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CANADIAN INTER-CITY RETAIL PRICE COMPARISONS 
AS OF OCTOBER 1973 

The accompanying table provides a sunanary of 
the latest in a series of updated place-to--place con-
coiner price relationships between selected urban cen-
tres in Canada. 

The Transportation component is the third com-
ponent of consumer goods and services to be updated in 
this series. The first two, Tobacco and Alcohol as of 
May 1973 and Health and Personal Cart as of August 
1973, were published in recent Service Bulletins(l). 
For user convenience both these components are here-
with updated to October 1973 by application of the re-
lative movement of prices at the item 1evl in each 
city. Inter-city differential retail price indexes 
for further elements of the budget will be published 
on a component-by-component basis as each stage of re-
aulta becomea available. 

Inter-city price differentials for the Transpor-
tation component as a whole reflect a general tendency 
for levels to be lower in Winnipeg and the west as 
compared with the eastern half of the country. Total 
transportation indexes show a 16 7. range between the 
low of 92 in Winnipeg and the high of 107 in St. 
John'a Nfld. 

The private tr&nsportation sub-group, comprising 
autobile purchape and upkeep, shows a 20 7. price 
spread between the lowest city, Regina, and the 
htgheat, St. John's, Nfld. Within this sub-group the 
price level of new cars was lowest in F.'monton which 
has no sales tax, and highest in Charlottetown where 
an 8 7. sales tax is applicable, being respectively 
4 '1 below and 9 7. above the combined cities average. 
Retail prices for gasoline were appreciably higher in 
the east, particularly in the Atlantic Provinces. In 
St. John's, Nfld. gasoline was priced 14 7. above the 
combined cities average, while in F.rtmonton its price 
level was 6 7, below that average. 

Automobile insurance prices, included in the 
'other automobile operat ion' grouping together with 
automotive parts, repair service and licenses, were 
significantly higher In t-lonLreal then elsewhere, being 
more than twice 95 t.xpenslve as in Winnipe.' or Regina. 
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COMPARAISONS ENTRE LES PRIX DE DtTAIL bANS DIPFRENTES 
VILLES Dli CANADA EN OCTOBRE 1973 

Le tableau ct-joint donne Un résume de Is demure d'une 
série de mises . jour des relations entre lea prix comparatifa 

la consonmiation de yule i vtlle parmi une aélection des 
centres urbains du Canada. 

L'indice des transports eat Ia troiaitne compoesrite dee 
biens et services ii faire l'objet d'une ectueliaation dans is 
présente srie. Lea deux premierss, (tabaca et alcoola en mai 
1973 et soins pereonnels et de sante en aoGt 1973), Ont CtC 
pubitees dans des bulletins de services antCrieurs(1). Au bC-
nCfice des utilisateurs, nous avons actualisC ces conçosantea 
au mois d'octobre 1973 per l'application des mouvements rela-
tifa des prix au nivesu de l'article dens chaque yule. Pour 
ce qui eat des autres pastes du budget, nous projetons de pu-
bluer progressivement des indices comparatifs des prix do dé-
tail dana lea villes visCes au fur et ii meaure qua lea raul-
tate pour lea diveraes compoaantea de l'indice d'enaemble do-
viendront diaponibles. 

Lea Ccarta entre lea prix de Is compoaante transport dana 
lea diffCrentes villes permettent do conacater qu'en gCneral, 
lea niveaux soot plus baa i Winnipeg et dana 1'Ouest, qua dana 
PEat, bans l'ensemble, lea indicea du transport font reasor-
tir one diffCrence de 16 7. entre Winnipeg (92) et Saint-Jean, 
Terre-Neuve (107). 

Le sous-groupe transports privCs, qui comprend l'achat 
et l'entretien d'une automobile, enregiatre uric difference de 
20 7, entre Ia yule aux prix lea plus baa, aoit Regina, et ccl-
Ic sux prix lea plus ClevCs, c'est--dire Saint-Jean (Terre-
Neuve). A l'intCrieur de cc groupe, le prix des voitures neu-
yes Ctait Ic plus has i Edmonton, oi il n'y a paa do taxe tie 
vente, et Ic plus Clove i Charlottetown ol is taxe est de 8 7.. 
A Edmonton, le prix Ctait infCrieur de 4 7. Is moyenne du 
groupe de villea; ii Charlottetown, il d4passatt cette moyenne 
de 9 7.. Leg prix do dCtail de l'ea.ence Ctaient beaucoup plus 
ClevCs dana PEst, et tout particulirement dana lea provinces 
do l'Atlantique. A Saint-Jean (Terre-Neuve), Ic prix de Pea-
sence Cteit supCrteur de 14 7. i Is moyenne des villes combt-
nées, slors qu'à Edmonton, il Ctait infCrieur de 6 7, 1 cette 
moyenne. 

Lea prix de l'aasurance-sutomobile, coispria dens lea 
"autrea freis de voiture" avec lea picea, lea services de rC-
paration et lea perinia tie conduire, Ctatent beaucoup plus Cle-
yes i MontrCal que partout ailleura, soft deux fois plus Cle-
yes cue ceux de Winnipeg ou Regina. 
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Inter-city indexes in the public transpertatiOn 
sub-group, comprising bus and taxi fares as well as 
Inter-city travel by train, bus and aircraft, ranged 
from 7 7. below the combined city average in Winnipeg 
to 10 7. above it In Ottawa. 

