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FARM FAMILY LIVING COSTS, 1941 (SPRING)
(First release of indexes on the new base period 1935-1939=100)

The 1941 spring index number of Canadien farm family living costs issued by the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics on the base 1935-39=100 showed a further increase of 1.8
psC. to 112,3. This was the highest level sirce 1930, and it compared with a depression
low of 95,7 recorded in 1933. Regional indexes showed similar movements between the fall
of 1940 and the spring of 1941, the eastern series gaining 2.1 p.c. to 112.9 while the
corresponding western index moved up 1.4 p.c. to 111.4. Over the same period am index
of Canadian urban living costs, stiffened 2.5 p,c. to 108.6 (1935-39=100) and an index of
Canadian farm product prices at wholesale advanced 10.8 p.c. to 69,5 (1926=100). From
August 1939 to April 1941 farm family living costs advanced 13,2 p.c. as compared with a

7.7 pscs lnorease for urban living costs.

Among the various groups price changes between August 1940 and April 1941 were
relatively narrow with the exception of focds. For foods the Dominion index advanced
5.6 p.co to 113.8 between August, 1940 and April 1941, with the eastern regional index
moving up 6.3 p.c. to 115.0 end the western index 4.5 p.c. to 111.9. Since the fall of

1939, the Dominion food series has increased 18.9 p.c.
Between August and April, a Dominion farm index of fuel prices moved up 3.6 p.o.

to 105.,8, this gain being more than one-half the 6.2 p.c. advance accumulated after the
outbreak of war. Since August 1939, there has been a 7.9 p.c. lncrease In the eastern

fuel index and 3.9 p.c. in the western serles.

Slightly higher costs for all sub-sections of the health maintenance series “ore
reflected in a 2.2 p.c. rise to 103.0 for April 1941. Until this advance there had been
no increase in health maintenance costs since the spring of 1939,

In the household equipment and supplies group, an increase of 1.9 p.c. to 11649
in the eastern series more than offset a minor decline of 0.2 p.c. to 114.0 in the western
series, and the Dominion index advanced 1.0 p.c. to 115.7 between August 1940 and April

1941. Since the war this index has risen 15.1 p.c,
Two group indexes moved fractionally lower, the clothing index declining 0,5 P«Cs

to 120.2 while the miscellaneous series receded 0.2 p.c. to 102.4. For the former, lower

prices for men's shoes and certain piece gocds were the principal factors in reducing the
index, while for the latter a small temporary reduction in tobacco prices was responsible



ror the decline. Since Avgust 93%, however, clcothinz prices have registered the most
substantial increase in the farm family budget, the Dominion average being up 19.8 p.c.
while regional increases of 20.4 p.c. and 19.0 p.c. were recorded for the east and west

respectively. Since August, 1939 an index of miscellansous items has advanced only

1,81 peicn

Table I. -~ Index Numbers of Canadian Farm Living Costs and Related Series, 1913-1941.

(1935-39=100 for all series except the Canadian Farm Products Prices
Index which is on a 1926 basa)

