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On February 8th, 1973, Statistics Canada sub-
mitted a Brief to the House of Cons Special Coimnit-
tee on Trends in Food Prices. Because of the general 
interest in the subject of food price movements, it has 
been decided to make large parts of this Brief more 
generally available by reproducing it, with minimum 
editorial change, in four consecutive issues of the 
Retail Prices and Living Coats Service Bulletin, as 
follows: 

de detail 
lit de la vie 

Pour de plus arnp!es renseignements prière de vous adresser 6 Is 
Division des prix, Ottawa, KIA 0V5, ou composer (613) 992-5805 

I.e 8 fdvrier 1973, Statistique Canada a présentd un rap-
port devant le Cciiitd special de is Cbambre des Ciunes sur 
lee tendances des prix de l'alimentation. A cause de l'intérét 
general manifesté pour lea inouvements des prix des aliments, on 
a décidd d'offrir de larges extraits de ce rapport au grand pu- 
blic en lea reproduisant, sans trop en modifier la presentation, 
dana quatre iivraisons consécutives du bulletin de service inti-
tulé Prim de detail et coOt de is vie. La repartition cc fera 
crie suit: 

Vol. 2 No. 4 Contribution of Food to the movement 	 Vol. 2 no  4  Contritubion des ailments au mouvement de 
of the All-Items Consumer Price Index 	 i'indice global dc prix b is consonimation, 
from 1961 to 1972 	 pdriocle 1961-1972 

S 
Vol. 2 No. 5 Price Changes at Various Stages 

of Processing 
Vol. 2 no 5 VariatIons de prim a divers stades de is 

transformation, exposé general 

Vol. 2 No. 6  International Consumer Food Price 
Changes 

Contribution of Food to the Movement 
of the All-Items Consumer Price 

Index from 1961 to 1972 

The annual aversge course of the Consumer Price 
Index from 1961 to 1972, its monthly movement from 
January 1967 to December 1972, together with the con-
current movements of the food and non-food elements in 
each case are shown in Charts 1 and 2(1). It will be 
seen that, although in the longer term the price in-
creases faced by consumers for foodstuffs have been 
reasonably similar to those which relate to non-food 
elements of the family budget - since 1961 there has 
been a rise of 47.1 7. for food and 41.7 7. for non-food, 
and since 1967 the advances have been 25.8 7. and 27.0 
respectively - in shorter periods food prices have 
tended to exert a very important influence on the index 
as a whole. Thus, for example, the brief pause in the 
advance of the All-items Consumer Price Index which 
occurred in the latter part of 1970 was attributable, 
in its entirety, to the marked decline in food prices 
which was registered between August and December that 
year. In contrast, in the current period of rapid 
consumer price rise, the upward push of food prices 
has been playing a major role. In the 12 months ending 
December 1972 food was responsible for 45 7. of the 
advance in the total Consumer Price Index (Chart 3), 
with the 8urge of food prices in the last six months 
accounting for 55 7. of the rise in the index as a whole. 

(1) The data for these charts are given in Table 1 
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Vol. 2 no 6 Variations internationales des prim b is 
consoesnation des aliments 

Contribution des ailments au mouvement de l'indice 
global des prix a Is consousriation 

pour is période 1961-1972 

Lea graphiquea 1 Ct 2(1) presentent Is progression annu-
elle moyenne de l'indice des prim b Is couscmznation de 1961 1 
1972, son mouvement inensuel de janvier 1967 b decembre 1972, 
ainsi que lea inouvements correspondants des prim des aliments 
et des prim d'autres produits durant chacune de ces periodes. 
On constatera que, bien que sur une lougue pdriode is montde 
des prim des decrees alimentairea h laquelle font face lea con-
siateurs ressemble aasez a celie 1 laqueile sont sujets les 
éléments non alinientaires du budget familial (lea series des 
ailments out augmente dc 47.1 7. et ceux des produits non alimen-
taires de 41.7 7. depuis 1961 et dc 25.8 7. et 27 7. respective-
ment depuis 1967), lea prix des ailments au coura de périodes 
plus brèves out eu tendance I influer d'une facon très signifi-
cative sur l'indice global. Ainsi, par example, le court temps 
d'arrêt dana Is montCe de l'indice general des prix I la con-
soemation survenu au second semestre de 1970 était entilrement 
imputable I Is baisse marquee des prim des produits alimentaires 
enregistrée entre soOt et décembre dc cette niésie année. Par 
contre, dana is présente pdriode de hausse rapide des prix B is 
conaoesnation, la poussdc ascendante des prim des aliments a loud 
un rBle de premier plan. Pour la période de douze mois se Icr-
minant en décembre 1972, Is montde des prix des aliments eat 
intervenue pour 45 7. de celle de l'indice total des prix I is 
consocination (graphique 3), et la hausse de ces niBmes prim au 
cours des six derniers mols correspond 1 55 7. de celle dc len-
sembie de i'indice. 

