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PRICE INDEXES OF HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION IN CANADA
Seven Province Composite 1961=100(1)

The base-weighted highway construction price
indexes presented herein include the all-items and
major group indexes for grading, granular base courses
and surface courses The seven province composite to
a 1961=100 base is presented for the period 1958 to
1972

The indexes express the relationship of prices
srovincial highway departments are paying in any given
#@ar, to prices paid in the base period for an un-
#ianging or equivalent programme of construction
ivices included in the index relate to bid items of
contracts awarded and to materials purchased by the
department and supplied free to the contractor. Bid
items included are for units of construction work such
as a cubic yard of earth excavation or a ton of bit-

uminous hot -mix pavement i lace (

Characteristics of Recent Price Movement

In 1972 the all-items seven province composite
index rose to 159.5 an increase of 5.0 % over 1971.
All three major categories of the composite index in-
dicated asimilar increases i.e., grading 6.1 7 granu-
lar base courses 4.1 and surface courses 4.2

With the exception of Newfoundland price in-
creases were genersl throughout the provinces for the
major categories and for the all-items indexes.

Public and private expenditure for construction
in Canada recorded an increase of 9.0 % in 1972 over
1971 Public and private expenditure for road and
highway construction in Canada showed an increase of
16.5 % with the provincial government expenditure for
roads indicating an increase of 2.7
(1) The years refer to fiscal years. Thus 1961 refers

to the period April 1, 1961 to March 31, 1962.
(2) A complete description of the index is contained

in the reference paper Price Indexes of Highway
nstruction in Canada, DBS Catalogue No. 62-52(

in the September 1968 issue of Prices and
Frice Indexes, DBS publication No. 62-002
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INDICES DES PRIX DE LA CONSTRUCTION ROUTIERE AU _CANADA

Indice synthétique pour sept p

rovinces (1961=100) (1)
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En 1972, les dépenses de construction du secteur public
et du secteur privé ont gugmenté de 9.0 par rapport A 1971
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In 1972 road construction accounted for 9.12 % En 1972, les dépenses de construction routidre sont
of total construction as compared to B.5 % in the pre- intervenues pour 9.12 7% des dépenses totales de construction
vious year. Provincial expenditures for roads rose comparativement & 8.5 7 1'année précédente. La part des
from 63 % to 65 7 of total road expenditure. dépenses de construction routidre des administrations provin-

ciales est passée de 63 7 2 65 7 des dépenses totales de cons-
truction routidre.

Bond yield averages (ten Provincials) rose frac- La moyenne du rendement des obligations garanties dans
tionally from 8.0 in 1971 to 8.1 in 1972. les dix provinces a légbrement augmenté, passant de 8.0 en
1971 2 8.1 en 1972.