ST — =T LTSI E T TRE

Canadian Farm Livirg Costs - _ Hbetiesada
- 2o i Canadian | Prices of
yeay : Eastern | Western Dominion U?b§n P - OSSR T
| Canada Carada | Average | ) = e
’ sl et Costs | (1926=100)
] : - b e i
L : 7.8 9 2.6 | 79.6 79,7 64.1
1914 cemntesse s | 80;6 i 84,0 @270 80.0 7002
IS0 o ke o sman oo 85,5 ! 87.5 86,3 8L.6 77,9
N it i 5 o .3 94,0 S .6 88.3 89.8
1917 eeeseetoeccuc e : 11202 ! 11068 ' lllve 10405 128.5
PR gy s matnsar o B TeE 12047 | et 118,3 132.6
DR s oacodo o P 143.0 143,60 | e -1 130 .0 146,7
1920 esccesvetane 2 16802 174:4 1701!7 150(‘5 160.6
1921 esvceccanese BT | 142.2 I 139.5 132.5 108, 7
T T SI—— L i ) 130.3 127.5 1.3 88.0
TR s o 196.5" - &50.3 ] 127.9 121,7 8l.5
B S Meeteiiopia s o 12348 | B3niT =4 125 .1 119,5 88,1
s, s s 5o & 188.6 12831 - 1 123.6 120.6 101.0
RS i o0 it @ s o 120,2 121.9 | 120.9 18 .8 100.0
B s i o 118.5 | 125 1 119.5 119.9 102.1
SRR e s o o5 117.4 119.7 | 118,3 120.5 100.7
1929 eeCces ee s 117.5 ; 117;2 t 11'7.,4 121.,7 100.8
P SEESSE .5 | 114,0 . 113,7 120.8 82.3
B b aabeise ve 103.3 188,47 103,7 109.1 5643
e T Mg S8,2 | 7.7 99,0 48,4
S st v o had 0 95,5 ’ 96,2 95,7 94,4 51.0
B R st is et 98,1 ! 97.8 95.6 5940
D s, ae 50 5o 97.8 ! 98.1 | 97.9 96.2 63.5
IRt 98.3 | 98.3 | 98,3 | 98.1 69.4
B 2ms i vessvis 102,8 | 102.8 | 108 4= ~28008 87.1
L ST 102,0 i W7 01,9 18,2 § —S-9RE
1939 - Spring ».. 99,7 | 93,6 | 90,7 I 100.6 65.5
= BBEY oy ans 99,2 | 59,2 | W2 100,8 58.4
1940 - Spring ... T .a 106,32 105.8 1G4 .6 T2sl
Bl A o 110.6 | 109.9 110,3 105 .9 62.7
f i

1941 - Spring ... | 112.9 111.4 ° R 08,6 | 69 +5

—




Table II. -~ Group Index MNumbers of Canadian Farm Family Living Costs, 1913-1941.

