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WORLD VIiOLE3ALE PRI CE LiOVEiNTS 
FIRST HALF OF 1943 

The first half of 1943 showed a continuance of the rise in world Wholesale price 
indexes, with increases generally somewhat larger than those recorded for the second half 
of 1942. 

In Canada and the United States wholesale prices reached levels 2.6 pc. and 
2,8 p.oe higher, respectively, than in December 1942. The Canadian June 1943 index of 
99,5 (1926-100) was almost 4 p.c. above that of Juno 1942, while the United States Bureau 
of Labor index of 103.8, on the same bac, showed a 5 p.ce advance over June a year ago. 

The Mexican series, notable hitherto for a relatively small wartime increase, 
reflected in this period the recent flow of capital into the country and the heavy pur-
chases of war materials by the United States, With a December - June rise of 19 p.c., 
it has increased 25 p.c. since June 1942, Between December and May, prices in Argentir 
moved 5 p.c *  higher, as compared with a 7 p.c *  rise for the past eleven months. 

A twelve-months advance of 2 p.c, indicated by the Board of Trade June wholesale 
index for the United Kingdom was evenly divided between tho second half of 1942 and the 
first half of 1943. The Switzerland series rose 1.4 p.ce in the first four months of this year, and 4 p.c ,  between Juno 1942 and April 1943, 

May indexes for Australia and New Zealand were 1 p.c. and 3 p.c., respectively, 
above December 1942 levels, These increases were a little larger than those recorded in 
the preceding half year. South Africa, on the other hand, ahowed a May-December incroase 
of 1 p.o., in contrast to 7 p.c, in the last six months of 1942. 

The June index of wholesale prices in Calcutta, India recorded advances of 30 
p.c. and 70 p.c. since December and June of 1942. 

Wholesale increases for the period since August 1939 wore: India 210 p.c., 
Switz.orland 103 p.o., Argentina 96 p.c., United Kingdom 66 p.c., Union of South Africa 
50 p.o., Mexico 44 p.c., Australia 41 p.c. 1  United States 38 p.c., Canada 38 p.c. 

WORLD COSTOF..LIVING MOVEINTS 
FIRST HALF OF 1943 

The first six months of 1943 showed a divergence in cost-of-living trends. In 
general, the easing of wholesale increases noted in the second half of 1942 was followed 
in this period by smaller gains in living costs, and, in the cases of Canada, Iceland and 
the United Kingdom, by actual declines from the December 1942 levels, 

The June COSt-of-living index for Canada was 0.3 p.c* bolow that of December 
1942, when consumer subsidies on milk, butter, tea, coffee and oranges were established, 
The United States Bureau of 1ibor index recorded in June a 3.7 p.c, advance during the 
same period. Net  gains shown by these series in the last twelve months were 1. 1*  p.c. for Canada and 7 p.o e  for the United States. 

Tho Ministry of Labour June index for the United Kingdom was 1 p.ce below the 
December 1942 index of 200 (July 1914.100); this level has been maintained since 

Mar 1941 with only minor fluctuations. The Swiss index for April 1943 showed increases of 1* p.o. 
and S p.c. over December and June of 1942, 

The cost of living in Iceland, after a steep advance of almost 50 p.c e  in the last half of 1942, dropped in 1943 to a June level 10 p.c e  bo1w the December 1942 peak. 

In Mexico, a cost-of-living increase of 24 p.c, was registered betweon the end 
of 1942 and May 1943, as against a 31 p.c, increase since Juno 1942, 

A new wartjmo Index for New Zealand, issued quarterly on the base December 1942. 
100, while showing a gain of 1 p.c. between December and March, 1943, dropped back to the 
December level In the June quarter. 
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The following increases 
1Li396 	Iceland 139 

in living costs Were noted foi the period since August, 
p.c., Mexico 59 

Suth Africa 26 p.c,, Australia 23 
p.c., United Kingdom 28 p.c., United States 27 p.o., 
p.o., Canada 18 p.c. 

CHANGES IN WHQLESL.J2 PRICE INDEX NUMBERS 

'First Half of 1943 

Country Percentage Change Between -- 

Decevber, 1942 Juno, 1942 August, 1939 
- 	-- 	and latest month available in 1943 	-- 

Argentina + 	4.7 + 	7.0 + 	96.0 
Australia + 	1.0 + 	2.0 + 	41,4 
Canada + 	2.6 + 	309 + 	37.6 
India +30,3 + 	70.3 + 210.0 
toxico 	•••s•s••s  +19,4 + 	25.0 + 	43,7 
Now Zealand 	.............,.,.,., + 	300 + 	5.6 + 	40.4 
Switzor].and 	....,.,••,,,•••••,•• + 	1,4 + 	4.0 +102.9 
Uujon of South Africa 	•.,,,,,,,, + 	1.1 + 	8.2 + 	50,3 
United Kingdom 	......,.....,,,,, + 	1.1 + 	2.2 + 	66.3 
United States + 	2,8 + 	5.3 + 	38,4 

CHANGES IN COST-OF..LIVING INDEX NUMBERS 

First Half of 1943 

Pereentage Change Between -- 
Country December, 1942 June, 1942 August, 1939 

-- 	and latest month available in 1943 	-- 
Australia + 	0.1 + 	3.9 + 	22 0 5 
Canada 0.3 + 	105 + 	1796 
Iceland - 	9.6 + 	34,4 +138,8 
Moxico + 24.4 + 	31.4 + 	5808 
Switzerland 	..................... + 	1.5 + 	5.2 + 	48.2 
Union of South Africa + 	3,8 + 	508 + 	25,7 
United Kingdom 	.........,.,...,., - 	140 - 	005 + 	27.7 
Ujtcd States + 	3,7 + 	7.2 + 	26.6 
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2,376 
206 
	

2,962 
200 
	

3,000 
200 
	

3037 
209 
210 
210 

(i'y ii1r. (c) ow soriose 
 Last wook of ron -th. 

