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WCRJD ?JHOLESALE PRICE MOVEMENTS 
THIRD AND FOURTH QUARTERS OF 1939 

The slight upward trend in world wholesale prices, noted during the first half 
of 1939, continued at a. greatly accelerated rate throughout the third and fourth quarters 
of the year. In most instances the major part of this advance occurred subsequent to the 
outbreak of European hostilities In September. 

Percentage changes in national indexes during 1939 showed considerable variation. 
In Germany the wholesale index moved vithIn exceptionally narrow limits due to continu-
ation of the strict price control which has been exercised during the pasil few years. 
Australia alone, among countries for which indexes were available, showed a decline In 
1939, and that was of minor proportions. All June-December index comparisons showed net 
advances 

In the United Kingdom wholesale prices showed a rise of 23.0 p.c. during the 
year as indicated by the Board of Trade index which closed at 120.9 compared with 983 
a year earlier, After the outbreak of war this Index rose 23,2 P.C. United Kingdom 
price advances occurred large)y for imported goods whose price rise was heightened by the 
5 to 14 p.c. depreciation for sterlIflg in the final quarter in terms of leading foreign 
currencies. During this same period increased fre5ght and insurance costs gave added 
impetus to a rise in all imported goods in those countries wIthin the war area. Canadian 
wholesale prices pursued a narrowly lower course for the first eight months of 1939 but 
jumped 12,8 p.c. In the last four to close at 817. Th amounted to a net gain of 1l5 
p.c. on the year. Compared with most other leading industrial countries, the rise in 
United Statei wholesale prices over the past year was relatively small. The gt?neral 
wholesale index of the Bureau of Labor Statistics showed an advance of oniy 2.0 p.c. dur-
ing the year, though there was a 5.6 p.c. Increase between August and December. The 
rapid advance In wholesale prices in Onina, dating from the ccmmencement of Sin..-Japa.ese 
hostilities In July, 1937, continued through 1939, At the clse of the year a Chinese 
index (for Shanghai) showed a net rise of 123.3 pc, when compared with the final 1938 
figure; 40.3 p.c. of this increase comIng between August and December. This was by far 
the largest advance for any country. Among wholesale price indexes for other countries, 
sharp rises were noted for Indta (Calcutta), up 4 	p.c. during 1939 and 37.0 since 
August; Belgium, 30.6 p.c.. for the year, and 33.5 p.c. since August; and Denmark 30.0 p.c. 
for the year, and 28.8 p.c. since August. 

COST OF LIVING MOVThTS 
THIRD AND F(XTRTH QUARTERS OF 1939 

Although cost of living indexes showed considerable increases in certain coun-
tries during 1939, especIally in the last four months of the year, there waq the usual 
lag when compared with major advances in wholesale prices levels. For a list of countries 
publishing cost of living series, net advances were recorded for all but one between 
December 1938 and December 1939, Food prices for almost all of these countries showed 
gains exceeding those of other family budget groups by a considerable mart t. 

In the United States the Naticnal Industrial Conference Board index on the 
base 1923=100, declined 0.: p.c. during 1939 to 85.3 in December. Decreases in rent, 
clothing and m.lscelJaneous sub-group indexes more than outweighed a narrow rise in food 
prices. In the United Kingdom a cost of living index published by the Ministry ofLabour 
moved up 10.9 p.o. In 1939 and 11,6 p.c. after August. Foods closed the year 12.9 p.c. 
above December 1938 levels, while a rise of 14,6 p-c. was recorded after August. A 
quarterly index for Eire advanced 9.2 p.c. between NovenTher 1938 and 1939 while an August-
November comr1son showed an advance of 12.7 p.c. Led by a 4.1 p.c. increase in food 
prices there was a 23 p.c, Increase in the Canadii cost of living Index between December 
1938 and 1935 The August-Dec n 	'i'on showed a 2.8 p.c. rise in the composite 
figure which brought the index to 85.3 in Decembor, 
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Paralleling the huge increase in wholesale prices, the Chinese (Shanghai) 
ct of living index rose 103.0 p.c. in 1939, 45.5 P.C. of this amount being added 
after August. In the seine interval the food group index for this series rose 136.7 p.c. 

, Recording the second largest increase noted, the Japanese index (ToUo series) advanced 
13.2 p.c. in 1939, while foods moved up 17.4 p.c. 

In Australia the rise in the cost of living series exceeded that for whole-
sale prices. The Australian cost of living index for six state capitals advaneed 2.3 p.c. 
during the year as compared with a small decline in the wholesale index over a similar 
period. Between August and December there was an advance of 1.1 p.c. in the Australian 
retail index. In Germany, continued strict control over retail prices held group 
indexes exceptionally steady throughout the year, the cost of living index closing 
only 0.9 p.s. higher at 126.4. 

Percentage Changes in Wholesale Price Index Numbers, 1939. 

Percentage Change Between 

Country  

tJnited Kingdom . . . . . ...... . . 

tited States ............. 

Canada .......•.•• ........ 

December 1938 	August 1939 
and 	and 

December 1939 	December 1939 

+23.0 	 +23.2 

+2.9 	 +5.6 

+11.5 	 +12.8 

Belgium ........... ... .......... ......... 

Switzerland ........... ................. 0. 

Germany . ....... .... ................ ..... 

India . . . . .......... . . . . ..... . ........... 

Japan •.•.•.•••••• ............ ......... 

	

+30.6 	 +33,5 

	

+17,9 	+16.5 

	

+1.2 	 +0.5 

	

+44.2 	+37.0 

	

+17.4 	+10.0 

Percentage Changes in Cost of Living Index Numbers, 1939. 

Percentage Change Between 

December 1938 August 1939 
and and 

December 1939 December 1939 

+10.9 +11.6 

-0.6 +0.9 

+2.0 +2.8 

+ 2.4 	+ 6.5 

+3.6 	 +3,6 

+0.9 	-0.7 

+ 8.7 	 + 7.6 

+13.2 	 + 7.6 

Country 

United Kingdom . . . . . . ............... . 

