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FARM FAMILY TIVING $0S73, 1940 (SPRING)

The semi~annual index of farm familr living costs issued by the Dominion
Bureau of Statisiice showed az increass of 6.5 PeCo U0 8752 for the Dominion between
the fall of 1939 and the spring of 1940. The eas%ern and wostern rogional indexes which
are combined in ths composzite figure indicatod sligi.y differences, the c¢astern series
advancing 7.1 p.c. to 88,0, azd the wesiurn index geining only 5.6 poc. %o 86.1. An
index of Dominion urban living costs rosc 3,3 DPoCc %0 85.7 in this period or less than
one~half the amount rscorded Ly the farm index. 0On ke other hand, & sharp increase of
23.5 pec to 72:1 was noted for the Canadian Farm Products wholesale nrice index between
Avgust, 1939 and April, 1940, thereby reducing materially the spread between the things
farmers buy and those they scll. Thio Burean's goneral wholesale index of 567 commodity
price series moved up 14.8 p.c. %0 83,1 in the samc intervel,

Compared with Dominion farm family index levsis ¢f former years,tho 1940 spring
.72l was the highest eince 1920 whsn the index was 94,3, Miis was trus also of the
eastern series,but for the West the cwront index wae still fraciionally below 1931
levels,

Comparatively sharp advances occurred in the mejority of faim living dbudget
groups. Foods showod tho sharpeet advance. the Dominion average rising 2.2 Dece T8
799 between August, 1939 and April, 2640, Compared witl a year ago, the April, 1940
index had registered an incroase of 1i.4 PoCo A8 in the compositu index of farm family
living costs, the riso in feood prices in tlic Bas exceeded that for tas Meat, although
the amount was emall, (less “han 1 p.co). Howavsr, the level of food prices in the
West relative to the 192( base, still remained above easiern levels as has teen tae
case since 1932. While price advances among fouds were generel over the nast eight
months, some individual items showed compare'ively large incrcases, notably tea, coffeo,
butter, cheeso, granulated sugar and flours

Following clesely the advance in foods the Dominicn index for clothing moved
11.9 p.c. higher to 82.5 between August and April. 7Tn the Zast the advance emounted
to ij.@ pec.. bringing the index to 84.0, while in the West the irndex gained 9.9 p.c,
to 80.2. Prices for practically all types of clothing shared in the advance though
increases in woollens uad leather geods (shocs) prolominatved. For theso lattor items
eastora prices showod the shavper incremso,

Led by a 7.€ p.c, increase to an index level of 100,35 for household equipment
prices in the Zast, the compoeite housshwold equiziment group index gaiaed 7.7 p.c to
100.5 between Avugust and April. In the Weei prices for houschold equipmen’ ltems gained
7¢6 Poc. to 100.3. This wae the only group index showing a level of prices higher than
in the base year (19206). Food prices remained the lowest rolative to *ho basge year.

Tho movemont in fucl prices over tho past half year was relativoly narrow when
compared with other groups. Tuc advenco of 2.4 p.c. %o 82,2 for %ho composite index
was largely duc to a2 3.3 p.c. incroase in castern fuczl prices, westorn prices advaneing
only 0.9 pec. to 77.4 in %ho sums puriod. In the Fast incrcases wero gomoral for coal
(anthracite), coko, wood and csel oil, though there vag a slight Coraward tondency for
tho last montionod item ia Cntario, Ja the Y3o© small edvances occurred foi coal
(bituminous) wood and coal o0il whils coke %tosnded to wosken inm all vrovinces with the
excoption of British Celuntia.
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Table 1. = Index Numbers of Canadian Farm Living Costs and Related Series, 1013 - 1940,

(1926=100)
” : Canadian Farm Living Costs - Canadian | Priczo o;
G | ; Urban Canadian

; Fastern ( Westorn | Dominion Living | Farm

| Canada | Canada Average Coste | Products
i1 A - LG <R 66.0 65.4 64.1 ‘
. R 143,.9 SR 14,5 124,2 160.6
BB s o 7 % 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
i, S 5 i 99.0 99, 99.2 98.4 102.1
1 4y 97.9 93, 4 98.1 98.9 100.7
RN oo st 97.9 9604 97.5 99.9 100.8
BRI s x5 o oo aiopiols 94,7 93,7 9&.3 99,2 82.3
L s b S e 86,4 8643 86, 89.6 6.3
B o i venss 81.0 80.9 81.0 gl.3 gal
1933 ceeenrenennn 79:5 7963 , 79.4 17+5 51.0
BN sinsaaonys oo 81,1 80.5 80.9 78.6 59.0
1935 ceveen ks | gl.4 80.8 81.2 79.1 63.3
EUE . oweas. gy 8.7 | 80.9 8l.4 8048 69.
1937 seesaoseenes 8.9 | 84,0 g4.5 83.1 87.1
L . ; g84.5 | 82,3 84,0 84,0 73.6
1939 Spring e.... ! 82,6 g El.7 82,2 83,1 | 65.3

DR o, cosis | 82,2 ; 81.5 81.9 83.0 ! 58.

1940 Spring ..... g 88-0 : 86,1 87.2 85.7 ; 72.1

Table II. - Group Index Numbers of Canadien Farm Living Costs, 1939 - 1940,

(1926+100)
Bastern Canada ' Western Cenads Dominion Average
e Farm Pamilies Farm Families for Farm Families
Composite Index
1930 ~ SPrifg eeerveces. 82,6 81.7 g2.2
NN (olavel s toiatetams o s o 82,2 8195 81-9
1940 = SPring seeeeo.... 88.0 86.1 87.2
Food
1222— Sprixg (AR NN RN NN 7100 72.8 71.7
- r&ll se9ss vy teorn 7006 7201 71.2
1940 ~ Spring seeee.... : 79.4 80.6 79.9
Clothing
laéa o= Spring s8sesense . 7)"'05 72-9 73.9
= r&ll Sectansecs Y 7L|'.';2 7300 73.7
19“‘0 =" Spl‘ing eoae en 814.0 80.2 82.5
Fuel
1923 Y Spring Seoss e 3 8305 77.0 80.9
- Fall #8080 st [ 8257 76.7 8003
13”‘0 = Spring sescagecenc . 850 770“‘ 8202
Household Equipment
1939 = Spring ..e.cese. . 94,0 9,2 94,1
= F&ll Sevscosnss s 93&0 93.7"’ 93.3+
1940 - SPring eeeeeces.. 1003 100,8 100.5
Health Maintenance Costs* i
1352 EMSIDRIIE 45,015 0 sj010 6 7 9390 8900 91.
— Fall ooooooooo Y 9300 8900 9191"‘
1040 - SPring eeeveces. ! 93.0 89.0 914
Miscellansous Costs® ! ;
1252 =, sprilg oooooo eres i 9900 ' 98.7 9809
T e R g 9.0 | 98.7 98.9
1940  Spring ceeeeen... 99.0 ' 98.7 : 98.9

X Nominal Indexes - d&até Not yev avai.aole.  + Hevised,
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