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The accompanying table shows, as of October 1975, 
the results of the latest in a series of updatings of 
place-to--place consumer price comparisons between as-
lected Canadian urban centrea.(1) 

Household operation Is the sixth component of 
consumer goods and services to be updated in this 
series. Others published in earlier Service Bulletins 
were Tobacco and Alcohol,(2) Health and Personal Care, 
(3) Transportation,(4) Recreation, Education and 
Reading,(S) and Food for Home Consumption.(6) For user 
convenience, these latter components are herewith 
further updated to October 1975 by application of the 
appropriate temporal price movements at the item level 
within each city. It should be noted that retail price 
differentials in October 1975 reflect the temporary 
reduction in the general Ontario provincial Bales tax 
level from 71 to 51 and the elimination of such sales 
tax on most new automobile purchases. 

For the household operation group of items, a 
12% range of retail price differentials encompassed 
comparatively low prices in the Przitrie cities and 
relatively high ones in Vancouver. The range of retail 
price differentials for f'urniture and appliances among 
the 11 cities was approximately 102 with Montreal and 
Toronto being, respectively, 5% above and SE below the 
combined citie& weighted average. Indexes for the 
sub-group containing floor coverings, textiles, uten-
sue and equipment ranged from a high of 104 for St. 
John's and Vancouver to a low of 98 in the three Mari-
time cities and in Toronto. Prices for household sup-
plies were also highest in St. John's, 7% above average, 
while they were lowest in Ottawa at 21 below the average. 
The most marked price differentials in the household 
operation group occurred in household services 
(comprising telephone, postage, household help, insu-
rance on household effects and appliance repairs), 
where the low indexes prevailling in the Prairie 
cities were primarily due to lower telephone rates. 

For explanatory notes on methodology, see Appendix 
111(B) of Consumer Prices and Price Indexes 
(Catalogue 62-010). 
Retail Prices and Living Costs Service Bulletin, 
Vol 2, No. 8, September 1973. 
Op. cit. Vol. 2, No. 13, November 1973. 
Op. cit. Vol. 2, No. 14, January 1974. 

Op.  cit. Vol. 3, No. 1, March 1974. 
0_p. cit. Vol. 4, No. 5, February 1975. 
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Le tableau ci-joint présente lea rCsuitats, pour octobre 
1975, de is plus récente d'une série de mises I jour portant 
sur une comparaison des prix I Is consommation d'un endrolt I 
un autre dana des centres urbains du Canada(l). 

Les dépenses de mCnage constituent le sixiéme Clement 
des biens et aervices mis I jour clans cette sCrle. Lea autres 
Cléments I savoir tabacs or alcools(2), some personnels et 
hygiêne(3), transports(4), loisirs, formation et lecture(S) et 
aliments consommés I la maison(6) ont paru dana des bulletins 
de service antCrleurs. Pour faciliter la consultation des 
données, nous avona actualisé cea éléments jusqu'S octobre 
1975 en leur appliquant lea mouvements de prix dans le teinpe 
de chaque ville. Ii convient de souligner que lea écarts 
entre les prix de detail relevés en octobre 1975 refiltent une 
baisae provisoire de 7 2 1 5 2 de is taxe de vente provincials 
generale de l'Ontario et la suppression de celle-ci aur Ia 
plupart des achats de vol lures neuves. 

Au chapitre des dfpenaes de ménage, la variation do 12 2 
des prix de detail a engiobé I is foia lea baa niveaux obser-
ves dana lea viiles des Prairies et lea prix relativement 
élcvCs 1 Vancouver. L'écart entre lea prix de detail des 
meubles St des appareils s'est établi 1 10 2 environ dane lea 
11 villes, Montréal et Toronto enregistrant respectivement on 
taux supérleur et infériour de 5 2 1 la moyenne pondérée des 
villes combinées. Lea indices de prix do sous-groupe des 
revCtements de aol, textiles, ustensiles et materiel Se sont 
éthelonnés erctre 104 1 Saint-Jean (T.-N.) St Vancouver et 98 
dana lee trois villes des Maritimes et I Toronto. Lea prix des 
fournitures de mCnage ont Cgalemer,t plafonnC I Saint-Jean 
(T.-N.) (supérleurs do 7 1 1 la inoyenne) alors qu'ils at-
telgnaient leur plus baa niveau I Ottawa (infCrleurs de 2 2 5 
Is moyenne). Ce soul les services publics aux ménages 
(comprenant le télCphone, la poste, l'aide domesttque, l'as-
surance effete ménagers et lea reparations d'apparells ména-
gera) qul ont subi lea plus fortes differences de prix au 
chapitre des dCpenses de ménage. Lea indices peu Clevés dana 
lea villes des Prairies s'expltquent principalement par les 
faibles tarifa de téléphone. 

