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FARM FAMILY LIVING COSTS, 1941 (SPRING) 

(First release of indexes on the new base period 1935-1939=100) 

The 1941 spring index number of Canadlcn farm family living costs Issued by the 

Dominion Bureau of Statistics on the base 1935-39=100 showed a further increase of 198 

p.c. to 112.3. This was the highest level since 1930, and it compared with a depression 

low of 95.7 recorded In 1933. Regional Indexes showed similar movements between the fall 

of 1940 and the spring of 1941, the eastern serIes gaining 231 p.c. to 112.9 while the 

corresponding western Index moved up 1.4 p.c.. to 111.4. Over the sarre period an index 

of Canadian urban living costs, stiffened 25 p.c. to 108.6 (1935-39=100) and an index of 

Canadian farm product prices at wholesale advanced 10.8 p.c. to 69.5 (1926=100). From 

August 1939 to AprIl 1941 farm family living costs advanced 1.3.2 p.c. as compared with a 

7.7 p.c. inorease for urban living costs. 

Among the various groups price changes between August 1940 and April 1941 were 

relatively narrow with the exception of foOsz For foods the Dominion index advanced 

5.6 p.c. to 113.8 between August, 1940 and April 1941, with the eastern regional index 

moving up 6.3 p.o. to 115.0 and the western Index 45 p.c to 111.9. Since the fall of 

1939, the Dominion food series has increased 18.9 p.c. 

Between August and April, a Dominion farm index of fuel prices moved up 3.6 P.G. 

to 105.8, this gain being more than one-half the 6.2 p.o. advance accumulated after the 

outbreak at war. Since August 1939, there has been a 7.9 p.c. Increase in the eastern 

fuel Index and 3.9 p.c . . In the western series 

Slightly higher oosts for all sub -sections of the health maintenance series Wgre 
reflected In a 2.2 p.c. rise to 103.0 for April 1941 Until this advance there had been 

no increase in health maintenance costs since the spring of 1939. 

In the household equipment and supplies group, an increase of 1.9 p.c. to 116.9 

in the eastern series more than offset a minor decline of 0.2 p.o. to 114,0 in the western 

series, and the Dominion index advanced 1.0 p.c. to 115,7 between August 1940 and April 

1941. Since the war this index has risen 15.1 p.c. 

Two group indexes moved fractionally lower s  the clothing Index declining 0, P.O. 

to 120,2 while the miscellaneous series receded 0.2 p.c. to 1024. For the former, lower 

prices for men's shoes and certain piece goods were the principal factors in reducing the 

Index, while for the latter a small temporary reduction In tobacco prices was responsible 
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for the decline. Since August 	however, clothing prie3 ha' reszistered the most 

substantial increase in the farm family budat, the Dominion average being UP 19.8 P.C. 

while regional increases of 20.4 P.C. and 19,0 P.C. were recorded for the east and west 

respectively. Since August, 1939 an Index of miscellaneous items has advanced only 

1,8 P.C. 

Table I. - Index Numbers of Canadian Farm Living Costs and Related Series, 1913-1941. 

(1935-39=100 for all series except the Canadian Farm Products Prices 
ndex which is on a 1926 base) 

- 

Canadian FarmLiving Costs - 	Wholesale 
Canadian 	Prices of 

Year 	Eastern 	Western 	Donthon 	Urban 	Canadian Farm 

Canada 	Caiada 	Avea"e 	Living 	Products 
Costs 	(1926=100) 

1913 '77.6 82,6 
1914 ,s,.,.,.,,, 80,6 
1915 . 	 , 	 . . , . 	 . 85.5 8Y 5 
1916 ............ 933 94.0 
1917 ............ 112,2 110.8 
1918 ..,,........ 1326 12917 
1919 ........... 143,0 143,0 
1920 ..,...,,.. 168.2 194:4 
1921 ..........,. 137.7 142,2 
1922 ,...,,...,,, 125.6 130.3 
1923 126.3 1302 
1924 .,..,..,.... 123,8 127,1 
1925 ............ 122.6 	1 125,1 
1926 ............ 120,2 121,9 
1927 ..,......... 118,5 1211 
1928 .,,.,..,..,. 117.4 119,7 
1929.,,.....,... 117.5 1172 
1930 ....,....... 113.5 1140 
1931 ........... . f 103,3 104.4 
1932 ............ I 97.4 98,2 
1933 ............ 95.5 	1 96.1 
1934 ,,,,,,.,,.., j 97,6 	I 980. 
1935 ............ I 978 98.i 
1936 ....,,....., 98,3 	t 983 
1937 ...,, 102.8 102-8 
1938 ,,,....,,.. 102.0 10. 	7 
1939 - Spring ... 9917 