.‘116.9r 13450 ' 115a% 3§ 1E8.0

R (1935-39=10¢C) : ST i
Food i Clothing ‘ Fuel Household Eaquipment Health Miscellaneous
Daite : 3 3 . ; ? : . ;
East ; Hestjpominioq East: West|Dominion Ea;ti west Dominion East; West Dominion| East i West Dominion!| East , Wes#jDominion
v i T ' : i ' !
..... oo | AR 99;7§ 95.8 | 87.5/ 85.9] 86.9 62.4 | 105.2( "79.5 e 57;7;7 69.3 52,9 f 52;9{ 52.9 By 67;8! 6.7
cesesasl 9B.5) 100,8| 99.4 | 95.4; 90;1 92,1 62.2 ! 1085, 78,7 70,5 68.1] 69.5 sl oGl el 67.7! 67.8{ 677
PP 109.3} 109.0; 109.2 g 98.5 94,91 97.1 | 63,31 97.4) 76.9 | 74.1, 70.5, 72,7 | 56.2 56.2| 56.2 | 68.4] 68.5! 68,4
vews s j THIRIE MRS 1185 | W38 10Fel 107 68.2% Msy e 80.6' 75,7 78.6 SR | ST ShA Vg fJo) wWis
comesaed 1OBGES TIA.7 | 1500 | 155.8) 1829 1586 83.4! 105,0! 92,0 91,7 88;8! 90.5 Slgd 7 @AY iGHLIL 78.6: 78,6/ 78.6
ceskoned TWET IBES ! 1980 )} 1882 190.8| 181i5 107.31120.3' 112.5 [114.3| 103.5. 110.0 : 67.9' 67,9' 67.9 88.1! es.2| 88l1
reemswa ) HONLS| BMSS] 1815 i 179.8]' 182(3| 180.6 -] 11191 134,9] 121.1 ,121;51 119 17,0 1 e 76,41 76,1 Sp6. . eRIM | anls
eceeess 221.8! 211,5} 217.7 §211.7' 231,1 219.5 |134,0! 160.4: 144,6 1150.9: 146.2! 149.0 81.0{ 81.0! 81,0 }106.4 106;5[ 106.4
cosmeswy | 161.11 157,8 159.8 3163.7; 1Wss; ' 1660 | 1R i 158.4| 144.4 [124.5, 125.2 124,8 87.5! 87,5 87.5 |108,4! 108.,5| 1084
secesso 1337 130.6: 132.5 :152.3; 162.2| 156.3 |126.5 142,8: 1330 t111.6 114.3| 112.7 | 89, ; 89.4i 89,4 |108.4: 108,5! 1084
ceeeees 139.7 136,3! 138.3 | 147.4; 155.9] 150.8 { 125,31 140.7! 131,5 {114.9; 116.2! 1154 ! 90,87 308 "9b.8 | HOV.® )i1oR:a; 10RR
wce ol 1 T 133,11 134.53 145,41 150.4 147.4 :121.,3 137.8: 127,9 (112.5' 113.3! 112.8 92,2, 92,21 92,2 }105.7 105.8: 105.7
seeess. 138,10 136.8! 137.6 | 1410 143,17 141.8 1119;7§ 134.9 125.8 !109.1! 109.2 109.1 94.6 94,61 94.6 |103.6; 103.7| 103.6
coveess, 136,11 131.9] 134,4 |134.8; 1381} 136,1 §119:5! 131.2 124.2 1108.0| 107.4: 107.8 | 95,8 | 95.8! 95.8 f102.3 ! 102.4' 102.3
eseeses 135.5: 134,2 135.0 ,130.7! 133.6/ 131.9 ;118.6. 129.1; 122.8 }104.4' 106.1 105.1 g 96,9 96.9: 96,9 [ 102.9 10,0 102.9
eeede.. 135,61 134,61 135.2 | 125.3, 128.7; 126,7 |118.4 128.5! 122.4 105,0| 104,71 104.9 ;100,4 | 100,4 | 100.4 1101.4 , 101.4;, 101;4
eendeee 137041 132.2° 135,3 !123,6] 123.8; 123.7 117.61 122.4 119.5 [105.3! 103,5, 104.6 }102.1 L108.) 1 20351 A LAMGE | 1GLRG 00k
eeefes. 129,50 123,7 127.2 | 117.0 120.9' 118.6 1115.7  118.9 ' 1170 $103.81 103,11 103.5 ;102.4 | 102.4; 102.4 &101,0! 101,1¢ 101.0
evde.v. 102,00 98,4 100,6 107,01 112.4 109.2 {114.2 1 115.5, 114.7 § 98.6] 99,7 99,0 ;102.2 | 102.2 | 102.2 1101:;2 1 101.2; 101,2
eeieev..: 88,0 87,9! 88,0 | 99,9 104.1] 101.,6 :110.2 107.2 | 109.0 | 98.2| 98.,3: 98.2 1101.5i101.5! 101,56 § 99.1' 98;9] 99.0
Gt | TESRNS 91,3, 90,3 | 96.0; 97.2! 96,5 ilOBQO: 100.8 | 102,1 | 94.4! 95.2| 94.7 :100.0,100.0; 100,0 98,8 98,7, 98.8
eeceene | 96,11 96,3, 96.2 | 97.2] 99.3: 98.0 1103.0: 100;1;101;8 [ 96.5, 97ili 96.7 | BB 9953 RS 98.4; 98.3! 98¢
ceesso. . 96,5 96,4i 96,5 ! 97.6) 97.9] 97,7 i101:4) 100;7' 101:1 ﬁ 96.0! 97.6; 96.6 | 99,3 993! 99;3 99,2 99.2) G&g.g
ases 2 ] 966§ 197:1 1 968 98.4: 97,9 98.2 jloogz 99.5' 99;9 | 98.2! 98;5! 983 ; 99:5 OB | 985 99.4| 99,5! 99:4
sedi-e. 1 106:3 1 106:91 10655 , 202,31 102.5: 102;4 | 9981 99.1 995 $104,0; 102.4} 103.4 100.1 ' 100.1 100.1 !100;2' 100;2! 100:2
sameeds | 104,81 104:2 . 164.6 :10L.,8! 101.0| 101:5 | 9855 | 100,53 99:8 101164 101.1. 101.4 ?100.3 : 100.3| 100,35 !100.9; 100.7! 100.8
Spring. = 96.6:. 96,0 96,4  100,4, 100.7' 100;5 ! 99,8 101.0 100.3 101,57 101.2; 101.4 {100.8 100.9; 100;8 }100:6; 100.5: 100,6
Fall .. ° ©O8.1} ©S8.1] ©8.7 1000 100.8, 100:5. | 988’ 100.7: 99.6 , 100.4] 100,6' 100.5 | 100.8 .100.9§ 100,8 !lOO.Gf 100.5' 100,6
4 : i 1 A ; T { ¢ i :
snring. 108,0. 106,3 107.3  114,0; 111,7: 113,;1 § 102.0 101.6 101.8 ;108.3, 108.3' 108,3 &100;8' 100.9 | 100,8 :100,2 100,1' 100.2
Pall .. 108.2 107.1 107.8  121,1, 120.4' 120,8 ' 102,6 101.4 102.1 VI | IS L1eB T 00,8 100,9; 100,8 §102.7? 1034 10246
- : T : <l ; Tl ! : AR : 8 aut I anf ]
Spring. 115.0 111,9° 113.8 120,4 120,0' 120,2  106.6 ' 104.6 105.8 | ! 105.0 ' 103.,0 :102.5 102,3: 102,.4
i
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WEIGHTING