Volt appendice 111(8), Prix I la consonmiation Ct indices ,  
des prix (ri °  62-010 au catalogue), pour lea notes expli-
cativea aur Is méthodologie. 
BulletIn de service, Prix de detail et coat de Ia vie, 
vol. 2, no  8, aeptenibre 1973. 
Op. cit., vol. 2, no  13, novembre 1973. 
Op. cit. vol. 2, n°  14, janvier 1974. 
Op. cit., vol. 3, no  1, mars 1974. 
Op. cit., vol. 4, no  5, fCvrier 1975. 
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. Among the 11 citIes, pt-let levels for home con-
stimed food remaiiwd highest in St. John's and in Van-
couver, with index levels In both cities 102 above the 
combined cities' average. Conversely, the Ottawa, 
Toronto and Montreal food indexes ranged 22 to 32 below 
this average. Specific categories of foodstuffs gener-
ally displayed more price level variability between 
cities than did the food basket as a whole. For exam-
ple In Sr. John's, Newfoundland and Vancouver the dairy 
products indexes averaged 16% and 112, respectively, 
above the combined cities' average while the Montreal 
price level was 52 below that average. Retail milk 
price differentials were the main contributor to the 
highs and lows in this sub-group. 

Higher bread prices were chiefly responsible for 
the cereal and bakery products Index in Vancouver being 
132 above the combined cities' average. In contrast, 
relatively low bread prices largely accounted for the 
comparatively low sub-group Indexes in Ottawa and Mont-
real. Vancouver, with high beei, pork and poultry 
prices, also registered the highest meat sub-group 
index (which includes meat, fish and poultry) of 112. 
At the other end of the scale, the Halifax meat index 
level stood at 94. 

The largest inlet-city food price differences 
occurred in the fresh and canned fruits and vegetables 
category, With prices ranging from a low of 4% below 
the coml,ined cities' weighted average in Toronto, to a 
high of 21% above that average in St. John's. Miscel-
J.rneous groceries, Including such Items as sugar, soup 
route, tea and soft drinks, tended to be higher in 
price in the Atlantic Region than in most other loca- 
I 18)115 

In October 1975 transportatIon price Levels were 
lower in the western cities by comparison with the east-
ern ones mainly due to gasoline and car Insurance 
prices. The private transportation sub-group, which 
includes automobile ptirhase and upkeep, ranged from 
a low of 92 for Regina to a high of 113 for St. John's. 
Within this sub-group, new automobile prices averaged 
lowest In Ottawa and Toronto where provincial sales 
taxes were temporarily removed, and highest in the 
Atlantic Provinces cities where prices ranged 72 to 132 
above the combined cities' average. 

Inter-city price differentials for the health and 
personal care component ranged from a Toronto level of 
6% above the combined cities' weighted average to a 
Regina level of 10% below. Retail price differentials 
for the recreation, education and reading group, which 
includes such Items as admission to sports events and 
movies, television purchase and repair, sports equip-
ment, newspapers and magazines, ranged from a high of 
104 in Montreal to a low of 92 in Edmonton. Higher 
prices for admission to events and for newspapers were 
the two main contributors to Montreal's relatively high 
puSit ion. Tobacco and alcohol products, the price 
levels of which vary significantly due in part to pro-
vincial tax differentials, exhibited a 282 range of 
retail price differentials, with the highest prices 
appearing In the Atlantic Provinces cities. 

La nlveau de prix des alimenta consonmtés 2 1a maison 
dans lea 11 vIlles s'est maintenu I un soesner 2 Saint-Jean 
(1.-N.) ci I Vancouver alora qu'on a enregistré des indices 
aupérieurs de 10 2 2 Ia moyenne des villes combinéee. Réci- 
proquement, ils oft vane de 2 2 2 3 2 en dcci de cette moyenne 
2 Ottawa, Toronto et Montréal. En gCnéral, le prix de certainea 
denrées alimentairea a fluctuC davantage entre lea villes que 
celui du "paOier I provisions" dana i'ensemble. Par example, 
2 Saint-Jean (1.-N.) et I Vancouver, l'indice dee prix den 
produits laltiera a'est établi respectivement 2 16 2 et 11 2 
au-dessus de is moyenne des viliea combinéea, tandle qu'h Mont-
réal, ii Iléchissait 2 5 2 su-dessous de cette moyenne. Lea 
differences des prix de detail du lait sont principalement 
responsabies des hauts et baa niveaux observes dana ce soue-
groupe. 