United States .......•..s•..•s••. ....... 

Canada .. ... ....... . . . ........ . . . . . . . . 

Belgium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 

Switzerland •...o ......•. .............. so 

Germany . . . ......... . . ................. . 

India ............ ............. .......... 

Japan ................... 



INDEX NUMBERS OF 
	 c.tdItrA AlMn (T4P ( 

CONTINENT 

COUNTRY CA NA 

Dominion Bureau of Statistics 

NORTH AMERICJ 	
UN_ED STATES 	MEXIC_Q 

-- - 	
- 	Bureau of 

Con- Pro- Raw andFully and Industrial 	Irving Fishezi Labor 	annaiisi 

AWTHORITY 	General Index 	sumers' ducers' Partly 	Chiefly Material Priced Statis- 

Goods ________-.  Goods Mfd. Goods MId. Goods Composite IndeA tics  

567(c) 2(d) 402(d) 245(d) 322(d) 30 	1 200 784(b) 	94 Series 32 
tJyJUUt.J,Vo 

Base Period 1926 	1913 
_______________ 

1926 1926 1926 
- 

1926 1926 1926 1926 1926 1929 

1913 64.0 100.0 61.9 67.4 63.8 64.8 - 	69.8 69.8 - - - 
1914 65.5 102.3 62.7 6917 66.5 65.5 - 	68.1 68.1 - - 
120 155.9 243.5 1404 163.1 155.7 156.8 - 	154.4 154.4 (e) - 
1925 102.6 160.3 97.2 104.9 100.8 103.8 - 	105.2 103.5 - - 
1926 100.0 156.2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 10000 	100.0 (b)100.0 100.0 - 
1927 97.7 152.6 95.7 98.5 99.9 96.5 96.5 	9492 95.4 96.3 - 
1928 9694 150.6 95.6 96.7 97.4 95.0 92.9 	9709 96.1 99.2 - 
1929 95.6 149.3 94.7 96.3 97.5 93.0 9108 	96.3 95.3 96.9 100.0 

1930 8696 135.3 89.3 82.8 8292 87.3 76.2 	86.3 86.4 84.9 103.4 

1931 72.1 112.6 76.5 67.8 61.9 74.9 59.6 	71.4 73.0 69.3 89.7 

1932 66.7 104.2 71.3 6391 55.0 69.8 51.3 	61.6 6408 60.6 84.3 

1933 67.1 104.8 71.1 63.1 56.6 70.2 54.1 	64.6 66.0 63.1 89.8 	' 
1934 71.6 11168 74.1 67.8 63.5 73.4 60.0 	76.6 75.0 75.5 94.7 

1935 72.1 112.6 73.6 69.5 66.0 72.8 6294 	83.0 80.0 83.8 9495 	• 
1936 74.6 116.5 7497 72.4 70.8 73.6 67.3 	83.7 80.8 84.1 100.4 

1937 8496 132.1 7995 86.1 84.3 80.5 80.3 	9007 86.3 92.4 11901 

1938 78.6 122.8 77.2 75.8 72.9 7892 66.3 	81.2 78.6 81.0 126.3 

1939 

January 73.2 114.3 74.4 68.1 64.8 73.5 640 	79.8 7699 79.2 125.3 

February 73.2 114.3 74.4 68.2 64.9 73.6 64.3 	7908 76.9 7961 124.6 

March 73.2 114.3 74.1 68.1 65.1 73.2 64.7 	8000 76.7 78.9 123.7 

April 73.4 114.7 74.1 68.3 65.5 73.3 64.6 	80.0 7692 77.8 125.0 

May 73.7 115.1 73.9 69.0 66.5 73.2 65.2 	7908 76.2 7705 126.1 

June 73.3 114,5 73.7 68.1 65.0 73.1 65.3 	79.0 75.6 76.7 126.6 

July 72.6 113.4 73.4 6607 63.1 73.0 64.9 	78.7 7594 76.7 127.6 

August 72.4 113.1 72.8 66.7 62.8 72.8 65.3 	78.2 75.0 75.6 129.1 

September 7892 122.1 77.2 74.1 70.7 77.5 74.6 	82.4 7961 81.3 130.8 

October 79.3 123.9 79.4 74.0 71.2 7898 76.4 	83.5 7994 8105 

November 80.3 125.4 81.2 75.2 71.9 80.2 77.0 	84.1 79.2 81.6 

December 81.7 1 	126.7 1 	81.3 77*91 74.2 81.1 78.0 	1- 	85.6 - 	79.2 

t No. of commodities changed from 550 to 784 since January 1926. (c) No. of comniodities changed in 1926 from 236 to 502 and in January, 1934 to 
567. (d) No. of coimodities changed from 204,351,232,276 to 236,402,245 and 322 in Jannar141934. (e) New series on 1926 base. 



INDLi 	 C •iJLiS 	I. CADI •D 0TL C,T?: 