Coincident with the change in the base period of the Bureau's index of farm
family livirg costs from 1926 to the five-year average 1935-39=100, there was a re-
vision in weights. These weight revisions incornporate the results of a 1938 survey of
expenditure records fram 1,692 farm erop correspondent families, For individual items
practically the only revisions of importeance were in foods, though a few items in the
clothing section were reweighted, e.g., men's and women's overcoats and men's suits and
windbreakers. There was also a redistribution of weizhts for women's cashmere and silk
hosiery in the eastem regional index. Food price weizhts were .revised. in line with
1938 food expenditure records. MNost important changes in the new weishting set-up,
however, were in the group weights, which are listed below along with the old weights.

Group East West
ol New o1 New
PR 5 - i G5 06 Phaies 29 24 27 26
(G150 0 o R — 24 26 22 26
10Ty I . S 10 6 14 8
Household Equip-
ment and Supplies. 8 a7 9 LT
Health Maintenance. 8 10 9 8
Miscellaneous ..... 2 17 19 17

Farm Living Cost Price Index Number Weighting System

Regional Weishts (bLased upon the number of farms in specified amas)

Province Region
Eastern Cenada ,........ 60
QUeBet! mriernn L rniass 25
ORUETE O 5 swororaerds o o ke 24
Western Canada ......... 40
MAndtaba: .5 oo shin it 8
Saskatchewan ,........ 17
AN eT T Foreere iyt Al
Femily Budget Weights (based upon 1934 and 1938 surveys of Canadian Farm Living
\ Expenditures)
Weizhts for
Groups and Items Unit Individual Items Group Weirhts
East Viest East West
FOODS 24 26
Beef, fresh ..... .» Dvpound I 90
Bomle; fresh ,....d.. 4 30 12
B IO T cw gy oxe) s7e 5loteio¥s o k. 7 8
1L STl U R Y 3 19
Butter, creamery... o 43 A2
BRBOEE i.oivivs v " 18 15
SRIRIE - o ovom 3.0 5o o5 5 W6 b 725 800
Rolled Oats ....... o 84 100
AR A s i 5 %) oo 5 el i 2 16
Canned Tomatoes ... 2 1/2 14 21
3 Peas ....... 16 ounce 10 T
" Casgl ..o .o 16 cunge 7 8
p Peaches .,.. 16 ounce 4 12
Jam, raspberry .... pound 3 25
19 Te L s S MR u 9 17
REMISHNIS: o3 a55% oitis i 15 18
CUBLaES 3550 57 7% " ! 6
SROEW s ¢% 45w e o stgys i 390 360
RENRE . .ol iy .4 18
Ry, Byiverend s vioe bsa " 15 16
ST I S —— PR " 35 35
Corn Syrup ...cvvw. u 13 26