L'indice do pt-tx des produits de boulangerie et cCréaliera 
i Vancouver a dépassé de 13 2 is moyenne des vilics eoabinCee 
surtout a cause des prix Clevés du pain. En revanche, lea prix 
relativem,'nt has du 1,ain ont influé aenaiblement aur lea Indices 
du sous-groupe i Ottawa et I Montréal. Vancouver, avec un ni-
veau élevé des prix du bacuf, du porc et de is volaille a en-
registrC 3 112 l'indice le plus llevé du sous-groupe de Is 
viande (qui comprend Ia viande, le poisson et la volaille), 
alors qu'I Halifax, le niveau observe (94) reprCsentait le 
point aeuil de l'indice. 

L'indlce des ailments entre lea villea a subi as plus 
forte difference su chapitre des fruits et legumes frais et en 
conserve. En effet, lea prix de ceux-ci se sent lcheionnés entre 
4 2 en decl de in moyenne pondérée des villes combinCes I Toron-
to et 21 2 au-desaus de cette moyenne 2 Saint-Jean (1.-N.). 
Lea prix des denrées diverses telles que is sucre, lea soupes, 
le café, le the et lea boissons gazeusem ant eu tendance A étre 
plus élevés dans Is region de l'Atiantlque. 

En octobre 1975, Is nivesu des pnix du transport dana ic-s 
villes de l'Ouest ant été moles Cievés par rapport A ceux des 
villes de l'Est, en raison surtout du prix de l'easence et de 
l'aasurance-automobiie. Le sous-groupe des transports privés, 
qui comprend l'achat at l'entretien de l'automobile, a fiuctué 
entre 92 1 Regina ci 113 2 Saint-Jean (1.-N.). Soulignons que 
lea voiturea neuves cocitalent moles cher I Ottawa et A Toronto 
oi La taxe de vente provinclale a etC supprimée temporairement 
que dans lea villes des provinces de 1'Atiantique oa lea prix 
se sont Ctablia entre 7 2 et 13 2 au-deaaus de is moyenne des 
villes combinées. 

Les écarts intervillea de prix pour i'ClCment some per-
onriels at hygilne ant varil entre 6 2 au dessus de is moyenne 

pondérCe des villes combinCea I Toronto et 10 2 au dessous A 
Regina. Lea niveaux des pt-tx de detail du groupe loisira, édu-
cation et lecture, comprenant l'entrCe aux activitCs aportives 
et ati cinema, l'achat et in reparation de tCliviseurs, l'équipe-
ment sportif et lea journaux, revues St magazines, as soot 
échelonnés entre 104 1 Montréal at 92 A Edmonton. Le nlveau 
pius Clevé des prix d'entrée sux diverses manifestations at des 
journaux mont lea pnincipaux reaponsables du nivesu élevé de 
Montréal. Leg prix de detail des tabac et alcools, gui oft 
préaentC one variation considerable de 28 2 en pat-tie 8 cause 
des diffCrenten taxes provinciaies, ont sttelnt leur pies haul 
niveau dens lea villas des provinces de l'Atlantique. 
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Inter-city Inderes of Retail Price Dliferentlals for Selected Categories of Consumer Cooda and Services, as at October, 1975. 
Combined Cities Average • 100 

Indices compar8s des diff6rences an prim do detail pour certaines catCgoriea do biens et services de consomoatlon, octobre 1975. 
Hoyanne des nub. coisbindes • 100 

Canada 
cri 

weights 
- 

PondCratlons 
de 1i.P.C. 
du Canada 

St. 	johns 
(gild.) 

- 

Saint- 
Joan 

(T-H.) 

Charlotte- 
OWn 

Halifax 

Saint 
John 

(11.8.) 
- 

Sc-
lean 

(N.-R.) 