(1) Lea données pour ces graphiques paraissent su Tableau 1. 
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Si nous essayons de determiner quelles cones de denrécs 
alimentaires ont le plus contribue ii la montde de l'élément 
"ailments" dana P1.P.c. so coors des 12 derniers mois, nous 
constatons qua plus de is moitid de cette hausse est attribu-
able a Is viande, au poisson et è is volatile; si l'on ajoute 
a ces denr6es ies fruits et legumes frais, on explique près 
des deux tiers de Is hausse des prix des ailments. (Voir le 
graphique 4.) 

Las rdcentes variations des prix des aliments composant 
le grotipe des "ailments consoir,nés a Is matson soot prdsentdes 
su tableau 2. Ce tableau indique les augmentations de pnix 
pour lea trois pdriodes suivantes: 

1961 * 1972 
.Tanvier 1967 1 ddcetnbre 1972 
Ddcembre 1971 1 ddcembre 1972 

Las hausses pour les douze derniers mois 8ont assez mar-
quees. Pour is plupart des articles, Is montde des prim ddpas-
Se de beaucoup celle des pdriodes prdcédentes plus longues. 
Pendant cette pdriode, le prix de Is viande, des oeufs et des 
fruits frais a véritablement monte en flèche. 

Le graphique 5 donne lea plus rdcentes variations pour 
une gasmie encore plus variée d'aliments. La pdriode de ddcem-
bre 1971 1 déceinbre 1972 y eat mime en paralille avec celle de 
décembre 1970 1 ddcembre 1971. En déceinbre 1970. les prim des 
aliments avaient atteint leur niveau le plus has depuis le de-
but de is pdriode qu'ii eat convenu d'appeler Is guerre des 
prix entre supermarchds. Lea hausses subsequentes soot trIs 
importantes au coors des deux pdniodes, obtainment en ce qui 
concerne Ic prix de is viande et celui des legumes frais. 

Turning to those types of foodstuff8 which have 
contributed most to the rise in the food component of 
the C.P.I. in the last 12 months, well over half of the 
advance was attributable to meat, fish and poultry, and 
if one adds the influence of fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles, about two-thirds of the food price rise is ac-
counted for. (See Chart 4) 

Recent food price changes for individual compo-
nents of the "food at home" group are shown in Table 2 
The table displays price increases for three periods: 

1961 to 1972 
Jan. 1967 to Dec. 1972 
Dec. 1971 to Dec. 1972 

The rises over the past twelve-month period are 
quite pronounced. They substantially exceed the longer-
term increases over the preceding periods for most 
items. Price rises for meats, eggs and fresh fruit are 
particularly steep during this period. 

The most recent changes for an even more detailed 
group of food items is illustrated in Chart 5, where the 
period December 1971 to December 1972 is contrasted with 
the sane period one year earlier. In December 1970, 
food prices had reached their lowest point during the 
period cormnonly described as the supermarket price war. 
The subsequent increases are steep in both periods, 
particularly for meat and fresh produce. 