CCNTMENT SOUTH AMERICA EURO  
FRANGE GEFULkN 

CCUNrR? APGENTflA. CHILE PERU UNI7ED KiNGDOM 
- 

____ ____ 
Satistque Fedea1 Stati.s- Statistique. 

- 

PUTrO? 
Barco de Official Official 

Board of ronot -_3tist Lns Gn-a1eAn6.a1e ica10ff-c 
1Na 

No 	0f 108 58 200 58 45 60 45 125 430 
tomrnoditios 

iä I6 1913 113 TTT" 
1913 	1 	75.5 100.0 - 	 100 -• - 102 100 100.0 

104 - - 
1000 - 100 July - 99 July 

1914 - 
- 

239 (f)307.3 - 295.3 - 520 - 1367 July 
1920 
1925 110.-9 

- 

- 202 159.1 112.0 159.5 I 	161 561 - (a) 141.8 

1926 100.0 - 203 148.1 104.0 148.0 148 718 695 134.4 

1927 98.1 - 203 141.6 100.0 144.0 142 630 642 13796 
140.0 

1928 98.5 192.5 192 140.3 1 	98.1 141.2 141 634 645 
627 137.2 

1929 96.4 192.8 186 136.5 92.4 135.3 I 	134 623 
543 554 124.6 

1930 92.2 166.9 178 (e)100.0 77.6 114,1 115 
462 502 110.9 

1931 89.0 152.2 175 87.8 64.9 96.5 98 
96 407 427 96.5 

1932 89.5 230.4 170 85.6 62.6 
63.1 

94.0 
93.7 96 388 398 93.3 

1933 85.6 346.0 180 
188 

85.7 
88.1 65.6 96.4 100 366 376 98.4 

1934 98.4 
97.0 

343.6 
343.3 189 89.0 686 98.9 104 347 338 101.8 

1935 
1936 99.2 379.6 192 94.4 72.8 10305 110 405 411 104.1 

137 112.6 454.6 205 	I 108.8 82.5 120.6 128 563 581 105.9 

1938 105.5 432.1 205 101.5 72O 107,5 117 640 653 
(b) 

105.7 

(c) (b) (b) (b) 
1939 
January 103.1 404.5 208 97.2 68.7 104.4 112 676 689 106.5 

106.5 
February 102.4 402.1 206 	j 96.8 68.9 104.2 110 677 

681 
685 
683 106.6 

March 103.2 403.4 j 	206 96.6 69.4 104.7 111 
111 682 675 106.4 

April 102.7 409.1 206 97.2 70.2 106.5 
112 693 684 106.5 

May 102.7 413.9 208 97.8 70.5 106.6 
113 685 683 106.8 

Jime 103.4 4160 214 98.1 69.8 106.6 
104.4 112 677 678 107.0 

July 103.0 418.2 213 98.1 69.3 
106.4 672 674 107.1 

August 102.8 414.0 216 98.1 70.3 - 

106.9 
September 113.5 423.3 220 105.6 76.8 117.3 - 

- 

10701 
October 118.7 446.3 220 110.9 83.3 124.5 - 

- 

- 107.4 
November - - 

- 117.2 86.9 132.0 - - 

107.6 
December - - - - 

120.9 - 91.7 141.3 - - 
- 

(a) Since 1924, new series. (b) End of month. (c) Fifteenth of month. (e) Since January, 1935, new series, 1930100. 

(t) 1920-29, base 1913=100. 



INDEX NUEB.RS C' WHOLESATZ PRICES IN CANADA AND OTHER_COUNTRIES  
U R 0 P E 	 * ---- -----.- ---- 	 _____-- 	 __ 	 __ 

OOtJ 'PY 	 SJITZE.dLND 	BMGTUM 	NETHERL!NDS 	SWEDEN 	DFNMIRk 	ALBANIA 	?ORTUGL I Coerce - --.-.-..-- 1 	I
Banco 

AUTHORITY 	Labour 	Industry and 	Bureau of 	Okonomisk 	Official 	Depart- 	Official 	Official 	de 

	

Department 	Labour 	Statistics j 	Revue 	merit  	Portugi 
No. of 	70 	124 	- 	100 	95 	160 	- 	23 	- QQ].jes  
Base 	iii1y 	- 

Period 	1914 - 1914 1 	- 

1926-30 June 30/14 1913 1913 - 

Dec. 31/13  
1935 1927 1927 

1913 - - - 	 100 100 100 
- 

- 	 - 	 - 

1914 100.0 July 100 April - 	 115 - - - 	 - 	 - 

1920 - - - 	 382 - 359 - 	 - 	 - 

1925 160.5 558 - 	 I 	251 253 161 - 	 - 	 - 

1926 144.5 744 - 	 196 198 149 - 	 - 	 - 

1927 1422 847 - 	 160 167 146 - 	 100 	100.0 
1928 144.6 843 (b) 	155 157(e) 148 - 	 104 	(c)10402 
1929 141.2 851 99.7 	148 149 140 - 	 100 	(c)103.9 
1930 126.5 744 89.6 	138 137 122 - 	 88 	Cc) 98.4 
1931 10.7 626 76.3 	123 122 111 - 	 90 	(c) 88.5 
1932 9&.0 532 64.6 	125 122 109 - 	 74 	8936 
1933 91.0 501 629 	124 122 107 - 	 57 	86.8 
1934 8938 73 63.0 	126 14 114 - 	51 	938 
1935 89.8 537 61.5 	132 127 116 100 	56 	86.1 
1936 95.6 605 63.8 	138 134 120 105 	63 	896 
1937 111.2 684 762 	161 156 137 119 	65 	105.5 
1938 107.1 630 71.9 	161 153 130 112 	64 	102.6 
1939 (a) (f) (d) (h) 	(a) 	(d) 
January 105.7 604 70.2 	149 148 127 110 	63 	99.0 
February 103.2 599 69.9 	149 148 127 110 	62 	100.0 
March 105.3 500 69.8 	149 148 127 109 	62 	99.9 
April 105.9 602 69.8 	149 149 128 109 	65 	101.5 
May 107.0 599 70.0 	150 149 129 111 	66 	100.6 
June 106.4 597 6909 	150 148 130 110 	65 	99.5 
July 106.5 594 703 	151 149 131 111 	67 	99.2 
August 107.4 594 170.5 	151 150 133 111 	72 	- 
September 116.8 75.4 	163 153 143 127 	69 
October 120.1 735 80.8 	174 168 150 132 	73 	- 
November 122.6 762 83.6 	184 177 153 138 	78 	- 

December 125.1 

month. (b) New series 

793 

beginning January 

847 	189 

1939. (c) Ju'ie (a) Fifteenth 
- - 143  

(a) End of of month. (e) New series beginning 1928. (r) Second half ofonth. 
(h) New series begiiming January 1938. 



