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THE BUTION, BUCKLE, AND FASTENER INDUSTRY IN CANADA, 1945

There were twenty-one establishments in Canada in 1945 engaged principally
in the production of buttons, buckles, and fausteners, etc. Fourteen of these estab-
lishments were located in the province of (uebec and seven in Ontario. The industry
as a whole reported a gross value of production of §5,748,687 and furnished employ-
ment to 944 persons who received $1,%48,191 in salaries and wages.

The output of the button industry was considerably higher in 1945, the
gross value of production being $810,804 or 9 per cent higher. There was also an
increase in the physical volume of production. The output of buttons of all kinds
rose from 6,066,072 gross in 1944 to 6,688,338 gross in 1945. Reflected in the in-
creased output is an increase of 48 in the number of persons employed and $88,745 in
the amount of salaries und wages paid.

loulded buttons to the value of $841,815 was the most important single item
of production in 1945. Plastic buttons valued at §616,277, pearl buttons at $279,896
and celluloid buttons at $276,450 comprised the other principal items. For deteils
of products made, see Table 3.

Referring to Teble 2 it may be noted that the B8 lurgest establishments had
an output valued at $5,192,849 or 85 per cent of the totel and employed 792 or 83 per
cent of the total number of persons employed by the industry.

Employment in this industry is fairly uniform throughout the year, there
being no marked seasonal variations. Of the wage-earners employed in 1945, 436 or
over 54 per cent were males, as compared with a male employment of 401 or over 5%
per cent of the total wage-earners in 1945. The average salary in 1945 amounted to
$2757,being §56 more than in 1944 and the average wage paid in 1845, $1188, was $21
more than the 1944 average.
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Table 1. - Principal Statistics of the Button, Buckle aad Fasteners Industry,
1354 to 1345

Estab- \ L
Year and lish- gupital Em- Salaries ?OSt.Of Vv
Province ments Tnvested ployees and Wages Nateglafs) AR S

Report- Used Production

ing

Noo. * No. s $ $
B L eabons satesnone 1R « by 455,801 | sanB20- v SOL, 070 e niBlnB B 11,250 8l
1955 eccescascescssesssncsssssse 17 1,423,340 699 542,015 477,738 1,370,706
OGS et sa e siec s e s s os v ebrases LO 1,064,617 800 650,576 022,570 1,467,414
HEINT &5 o daonsos s o ondbinesdosuomed 8l Lyd52, 543 - 889 6H0,814  654,547" 1650,408
1938 eossosesvsseccosscesensssss 2l 1,579,552 756 578,858 498,674 1,338,583
1959 LU B 2R BN 2N L BE BN N BN BE B R B AN BN ORI R BN N N N N 24 1,850’592 811 662’405 595,552 1,697,788
D940 sivsoorsnaironsrenssshoanee 28 1,877,541 988" 887,602 1,025,774 8,524,508
BRI {4 4wtz oo b0 s o aueonnssnnasianes B 2,512,607 1,244 1,064,805 dLR04, 228" 1,000 00
194:-)7 Qe P P2 P S RORLOEOTONROERIRAOOSS DN 27 2’409,759 1,155 1’197,572 1,564,652 5,665,11—1—
O o o eceusnanonsovansannee 28 2,853,642 1,082 L.Bl6s8001 1,428,550 SeELII82
MGG olaiesialé o8 wma.0.0i08 0 6.0 emein® e s 120 Not coll- 896 1,259,446 1,250,740 3,457,885
ected in :
1945 1944
Quebec IR oToleiots o siatniodeils's o lalaleletein. st ML ING ) NEGHEIE- 526 746,162 96&,245 2,174,199
Ontario 000000 esOIROOIBREBOOOIRGRODN i/ ected 418 605,029 bll,Ob& 1,0‘)74,488
CANADA oeveeeacesansanesssess 21  din 1945 944 1,343,191 1,479,301 3,748,687

Profits or losses cannot be estimated from Census figures as no data are collected for -
certain expense items, such as interest, rent, depreciation, taxes, insurance, advertis—
ing.