- Fall 	..... 99,2 992 

1940 - Spring 10?.2 10601 
Fall 	..... 110,6 1099 

1941 - Spring 	112,9 	111,4 

792,6 7907 64.1 
820 80.0 70,2 
e303 816 77.9 
93.6 88,3 8908 

111 104.5 128.5 
131.4 I 1183 132.6 
143.0 130.0 146.7 
170.7 150.5 160.6 
139 0 5 132,5 103,7 
1275 121.3 88.0 
127.9 121,7 81.5 
125.1 119,5 88.1 
123,6 120,6 101,0 
120,9 121,8 100.0 
119,5 1199 10261 
118,3 120,5 100.7 
1l?4 121,7 100.8 
113,7 1208 82.3 
1037 109.1 56.3 
9717 99.0 48.4 
95,7 94.4 51.0 
97.8 956 59.0 
979 962 63.5 
98,3 98l 69.4 

102,8 10112 87.1 
101.9 102.2 73.6 

100,6 65.5 
9,2 100.8 58.4 

108 l04.6 72.1 
110,3 105,9 62.7 

112,3 1086 69.5 



70,3 
70.5 
7431, 
80.6' 
91,7 

11433 
121.5 
15039: 
124.5 
111.6 
114.9, 
112,5 

10630 
104:4 
105:0 
105.3! 
10338' 
98:6! 
9821 
9434! 
96.5 
96:0' 
9832, 

10430; 
10136 
10135 
100 .4 : 

108.3 
1 114.7 

116.9 

	

52.9 	67:7 	67381 677 

	

54.1 	67.7! 678 	67;7 

	

56.2 	68.4! 6835 	68.4 

	

5734 	71.8 ! 71.9 	7138 

	

61.1 	78.6 	78.6 	78,6 

	

67.9 	88411 8832 	8831 

	

76.1 	97.6 	97:7 	9736 

	

81.0 	106:4 106.5 1  106:4 

	

87:5 	108.41 108.5' 108.4 

	

89.4 	108.41 108.51 10834 

	

90.8 	107.7 1 107.8! 10 7.7 

	

9232 	1057 1 105.8 10537 
94:6 1'1036 103 7 1 103:6 

	

95.8 	102.3 ; 102:41 102:3 

	

9539 	102:9 103.01  :9 102 
10034 1014 1014 10134 
102.1101:2 101.2i 101.2 
102:4 11101.01 101.1l 101:0 

	

102:2 	101.21 101:2: 10132 

	

ioi;s 	9931' 98:91 9930 

	

ioo;o 	98:8; 9837 	988 

	

9933 	96.41 9833' 98:4 

	

99.3 	 94 	9934 	9934 

	

99.5 	99 341 99:5 	9934 
10031 10032 1002 1  10032 
10033 i100.9j 10037' ioos 
10038 loOs,  ioo;s: 10036 
100.8 1100.6 100.5 100.6 

10038 1 100.2 1001 1002 
100.8 11  102.7 102.4 102.6 

103.0 1 102.5 102,3 102.4 

6737! 
68;i. 
70.5 
75.7 it  

88.8 
10335 
11139 1 
146 .2 
125.2 
114:3 
11632 
113331 
10932 
107:4: 
106:1: 
104:7: 
103.5 
103.1 
99.7 
9633 
95.2 
9731 
9736 
9835 