The Health and personal Care and The Tobacco and 
Alcohol components are herewith updated to October 1973 
on the basis of relative price movements in the various 
cities. Average retail price levels for Health and Per-
sonal Care item. in October 1973 were lowest in Montreal 
and highest in Toronto. For Tobacco and Alcohol pro-
ducts, cities to the east of Montreal continue to en-
counter higher price levels than do cities to the west 
of it. 

As in previous studies in this series, the retail 
pricea utilized include such sales and excise taxes as 
were applicable to consumers at the time of the price 
comparison. 

(1) Retail Pricea and Living Costs Service Bulletins, 
Vol. 2, No. 8, September 1973 and Vol. 2, No. 13, 
November 1973. 

Lee indices de différentes villea du sous-groupe des 
transports publics, qui couçrennent le prix de l'sutobus et du 
taxi de mime que lea voyages interurbaina par train, autobus et 
svion, étaient inférieurs de 7 7. A Is moyenne globale 
Winnipeg, et 10 7. supérieurs a Ottawa. 

Lea composentes des aoins personnels et de sante et des 
tabsca et slcools ont etC actualiods au mois d'octobre 1973 
partir des mouvements relatifa des prix dana lea diverses vii-
lea. En octobre 1973, lea prix de detail moyens de Is compo-
Sante des soins personnets at de sante ont etC lea plus has 
Montréal St lea plus ClevCs i Toronto. Lea villes Z l'Eat de 
Montreal continuent i payer plus cher lea tabacs et lea alcools 
que lea villea i l'Ouest. 

Cosine dane lea Ctudes prCcCdentes de cette sCrte, lea 
prix de detail utilisCs tiennent colepte des taxes de vente et 
d'acctse en vigucur au moment de Is comperaison des prix. 

(1) Bulletins de service our lea prix de detail et coOt de Is 
vie, vol. 2, no 8, septembre 1973 et vol. 2, no 13, novem-
bre 1973. 
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INTER-CITY INDEXES OF RETAIL PRICE DIFFERENTIALS FOR TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH AND PERSONAL CARE, AND TOBACCO AND ALCOHOL, AS AT OCTOBER 1973 

Combined Cities Average 	100 

INDICES CONPARS DES DIFFiRENCES DR PRIX DE DETAIL POUR LES COMPOSANTES TRANSPORTS, SOINS PERSONNELS ET DR SAJ4'li, ET TABACS ET ALCOOLS, EN OCTOBRE 1973 

Moyenne dee villea combindea • 100 

Canada 
C.P.I. 

Weights 

Pondé. 
rationa de 
l'I.P.C. 

du Canada 

SI, 
John's 
(Nfld.) 

Saint- 
Jean 

(1._N.)  

Charlotte- Ha1ifa 

Saint 
John 

(N.B.) 

Jean 

Montreal Ottawa Toronto Winnipeg Regina Edmonton Vancouver 

per cent 

pourcentage 
15.2 107 103 101 105 105 102 101 92 93 95 98 

Private transportation - Trans- 
13.0 109 104 101 105 106 100 101 92 91 93 98 

Automobile purchase — Achat 
6.0 106 109 106 108 100 101 100 100 98 96 100 

Gasoline - Essence 3.2 114 108 106 105 102 96 103 96 97 94 97 
Other automobile operation — 
Autres fraic d'automobile 3.8 110 95 92 100 116 102 101 78 78 88 96 

Public transportation — Transports 

TRANSPORTATION — TRANSPORTS ......... 

ports 	privs 	...................... 

2.2 94 100 98 104 100 110 99 93 102 107 101 

d'une automobile ................ 

HEALTH & PERSONAL CARE — SOINS 
4.5 102 99 99 99 94 102 107 100 97 99 102 

publics 	........................... 

PERSONNELS El' OR SANT 	.............. 

Health care — Some dc aantd 1.7 104 101 101 100 94 109 107 98 92 98 97 
Personal care supplies — Pournj- 
tures pour lea soins personnels .. 1,6 106 109 102 106 93 102 105 103 106 100 103 
Pereonal care services - Services 
de soins peraonnela ............... 1.2 98 85 92 91 94 95 108 98 92 99 106 

TOBACCO AND ALCOHOL — TOTAL — 
6.0 126 105 108 108 102 101 100 102 100 97 95 

TABACS ET AI.COOLS 	................... 

Tobacco products — Tabaca 2.7 132 105 104 102 99 104 101 104 99 98 95 
Alcoholic beverages — Boissons 
alcooliques ....................... 3.3 120 105 111 113 105 99 99 99 100 97 95 

Note: The weishta shown are the, 6.-...1... ., 	1..-______. ".'.-_--_ "-j-- •--'--- "---j --'"''" ... . . ... - 	 .. 	 -- 

(Statistics Canada Catalogue No. 62-539 Occasional). They are pro;ided for illustration only; the weights actually used incorporate ad justments for price 
change since 1967. - Hots: Lea pondérations prdaentges soot las ponddrattoria arrondiea pour 1967 figurant daus 'L indice des prix k la conaommation au Canada 
(1961100), revision fondCe our lea ddpenaes de 1967' (bulletin hors sCrie no 62.539 au catalogue de Statiatique Canada). RIles ne aont présentCes qu'k litre 
documentaire lee pondérations utiljsCes tiennent compte dc certains ajuatecients en foaction des variations dc prix obsarvéee depuis 1967. 
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