A 15y 2

Weights for Sub-Group
Unit Individual Items Weight Group Weights

East West T East __West
T et ———

(]
i
Ve
t D
E
(R

CLOTHING 26 26
Men's Vear
Boots, leather, work.... Pair
G TEUDBSES:, oo o i OO0
SWEIEs), WOBl , SRS, mre itk
Siockis), “eashMERElwr: sk
Gloves, horsehide.......
ShEel),, SRR w5k vra ot ORI O
SE AP RTINS 70k oxs Vani o cgul
BYUAMAS ws di o 6.4 o bv.0 i 2 o vre - DELE
WEBEBFERIGRT oi e 56 » o « + & b5 ~ONB
Overalls.cceseveecerssoe pair
SRS (ohs o5 St o5 sobnini o TONE
Overcoat....... i 8 o oL
DD OIS v 4 ¢ ¢34 s 4+ L% v DAEE
Underwear, balbriggan... suit
Underwesr, combinations. "

coooo

Lo RS B )

O L o ip e o

.

DWWV MNMDOOWE O
[eNeNo RN/ NeoNol. W Ko

0
. .

RDwO O UK~ om
COO0OUNWROOOWMWOOOOOO

Women's Wear
ShoesS.eeecviccvasessases pair
RUBBETES 0 1« 'sis.5 « A 3 e o Sy
Stockings, cashmere.....
T T T T A A
Clloviess “Moellen: , fed.oun
GBS cavart Bio'e oisin's B s o o2 ONE
SN E RGP e s oo (6 anaraioms s resolbin
ol S - Mok R UM S
T A LTNEE fsie « 5 o is' 5o sioieleld
SRy cOBOn. .. .. OB w0 C G
Bloomers, woOl,eeira. e
BHEMEITS, LIRAY O, o eve.o e alsm
B REEOWn -t o0 oo slos
Dress, rayon crepe......
WVEIgIDl 00N+ oe o e o5 55 & asjare
VIEIEHD S TTEIVMOT) < o o o o bus (oretohotle

" oo

MU MO O0OO0O0O000NOOO OO

.
-

[@ 3N IR Y-S N
s " - aa M) L]

O MWW - A
*® 8 o - = s e -

== OO D G
DR OOCOOOCOOWOO
e Nl tE L R e

Materials, Yarns end
Threads
Ginghem....ovesuuvveeees yard 6.0
Billannelettes «: s% 7 in ceak e S50
Dress Goods, wool....... 5.0
Dress Goods, celanese...

(o BN e IR |
loloNel

OSSO &

4,0
Cretonne..... 100 Oty & S 2.0
Yarn, Scotch fingeriag.. pound 20

8.0
5.0

LI

(S 0N~ L RN (T IT N

Earawd, SPO6d e i ;... +++ ONE
WA WOCL s sice o.0's o 4% ¢ v 5.4 o DRIE

FUELw
TR0 - o-s o % 215 e 47 » ¢ & & TN EOORA 7
PAENNEE 5o o wlorse o0 5 oma TR “BOR 0
o) T S S o5 SHehiNs KRN 0.
Kerosene......ccvuvevee. gallon 16

HOUSEEQLD EQUIPMENT AND
SUPPLIES 17 15

Household Eguipment 75
Textiles T 20
BT L 0

5 S O PR 1
2

BB SN OWalsSk i: 7o 90T, o6 vl

o e
O Oow;m

XAnthracite coal used in Quebec and Ontario; Bituminous in Nova Scotia, Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, Alberts, British Columbia.