INDEX NU1BERS OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND OTHER COUNTRIES  
01'TINENT_t 	-  	EUROPE  

COUNTRY 	ITALY 	POLAND 	FINLAND 	LITHUANIA 	L1VGOSLAVIA GREECE ESTONIA BULGARIA HUNGARY jczEcHosLovAK: 
I General 

AUTHORITY 	Bachi Offi- Coninerce Official 	Official JOfficial National Official Official Official Official 	Bureau of 

	

cial Reports   	Bank    	Statistics 
Cffic ial 

No. of 
L,ninod1t lee 138 293 238 139 88 61 55 60 44 72 548 126 52 

Base 1913 1928 1935 1913 1913 1926 1913 1914 1929 July, 1914 
1913- 

Period 1914  
1913 100 - - - 100 100.0 -  - 100 - - - - 

1914 - - - - 109 - - - - 100 - 100 July - 

1920 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

1925 596 - - - 145 - - - 124 - - - - 

1926 603 - - - 134 - 10000 - 114 2 0 947 - - - 

1927 495 (a) - - 134 - 103.4 - 114 3 3,017 - (g) 1262 
1928 462 100.0 100.0 - 134 128.6 10692 - 121 3,237 - 979 1296 
1929 445 95.4 96.3 - 129 119.9 100.6 1,811 117 3,447 100.0 924 1316 
1930 383 85.4 85.5 - 108 101.9 86.6 1,646 102 2,788 86.7 801 1000 
1931 328 74.5 74.6 - 94 84.8 72.9 1,471 91 2,332 82.4 738 859 
1932 304 69.6 65.5 - 76 85.1 65.2 1 9 766 83 2 1,071 81.6 682 738 
1933 280 63.4 59.0 - 68 83.7 64.4 1,997 85 1,821 71.1 658 648 
1934 273 62.0 55.7 - 61 83.0 63.2 1,969 85 1,873 71.3 675 672 
1935 318 682 53.0 100 53 86.0 65.9 2,003 84 1,919 77.5 705 735 
1936 363 76.4 54.0 103 55 91.0 68.4 2 9 038 91 1,991 79.9 706 817 
1937 437 89.1 59.4 122 64 113.0 74.7 2,281 101 2 9 221 86.3 750 849 
1938 469 95.7 56.0 114 64 113.0 78.3 2,227 100 2,151 8608 742 805 
1939 (a) (a) (f) 	(h) (h) 
January 473.4 97.1 54.9 113 65.4 114 77.5 2 1 180 102 2 3,217 8501 772 836 
February 474.7 97.2 55.0 113 65.3 115 7696 2 9 170 102 2,171 85.2 782 835 
March 475.3 97.6 55.1 113 65.3 116 76.9 2 9 168 101 2,144 86.0 772 839 
April 476.0 97.9 55.6 113 6591 116 77.1 2 9 173 100 2 9 178 86.2 781 843 
May 479.0 96.7 55.6 114 65.1 114 77.3 2,176 100 2 9 172 8595 794 840 
June 480.5 98.1 56.3 115 64.5 114 77.7 2,155 100 2,147 84.9 795 825 
July 479.7 962 55.9 116 64.6 115 77.6 2 1,132 100 2,119 85.3 811 892 
August 483.0 - - 117 63.6 118 76.8 2,156 100 - 86.3 810 805 
September - - - - 65.1 119 7696 2,226 102 - 86.5 - 797 
October - - - - - 121 8001 2,245 104 - 87.5 - 778 
November - - I - 123 8608 108 - - - 

(a) End of month. (b) First of month. (e) New  seriess June 1928100.(fverage of lest week of month. (g) Former index now given in paper 
currency. (h) New series beginning January 1938, on 1914 base. 



OCEANIA 	AFRiCA 
COMJ.0NIEALTH 	NEW 	SOUTH 	EGYPT 

Commonwealthf Government 	Census and 	Department 
Statistician 	Statist ician IStatistics 	of Statistics 

Office 	Cairo 

180 	I 	188 	23 

CHINA 

Ntiona1 
Tariff 
Commission 
Shanghai 

154 

JAPAN 

-I----- 
Bank 
pf 

- Japan  

56 

CF ..H' 	I1''JA 	CTFR OCUN?RT2. 
TINENT j 	 _A S IA 

COUNTRY 	INDIA 	 INDO- 
_____ 	EAST INDIES 	CHINA____ 

Department 	LAbour 	Statistique 
Authority 	of Statistics Office 	Official 	generalo 

Calcutta 	Bomb,L -- 	 Saon 
No. of 	72 	43 	92 	37 Commodities 
Base 
Period  

July, July, 1913 	-- 1913 1926 1913 July,1928- 
 Jun, 	2 

1C3 
___________  

1913 	- - - 100 100 - 100.0 - 
___________ e 	100.0 

1914 100(a) 100(a) 98(a) - - 95.5 - 748 	96.9 
1920 201 216 279 - - 259.4 - - 	 223.3 
1925 159 163 166 132 99.3 201.6 - - 	 127.6 
1926 148 149 159 131 100.0 178.8 - - 	 123.3 
1927 148 147 154 142 104.4 169.8 - - 	 124.0 
1928 145 146 149 144 101.7 170.8 - 994 	120.7 
1929 141 145 148 150 104.5 166.1 100.4 988 	115.1 1930 116 126 134 150 114.8 136.8 89.8 963 	102.6 1931 95 109 105 128 126.7 1156 85.7 902 	9905 132 91 10 86 117 1124(d) 1217 81.5 878 	91.5 1933 87 98 71 106 1038 135.6 81.1 904 	i 	93.1 1934 89 95 67 96 97.1 134.2 81.4 909 	101.7 1935 91 99 65 94 964 140.2 84.0 937 	94.8 1936 91 96 67 99 1085 149.2 89.2 946 	98.6 1937 102 106 89 132 1291 180.0 91.1 1021 	101.0 1938 93 101 83 153 153..6 1899 - 1036 	104.4 1939 I 	(b) (c) (c) January 96 100 80 152 169.4 105.7 90.3 1047 	1018 February 98 99 El 154 1729 199.8 91.2 1049 	- March 97 99 51 154 179.8 200.1 94.7 1050 	- April 100 100 31 158 1810 201.1 93.2 1056 	10001 May 101 101 160 184.0 203.6 89.3 1057 	- 

101 101 81 153 199.3 2036 89.3 1058 	- July 100 100 91 157 204.3 204.3 88..8 1065 	99.8 August 100 103 81 154 264;O 205.7 883 1084 	- :tember 114 120 85 15 18.O 217.5 90.3 1077 	- October 118 - 90 168 232.3 22104 92.7 1090 	104.2 November 131 - 
- 178 

- 226.3 - 
- 	 106.0 Dccember - - - 

(a) July. (b) End of Month. (c) Fifteenth of month. (d) Average of ten months on1y, (e) New series beginning January, 1939. 