102:4 
10131. 
10132 
100.6 

69.3 
69.5 
72.7 
78.6 
90.5 

11030 
117.7 
149.0 
124.8 
1123? 
11534 
11238 
109.1 
107:8 
105.1 
10439 
10436 
103.5 
99.0 
9832 
94;? 
96,7 
9636 
98.3 

10334 
10134 
10134 
100.5 

52 0 9 	52.9 
54.1 I 54.1 
56.2! 56.21 
57 •4; 
61,1 	61:11 
67.9 	67.9 
76.1 	76.1 
81.0 ' 81.0 
87.5 	07.5! 
8934 1 89:4; 
90.8 	90.8 
9232 	92.2; 
94.6 	94.6 
95:8 	95.8 
9639 	96.91 

100,4 100.4 
102.1 102.1 
10234 10234 
102.2 I 102:2 
101:5 i.  10135 
10030 100:0 
99.3 	9933 
99.3 	9933 
99:5 	99:5 

ioo;i ioo:i I 
10033 100:3: 
10038 10039; 
100.8 . 100.9 

10833 108 83 1008 1009 
114:2 114,5 1100,8 100,9 

114,0 115.7 
	

103.0 103.0' 

Table II. - Group Index Numbers of Canadion FamFnmirLivinpsts, 1913-1941. 

(1935 -39-100) 

Dal e 
	 Food 
	

Clothing 	 Fuel 	 Household Ecuipment 	Health 	 Miscellaneous 
East 	Iest 
	

East WestlDominionli East West Domini 
	

East j  West Domini 
	

East West 'Dominion1 Eastt West Dominion 
932 	 958 	87.51 85.9 	86.9 	62 04; 1052 	79.5 

14 ....... 	98.5 100.8! 	' 	01 	92.1 	62.21 10351 787 

	

15 ....... 109.3 109.0 ;  109.2 	98.5! 	94.9! 	97.1 	63.31 97 4i 76..9 
16 .,, 	119.0. 115.2 117.5 	112.51 107.9 110.7 	63.7 	97.4; 77;2 

	

1/17 ........153.6 114.7; 150.0 	135.8: 127.9 132,6 	83.4' 105.0 	92,0 

	

1l8 ........177.1 164.5 172.1 	163.21 159.0 161.5 	107.3 1203 112.5 
19 ...... 	186.3 174.3 1  181.5 	179.51 182.2 180.6 	111.91 134,9 121.1 
10 	 221 .8 1 211.5 217.7 1211.7 231.1! 219.5 	134.01 160.4 144.6 

	

1S1 ......, 161.1 157.8; 159.8 1163.7' 170.3 166.3 	135.0! 158:41 1444 

	

l2 ........133.7! 130.6 132.5 	152.3 162 .2i 156.3 	126.5 142.8 1330 

	

123 ........139.7 136.3 138.3 	147.4! 155.9j 150.8 	125.3 140.7 1315 

	

124 ........135.11 133.11 134.3 	145.4 150.4 147.4 	121.3 137.8! 127.9 

	

195 . ......138.1' 136'81 137.6 	1410k 143.1' 141:8 	1197! 134.9: 125:8 

	

196 ...... 136 . 1 1 131.9: 134.4 	134.8i 138.1!136 0 1 	119.5 131.2 124.2 

	

1927 .......135.5: 134.2 135.0 , 130.7 133.61 131.9 	118.6 129.1 122.8 
i8 	 135.61 134.6 135.2 	125.3. 128.7 126.7 	118:4 128:5! 122.4 
1929 ... 	137 :41 132.2 135.3 1 123.61 123.8; 123 4 7 	117:6 122.4 119.5 
1930 .../, 	129.5 123.7 127.2 	117.0 120.91 118.6 !1157 118.9 1  117:0 
1931 ...... 	102.0 	98.4 100.6 t 107.0 112:4; 109.2 	1111.2 115.5 114.7 
1932 .......88.01 87,9 	88.0 	99:9! 104:1, 101.6 	110 02! 10702 1090 
1933 .. 	89 7 	91 3 	90,3 	96.0 	97.2 	96.5 	103 0 100.8 102.1 
1934 ...... 	96.1 	96;3 	96,2 	97.21 99 03! 98.0 	103.0 1001 101.8 
1935 ...... 	96.5 	96-41 96.5 	97:6 	97.9 1  97.7 	101:4, 1007 101;1 
1936 ...... 	96.6 	97.1 	9638 	9634: 97391 9E32 	1002 	9935 	99:9 1937 	...... 106:31 106:9 1065 	102.3: 102:5 10234 	998 	991 	9935 
1938 ...., 	104,81 104.2. 104.6 'ioi;e ioi;o ioi:s 	9935 10033 	99:8 
1939 3rin. 	96.6 	96.0 	96 0 4 	1004, 100.7 10035 	99:8; 101.0 1003 

