or
64.9 per cent were males, as compared with a male employment of 360 or 58.7 per
cent of the total wage-earners in 1935. The average salary in 1936 amounted to
#1,810 or $25 less than in 1935, but the average wage paid in 1936, $647, was $20
higher than the 1935 average.

The export of buttons is of minor importance in Canada's export trade,
shipments in 1936 totalling only $32,195. Imports were much higher, the $300,299
so recorded in 1936 being an increase of $81,599 over the previous year,
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Table 1. - Principal Statistics of the Button Industry, 1921-1936.

Estab-
Year lish- . Cost of Grosse
and ments giﬂ:::ﬁd Employees ggéa;:egs Materiels Value of
Provinces Report- g Used Production
ing
No. $ No. $ $ ¢
R e sYoxelo., s o@-5: Mool afs 20 1,212,228 490 423,288 359,661 1,239,814
NSNS S At TS e 21 1,363,340 522 438,156 369,643 1,203,240
TR v, G . oont Toools b 20 1,414,602 509 486, 710 213,099 1,099,035
DIEER7L e S R | My S 13 15317 1678 501 474,914 312,620 958,363
1925 ® S ® 5P e 08 e e e 13 1’273’041 547 458’881 516’170 1’050,514
1122 i RN TR TR || 13 1 V300,717 5586 459,040 358,979 1,688,958
2T o el e oo orsriie. Ao & 3 1,308,252 484 412,670 306,498 955,397
1 USSTR A ST e b4 L5 1,468,361 472 401,768 263,480 937,326
1LE TR0 Sy MR S | i 15 SRS 458 386,456 278,825 955,256
1SS , PP lo¥e: sloodcnots Hola, 5 2 1,408,331 397 339,591 189,766 702,470
5L L R T P A 1L 1,277,608 413 553,105 2057 , 510 78,710
o IR, 14 1,218,881 458 369,721 281,329 991,754
pUS STt W g Sr oA M3SY 18 1,326,745 568 424,561 383,858 1,135, 624
QS <L I R . T TR Al iz, 1,455,681 640 501,379 466,935 BLE PR Nl
€
CLNBIDDY L. ohs sxore ok, ags.als 17 1,429,340 698 542,015 477,788 1,370,706
QuebRCy % Aot o o Thiors ol oy2 8 384,128 276 185,908 265,031 570 5215
| T B Y 9 1,045,212 423 356,107 212,757 800,489
13903, 6

CLNADA w5l ¥¥evs o o hle . 18 1,364,317 800 630,576 522,570 1,467,414
CHERE@N v 2% 3 5 o0 s sTs /ol e 2 462,543 352 250,014 271,515 638,670
Ontamtol @ ..t . 5 5.2 ks 9 901,774 448 380, 562 251,055 828,744
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Table 2. - Production, 1935 and 1936,

- Unit of i SRS 11 (1)
Principal Products =
Measgure 1+ Selling tit Selling
Qantity Value o e Value
$ $
Vegeteble Ivory Buttons ...eceeeccoee  gross 515,707 250,497 483,576 225,540
Pearl Buttons and Fresh Water Pearl
IEERSGURIE (<] <kl AT DUle, ope. o ol o ieataFaxbis oF o it Ly2T8L T84  ~ 538,845 1,256,335 . 528,388
Artificial Horn or Galalith Buttons.. ¥ 54,735 96,672 46,050 95,743
Celluloid Buttons «cccoseeccssscssonco 9 L5284 71 . 159,614 140,685 1 131,065
hletal Buttons V0" 08 0T O RO 0SS S SO0 e " 375,714 89’294 402’168 102’916
Elclglteat of aldulcinds . s catifocs s oes I 28,249 26,898 32,077 27,602
A1l Other Buttons, fibre, lactoid,
etCo ® 5 & 90 9 5B S8 E 9O 0 BE GO B O SSE I eeLOG " - 255,350 it 281’685
AR ORIeT SPROBMIBGS wake s o + o ofs s7oré @ slse &s's - 155, 736 - 274,510
TOTAL VALUE OF PRODUCTION 0O De®G0O0CDO 4 1’ 570,706 - 1,487,414
Teble 3. — Materials Used, 1935 and 1936.
L e 4 Unit 113 )R 1RSSR
ringipal Materlals of Cost Value Cost Value
Measure Quantity at the Quantity at the
Factory Factory
$ $
Peanlfasgheldl T s a0, . ot o Lo b 64,009 17,639 53,860, 4 18, 248
Vegetable ivory nutes ...... B o I 1,606,819 - 880 1,260,862 58,818
Artificisl Horn or Galalith ..... L 203,742 84,468 126,405 107,084
(€221 B0 (735 175 I O S, SRR, oks AaTe d 156,073 82,054 1EENG56" ~ e ohRds
Siteeill anal Bras e et M 400 . ¥ T 50 y 199,065:. 116,788 22598928 17,7686
ERITER M e o e e o o ogol Meis 810.s o o000 b grogs 1,238,973 138,176 1,169,840 132,399
All Other materials OQesecO0OeO S OO =t - 90’155 L 126’862
(oRBaISEEIR s o » «rais, o oshe s s ofik o574 - - 10,040 - 15,279
TOTAL COST OF MATERIALS USED .. - - 477,788 - 522,670