. 
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TABLE 	- 1 
TABLEAU - 1 

Consumer Price Indexes for Canada 

]ndics dcs prix 	la consommationpour le Canada 

1961 = 100 

All-items Food All-items All-items Food All-items 
ex food ex food 

Indice de Alimen- Indices de tous Indice de Alimen- Indices de tous 
tous tation les 416nents touS tation les éléments 

les 416ments alimentation les éléinents alirnentation 
exclue exclue 

Annual Annual 

Annuel Annuel 

1961 100.0 100.0 100.0 1967 115.4 118.1 114.4 
1962 101.2 101.8 101.0 1968 120.1 122.0 119.4 
1963 103.0 105.1 102.2 1969 125.5 127.1 124.9 
1964 104.8 106.8 104.1 1970 129.7 130.0 129.6 
1965 107.4 109.6 106.6 1971 133.4 131.4 134.1 
1966 111.4 116.6 109.6 1972 139.8 141.4 139.1 

Month Month 

Mois Mois 

1')67 	J 113.0 116.9 111.6 1970 	J 128.2 130.1 127.4 
F 
M 

. 113.1 
113.4 

116.2 
115.6 

112.0 
112.6 

F 
H 

128.7 
128.9 

131.3 
130.5 

127.7  
128.4 

A 114.4 116.1 113.8 A 129.7 131.5 129.0 
M 114.6 115.9 114.2 M 129.6 130.3 129.4 
J 115.2 116.8 114.6 J 129.9 130.9 129.6 
J 116.3 119.8 115.0 J 130.5 131.6 130.1 
A 116.8 121.9 115.1 A 130.5 131.9 130.0 
S 116.6 119.8 115.5 S 130.2 130.0 130.3 
o 116.5 119.2 115.7 0 130.3 128.5 131.0 
N 116.9 119.4 116.0 N 130.3 127.5 131.4 
D 117.5 119.8 116.6 0 129.8 125.6 131.4 

1968 	J 118.1 121.3 117.0 1971 	.1 130.3 126.5 131.7 
F 118.2 120.8 117.3 F 130.9 127.5 132.1 
M 118.6 119.9 118.1 H 131.3 128.2 132.5 
A 119.3 120.8 118.8 A 132.2 129.1 133.3 
H 119.3 120.1 119.0 M 132.7 130.1 133.7 
J 119.7 120.5 119.4 J 133.0 130.4 133.9 
J 120.4 122.5 119.7 J 134.1 133.3 134.3 
A 120.7 123.9 119.7 A 135.0 135.9 134.7 
S 121.1 123.4 120.3 S 134.7 133.7 135.0 
0 121.4 122.9 120.8 0 134.9 133.0 135.6 
N 121.9 123.4 121.4 N 135.4 133.0 136.2 
D 122.3 124.5 121.5 0 136.3 135.5 136.5 

1969 	J 122.6 125.1 121.7 1972 	J 136.7 136.4 136.8 
F 122.6 123.9 122.1 F 137.3 137.6 137.1 
H 123.2 123.8 122.9 H 137.4 137.1 137.4 
A 124.6 125.0 124.3 A 138.2 138.3 138.0 
H 124.9 125.1 124.8 H 138.3 137.4 138.6 
J 125.9 127.8 125.2 J 138.5 137.5 138.8 
J 126.4 128.8 125.4 J 140.2 142.5 139.2 
A . 126.9 130.6 125.5 A 141.3 145.7 139.6 
S 126.6 128.5 125.9 S 141.8 146.7 139.9 
0 126.8 127.8 126.4 0 142.0 145.3 140.8 
N 127.4 128.8 126.9 N 142.3 145.1 141.2 
D 127.9 129.8 127.2 D 143.3 147.1 141.7 



TABLE - 2 
TABLEAU - 2 

. 

Price of Food at Home 
Percentage Changes at Compound Annual Rates 

for Selected Time Periods 

Variations Proportionnelles des Prix des Aliments 
Consomms 	la Maison A des Taux Composes Annuels 

pour Certaines Périodes 

Year 
- 	 1961 

Annde Jan. 1967 Dec. 	1971 

to/a to/a to/a 

Year Dec. 	1972 Dec. 1972 
1972 

Anriée 

Food at Home - Aliments consominds a la 2.9 3.7 8.8 
ma is on 

Dairy Products - Produits laitiers 3.7 4.2 2.7 

Bakery and cereal products - Céréales 2.5 2.6 5.3 
et produits de Ia boulangerie 

Miscellaneous Groceries - Denrdes diverses 2.5 3.5 6.5 

Meats, fish and poultry - Viandes, 3.6 4.3 14.7 
volaille et Poisson 

Beef - Boeuf 4.2 4.8 7.0 
Pork - Porc 2.6 2.7 26.6 
Other meats - Autres viandes 3.5 4.2 15.0 
Poultry - Volaille 2.0 2.7 18.5 
Fish - Poisson 5.5 8.2 19.2 