Jan. 1, 1913- 
July 31. 1914 

316 
152 
132 
12 
120 
116 
104 
97 
84 
71 
87 
95 
85 
88 
91 

90 
90 
90 
89 
85 
84 
83 
83 
88 
90 
90 
98 



O'fINENT 
3UNTRYII CANADA 

INPi'X NUMBERS OF LIVING CC3TS ANE RETAIL 

UNITED 
 NORTH AMERS.CA  

F'OCD PI10ES IN CANADA AND OTHEP CO::TLS 

KINGDOM EIRE UNIThD STATES 
National 

Dominion Bureauof Statistics Bureau of Industrial _Ministry of Labour 105 Towns & Localities 300 Towns 	Paris Pars 
Labor 5tatis- Conference Foods i 	Foods Cost of 

Nature Foods Cost of tics, Foods Board, Cost Foods Cost of Foods Cost of t Living 
of Index Living __ -. of Livi Living Living 

Periodi 19 - 	 1926 ( c) 1923 1a 	Li) 192 Lj_ Juy 	1914 - 	 July, 1914 .19 ____  
1913 66.2 65.4 - - - - - - j(i) g) - 

1914 68.9 66.0 66.1 July 61.3 July 100 July 100 July 100 Julyt 	100 July 	i 100 July 	100 July 100 July 
1920 141.1 124.2 136.2 118.2 256 249 - - 386 i371 342 
1925 94.7 99.3 107.2 103.7 171 176 193 190 450 1425 400 
1926 100.0 100.0 110.6 104.3 164 172 179 185 571 554 505 
1927 98.1 98.4 107.0 102.0 160 168 170 175 559 556 514 
1928 98.6 98.9 105.6 100.6 157 166 169 174 537 549 519 
1929 101.0 99.9 106.9 100.1 154 164 169 176 609 102.2(h) 556 
1930 98.6 99.2 101.7 96.7 145 158 160 171 609 100.0 581 
1931 77.3 89.6 83.7 87.2 131 147 147 161 605 98.8 569 
1932 64.3 81.4 69.7 77.9 126 144 141 157 535 87.6 526 
1933 63.7 77.7 67.8 74.9 120 140 131 151 501 83.9 520 
1934 69.4 787 75.3 79.4 122 141 135 152 474 78.0 516 
1935 70.4 79.1 821 82.6 125 143 140 155 417 69.1 483 
1936 73.4 80.8 83.9 808 130 147 147 160 452 76.1 507 
1937 77.3 83.1 86.9 88.5 139 154 156 170 571 95.0 619 
1938 78.0 84.1 80.7 86.4 141 156 159 173 657 108.3 698 
1939 (e) (e) (f) (f) (e) (e) (f) (f) (f) (d) 
January 75.2 830 79.2 85.4 138 155 - - - 117.8 - 

February 74.5 83.1 78.4 85.1 138 155 160 174 710 115.7 722 
}.rch 74.5 83.1 78.0 84.9 135 153 - - - 117.0 - 

April 74.5 83.1 78.2 860 135 153 - - - 116.3 - 

May 74.6 83.1 78.1 84.8 134 153 157 172 697 115.6 - 

June 74.3 82.9 779 840 134 153 - - - 1102 - 

July 75.1 83.1 78.1 84.9 139 156 - - - 1150 - 

August 74.9 83.0 76.7 84.5 137 155 158 173 - - 

September 74.2 82.9 80.7 85.9 138 155 - - - - - 

October 79.8 84.7 79.7 856 150 165 - 
- - - 

November 805 8.0 79.6 85.7 154 169 178 192 - - 

D9cember 79.3 I 	85.5 	1 78.5 85.3 157 	173 
Recalculated on 1226 

- 

base. 
- 	 I 	- 

(d) Average of quirter. 
- 	 - 

	

(e) First of Month. 	(f) Fif: 1923 on 1913 base 146) 
te:'ith of month.. 	(g) ?rior to 1929; 13 coirrnoaities, including alcohol and petroleum; corcesponding figures for 1929; Paris, 611; other towns 583. 
(h) Since 1929; 55 foodstuffs base 1930. 	(i) 300 towns of more than 10,000 inhabitants, excluding Paris, since 1929, 29 foodstuffs. (j) Revised figures. 



INDEX NUMBERS OF LIVING COSTS AND RETAIL FOOD PRICES IN CANADA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 
J cNTIHENTI 	 EURO P E 
COUNTRY L_GEFMANY BEUIUM _POLAND 	CZECHOSLOVAKIA 	GREECE 	HUNGARY 	 BULAR 
:,ature [ Cost of 	Foods Cost of , 	Foods! Cost of 	i I Cost of Cost of 'Foods 	post of 	 Cost of 

of Living 	72 Livin&  Living 	Foods I Living Foods Living 	44 	Living 	Foods 	Livin 
Index 72Towns _Towns Iarsaw 	Vlarsaw Prague Prague 44 Townsl TownsBudapest 	Budapest_12767 - 59 Localities 
F,ase July, July, 
Period 	_1913/1914,1L1914 1921 1921 1928 1 	1928 1914 1914 1914 1914 	1913 	1913 	1914 	

