
Minieter of Trade and Commerce. 
Published b Authority of the Hon. James A. MacKINNON. M.P.. 

CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 

DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 

CENSUS OF INDUSTRY 

GENERAL MANUFACTURES BRANCH 

REPORT 

ON THE 

BUTTON, BUCKLE 

AND FASTENERS INDUSTRY 

IN 

CANADA 

1942 

OTTAWA 
1944 

Price 15 cents 





DEPARTRNT OF TRADE AND CO.!ERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
GENERAL ANUFACflJRFS BRANCH 

OTTArP - CANADA 

Dominion Statistician: 	S. A. Cudmcre, M.A. (Oxen.), F.S.S., F.R.S.C. 
Chief, General Manufactures Branch: 	A. Cohen, B.Ccni. 

TEF BUTT0N RUCKLE I AND FMTFNERS INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1942. 

There were tv:enty-sevcn establishments in Canada in 192 enged pri:ici-
paily in the production ci buttons, tuckles, and fasteners, etc. Seventeen of these 
establishments were located in the province of ('uebec and 10 in Ontaric. The indus-
try as a whole reported a capital investment in fixed end current assets of t2 ,409,- 
739 and a value of production of 3,665,111.  Persons employed nunbered 1,133 and 
salaries and wages paid 1,197,572. 

The output of the button industry was slightly higher in 1942.  Compared 
with the previous year there was an increase of 6466,196 or 14 per cent in the gross 
value of production, and $132,767 in the amount of salaries and wages paid, although 
there r;er actually 11 1es persons employed. The physical vo1ue of production was 
1so higher, ±.h output of buttons of all kinds having l.ncresed from 7,074,727 
gross in 1941  to 7 1 361,872 gross in 1942. 

Buttons, of plastic materials, to the value of t858,891 wPF the most impor-
tant single item of production in 1942. ?culded buttons valued at 519,953 and metal 
buttons valued at 4.62,844 comprised the other principal items. For details of pro-
ducts rade, see Table 3. 

Referring to Table 2 it may be noted that the 7 largest establishirents 
repr'sented a eaita1 investment of P1,995,030  or 83 per cent of the total. The out-
put of thse establishments was valued at 93,078,183 or 84 per cent of the total and 
employed 849 persons or 75 per cent of the total number. 

Fxnployment in this industry is fairly uniform throughout the year, there 
being no parked seasonal variations. Of the wage-earners employed in 1942 , 517 or 
55 per cent were males, as compared with a male employment of 570 or 60 per cent of 
th total wsge-erners in 1941. The average salary in 1942  amounted to $1 .,761 be-
ing 0103 more thrn in 1941 and the average wage paid in 1942, A915 was 126 more 
then the 191.1 avorege. 
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THF BUTTONS BUCKLES AN]) FASTENERS INDUSTRY IN CANADA. 1942. 

Th1e 1. - Principal Stat1tics of the Buttons, Buckles and Fasteners Industry, 

Es tab-- 
lish- 	 Cost of 	Gross 

Year and 	rnents 	Capital 	Salaries Materials 	Value of 
Province 	Peport- Invested Fp1oyees and Wages 	Used 	Production 

No 	Nc 

19131 11 1 9 177,573 413 353,105 217,510 773,710 
1932 	..... 11 1,218,881 458 369,721 281,329 991,754 
1933 	.......... 18 1 1 326,745 568 434 2 561 389 3 858 1,135 624 
1934 17 1,155,681 640 501,379 466,935 1,298,914 
1935 	......... 17 1 3 429,340 699 542,015 477 9 788 1370,706 
19136 	.......... 18 1 1 364,317 800 630,576 522,570 1 1 467,414 
1937 	............ 21 1,432,343 839 670,814 634 5,647 1,590,1,42 
1938 	. .. ... 21 1,579 9 532 736 572,858 498,674 1 1 338,583 
1939 	............. 24 1,850,892 811 662,403 598,352 1 1 697,788 
1940 	......... 22 1,877,541 988 887,602 1,025,774 2,524,388 
1941 	........... 25 2012017 1,144 1,064,805 1,274,223 3,198,915 

1942 
Quebec 	......... 17 1,044, 177 659 654,761 903,632 2,095,964 
Ontario 	........ 10 1,365 2 562 4.74 542411 461,000 1,569 9 147 

C11NAD ....... 27 2,409,739 1,133 1,197,572 1,364,632 3,665, 111  

Profits or losses cannot be estimeted from Census figures As no dstA Are collected for 
certain Axpense iteis, such as Interest, rent., depreciation, texas, insurFnce, adver- 
tisin. 