Table 2. - Principal Statistics of the Button, Buckle and Fasteners Industry in
Canada Grouped According to the Size of Establishment, 1945

- — -

Establishments bstab-
having a pro- lish- Capital Em— Suluries Cost of Gross
Seation of ments Invested ployees and lWages Materials Value of
Report- Used Production
k. ing
No. $ No. $ $ $
gnde!‘ @5’0%0 tesoss s PP PIOOOINS = ) 3
D,OUO to 25,000 esesseense © Not
§$25,000 t0 $90,000 seeseses 2 Vddgctod. - =2 61,896 76,411 173,742
550,000 w &Q0,000 cesvs0T > f? in 95 116’085 148,575 582,096
$%O0,000 ColSHBT0, 000, velisiste ) 1945 542 466,420 408,895 1,145,651
$500,000 to $1,000,000 «ses 3 450 703, 790 845,420 2,047,198
ORI v AT PR AT O, 2l - 944 1,548,191 1,479,501 5,748,687
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Table 3. - Production, 1944 and 1945

Uni el 11974 4 1945
Principal Products Measure Selling
Value

Selling

vantit
e T Value

Quantity

$ $
Buttons, moulded ceessvscssserss Gross 5,179,856 626,578 5,585,846 841,815

; pearl and fresh) = . 460,250 506,555 366,863 279,896
water pearl )
n of plastic muterials .. " 757,087 500,900 836,028 616,277
metal seesecoscesasscsne L 1,142,376 272,892 1,127,828 263,561
" covered coescononssenes i (l) (l) 46,900 55,212
n celluloid X .oecoscesss L 43,170 198,839 54,781 276,450
[ all other fibre, leather,
vegetuble ivory, etc. ! 485,375 345,156 870,112 445,912
Buckles, of all Kinds X eessses - - 56, 338 - 52,451
Fasteners, cipper’ X .sceecsossss - - 120,617 - 85,165
Fasteners, all other X sessesecs - - 126,694 - 130,574
Clips and other ornaments X eeee - - (2) - (2)
Pins ececessosesssvoveessconsscnoe i -— (2) = (2)
All other prOdUCtS cssnceenoIBE e - b 702,606 o 722,174
Amount received for custom work - - 850 - 1,200

TOTAL VALUE OF PRODUCTION eeacee -

5,457,083

!

5,748,687

x The figures in the above table do not represent the total production in (Canada, as
this product is also munufactured in other industries. For total production figures,
see "Alphabetical List of Products Manufactured in Canada" published annually by the

Bureau.
(1)Less than % establishments reportlng, included in "All other buttons".
g) m LR 3 5 " “All other products".

Tuble 4. - Materials Used, 1944 and 1945

Unit of 1944 1945
Principul Materials Measure (Quantity Cost Quantity Cost
Vaiue Value
$
Pearl, shell sseessssscsesscses 1b. (X) (X) (X) (X)
Vegetable ivory nuts sececevess " (x) (x) {x) (x)
Plastic materials (artificial

horn, galalith, lactoid, mould-
ing powder, casein, bakelite,

Catalin) ®4000%000ssseesscnens " 2,016,546 659,021 2,276’970 727’265
Celluloid seesevossssacsssconcs o 48,853 44,305 85,352 74,910
Iron and metBl ceeesssescsccsce = oy 75,690 b= 57’065
Blanke ssssecoccacososnessscenoe gross 588,852 160,824 416,097 165,792
All other materiuls csoeecesese =) = 650,669 !
Containers and shipping

Materifls cosessossssconrsosese 1 3 52,251 = 27,677
TOTAL COST OF MATERIALS USED - = 1,280,740 - 1,479,501

(x) Less than % establishments reporting - included under "All other Materials".
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Table b. - Capital Invested, 1954 to 1943