- 1913 	- 	- 	 - 	- (c) 	(f) (c) 	(f) (dJ dJ (m) - 	 100 iod - 

1914 	- 	 - 	 - 	- - - 100(g) 100(g) 100 100 	- - 100 
1920 	1065(g) 	1252(g) 	- 	- - - - - 	 - - 

1925 	(a) 139.8 	(a)147.8 	186 	137 - - 724 827 1,414 1,455 	. 	108 128 2,339 3 
1926 	141.2 	144.4 	165 	171 - - 716 800 1,633 1,673 	102 113 2,871 2 
1927 	147.6 	15109 	203 	208 - - 747 850 1,790 1,843 	111 125 2,814 2 
1928 	151.7 	152.3 	208 	207 100.0 100.0 748 842 1,868 1,929 	117 128 2,875 2 
1929 	154.0 	154.5 	220 	218 100.5 - 744 813 1,923 1 9 987 	117 124 2,941 2 
1930 	147.3 	142.9 	228 	209 92.1 83.7 746 782 1 9 682 1 9,719 	106 105 2,690 2 
1931 	135.9 	127.6 	205 1 	176 82.8 73.9 713 712 1,671(1) 1,576(1) 	101 96 2,349 1 
1932 	120.6 	112.3 	184 	150 74.8 64.9 700 677 1 9 773 1,697 	1 	98 91 2,160 1 
1933 	118.5 	109.9 	182 	150 67.5 58.0 693 657 1,904 1,857 	91 81 2,006 1 
1934 	121.7 	116.2 	175 	143 62.6 52.3 685 633 1 9 937 1,887 	89 77 1 9 873 1 
1935 	123.0 	120.4 	176 	146 60.0 49.9 704 637 1,957 1 9 921 	91 81 1 9 750 1 
1936 	124.5 	122.4 	186 	159 58.0 I 	4895 710 671 2,028 2,034 	96 87 1,677 1 
1937 	125.1 	122.3 	202 	176 62.0 5399 720 668 2,185 2,228 	103 94 1 9 708 1 
1938 	125.6 	122.1 	206 	180 60.9 52.1 752 689 2,173 2,176 	103 95 1,767 1 
1939 	 (k) 	(k) (b) (b) (e) (e) (b) (b) (h) 
January 	125.8 	122.0 	209 	184 60.6 51.8 798 719 2,173 2,170 	101 92 1,805 1 
February 	125.7 	121.9 	206 	179 60.6 51.7 798 720 2,161 2,159 	101 91 1,816 1 
!rch 	126.0 	122.5 	204 	175 60.7 51.9 795 715 2 9 158 2 1 156 	101 91 1,818 1 
April 	125.9 	122.2 	201 	171 6009 52.3 805 729 2 1 158 2 1 156 	101 92 1,814 1 
May 	126.1 	122.6 	199 	168 61.0 52.3 811 743 2 9 155 2 9 151 	101 92 1,818 1 
June 	126.5 	123.6 	200 	169 60.9 52.3 824 766 2 9 150 2,143 	102 93 1,817 1 
July 	127.3 	124.9 	201 	171 62.6 54.8 815 - 2,136 2 9 119 	101 92 1,819 1 
August 	127.3 	124.9 	200 	1691 - - - - 2,137 2 9 120 	102 94 1,801 1 
September! 	125.7 	121.7 	1 	200 	169. - - - - 2,163 2,145 	102 94 1 1 806 1 

October 	125.8 	121.7 	207 	177. - - - 2,197 2,197 	102 94 1,816 1 

November 	126.1 	122.2 	211 	182 - - - - - - 	 102 94 1,821 1 
December 	126.4 	122.8 	213 	184 - - - - - - 	 102 	, 94 - 

IA 

Foods 
Towns(n) - 

1914 

100 

,024 
,813 
,751 
,883 
,992 
' 439 
,913 
,765 
.,680 
,676 
,643 
,660 
	

CD 

.,761 
,898 
(h) 
.,968 
,,983 
,,979 
,962 
,970 
,960 
' 949 
,894 
.897 
., 911 
,925 

(a) Since 1924, new series in Reichsmark prices. (b) Last week of month. (c) New series. (d) Since date of stabi1iziou, gold index. 
(e) Middle of month. (g) July. (h) Monthly average. (k) Fifteenth of month. (1) Prior to 1931; old series 106 towns. (in) Prior to 1931; 
excluding clothing and rent, (n) Yearly figures 1921-1930; 65 towns, 1931-32, 67 towns; monthly figures, 12 towns. (r) Revised. 



a 	do 

INDEX NL:bE23 OF LIVII!G COT1 	.ND L:C uS CANADA AND OT1ISR  

E U R 0 P B  
JNITRY 	I 4 	DNMRK NF,TIRMNDS FINLAND ESTONIA 	 LATVIA 	LITHUANIA 

I~WIURE ICost of Foods Co5t of Foods 	1Cost of Cost of I Cost of Foods post of 	Cost of 	Cost of 	l Foods 
of 	I 

Index 	J31 

Living 
Towns 

31 
Towns 

Living 
49 Towns 

49 
Towns 

Living 	Foods 
4100 Localities 

Living 
IAmeta r dam. 

Foods 
Amsterdam 

Living 
21 Towns 

21 
Towns 

Living 	Foods 	Living 	: Foods 1Living 	84 
frraliinn 'rallinn 	Ria 	R ic7c 	84 Pnw 	Trwi 

Base 

Period 

July 

1914 

July, 

1914 

July, 

1914 

July, 

1914 
1193 5 
(k) 

.1935 

(k) 
[ 
1911-13 1911-13 1 	1935 1935 1 1913 1913 	1 

I 
1930 1930 	I 

:1913 

(b) 
1913 

(b) 
1913 

- (j) - - - - - - Jloo iloo - - 100 100 
1914 100(h) 100(h) 100(h) 100(h) - - - - - - - - 