Eggs - Oeufs - 0.5 - 0.7 15.8 

Fruit - Total - Fruits 2.8 4.4 8.9 

Fresh fruit - Fruits frais 3.3 5•5 10.6 
Canned fruit - Fruits en conserve 1.9 2.5 5.5 

Vegetables - Total - Legumes 3.1 4.9 4.0 

Fresh vegetables - Legumes frais 3.6 6.1 3.0 
Canned vegetables - Legumes en conserve 2.3 2.4 7.1 

Fats and Oils 	- Huiles 	et rnatires grasses 0.9 1.2 0.9 

-I- 	LLEII!IWIL 
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Consumer Price Indexes for Canada — Annual Averages 

Indices des prix a Ia consommalion pour le Canado — Moyennes Annuelles 
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Chart - 2 	 Graphique - 2 
Consumer Price Indexes for Canada—Monthly 

Indices des prix b Ia consommation pour le Canada—Mensuel 
Canada 1961=100 
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Chart --3 	 Graphique -3 

Contribution of Food and Non Food Items to Changes in the All Items 
Consumer Priceindex for Selected Time Periods: 

Contribution des aliments et des articles autres que les ailments au changement 
de l'indice global de prix a Ia consommation pour certaines périodes: 

Percentage Changes in Consumer Price Index from 
Variations proportionelles dons les indices de prix ô Ia consommotionde. 

Dec.- Dec. 	 Jon.-Jonv. 	 Yeoc-Annuel 
1971 	 1967 	 1961 
to-a 	 to-a 	 to-ô 

Dec.- Dec. 	 Dec.- Dec. 	 Yea r-4nnuel 
1972 	 1972 	 1972 

0/0 	 5.104 	 26 804 	 39 80/ 	 1/0 
100 	 -, 	 ------------ 
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Chart - 4 	 Grophique - 4 

Contribution of Food ttems to Changes in the Food At Home Component 
of the Consumer Price Index for Selected Time Periods 

Contribution par denrée au changement du groupe aliments consommés a Ia 
maison' 1  de l'indice des prix b to consommation, pour certaines periodes 

Percentage Change in Food At l-ome Component of Consumer Price Index from: 

Variations proportionefles dons les aliments consommés i Ia 
moison de lindice des prix ? to consommotion de: 

Dec. 1971 	 1967
Year 	

1961 De C. 	 Jonv. 	 Annuel 

	

to-'a 	 to-b 

1972 972 	
ijel 972 

0/0 	 8.8% 	 23 8% 	 37 5% 	 0/0 
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Legend - Légende 

Other Meats, Fish, Poultry ---------------- A Autres viondes, poisson, voloilla 

Pork ------------------------------------B Porc 
Beef------------------------------------ C Boeuf 
Fruits and Vegetables (Fresh) -------------- D Fruits et legumes (frais) 

Fruits and Vegetables (Conned, Frozen, Dried) E Fruits et legumes (en conserve, congeles, secs) 
Miscellaneous Groceries-------------------- F Denrées diverses 

Dairy Products, Eggs, Fots and Oil------- 	G Produits laitiers, oeufs, hu,les et matières grosses 

Cereals and Boliery Products ------------- H Cereoles et produits de lo boulangerie 
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Graph q u e 5 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN RETAIL PRICE INDEXES 

FOR SELECTED FOOD ITEMS-CANADA 

TAUX DE VARIATION DES INDICES DE PRIX DE DETAIL 

POUR CERTAINES DENREES AL IMENTAIRES-CANADA 

Between Dec. 1970 and Dec.1971 	 Between Dec. 1971 ond Dec.1972 
Entre dc 1970 et dec. 1971 	 Entre dec. 1971 etdc. 1972 
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Dairy products —Produits laitiers 

Milk, fresh - Lad frais 

- Milk, evaporated - Lait évopord 

Milk, powdered skim — Poudre ije l art ecrdmd 

- ---------------------------------------------------huller— Beurre 

cheese— Fromoqe 

Poultry and eggs - Voloille et oeufs 

•. 	L_ 	- 

 