— - —

Fixed Capitel ~____ __  _________ Working Capital
Stocks of raw
materials and Cash, bills
Bat oo Lana, finished and accounts
Provinces buildings, products on receivable, Total
fixtures, hand, goods prepaid Capital
machinery, in process, expenses
. ?
tools, etc. fuel and mis- o
cellaneous
supplies,
etc,
¥ ¢ ¢ $
1934 ceeevcsvncne 784,535 410,060 261,088 1,455,681
L e 874,811 361,051 195,498 1,429,540
BSE csciveencians 738,544 584,404 256, 569 1,564,317
Q937 sevessescnas 757,389 501, 720 175,254 1,432,343
1988 sevevecveces 762,041 492,614 564,877 1,579,582
BO8D soasaeosenos 760,579 538,614 501,699 1,850,892
1940 coecvonnssoe 808,551 646, 540 422,850 1,877,541
J94) cocevescnasne 1,077,088 742,480 492,999 2,302 817
RO sonoeisossmns 11284404 60,217 556,408 2,409,759
19453
CANADA cevens 1,059,391 748,929 545,322 2,355,642
Quebec eesessenss 525,084 422,342 168,416 915,842
BERAITED .. sipameinse o 754,507 526,587 576,90€ 1,457,800

- - —— e —— T —— e - ——— -

Statistics on Capital not collected since 1944 °

Employment

Table 6. - Employees, Salaries and Wages, 1944 and 1945

— —_———

g & s WOIAERIRER 0 LD S il

Mol Fe- Saluries F Fe- saluries
® nale & Viages nale & Wages

“No. No. $ No. No. $

Employees On 8alaries sesecoscecscenses 101 58 575,457 7 Fibo! 599, 667
Employees on wages (average number) ... 401 356 883,959 436 %62 948,524

- — —

TOTAL 02 C 0SSP EEIBRRERTEOD RSO OEOSS 502 594 1,259’44_6 547 597 1,348’191
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Tuble 7. - VWiage—earners by Months, 1944 and 1945

—— - — -

1944 PR S
Male Fenale Total Muale Female Total
No. NOe NOQ NO« NO. No.
January sesesseeest RO 398 356 754 421 3556 776
February seesecsessssensevss e es 410 369 779 429 550 784
MESBRCHINS o o it oo v e o oesesiesasetss 413 360 773 438 547 785
APril cevcesacsccscsssesssccnncy 405 358 765 414 387 751
hlay 9 O R & e8P P ETPATEeEEEIENISILESOERE CQCES 400 556 756 419 545 764
June eseet e et estrcutsssteesrsen 596 555 749 420 661 751
July €9 6600 0dEB O ELEsOBSOLORESSENS 402 564 766 468 ] 564 802
August $PEe PN et IELIO LI REORELGY 390 506 746 444 569 83
Septe‘nber 00 0" Q02 0E SRR e 688 565 751 455 369 802
Oct0ber Sse00s000essnt s snee 386 304 740 448 S 819
November eet et esseseRB ettt 598 554 752 467 581 848
December ceoscvsccectsscscocacsse 407 550 i 467 369 856
Totul et e es et o0t bl sRersEsBEbLRIE 4}795 4’295 9’086 5’238 4,525 9’561
Average number employed
during the YEAr ecevssccessrcces 401 356 757 436 262 798

Table 8. - Average Weekly Earnings and Number of Wage-earners in the month of
Highest Employment, and their Hegular Hours of Work, 1944 and 1945.

—— -

1944

Number of Hours =#S
Worked per Week Male Female Male Female

No. No. NO« Noe
50 hours or leSS Peesscvesnenin® 16 4 <4 2%
51-4% hours tsesc ettt st enane e 20 o8 16 46
44 hours et e v vsvs et sseesseene 6 20 21 58
45-47 hours s st st ecserescnne e Je 56 60 78
48 hours LI B LR BB BB B BN B NE BT B N N N Y ll7 97 2’02 166
49"50 hOLlI‘S LB B B A BB IR AN B AK IR R IR N B AN N 64 25 105 55
51-54 hours 98 00000 AT ETROOE N lg 2 7 2
55 hours ® 9 6 GO P INCENT RPN GEON G 157 llo 5 e
56—64 hours 0 09 PPNV OELIROIECTEOEGEES 28 l l_l —
65 hours and over LR IR B BE R BE BE B IR IR B BN NN ) 8 et l —
Average hours per WeeK sesvecene 5043 47.5 46.81 44,23
Average weekly earnings ...e.eees $28.22 $16.66 $27.84 $17.29
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fuel Consumption