Ta1 	2. - Principal Statistics of the Buttons, Bucklec and Fasteners Industry in 
- Canads Grouped Acccrdiig to the Size of Estab1ishmnt, 1942. 

Etahlishents 
having a pro- 

Etab- 
1Ih- Capital Salarie 

Costs of 
TeterIa1 

Gross 
Value of 

duction cf Invested 'ployees and 	•ce Used Production 

N. No. -  

Under 	05,000 	........ 5 18,234 11 7,282 4,108 11,270 
p5,000 to 	25,0OO 6 100,424 31+ 30,769 31,792 79,525 

25 2000 to 10,50,000 	.. 5 105,121 80 71 3,233 81,737 18 0 15 
50,000 to 	100000 4 190,930 159 125,973 84,822 307,818 

1100,000 to 	500,000 4 721,365 350 351,817 303,360 913,457 
5OO,000 to 

l,O00,0'O0 	.. 3 1,273,665 . 	 499 	- 610,498 858 1 813 2 11 161,726 

TOTAL 27 2,409,739 1,133 1 3,197,572 1,364,632 3,665,111 
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TT9NSPUCKLFANFAITERS INDtJST1 IN CAMDt, 1942. 

Teble 3. - Frocuction, 1941 v.nd 1942. 

11 94 
 

1942 

Prnciel Products 
Unit of 
)eesur Cuntitv Selling 

Viue Cuentity Selling  Value 

Buttons, 	irculdcd 	............. Gross (1) (1) 2,187,251 519,953 
penrl end frb 
veter pearl 1,025,513 459,013 7014 ,105 318,731 
of p1etic rneteni1s 1 1 510,436 7 0 027 1,697 0 674 858,891 
metal 1,400,918 417,891 1,865010 1.62,814 
covered 	..... .. ...... " 42,892 19,173 43,280 30,986 
celluloid x 	.......... 50,045 71,219 63,930 125,551 
all other, fibre, 
nioulded, leather, 
vegetehie ivcry, etc. 3,044,923 676,238 500,322 292,248 

Buckles, of all kinds x - - 56,129 - 63,060 
Festeneru, zipper x - - 43,567 (2) (2) 
FAFteners, all other x - - 124,721 - 151,778 
Clipe Prd cthr ornnient. 	: - - 39,820 - 43,568 
Pins 	......................... - 99,531 - 33,500 
AU other productE 	........... - 266,120 - 2713,494 
Priount, received for custo1n 

work ................ 	- 	- 192, 166 - 462,507 

T0TJL MUT OF PflOEUCTION .... 	- 	3,198,915 	- 	3,665,111 

xThefigurAs in the atove table do not represent the total production in Cenede, 
as this product is also manufactured in other IndiiEtries. Fcr total production 
figur, see "Itlphbeticel L1i-+. of Productc Ypnufrcturod In Cnna1" publlthed 
r'nnuel ly by the Bureau. 

(1) Loss than 3 esteblishments reporting, included in "All cther buttons". 
(2) ? 	Tt H 	 11 	 U 	 U 	 A11 other fast eners. - 

	

/ 	Table 4. - Tetenis1 Used, 1911 nd 1942. 

11 	192 
Unit of - 	

94 	4 
 

Principal lfipteriRls 	measure 	Quantity value 	cuantity 

Pearl, shell ......... ...... 	 lb 	(x) 	(x) 	32 1 231 	12,799 
Vpgettblp ivory nuts 	957,707 	32,351 	(x) 	() 
P1st1c materials (artificial 
horn, galalith, lactoid, 
cesein, bnkc]it , r, cnt1in). 

Celluloid ................... 
Iron tncl retal .............. - 

Plnnk 	......................grcss 
All other rratenials ......... 
Contdner2 arid shipping 
riaterials ................. - 

TOTAL COST OF YATMALS USED 	- - 	 1,274 0 223 1 1 364,632 

(x) Lees than 3 establishments reperting - included under'TLll cther ?ateria1s". 
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THE BUTTON BUCKLES AND FSTFNFJkS INPU LTRY  

Table 5.-Capital InveFted 1931  to  1942. 
Fixed 
Cepitel 

Vcrking Capital 

Itcckv of rw 
eterie1s and Ceh, 1-111 

Lend, finished and accounts 

Yar and buildin products on receiv&1e, Tot1 
Provinces fixtures, hand, 	ood prpaid CnpitEl 

machinery, in procss, epensr, 

tcols, 	etc. fu1 nrid mis- t?tr. 
c'4inecu 

s11prlic., 	etc. 