Size of Egtablishments.

In view of the tendency towards concentration in industrial enterprise,
a teble has been prepared presenting in a threefold way the size of establishments in
the button industry measured by (a) capital investment, (b) gross value of production
and (¢) the number of persons employed. The sections compared for a number of years
indicate the movement of capital, production and employment within the industry. See

table 4 on following page.
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Table 4(a). - Size of Establishments Measured by Capital Invested.

1939 SRR
Establighments Estab- Average Estab- Average
having a Capital lish- Total Capital lish- Total Capital
Investment of: ments Capital per Esteb- ments Capital per Estab-
Report- Lighment HopPort- Lishment
ing ing
No. ) $ No. $ ¢
IRdee H60 000 .. ..on. "9 142,126 15,743 10 18%, 138 18;1¥8
$50,000 to under
Qe diod .. i 1oei.. 2 135,587 67,793 2 145,844 72,922
$100,000 and over ... 6 1,151,627 191,938 6 1,037,340 172,890
TOTAL AND AVERAGE.. 17 1,429,340 84,080 18 1,364,317 75,785
(b) Size of Establishments Measured by Gross Value of Production.
1, 1B w6 T
Establishments %i:ig_ Average %?Eﬁb" Average
having a t Total Production lht: Total Production
Production of: ﬁgnoit- Production per Estab- gen ;t— Production per Estab-
e lishment . oP° 1ishment
ing ing
No. $ $ No. $ $
Under $50,000 ....... 9 183,487 20,387 9 174,618 19,402
$50,000 to under
Y R T 246,761 82,254 3 207,303 69,101
$100,000 and over ... 5 930,458 188,091 6 1,085,493 180,915
TOTAL AND AVERAGE.. 17 1,370,706 80,630 18 1,467,414 81,5283
(¢) Size of Establishments Measured by Number of Employees.
19355 1936
Establighments Estab- Averzage Estab- Average-
having an Average lls?” Total  Employees Lish- Total  Employees
Employment of': ments Employees per Estab- Tente Employees per Estab-
Report- lighment  feport- 1lishment
ing ing
No. No. No. No. No. No.
Under 20 employees... 8 85 12 i/ 61 9
20 but under 50
employees .....veves 5 197 oe) 6 243 41
50 employees and
BUEE Lo oo Joim ik . 4 407 102 5 496 99
TOTAL AND AVERAGE .. 17 699 41 18 800 44
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Table 5. - Capital Invested, 1926-1936.