------------------------------------------------------ Chicken — Poulet 

:-;----------------------------------------------------- Turkey — Dindon 

Eggs—Oeufs 

Beef— Boeuf 

Sirloin steak - Bifteck de sudonge 

Round steak - Bifteck de ronde 

Prime rib roast - ROti de plot de côtes 

blade roost - Rôti de hout-côté 

Stewing beef — Boeuf pcns ragoUt 

Homburg— Boeuf hachC 

Beef liver —Foie de boeuf 

Pork - Porc 

rib chops— Côtelettesde parc 

— 	 ---- 

----------- Pork shoulder roasl — Porc, rô dons I'epoute 

0/630 	20 	10 	0± 	tO  
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--------------- ---Sausage—Saucisse 

Bacon, sude — Boconflèche 

—Mom, smoked - Jombon fume 

Other meats— Autres viondes 

--  ---------- --- Lomb, leg roost — Agnecu, giqot 

	

'- 	_I1 	- ------------------------------ -- ---Veal, loin chops - Vecu cãteletleo 

----------- Wieners - Saucisses de Francfor 

Luncheon meat, conned — Viande de casse -croteen boite 

Ftsh - Poisson 

	

I 	 - - - -- -- --------Cod fillets, frozen - Filets de rnorue, congels 

- -- -- 	-- -Salmon, conned— Soumonen boile 

Fats and oils —Huiles et corps gras 

Margarine - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - 

-------------------------------------------- ----- -Lard, pure — Soindoux pur 

Shortening --------------------________ 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Cereals and bakery products - Créales et produits de Ia boulongerie 

	

- 	 - 

 

------ -- ---------------------------------------------------- Flour - Farine 

—

Corn flakes— Flocons de main 

-- --------- Macaroni —Mocoronis secs 

- ------------------------------------Coke mn— Mlonge b gôteaux 

----------------------------------------------eod —Pain -------------------------------------------------------Soda crackeis - Biscuits au soda 

Sugar and sweets - Sucre 

---------------------- --- -- - -Sugor —Sucre 

-- 	 - .--- ------------------- Join, strawberry— Confiture de frames 

	

- 	 -  - 

 

-- Honey—Miel 

Fruits 

. 

S 

Oranges ------------------------ 

I 	I 
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Gripefruil - PornpI9rnousses 

Bononas—Bananes 

Apples— Pomines 

—Strawberries, frozen—Froises congeles 
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Pneopple, conned- Ananos en boTi 
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I 	I 	I • 	I 	I 	I 	I 
Orange ,uicefrozen-Jus doronge congel 

-Apple jurce,cinnned-Jus de pomme en boite 

Orange juice,canned - Jus doronge en bolte 

•  -- - - - - - - - - 	- - - - - - - - - - 	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 	Pears, conned-Poires en bofle 

Peochescanned-Pêches en bofle 

- --------------------------------------------------Rrsins-Raisin& secs 

Vegetables - Lgumes 

-__ Pototoes-Pommesdeterre 

- 	--- __- 	------------------------------------Onions-Oignons 

Corrots-Corotles 

- - - 	- - - - Turnips-Naunts 

Cobbage-Chou 

Tàmaioes, fresti-Tonwifes traiches 

- Celery - CiIIer 

Lettuce- Loitue - - 

--- -----Green peon frozen - Poisuerts conqelcs 

----- Green beons,frozen-l4anicots verts,congelés 

------------------------------- - -- - - ---------------- - ------Tomatoes, conned-Tamales en bolte 

Peas, conned-Pois en bone 

--------------Corn,canned - Maisen bone 

--------Infants food-Alits pour bdbs 

- 	- -- -8oked beons,conned - Fèvesou lord en boite 

- - 	--------------------------------------------- -Soup,veqetoble-Soupe ouK legumes 

-------------Tomato juice- Jusde tomote 

Beverages - Breuvages 

 

-- - - - - - - - - - 

- 

-- - - - - - 

- 

--- - - - --- - - - 

- 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Tea bogs -Th,sochcts 

---------------------- Coffee, medwm quality-Cofequalitemoyenne 

--------- Coffee, instant-Cafe soluble 

Miscellaneous groceries - Denrëes diverses 

- ------------------------------ - -------- --- - - -- -- - ------- -- --Catsup - Ketchup  

Peanut butter-Beurre drachide - 

------------------------------------------ 

po 

	-Cornichons 
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