1931 	.............. 721,885 3O,426 155,2/2 1,177,573 

1932 	.............. 730,517 269,163 218,901 1,218 1 881 
1933 	.............. 716,803 324,972 284,970 1,326,745 

1934 	.............. 784,533 410,060 261 1 088 1,455,681 

1935 	.............. 87/4, 81 1  361,031 193,198 1,229,340 
1916 	.............. 7, 384,404 23,569 1064 2 317 
1037 	.............. 757,389 501,720 173,231. 1,2.32,343 

1038 	.............. 752,0/1 l q2 5 (:.iZ 334 ) 877 1,579,532 
1939 	.............. 760,c79 588 2 614 501,699 1,850,892 

1940 	.............. 808,351 .6/6,340 L22,80 1,877,541 

1941 

CPNADP. 	........ 1,077,038 742,480 492 1 999 2,312,517 

C'uebec 	............ 390,251 364,67 176,197 931 1 105 
Ontario and 
British Columbip. 	. 686,727 377,823 316,802 1,381,412 

194 

C.NI.DI. 	........ 1,123,114 750,17 536,408 2,139,739 

C'uehec 	............ 4.52,295 38,487 202,395 1,024,177 

Ontario 	........... 670,819 360,730 334,013 1,365,562 

i1lcyn ent 

Tahir' 6. - Ftrplcyees, Se1eris Pnd Wages, 1941  and 1942. 

1941 	 1942 

	

T.a1e 	Femele 	Saiaris 	Wale 	Female 	Salaries 

and T& &es 	end Wages 

	

Nc. 	No. 	No. 	Nc. 

Employees on salaries 	14.1 	45 	308,423 	143 	47 	334,603 
Frp1oyees on wages(everage 

number) .............. 	570 	388 	756,382 	517 
	

426 	862,969 

	

TOTP.L ............711 	433 	1 2 064,805 	660 	473 	1,197,572 



Jenuvry 	.................. 534 356 890 526 418 

February 	................. 559 367 926 524 1+21 
parch 	.................... 566 366 932 526 418 

April 	.................... 540 362 902 557 429 
516 369 905 532 438 

June 	..................... 514 366 910 540 1+30 
July 	..................... 578 377 955 519 431 
Pugut 	................... 593 112 1,005 519 1+27 

rtrher 	............... 586 424 1,010 509 426 
October 	.................. 601 419 1 9 020 485 431 
Nevmher 	................. 602 419 1,021 481 429 

December 	................. 	. 602 415 - 1,017 471 1+14 

Total 	.. ................ .. 6,841 4,652 11,493 - 6,189 5,112 
I. verge number enp1o'ed 
curing the year 570 388 958 517 426 

941+ 
91+5 
941+ 
986 

970 
970 

950 
946 
935 
916 
910 

885 

11,301 

943 
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THE BUTTONSDUCKLE6 AND FP TENFRS INDUSTEI IN CANAD19J. 

Teb1 7. - age-eerners by Months, 1941  and  1942. 

	

1941 	 1942 

?a1e Female 	Total 	Male 	Female 	Total - 
No. 	No. 	No. 	No. 	No. 	Nc. 

Thble 8. - tv'rze Teckly Earnings and Number of Wage-earnem in the ronth of 
H1&het Fp1cyinent, and their Fegular Hours of V?crk, 1941  and  1942. 

Number of Hours 1 9 4 1 1 9 4 2 

rorked pr reek Male Fer1e Male 	- Female 
No. No. No. No. 

O hours or less 12 8 15 12 
31-41 	hours 	............. 38 25 16 32 
i/ 	hours 	................ 18 19 7 21 
L5- 47 	hc'urs 	............. 36 92 16 74 
48 	hours 	................ 163 126 171 11+8 
490 	hc"ir 	............. 32 12 39 47 
51 -54 	hourc 	............. 57 27 31 3 
s 	........................ 163 85 11+6 88 
56-61+  hours 	............. 82 30 18 1+  
65 hours and over 16 - 130 38 

Average huurs per week .. 	51.1 	48.8 	54.3 	49.6 
Average weekly earnings . 	W.56 	13.13 	21.77 	p13.41 



THE DUTTONS. BUCKLESND_FATF IFIDUETRY IN CANADA J  

Fuel Consumption 

Table 9. 	Fuel Consumption, 1941 end 1942. 

Kinds of Fuel 	Unit of 
!J!e sure 

Pituminous cccl 	 Ton 	l880 
Anrhrcit co8l ..........." 	30 
Gcline 	................. Iirp. Gel. 	2,250 
Fuel oil 	...... • ....... ft 	42,183 
Gas .......................M. Cu. ft. 	2,838 
Electricity ............... 	1064,776 

TOTAL COST OF FUEL AND 
F1FCTRICITY . ........... 	- 	-  

194 1 
	

1942 
Cost Quantity Cost 

Value Value 

13,623 2,031 20,000 
223 -, 
703 30 10 

3,972 12,366 1,3.40 
2,377 206 2 1 039 

25 0 983 1099,750 25,979 

46,881 	- 	49,368 

cxanti ty 

Tb1e 10. -. Pov:er Eouipment, 1941 and 1942. 