Fall .. 	96.1 	95.1 	95.7 	100.0. 100.8' 100.3 	98.8 100.7 	99.6 

	

1940 Srirg. 108,0. 10633 107.3 	114.0: 1117 1131 	102.0 •  1016 101.8 

	

7all •. 108.2 107.1 107.8 121.1. 120,4' 120.8 	102.6 101.4 102.1 

3-1 S'rtng. 115.0 111.9 113.8 120.4. 120.0 120.2 106.6 104.6 105.8 
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Coincident with the chge in the base period of the Bureau's index of farm 
family livirg costs from 1926 to the five-year average 1935-39..100, there was a re-
vision in weights. These weight revisions incorporate the results of a 1938 survey of 
expenditure records from 1,692 farm crop correspondent families. For individual iteme 
practically the only revisions of importance were in foods, though a few items in the 
clothing section were reweighted, e.g., men's and women's overcoats and men's suits and 
windbrears. There was also a redistribution of weiGhts for women's cashmere and silk 
hosiery in the eastern regional index. Food price weihts were .revised. in line with 
1938 food expenditure records. Most imDortent changes in the new vreighting set-up, 
however, were in the group weights, which are listed be1v along with tho old weights. 

Group East West 
Old New Old New 

Foods 	............. 29 24 27 26 
Clothing 	.......... 24 26 22 26 
Fuel 	.............. 10 6 14 8 
Household Equip- 
nnt and Supplies. 8 17 9 15 

Health Maintenance. 8 10 9 8 
Mi s c el lane ous 	..... 21 17 19 17 

Farm Living Cost Price Index Number Weighting System 

gional Weiht (baied upon the number of farms in specified areas) 

Province 	Region 

Eastern Canada 	 60 
Quebec • 	23 
Ontario ..............24 

Western Canada . 	 40 
Manitoba 	.......... 	8 
Saskatchewan ......... 	17 
.A.lberta . . ........• • 	12 

Family Budget Weights (based upon 1934 and 1938 sirveys of Canadian Farm Living 
Expenditures) 

'Ilethts for 
Groups and Items Unit Individual Items Group Wei!thts 

East West East 	West 

FOODS 
24 	26 

Beef, 	fresh 	...... pound 115 90 
Pork, fresh " 30 12 
Bacon ........... H  7 8 
Lard 	.............. ,I  36 19 
Butter, creamery " 43 12 
Cheese 	• 	......... ,, 19 15 
Flotu 	............. 725 800 
Rolled Oats 	....... " 84 100 
Rice 	• • . . . ......... 22 16 
Canned Tomatoes 2 1/2 14 21 

" 	Peas 	....... 16 ounce 10 7 
" 	Corn 	..... 16 ounce 7 8 

Peaches 16 ounce 4 12 
Jam, 	.aspberry pound 3 25 
Prunes 	........... " 9 17 
Raisins 	......... H  13 18 
Currants 	........ " 3 6 
Su.ar 	. . . 	. , . . . . . . " 390 360 
Coffee 	............ 7 18 
Tea 	..............• ,, 15 16 
St1t 	.............. 0  35 35 
Corn Syrup . 0  13 26 
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d Iberns 	Unit 

CLOTIING 
Men's Wear 
Boots, Tather, work.... Pair 
Gum rubbers ............. 	It 