———— - ——

Fixed Working Capital
Capital —

Stocks of raw
materials and Cash, bills

sanié. fin§8hid and accountsa
Yeer and uildings, produc 8 gn receivable, Total
Provinces fixtgres, @an » |SRERS prepaid Capital
machinery, in process, expenses
tools, etc. fuel and mis- e f
cellaneous L
supplies, etc.
$ $ ] $
1926 09 O0ROOCLBLODOOCOOSGTEOEO OO 758’671 454’166 197’880 1,390’717
WS BT o EHER  t E RSN 757,057 399,417 226,658 1.,3985132
12750 4T o o BE AR 769,667 399,284 299,410 1,468,361
WSO i1 SR - S o 777,060 437,250 302,813 1G53
G U et e e < o:0.n o] ¥ b 776,987 294,369 366, TS 1,408,331
g7l T A S, ) 721,885 300,446 155,242 & N TS
L R e S 730,517 269,463 218,901 1,218,881
LR e 2 ate) 6, d - 5 pusiise 716,803 324,972 284,970 1,326,745
BIRAE 4, oo 5¥6% -0 5 5o b BT 784,533 410,060 261,088 1,455,681
1935
CIANAD AL . o 56 oo a0 874,811 361,031 193,498 1,429,340
BREEBER. . 0075 o o ofoloro-olola 194,321 112,251 o0 T 556 384,128
EGHRIO ‘s Sowo o sve-omems o 680,490 248,780 115,942 1,045,212
1936
CANBIAY R 5 o o o o™s 738,344 389,404 236,569 1,364,317
OIBNIE0Y . koo et 0. oot 8 222,239 128,360 111,944 462,543
OREARIORA S o0 5+ oo o0 o0 516,105 261,044 124,625 901,774
Employment
Table 6. ~ Employees, Salaries and Wages, 1935 and 1936.
JSON3S S INGLSN6
Saelaries Salaries
Male Female and Wages Male Female and Wages
No. No. k] ~No. No- k3
Employees on salaries ..........-.: 69 17 157,789 76 1. .176y042
Employees on wages (average
RIS . . 0 oo Bimiasy o obs o he 'y 960 253 384,226 456 247 455,054

TOTAL Geeeoccooscovsosoat 408 €70 542,015 532 268 630,576
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Table 7. - Wage-earners by Months, 1935 and 1936.

— e ——— ——————

d 955 1936
ontha Male Female Total Male Female Total
No, No. No. No. No. No.
DR . ..o omtabiaesos 343 250 598 441 250 691
BBRUARY < ¢ o000 a0t0sinces 361 252 613 470 249 719
BENL {5 o5 oo ob dAdiars- s Uin & 368 255 623 475 250 725
BN . & 3% PR US b o 391 262 653 462 255 717
Mag ..k . o oe T v ever S =l 360 262 622 443 245 688
BIAREME < o o6 0 oate o o7 iVatotilans 768 254 622 466 250 716
BT 00 % o o srononenen Wolimelars s 329 251 530 449 236 685
T R 360 246 606 468 240 708
SEPHEMBEY o oseeiors erses s oe GG 251 626 486 235 721
QEHQRERG v +isiolels W eTToi0 (55055 363 247 610 454 250 704
NOVENBET .+ olocenossonsss 354 243 597 426 249 675
BEEERNEF .. ... i psschmsee 3se 247 599 417 268 685
RN e v v on ., 4,554 0 5,009 @ 7,554 5,457 2,977 8,434
Average number employed
during the year ...c.o. 360 253 613 456 247 703

Table 8. - Number of Wage-earners in Month of Highest Employment whose

Regular Hours of Work in 1935 and 1936 were:-

Number of Hours Number of Number of Hours Number of
Worked per Week Employees Worker per Week Employees
1935 1936 1935 1936
40 hOllI‘S OI‘ 1888 s e e 55 49 51"55 hOIlI‘B s0 6000 ¢00 5 16
41-45 hollrs ® & 000" S s 2 17 54 hollrs ® 8% 00 0= &8 8 ¢ w 41 54
44 hours ....... Nere.cie 25 144 SOINNOIIRE fofsiohel o ofsiifese o' 67 88
45—47 hours LK B R BE BN R R N ) 65 85 56"59 hours LA N 2N BN BN BN BN -3 l 9
ASMAGIIBE| + «\ofe s ola enspsisr  1SB d U 60 hours and over ... 18 13
49"50 hours L B IR BB B BE AN ) 285 195 'mTAL C®® 08000 sBODSES 684 805
The above table does not include overtimé.
Fuel Consumption
Table 9. - Fuel Consumg@ign, 1935 amit 193%6.
1T'i9 35 1803 6
Kinds of Fuel iy e Sart aat
nds of Fue Measu os o8
GAPUTE  Quantity Value Quantity Value
$ $
BIMERIENONS 1CO8L 4% «co e s0e 6107 wio's Ton 1,006 6,683 1,154 7,490
Fuel Oil OO * PP T2 EP OSSO P D0 e eO s e Imp.Gal- 24,755 2,295 28’660 2’466
Gas ® S 8 0 & 8D CPE D PRSP E OO e e OO Hacuofto 572 685 754 829
Electricity 8 8 ¢ 00 8PPt 0en 0> L - 16,% - 17,418
TOTAL COST OF FUEL AND
ELECTRICITY oesecsasemes e = - 25,669 — 28,205
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Power Equipment