Ordinarily in Use 	In Reserve or Idle 

Classes of Pov.er 	Nunier Menufacturer's Number Manufacturer's 
of 	Rating of 	of 	Rating of 

Units 	Horse-power 	Units 	Hcrse-power 
Capacity 	Capacity 

	

Steern engines and steam turbines 
	

1 	6 
Hydruiic turbiriec or water 

	

whe1........................ 	7 	42 
FJectric rotors operated by 

	

purchased power ............. 
	356 	1,136 
	

5 
	

11 

TOTAL POER USFD IN 

	

WANUFACTtJRING ............... 	364 	1,184 
	

5 
	

11 

Boi1r inst.allaticn 
	7 	290 

	
1 
	

60 

Steam en1nps end steam turbines 
Hydraulic turbines or water 

wheels ....................... 
Electric motors operated by 

purchased power ............. 

	

1 	6 	- 	- 

	

348 	1,125 	10 	68 

TOTAL POWER USED IN 

	

MANIJFICTURING ...............3.9 	1 2 131 	10 	68 

	

Boiler instellet.ion ............ 6 	320 	 2 	110 
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PTTC'1S 1  FUCKE 	 T I  192. 

P F N D I x 

Firr r, !Pcnuf&cturiqg Buttcris Bu 3 	and Ftene ide 1942. 

CUEBEC 

Cinar11sn Buttons Limited 
Ci.nn Brothers, RegId. 
Governor Ftener Co. Beg'd. 
Ideal Button Company 

Jiffy Join Inc. 
Modern Art Works 

ck e1d1ng, Limitcd 
efor Vanufpnturing Ltd 

Montreal Ornament & Button Mfg. Co. 
Nei Ornament and Jere11ry Co. 
Patent, ?uton Cc-ipsny Lir'it.ed 
P&rl Button Manufacturing 

Ccmpany of Canada Limited 
Preriier Button Buckle Co. 

d 'Butte service Co. 
Stein Button Company 
Univeraal Ornanent 	Buckle 
Vfg Co , Limited 

Un1t'd Buckle and Ornwnent Mfg. Co. 

1850 St. Antoine Street, Ventreel B. & 0. 	P. 
66 Notrn Dame Street West, ?iontreal B. & F. 
1030 St. Alexsnder Street, Montreal F. 
Ibm, 23, 1193 Phillips Place Bldg., 

f4ontrea1 B. & F. 
649 Notre Dame St. West, Montreal F. 
51 St. Andre St.. Lonueil F. & 0. P. 
33 Taylor Street, Watrioo B. & 0. P. 
1170 St. Pntoine Strerit, Montreel F. 
2025 St 	Lewrence Plv'd., Montreal B. & 0. 	P. 
58 Mount Royal It, 	fontrea1 0. P. 
2210 Pnrthenais Street, kntrea1 D. 

Ste. Therese 
1485 Eletiry Street, Montreal 	B. & F. 
1408 Bleurv Street, Montreal 	B. 
745 St. Weurice Street, Montreal 	B. 

540 Beauth'y Street, Montreal 	B. 
333 Notre Dame St.. East, Montreal 	B. & 0. P. 

0NT RtQ 
11) 4 .tr 	Limii 
Cpitnl 0rnrnsnt, Co. 
t1crincn Button Mnufacturrs Ltd. 
Dcrini,cn Fe.tener of Ccnada 
Kit.chnr Futtons L1mted 
rv!1fch-A.! Put tori Cc arIr Limit.'.. 
Schnrr, Geo, 
Toronto Button Coipery L1.mitd 
flrii:er'l Butt.on Fctening & Button 

COcfl of Ccnsda Liiited 
York Du'ton Copny 

125-33 NiztgEri Strget, Toronto B. 
116 Spadlna J.venue, Toronto F. & 0. P. 
57 Wat'r St. North, Kitchener B. 
1040 Sr 3ir*e, Toronto F. 
70 V1thrt' St.., N., 	Kitchener B. & 0. 	P. 
97 Vict.ort.c Striet, K1tchnrr B. 
141 King St. East, Kitchener B. & F. 
110 SpPdinq Avenue, Toronto B. & 0. 	P. 

1076 1.1ker Road, Walkerville 	B. & F. 
604 King Street West, Toronto 	B. 

Code for Producta Made 

B - Buttons 

F - Fntener and Buckles 

O.P. -. Other Products 

cOo 
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