- - - 

1920 300 319 270(h) 287(h) (k) • 	(k) - - - 1,058 -- - 

- 	 I 
- 

1925 243 256 176(h) 168(h) 136 168 179 176 1,212 1,147 107 :118 - 

- 

- 

- 

151 
- 

150 1 
1926 206 197 172(h) 156(h) 119 133 168(c) 161(c) 154(f) 145(1)4106 118 -  - 141  i 131 
1927 186 173 169(h) 148(h) 114 127 168 163 158 146 	ilO5 :112 - - 141 137 
1928 173(a) 168(a) I 173(h) 156(h) 113 125 169 166 161 150 	1112 1120 - - 137 1134 
1929 1 166 158 169(h) 148(h) 112 123 168 162 160 147 117 126 - - 134 132 
1930 161 152 164(h) 138(h) 106 113 161 150 147 127 104 .103 100 100 115 .105 
1931 153 139 158(h) 127(h) 100 100 151 136 135 113 100(g) 91(g) 91 89; 105 95 
1932 149 134 156(h) 124(h) 100 97 141 119 134 117 94 80 79 75 88 77 
1933 147 131 153(h) 120(h) 104 99 139 119 I 	131 117 88 77 76 74 75 65 
1934 148 132 155(h) 123(h) 107 106 140 124 128 114 87 76 72 691 70 61 
1935 151 138 156(h) 12(h) 111 1 	114 136 118 130 119 	i 88 77 73 70 61 50 
135 155 144 158(h) 134(h) 112 116 132 120 130 118 98 89 73 69 6 9, 54 
1937 166 158 162(h) 138(h) 116 119 137 1 127 105 107 104 96 79 75 70 1 	63 
1938 171 1164 166(h) 143(h) 107 108 139 130 108 108 101 87 79 73 63 
1939 (1)  Kj) (d) (d) (e) (e) 

1110 

(d) (d) 
January 169 	1161 167 145 107 108 

- I 	- 109 110 11]. 103 82 66 71 64 
February 170 162 - - - - - . 109 110 

iiii 
112 104 84 70 71 64 

March 170 162 - - - - 138.2 129.9 109 109 135 86 73 70 64 
April 171 163 168 145 107 108 - - 109 108 110 102 88 

771 
70 63 

May 171 164 - - - - - - 108 108 110 101 89 86 71 64 
June 172 165 - 1 147 - - - 136.0 124.3 108 108 110 102 	j 95 961 70 j 	63 
July 173 166 169 107 I 	- - - 109 108 112 105 96 96 70 63 
August 172 165 - - - - 136..5 124.4 109 110 110 102 92 90 69 61 
S.otember 173 167 - - 

-. 1.39.1 128.2 - 113 .112 103 9i 89 71 - 

October 176 171 171 	1 150 111 - - - - - 113 104 98 91 - - 

November 179 	:177 - 
- - - 

- - - - 114 .105 - - 

December 183 	- 179  

(a) Since 1928, new series. (c) Sirce March, 1926, new series. (d) End of month. (r ) Since date of 	index: 1922-26 indexes are 
n 1914 base. (g) Revised from May, 1931. (h) July. (1) Fifteenth of month. (j)  New method of calculation since 1932. (k) Previous to January, 1938, 
1931:100. (e) New index beginning 19371 1935=100. (b) Cost of Living is for family of 5 persona while food is for 1 adult. 



TINNT  
COUNTRY 	ITALY 
;ature 	Cost of 

INDEX U!BER3 OF LIVING O3TS AND RETAIL FOCD ¶TICES 
- 	EUROPE 

YIJGOSIA VIA 
	

PORTUGAL 
Cost of 
	

Cost of 
	

Cost of 

IN ANADA_ RçouflTR1ES
ASIA  AFRI 	-  

EGYPTSOUTH AFRICA 	PAISTINEfTURKEY 
Cost of 	Cost of 	Cost of 	Cost of 

of Living Foods ILiving 
134 

Foods Living Foods Living I Foods 	Living 
tairo
oods Living 	Foods 	Living Living Foods 

Enitre Index Towns 34 Towns -__Belgrade Belgrade Country Cairo 9 Towns 9 Tow,3 Towns Istanbul Istanbul 
Base . June, June Jan.191an.713 January June, June, 	June, June, 
Period 1 	1928 1928 1914 1914 1926 1926 1914 1914 Jul1914LJuly/14 1938 	1938 1922 1914 1914 

- - - - - - - -- - - 

1914 - - 100(f) 100(f) - - 1,000(f)1,000(f) - - 814: 	930 - 1,000 1,000 
1920 - - 224 242 - - - - 237 281(a) 1,458 il,660 - - - 

1925 - - 168 169 (k) (k) - - 1 	165 '158(a 1,079 11,117 i 	83.9 - - 

1926 - - 162 160 100.0 100.0 - - 160 L58(a 1,063 1 9 096 82.1 - - 

1927 (d) (d) 160 158 96.9 98.8 - - 153 ft47(a 1,069 1,102 77.0 - - 

1928 100 100 161 157 93.3 9701 - 3,030 152 144 1,069 1 9 088 71.9 - - 

1929 101 101.0 161 156 93.9 98.7 2,361 2,362 151 146 1,066 1,072 67.5 1,381 1,555 
1930 97.7 95.3 158 152 86.1 88.7 2,243 2,241 148 141 1,041 1,024 59.8 1,272 1,292 
1931 88.3 83.2 150 141 81.7 83.6 1,990 1 9 986 138 1123 1,002 	976 53.9 1,203 1 9 114 
1932 84.1 78.3 138 126 75.9 76.2 1,949 1,948 132 112 958 	891 5502 1 ) 172 1,030 
1933 80.5 73.8 131 117 74.6 72.4 1,948 125 101 932 	917 53.5 1,047 924 
1934 76.4 70.4 129 115 70.8 68.1 1,968 127 iiio 945 	964 53.8 1,031 912 
1935 77.5 72.8 128 114 69.8 685 1,982 130 