993 1 	977  I 105 	I 112 
103 223 230 193 1 9 102 1 9 220 160 
105 240 1 9 177 1,204 163 
213 256 257 217 1,104 1,209 170 
250 342 259 231 1,193 1,230 
250 355 271 2p 1 9 202 1 9 251 
272 374 276 220 1202 1,250 
263 	, 352 205 240 1,211 1,267 
262 349 1,220 1 1287 
262 349 1 9 225 11,200 
251 340 1 9 232 1002 
249 313 1,240 1 3,339 

Scurco: Eccncnjc Research Institute of the Jowii 	goncy for 

103 J 104 	I 	123 

200 
107 
109 

ostino. 



INDEX NUMBERS OFLIVINO COSTS 	ND REThIL FOOD PRICES IN CiJUD! 	ND OTi-ER COUNTRIES CONTINENT 	 OJJIA  	
- 	 SOUTh 	MERICA 	 - - COUNTRY  	JPN 	;usTR 1 L 	NE1 	EiJJND 	PERU 	aIIE 	- 	C0LM3IA 	- Naturo 	Cost of 	 Cost of 	Cst of 	Foods 	nd 	Cost of 	'Foods 	Cost of 	 Cost of 	Cost of of 	 Living 	Foods 	Living 	Foods 	Living 	Groceries 	Living 	25 	Living 	Foods 	Living 	Foods 	Living 	Foods Index 	Shanghai 	Shanghai 	Tokio 	Tckio 	6 0pita1 	6 Capital 	25 	fcwns 	Lima 	Lima 	Santiago Sontiago Bogota 	3ogota 

Citios 	Citios 	Towns  
Baso July, July, July,1923 

1,Junr., ,1 1)29 
July,102C 1026- 1926- March March Fobruar' Period 1026 1925 1914 1014 June,19 29 -i  1930 1030 1013 1913 1920 1028 1937 

Fobruory 
1037 1013 - - - - 

1920 - - - 

- - - 

- 100 100 - - - - 

1926 iC'O.O 10040 199 
- 

217 
- 

(f) 
- 

(f) 
10109 
101.0 

116.5 
102.6 

210 
201 

208 
182 

- 

- 

- - - 

1029 107.9 93.4 161 203 00.7 100.1 100.4 10103 177 159 109 
- 

119 
- - 

1032 110.1 101.3 137 158 79.4 75.3 03.0 77.5 151 143 114 115 
- - 

1933 107.2 8600 146 161 79.4 7691 70.5 7392 143 139 (d)1'a 147 
- - 

1034 10692 8504 149 154 80.7 73.6 30.8 77. (c)10 148 142 140 
- - 

1935 10(3.6 8901 152 170 02.3 30.7 03.7 03.5 152 147 144 155 
- 

- 

- 

- 1935 113.3 10097 159 104 34.6 03.4 3694 3700 160 157 157 171 - - 1937 131.0 121.5 174 193 36.0 35.6 92,2 95.6 170 173 176 205 100.6 09.6 1036 150.5 137.4 200 210 69.4 9000 95.1 09.1 172 159 104 214 113.4 112.4 1030 196.4 109.9 224 230 0103 9169 0900 105.2 170 159 187 210 113.3 119.7 1040 409.9 410.5 260 201 96.6 03.9 103.5 107.6 183 174 210 245 114.5 1139D 
1941 - - - 

- 102.3 96.3 107.3 110.4 198 197 242 201 113.0 110.1 1942 - - 
- 110.9 112.7 222 220 304 357 

(b) (b) (a) (b) 

1939 kugu$t 20195 1930 223 235 (e)o9.o 9100 90.5 10600 171 161 105 206 11598 116.7 
1942 July 

- 10491 11001 11105 223 221 302 357 121.8 120.9 ugust 
- 10500 111.3 113.1 224 221 313 331 124.3 124.0 Septcmboi 103.4 10 	0 4. 11204 114.0 225 224 319 305 123.4 122.1 October 
- 104.5 112.9 116.3 225 223 330 115 127.8 12'.7 November 
- 14,4 113.7 1170 225 224 320 4C5 132o3 127.3 Docembor 110.0 103.3 112o0 11409 220 225 332 412 1943 January 
- 102.1 - 230 227 328 397 

February 
- 102.' - 234 234 333 407 

March 11661 10406 (g)101.1 235 236 336 12 
p r i 1 

- 104.0 
- 235 237 

I - 

Juno __ ___ -  ic':.o  I 
rjo of 

(f) E.ch 700r17 
qurrtcr. 
1flA34. 

(b) 	idlc 
- 	 I or month. (c)bice 

- 	
- 	______- 	' tcr, -- -. 	----- i_3, iciud 

'o.rtc Juno 
- hor - in. Id) eisod index ic1 - 	 r: (J 

________ __________________ 
Jue owror 

__________ 
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