Socks, wool, work....... 	it 

Socks, cashmere......... 
Gloves, horsehide...... 
Shirt, drill ...........one 
Sweater, wool ........... 
Pyjamas  ................. pair 
Windbreaker.............one 
Overalls ................pair 
Suit .................... one 
Overcoat................ it  
Trousers ................pair 
Underwear ;  baibriggan... suit 
Underwear, combinations. " 

Women's Wear 
Shoes ................... pair 
Rubbers ................. 1  
Stockings, cashmere...., 
Stockings, silk ......... H 

Gloves, 'woollen ......... 11 

Coat....................one 

	

Sweater ............... 	H 

&usedress 	........ 	'I 

Apr 
Slip, cotton ............ It 

Bloomers, wool ... ........ 
Bloomers, rayon......... 
Nightgown ......... ...... 
Dress, rayon crepe ...... ft  

Vest, wool .............. 
Vest, rayon............. 

Materials,_Yarns and 
Threads 
Gingham ................. yard 

	

Flarinelette............. 	It 

	

Dress Goods, wool ....... 	it 

Dress Goods, celanese... 

	

rayon ................. 	ft 

	

Cretoane.. .............. 	" 

Yarn, Scotch fi.ngerig.. pound 
Thread, spool ...........one 
Yarn,wool ............... ball 

FUEL 

Weights for 	Sub-Group 
Individual Items 	Weight 	Group Weights 
East 	West 	East 

	

26 	26 

3.0 
	

3.0 
1.0 
	

1.0 
4.0 
	

7.0 
2.0 
	

3.0 
4.0 
	

4.0 
4.0 
	

5.0 
1.3 
	

1.5 
0.6 
	

1.0 
1.0 
	

1.0 
3.0 
	

5.0 
0.3 
	

0.3 
0.3 
	

0.3 
2.0 
	

2.0 
2.0 
	

2.0 
2.0 
	

3.0 

	

3.0 
	

3.0 

	

1.0 
	

1.0 

	

4.5 
	

5.0 

	

2.0 
	

3.0 

	

2.0 
	

2.0 

	

0.3 
	

0.3 

	

1.0 
	

1.0 

	

3.0 
	

3.0 

	

4.0 
	

4.0 

	

2.0 
	

2.0 

	

2.0 
	

3.0 

	

2.0 
	

2.0 

	

1.0 
	

1.0 

	

0.5 
	

0.5 

	

1.5 
	

1.5 

	

1.5 
	

1.5 

	

6.0 
	

7.0 

	

5.0 
	

6.0 

	

5.0 
	

6.0 

	

4.0 
	

4.0 

	

2.0 
	

2.0 

	

2.0 
	

2.0 

	

8.0 
	

8.0 

	

5.0 
	

5.0 

Wood .................... cord 2.6 3.2 	6 	8 
Coal ......... ton 0.6 4.0 
Coke.................... 11 0.1 0.7 
Kerosene 	............... gallon 16.72 20.16 

HOUSEHOLD_EQUIPMENT AND 
SUPPLIES 17 	15 
Hous&-iold Eqnipmen!. 75 
Textiles 	

- 20 
lanLcets ............... pair 0.8 0.5 

ShetE' 	.................. 1.0 1.0 
Bath Towels 2.0 2.0 

XAnthracite coal used In Quebec and Ontario; Bituminous in Nova Scotia, Manitoba, 
Saskachewan, Alberta, British Columbia. 



0.05  
O 05 
0.1 
O ; 05 
0,1 
0.07 
0.1 
0.05 
0.05 
0 . 05  
0.07 
004 
0 0, 1 
0.07 
0.05 
0,25 

one 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

'I 

I, 

I, 

half doz. 
one 
half doz. 
one 

It 

yard 
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Weights for 	Sub-Groun 
Individual Items 	Weight 

East West 

o;2 o;2 
0.1 

0.2 0.2 
1.0 1.0 

Textiles - Cont'd. 

Table Cloth .....,,, 
Table NaDkins 
Mattress •.,, 
.lindow Shades •...•., 

1nit 

one 
dozen 
one 

p 

Group Weitht, 

Eot 	We3t 

rni_ in 
Bookcase(uiitjl 1941 

snring) 
Desk 
Couch ••4e•pse.l.. 
Library Table 
Living Room Chair 
Bedstead 
Snrings 
Dresser 
Bet 
Table, dinln5 ...... 
Chairs, dining 
Cupboard, kitchen 
Chairs, kitchen 
Table, kitchen 
Sewing iachirie 
Linoleum . • • . • $ I • . 