1113
15 940 	947 53.4 957 892 

1936 83.5 78.0 130 120 69.7 69.2 2,022 130 943 	942 56.4 960 926 
1937 91.7 86.1 137 130 73.2 72.9 2,102 129 111 965 	954 59.1 975 943 	' 
1938 99.1 93.0 137 130 81.3 82.2 2,037 131 a15 1,000 1000 57.6 972 922 
1939 (g) (g) (b) 
January 1004 94.8 137 129 83.5 83.9 1,910 130 1114  995 	982 58.0 974 927 
Fabruary 1001 942 136 129 83.5 841 1,904 130 1113 996 	987 56.7 981 947 
Yarch 99e8 939 136 128 83O 83.4 1,900 129 1113 1,003 1,005 563 980 954 
April 100.9 95.9 136 129 83.3 83.8 1,933 130 1113 1 0 006 1,016 5596 978 974  
May 102.8 959 137 130 83.4 84.1 1,905 128 1109 1 9 00511 9 014 55.2 979 977 
Juno 1038 97.2 137 :32 832 83.7 1,905 128 l09 i 3 OO11,003 53.7 973 956 
July 103.9 974 138 132 81.5 81.1 1,906 f 	128 1110  9961 	987 53.7 - - 

August 	I - - 137 131 81.7 	1 813 1,903 128 1110 993' 	977 53.4 -. - 

September - -. 138 133 82.0 81.5 1,921 131 i113 9931 	978 61.1 - - 

October - - 140 136 86.7 84.3 1,940 132 1112 982 - - - 

November - - 142 138 90.2 86.5 1,945 136 1114 1,0011 	989 - - - 

December _ - -- 142 138_ -  - - 

(g) Las
-
t 

137 _112, 	_ -- - - - 

(a) July. (b) Middle of monthlä) New series; June, 1928100. (r) June. week or end of month. (Ic) New Index on 1926 base. 



- 
ANDRETAIL FOODPRICESINCANADA AND OTh_COUNTRIES 	 __ 

OCEAN IA 	 SOUTH PME 
INDEX NUMBERS OF LIVLG Co 

JAP COUNTRY - 	INDIA 	j CHINA 
jature 	Cost cf 	Cost of 	Cost of 

of 	Living Foods 	Living I Foods 	Living 

Index 	Bombay Bombay Shanghai, Shanghai Tokio 

AUSTRALIA 	NEWZEA 
Cost of 	Foods andost of 
Living 	Groceries Living 
6 Capital 	Capital 25 Towns 
Cities 	Cities  

ND 	PERU 	CHILE 
Foods I Cost of 	Cost of 
25 	Living Foods 	Living Foods 
Towns 	Lima 	Lima 	Santiago Santiago 

Foods 
Tokio 

,oase July/23' July/33 July, july, July 19281 July 1928 1926- 1926- March March 

Period 	I june/24 june/34 	1926 1926 1914 1914 June1929 June1929 1930 1930 	l 
1 

1913 - 1913 1928 1928 

1 
_ - 100 100 - - 

1913 - - 	- - - 	•lOOJuly - - lOOJuly - - - - - 62.8 July 7093 104 107 - - 
1914 - - - - 01.9 116.5 210 208 - - 
1920 - - 	- - - - 

218 
- 

236 
- - - 00.4 103.0 200 179 - - 

1925 
1926 

- - - - - 	100.0 100.0 199 217 - - 	'LOl.O 102.6 201 182 - - 
1927 - - 	106.7 106.7 189 211 - - 	i - LOU.]. 

60.6 
98.3 194 

181 
177 
161 

- 
(108) 

- 
(116) 

1928 - - 	102.5 92.1 184 202 - 100.4 

1929 - - 	107.9 98.4 181 203 99.7 100.1 100.4 101.3 177 159 109 119 

1930 - - 	121.8 118.8 155 173 90.3 86.9 98.1 97.4 169 157 108 115 

1931 - - 	125.9 107.5 136 151 83.0 90.2 90.6 84.4 158 148 107 103 

1932 - 	119.1 101.3 137 158 79.4 75.3 83.8 77.5 151 143 114 115 

1933 
- - - 	107.2 86.9 146 161 79.4 7601 79.5 73.2 148 139 (d) 141 147 

1934 (e) (e) 	106.2 86.4 149 164 80.7 78.6 80.8 77.4 (c)150 148 142 149 

1935 100 103 	106.6 89.1 152 170 82.3 800 83.7 83.5 152 147 144 155 

1936 101 107 	113.3 100.7 159 184 84.6 83.4 86.4 87.0 160 157 157 171 

1937 106 114 	131.8 121.5 174 193 86.8 85.6 92.2 95.6 170 173 176 205 

1938 106 113 	150.5 137.4 200 210 95.1 99.1 172 169 184 214 

(b) (b) (a) (b) (b) (b) (b) 
1939 
January 105 112 	145.7 128.0 211 223 - 91.3 96.6 102.0 168 156 180 202 

February 104 110 	151.3 132.9 214 223 - 93.9 96.9 10108 168 157 176 193 

March 103 1 	109 	- - 213 220 90.1 93.0 96.6 101.0 168 157 179 200 

April 103 110 	- - 217 228 - 93.1 97.2 102.7 167 155 185 209 

May 103 110 	- - 221 235 - 91.1 983 10399 168 157 188 210 

June 104 112 	- - 221 232 8909 9008 9803 104.0 169 159 187 210 

July 105 114 	- - 221 232 - 912 98.7 105.1 171 161 187 208 

August 105 112 	- - 223 235 - 9100 9905 106.0 171 161 1 	186 206 

September 106 114 	- - 232 251 8909 91.4 99.5 106.0 172 162 188 210 

October - - 	- - 235 255 - 92.8 99.7 106.6 172 161 193 - 
November - - 	- - 236 256 - - 102.4 112.6 - - - - 
December J - _240 - 

Since 
263 - - - ¶101.7 

(d) Revised 
]i10.5 _____ ______  

(a) New index 
(a) Average 

- 
of quarter. 

- _ 
(b) Middle of month. (c) October, 1933, including heating. index, inclu.ng rait. 

series beginning January, 1935. 
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