Table 9. - Fuel Consumption, 1944 and 1945

et o7 1944 1945

Kinds of Fuel Measure S Cost - “Cost

Quantity i Quantity R

$ ¥

Bituminous coal sesecccsscnscs Ton 2,894 - 29,598 £,£58 22,706
Anthracite codl seesecssvesce i 99 po s 4 425
Gasoline cesvevecoscnvacavocse Imp. Gal. a40 508 2,618 890

Fuel 01) sesvencanrccascenscen u u = = == =
Kerosene or coal 0il «eeeeves v ¥ 40 8 45 9
Gas -ooocoo.cc-0:0.000...‘... Mo CU. ft. 1,979 1,577 Z,dlS 2,125
WOOd P R ) Cords l 15 P R
BRI HE GRYT = o« « ot @e bo oo s 3 1,662,754 28,604 1,581,369 23,941

TOTAL COST OF FUEL AND

ELECTRICITY sevevconeos - - 60, 593 - 55,118

Table 10. - Power Equipmert, 1944 and 1945

Ordinarily in Use

In Eeserve or Idle

A Number Manutfecturer's Number Manufacturer's
s P of Rating of of Rating of
] Horse-power o's Horse-power
- Units Capacﬁpy Units nggcity
1944
Steam engines and steam turbines .. 1 e = =
Electric motors operated by
purchased POWEL svoescssnsvonacesne 542 1,276 1z 64
TOTAL POWER USED IN
MANUFACTURING ecevovsvococans 545 1,282 12 64
EEsler NSt alll ati onl oaia ¢ o e sieiss 6 520 2 110
et 6
Steam engines and steam turbines . 1 6 - -
Electric motors operated by
BLrchased POWET s« «ssoes s onsesse 580 1,330 A0S 79
TOTAL POWER USED IN
MANUFACTURING svevevcsncsnss 581 1,586 13 79
Boillept insUeldlaiti on e, cisisio.e o sseis & 4 560 % 110

- e
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APPENDIX

Firms Manufacturing Buttons, Buckles and Fasteners in Canada, 1945

Canadian Buttons Limited
Corona Slide Fasteners Inc.
Fashion Ladies Belts
Fashler Fashions

Ginn Brothers, Reg'd.

Jiffy Join Inc.

Montreal Ornament & Button Mfg. Co.

New Ornament and Jewellery Co.

Patent Button Company Limited

Pearl Button Manufacturing Company of
Canada Limited

Premier Bution & Buckle Co.

ftapid Builton Service Co.

Stein Button Company

Mack Molding, Limited

Allied Fasteners

Button Sales Limited

Cupital Ornament Co.

Dominion Button Maaulacturers [td.

Kitchener Button Industries Ltd.

Mitcinell Button Company Limited

Universal Button Fastening & Bulton
Company of Cunada Limited

GUEBEC

1850 St. Antoine Street, Montreal

4510 St. Lawrence Blvd.,Montreal

2010 City Councillors, Montreal

1495 Bleury St., lMontreal

686 Notre Dame Street, West,
kontreal

762 St. Paul St. West,Montreal

2085 Ste. Lawrence Blv'd., Montreal

254-6 (ueen St., Montreal

2210 Parthenais Street, Montreal

Ste. Therese

19 Notre Dame K., Montreal

1408 Bleury Stireet, Montreal

745 St. Maurice Street, Montreal
35 Taylor Street, Waterloo

ONTARIO

160 Bathurst St., Toronto

1%5-33% Niagara Street, Toronto
104 Spadina Avenue, Toronto

57 Water St. North, Kjitchener

70 Victoria St., N., Kitcaener

97 Victoria Street, N., Kitchener

1076 Walker KRoud, Walkerville

Code for producis Made

B. - Buttons

F - Fasteners and Buckles

0,P. - Qther Products

——— e {) O

B.
F.
B.

B.

& F.

& F.

& 0.P.

F.
B.
B.

B.
b.
B.

B.

F.

B.
B.
B‘
B.

& OOP.
& O.P.

& F.

& 0P

& 0.P.

& O.P.

& F.
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