N
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Weizhts for Sub-Groun
Textiles - Cont'd Unit Individual Items Wel-ht Group Weizhts
East West Easat Weat
Tablle Cloflr ... ., uad  EEB 0.2 0.8
Table Napkins .,.,... dozen (0)F 1L @55
BOERERS st a e s one 02 0.2
NSO SHAREE Vit iy » 1:0 170
Furnishinzs 30
Bookcase(until 1941 '
N3 ... .. Tae 0,05 0.05
N v dviadoes i Y 0.05 0,05
Couch LA B AR B K N B BN B AN} " 0.1 o;l
Libpreiey Tabhle: e B 0,05 0,05
Living Room Chair ... L/ Ol Ol
SRRl sone it ..on v " 0,07 0.07
SRR - w585 5 o5 s ¥ 0.1 0:1
DIBETRNT weereriveors a7d o o7 b 0,05 0.05
Buffet *P e B esrr v L 0.% 0.05
domele. dIniNE 2. .50 B 0.05 0.05
Chairs, dining ..,.... half doz. 0,07 0.4(each)
Cupboard, kitchen .., one 0.04 . 0,04
Chairs, kitchen ,.,.. half doz. 0;1 0.6{each)
daile, kitchen .,,.... ohe 0,07 0,07
Sewing Machine ,..... " 0,05 0.05
EENRLEN iy e iie.s _yaxd 0,25 0.25
Herdware ; - 30
B one 0,1 (o) 11
Doullle Bodler ....... " 0,1 Syl
Preserving Kettle ... i 022 [oFy
L R 0,05 0,05
aeEne Fan -l g,  Gnb 0,2 0.2
e RERlE e, v 0.2 0.2
LI . i R 02 02
Wash Bofler .....c... Y 0.2 0.2
wWashing Machine,..... ' 0,07 0,07
Water Bucket ........ " 0.5 0,5
Bliteler Koife ...4... o 0,2 0.2
PR RS KEIEE. & o o0 v 15,0 1,0
s ST R - 0,05 0,05
L LD <z . imes and Ly 018 (o))
Clothes LilE ..o rqven - - 50 Tt 1,0 1,0
NS s e i i Tl A one 0.2 0.2
ROllin{-’; Pln tecs et seen 4 ool Ool
Floar Enamell ., .. st gallon 0,2 0.2
Drugs, Sundries and
Cleaning_quoliqg
Drues and Sundries ' ) 30
Dodd's Kidney Pills,. box 1,0 140
Cuticura Ointment ... e 2,0 2.0
OliVe oil LI B B A ] 5—02. ’ i
bott le 1.6 0.8(10 oz,)
CAENEE OX1 .. cvovsone ~OSER '
bottle S 2,0(8 oz,)
Epsom 3alts ......... pound ez 0) 1,0
Hydrogen peroxide .., 16=0z, L :
bottle (053] (055
Borzcic Acid Powder,, nound @ 0.6
Tincture of Iodine .. 2-02. ;
bottle 2n0 2140
Hot Water Bottle ,... one L 0,2
LR ife ... ... .0 .ot l4-0z. J
bottle 1850 L3O
Pagbl Bpush .+ : 550+, . OB 2> 2,5
T BEETE .0 i, tudbe 750 a0
Shewing Stick ,...... one 230 220



Cleaning Sunplies
SOADK BOANEH s eraas e
014 Dutch Cleeanser ,...
S0aD FIQEEE .va'ssave. v
BEMNCGF SO8D i aasereisiaism

Health
MocwonsY Reeis sos.eoiin
Dentists!' FeeS .veeeee.
INapieal Bil1e 5. .. 0.

Miscellaneous

IERiRe M SUNTETCIa /e o e o
UEREE susieCiat ey
WEREDEPOLE oo s s oo vevss
U1 T
NEEPEIREE " . 5 o6 5 o sve-e 40

Unit

dozen
can
packaze
ten

-7 -

Weizhts for Sub-Groun
Individual Items Weisht Group Weights
Fast West Eagt West
800 i AN 50 a2l
6.0 6.0
4,0 4,0
6,0 6.0
3,6 3.6
(Percent ages)
1C 8
54 53
21 22
28 25
(Percentazes) 17 P4
65 67
11 12
5 4
13 B2
6 )

Textiles, Furnishings and Household Hardware indexes weishted 20, 50 and 30 re=-

spectively and combined into a separate index of Household Equinment. The Drugs

and Sundries indexes and Cleaning Sunplies indexes are weighted 50 each and come

bined into a Druns, Sundries and Cleaning Supplies index.

The Household Eouinment

indexes and Drugs, Sundries, and Cleaninz Supplies Indexes are then weighted 75 and

25 respectively, and combined into Household Equipment and Supplies Indexes. Sub-

sroup welghts are the same for eastern and western series,



STATISTICS CANADA LIBRARY
BIBLIOTHEQUE STATISTIQUE CANADA

RTINS

1010366408