Table 10, - Power Installation, 1935 and 1936.

1935 1936
Ordinarily in use Ordinarily in use
Glasses of Power Manufecturer's Manufacturer's
Number Rating of Number Rating of
of Units Horse-power of Units Horse-power
Capacity Capacity
Steam engines and turbines .... 11 6 i 6
Electric motors operated by
purchased power ....ccoe-s00.. 118 702 143 816

TOTAL PP P20 B8P OELO0000VD00SDO 119 7m 144 822

Note:z- No power equipment was reported under the heading "In reserve or idle".

Imports apd Exports
Table 11. - Imports, Calendar Year, 1935 and 1936.

Materials and I -SF - 19%8
Articles Imported
$ $
Raw and partly manufactured
materials ~
Ivory nuts, vegetable c..ciccecsvcccocans 26,842 32,p22
Button blanks of enimal shell in the
rough ¢ 2 8 8088000 POROsEEOREOODROEeEDIERAD 139‘178 98’779
Pegrl, mothar of, unmanufactured ........ 20,244 18,183
Celluloid, xylonite or xylonite in
sheets, bars, blocks, etc. ..... bl -l 1,314,473 1,144,966
Manufactured articles -
Buttons, shoe, papier maché ...cccescocooa 768 964
Buttons, sho8, NeOoPa seeocssscsssscsscsn 390 2,022
Buttons, vegetable 1vVOry cccecsccecsscacs 907 550
Buttons, cuff and collar .ciseecsscsscsan 8,803 12,966
Buttons, all kinds, covered or not
n.o.p. including recognition button,
and button blankg, etcc .coecsccscsacsas 207,832 283,797

TOTAL IMPORTS ..ccccccceccoacsocso 1,719,437 1,595,139
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THE BUTTON INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1935.

Teble 12. - Exports, Calendar Years, 1935 and 1936.

e

Articlea Exported 1935 19386

Buttons 09002 B EPEINBEDEONBSEEV0SEEE000D 12’729 52,195‘

APPENDIX

Firms Manufacturing Buttons in Canada, 1936.

QUEBEC

Canadian Buttons Limited, 1850 St. Antoine Street, Montreal.
F. Belisle, 1365 Jeannotte Street, Montreal.
Ginn Brothers, Reg'd., 423 Mayor Street, Montreal.
Governor Fastener Compeany, Reg'd., 1030 St. Alexander Street, Montreal.
Jiffy Join Incorporated, 1449 St. Alexander Street, Montreal.
Patent Button Company Limited, 2210 Parthenais Street, Montreal.
Stein Button Company, 745 St. Maurice Street, Montreal.
The Pearl Button Manufacturing Company

of Canada Limited, St. Therese.

ONTARIQ

Button Sales Limited, 252-260 Richmond Street West, Toronto.
Dominion Button Manufacturers Limited, 57 Water Street North, Kitchener.
Kitchener Buttons Limited, Cor. Edwards & Victoria Sts., Kitchener.
Mitchell Button Company Limited, 97 Victoria Street, Kitechener.
Richardson Roschman & Brothers Limited, 27 Queen Street South, Waterloo.
The Canada Button & Buckle Company, 260 Spadina Avenue, Toronto.
Toronto Button Company Limited, 110 Spadine Avenue, Toronto.
Universal Button Fastening & Button

Company of Canada, Limited, 1076 Walker Road, Walkerville.
Universal Ornament & Buckle Manufacturing

Company Limited, 963 St. George Street, Montreal.
York Button Company, 90 Portland S8treet, Toronto.

000

000
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