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CANAD IAN INTER- CITY RETAIL PRIC ECOTARISONS 
A STUDY OF PLACE-TO-PLACE TOBACCO AND ALCOROL 

PRICE RElATIONSHIPS 
BETWEEN SELECTED URBAN CENTRES AS OF MAY 1973 

Measurements of retail price differentials pre-
vailing between a number of Canadian urban centres 
previously published to reflect inter-city comparisons 
as of May 1965, May 1968, May 1969 and May 1971(1) are 
being further updated conmencing with the Tobacco and 
Alcohol component as of May 1973, which is presented 
below. Differential price indexes for other elements 
of the consumer budget will be published on a compo-
nent-by-component basis as the results for each compo-
nent become available. 

As previously, to optimize price comparability 
between locations, differential price measurements for 
alcohol and tobacco were derived between separate 
pairs of cities in geographic proximity to each other. 
Within each city pair, price quotations were matched 
at the item level on a basis of identical specifica-
tions, including brand names whenever possible, and 
also having regard for comparability of retail outlets 
and merchandising practices. Item price relationships 
thus derived were aggregated by application of the 
weighting diagram of the Consumer Price Index for Can- 
da.(2) By means of a linking procedure, paired city in-
dexes were initially related to a common base city and 
subsequently the retail price level in each city was 
compared with a weighted average of the combined 11 
cities equalling 100. This Is a departure from 
previous such studies which were based on Winnipeg 
price levels equalling 100. 

Most recently published for May 1971 in Retail 
Prices and Living Costs Service Bulletin Vol. 1, 
No. 2, May 1972 and Prices and Price Indexes (Sta-
tistics Canada Catalogue No. 62-002), Vol. 50, 
No. 4, April 1972, pages iv - vii, and summarized 
in Table 13 or 14 in subsequent issues. Compari. 
sons for May 1969 were published in Prices and 
Price IndexeS for November 1969, and for May 1965 
and May 1968 in Prices and Price Indexes for No-
vember 1968. 
Recently updated from 1957 weights to 1967 
weights - see The Consumer Price Index for Canada 
(1961=100) Revision Based on 1967 Expenditures. 
(Statistics Canada Catalogue No. 62-539 Occa- 

sional). 
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COMPARAISON ENTRE LES PRIX DE DTA1L DANS 
DIF'FRENTF.S VILLES flU CANADA 

ETUDE COMPARATIVE 
DES RELATIONS DR FRIll POUR LE C(1POSANT TABACS ET ALCOOLS 

ENTRE DIVERS CENTRES URBAINS CHOISIS EN MAI 1973 

Les mesures de In dtsparit des prix de d8tsil qu'on 
observe dana un certain oombre de centres urbains du Canada, 
déJa publiea af in de 'donner lea comparaisons entre lea vJdles 
aux imis de mai 1965, mai 1968, mai 1969 et mai 1971(1), aont 
miaes i jours, it coincer par Ic composant tabacs et alcoola 
preaentd ci-dessous su mis de mai 1973. Pour cc qui est des 
autres 81&ments du budget du coneommateur, on publiera des 
indices de prix différentiels coinpoaant par composant au fur 
et i mesure que lea résultats d'enquRte aeront disponibles. 

Cosine par le passé, sUn d'optimiser Is comparabilité 
des prix entre lea diffdrents endroits, lea meaures différen-
tielles de prix ont été calculées sép,rdment pour des paires 
de villea geographiquement proches. A l'intdrieur de cheque 
paire de villes, lea cours des prix ont été assortis su ni-
vesu de Particle, cest-a-dire en s'asaurant que lea spéci-
fications étaient semblables, y compria en cc qui concernait 
Is marque et aussi en tenant compte de in comparabilité des 
points de vente au detail at des iathodes de vente. Lea re-
lations entre lea prix d'articles sinai dCduites ont Cte re-
groupCes en appliquant le schema de pondCration de l'indice 
des prix a is consomnation pour le Canada(2). Grace a Ia 
procedure de couplage, lea indices coupiCa des villes ont 
d'abord Cté relies a one yule de base commine, puia le niveau 
du prix de detail de chaque yule a ete compare h une moyenne 
pondérCe (fa combinaison de 11 villes étant egale A 100). 
Ccci constitue une difference entre cette étude et lea etudes 
précédentes qui poaieflt le niveau des prix de Winnipeg cosine 
étant egal 8 100). 

La plus rCcente de cea publications porte our mai 1971 et 
figure dana le bulletin de service: Prix de detail et coOt 

de la vie, vol. 1, no 2, de mat 1972 ci dana Prix et in-
dices de prix (no 62-002 au catalogue de Stati.tique Cana-
da), vol. 50, no 4, d'avril 1972, pages iv-vii; Cgalament 

résumé dana lea tableaux 13 ou 14 des publicationa sui-
vantea. Lea cosiparsiaOna pour mai 1969 ont etC publiCea 
dana Prix et indices de prix de novenibre 1969, at pour 
iiai 1968 dana Ia publication de novembre 1968. 

Réceminent mis h jour gr8ce au changement de Is base de 
ponddrations de 1957 8 1967 - voir l'Indice des prix 8 
is consocinatiofl su Canada (1961-100) Revision fondCe our 

lea ddpenaes de 1967 (n°  62-539 liora sdrie au catalogue 

de Statistique Canada). 
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These Tobacco and Alcohol price relationships 
are derived from a direct comparison of retail price 
information, largely collected in the context of con-
sumer price index production, for May 1973. It should 
be noted that the retail prices utilized, being those 
actually paid by consumers, include such sales and ex-
cise taxes as were applicable in May 1973. 

Lea relations entre lea prix des composants tabac at al-
cool ont dtd déduitea d'une comparaison directe des prix de 
dtail recuetilis pour Ia plupart dana le cadre de La produc-
tion des indices de prix A Is consomation pour mat 1973. 11 
est i noter que lea prix de detail dens cette étude Ctant ceux 
payCs per le consoimnateur a l'achat, lea taxes de vente et Las 
taxes d'accise gui pouvalent s'appliquer en mai 1973 y srntt 
comprises. 
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INTER-CITY INDEXES OF RETAIL PRICE DIFFERENTIALS FOR TOBACCO AND ALCOHOL, AS AT MAY 1973 

Combined Cities Average-tOO 

INDICES COMPAPiS DES DIFFERENCES DE PRIX DE DETAIL POUR LE COMPOSANT TABACS ET ALCOOLS, EN MAt 1973 

Moyenne des villea combinees-100 

Canada 
CPI 

Weights 

Pondé- 
rations de 
l'I.P.C. 

du Canada 

St. 
John' a 
(Nfld.) 

Saint- 
Jean 
(T.-N.) 

Charlotte- 
Halifax 

Saint 
John 
(N.B.) 

Saint 
Jean 

Montréal Ottawa Toronto Winnipeg Regina Ethnonton Vancouver 

per cent 

pourcentage 

Tobacco prod- 
ucts - 
Tabaca 2.7 132 105 104 102 99 103 101 105 99 98 95 

Alcoholic bever. 
ages - Boiseona 
alcooliques 	•., 3.3 120 105 110 113 104 99 99 99 100 97 95 

Tobacco and alco-
hol - Total - 
Tabacs et al-
cools 6.0 126 105 107 108 102 101 100 102 99 97 95 
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