Montr8al Ottawa Toronto Winnipeg Regina Edmonton Vancouver 

Food for home consumption - 
Ailments consosmés I is 

21.0 110 103 99 103 98 97 98 101 101 102 110 

Dairy products - Prodoita 

,salson 	................... 

laltiers 3.3 116 105 lOS 106 95 100 101 98 101 98 III 
Cereal and bakery prod- 

Uris - Prodults de 
boulangerie et cdréa- 

2.6 108 107 99 106 96 96 101 101 101 96 lii 
Fats and oils - liullee or 

corpa gras 0.4 Iii 101, 101 105 100 101 100 104 100 96 tOO 
Meats, fish and poultry - 

Viande, poisson Ct VO- 

7.2 103 96 94 99 101 96 97 101 98 98 112 
Fruits and vegetables - 

hera 	...................... 

Fruits et legumes 3.2 121 108 100 107 96 100 96 109 107 116 206 
Eggs - Oexfs 0.6 117 [06 106 108 99 95 100 93 101 104 102 

laille 	..................... 

Miscellaneous grocerieS - 
Denr8es dloerneo 3.7 108 108 102 105 98 95 99 101 102 106 lOS 

Houaehold operation - 
9.7 103 100 102 101 102 99 98 96 95 98 107 penans do ménage 	......... 

Furniture and applian- 
rca - P4eubles ci appa- 

3.1 104 99 101 105 105 96 95 200 98 98 104 
Pinor coverings, 	tex- 

tiles. 	eqstpment - Re- 

cells 	.................. . 

vOtements de aol, tex- 
tiles, 	materiel 1.9 104 98 98 98 101 99 98 102 101 99 104 

Hounnhold soppi los - 

Fourniturea do ndnage 2.0 107 106 102 102 100 98 99 105 105 101 102 
Household services - Ser- 

viceS robites nun mA- 	- 
2.7 99 97 105 98 99 104 102 81 83 94 127 sages 	........................... 

Transportation - Transports 15.2 lii 107 102 108 107 97 99 93 93 97 96 

Private transportation - 
Transports privés 13.0 113 109 104 108 108 97 99 93 92 97 9 

Automobile purchase - 
Acitat d'une automobile 6.0 109 113 107 III 101 96 96 101 101 100 104 

Cauol lee - F-encore 3.2 218 113 107 107 102 96 100 95 96 99 200 
Other automobile opera- 

tion - Autreu dipooaeo 
d'utlli.arion do 	l'au 
tomobile 3.8 113 102 98 107 120 99 101 84 78 94 85 

Public transportation - 
Transports publics 2.2 204 93 89 205 104 98 99 90 100 97 91 

Health and personal rare - 
C0j05 personnel. cc 
hygibon 	.................. 4.5 102 96 92 102 98 98 106 99 90 98 101 

Health rare - Hygiine 1.7 103 202 95 109 98 106 108 97 83 99 93 
Personal rare eupplien - 

Fourniiuros de solos 
personnel 1.6 108 106 97 107 98 97 103 104 102 97 100 

Personal Care servirra - 
Services de soins per- 

1.2 96 80 82 88 98 89 105 98 88 96 123 sonnels 	................... 

Recreation, education and 
reading - Loisirs, form.- 

96 93 98 98 [04 98 101 94 99 92 98 

Tobacco and alcohol - To- 

tion 	ci 	lecture 	..........6.9 

tal - Tabacs ci aicools 6.0 123 114 112 110 102 101 98 101 99 96 99 

Tobacre produrts - Pro- 
duitn do tabar 2.7 233 120 104 103 100 103 100 103 100 98 97 

Aicoholir beverage. - 
Boiaaona aicooliques .. 3.3 Iii 108 118 117 104 99 96 99 97 94 101 

Note The wighta shown are the rounded weight. Riven for 1967 in the report 'Conauner Price Indes for Canada (1961-100). Revialon based on 1967 
Expenditures (Stat [stirs Canada, Catalogue 62-539, OccasIonal). They are provided for illuatratlon only; the weight# actually used were com-
bined cities' weights with adjuatmeots for price change sInce 1967. - Nota Los pondCrations indlqudes snot relies pour 1967 qul figurent dana 
"l'lndtre des pris I Is ronoonanation ao Canada (19x1-100) revIsion fondde our lea dhpenses de 1967 (bulletin hors aCne no  62-539 no ra-
talogue de Statistique Canada). tiles on soot prfsentkes qul litre documenroire; lea pond&rations utiliacCs constituent an fair cellos des 
yule, rnmbinCeo, ajustHes en fonction dea variations do prin observCes depuie 1967. 
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