50 

0.05  
0.05 
0.1 
0.05 
0.1 
0.07  
0,1 
0.05 
0,05 
0 . 05  
O.4(each) 
0 . 04 
O.6(each) 
O • 0? 
0 ; 05 
0.25 

30 
0.1 
0,1 
02 
0 1 05 
0 ;2 
0,2 
0.2 
0,2 
O;07 
0.5 
O 2 
i;o 
o ; 05 
0 2 
1 0 
O .2 
0.1 
0,2 

96,11  

Hardware 
Dish Pan • . . • • • • • . 
Double Boiler 
Preserviz Kettle 
Sad Irons 
Frying Pan 
Tea Mettle 
Tea Pot •al•eI4..$.. 

Wash Boiler .......,. 
Washing Machine ...... 
Water Bucket 
Butcher Knife 
Paring Knife 
Stove ...... 
Oil Lamp • . , • • , • • • • 
Clothes Line •....., 
Mop 	 ......,... a. 

Rolling in 
Floor Enamel ........ 

rus 1  Sundries and  
Cleaning Supp.ies 
Dru°;s and Sundries 
Dodd's Kidney Pills,. 
Cuticura Ointment 
Olive Oil 

Castor Oil ..,..,.,., 

EsomSa].ts • ...... 
Hydrogen peroxide 

Boracic Acid Powder.. 
Tincture of Iodine 

Hot Water Bottle ,.., 
Listerine .......... 

Tooth Brush 
Tooth Paste ......... 
Shaving Stick 

one 
'I 

set 
one 

I, 

I, 

ft 

U 

H 

I, 

U 

ft 

'I 

50 ft. 
one 

it 

gallon 

box 
'I 

5-oz. 
bottle 
5-oz. 
bottle 
pound 
16-oz. 
bottle 
pound 
2-oz. 
bottle 
one 
14-az. 
bottle 
one 
tube 
one 

0,1 
0,1 
0.2 
O ;os 
0,2 
0,2 
0,2 
0.2 
0,0? 
o;5 
O;2 
1.0 
0.05  
02 
1 1 0 
0,2 
0,1 
02 

1,0 1.0 
2,0 2.0 

1.6 0,8(10 oz.) 

3.2 2.0(8 oz,) 
1.0 1.0 

0.5 0.5 
1.0 0.6 

2,0 2.0 
0.2 0,2 

	

1.0 
	

1.0 

	

2.5 
	

2,5 

	

7.0 
	

7.0 

	

2.0 
	

2.0 

-I 
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eihts for 	Sub-Group 
Individual Items 	We1t - 

East West 
50 

6.0 6.0 
4,0 40 
6.0 6.0 
3,6 3.6 

(Percent aces) 

54 53 
21 22 
25 25 

(Percent ares) 
65 67 
11 12 
5 4 

13 12 
6 5 

'p 

Unit 

Clean in Sulies 
Soap )  toilet ., 	dozen 
Old Dutch Cleanser •.., 	can 
Soap Flakes ........... 	packaa 
Laundry Soap .......,.. 	ten 

Health 
Doctorst Fees 
Dentists' Fees 
Hospital Bills ...... 

Misc el an o us 
Life Insurance ....... 
Tobacco ...,........,. 
Newspapers 
Telephone . . , . . ........ 
IIaazines ............. 

Group Weights 
East 	.lest 

10 	8 

1? 	17 

Textiles, Furniiins and Household Hardware indexes weighted 20, 50 and 30 re-

spectively and combined into a separate index of Household Eouiment. The Drugs 

and Sundries Indexes and CleanIng Suoplies indexes are weighted 50 each and com-

bined into a Drws, Sundries and Cleaning SuDplies index. The Household Euiment 

indexes and Drugs, Sundries, and Cleaniiv Supplies Indexes are then weighted 75 and 

25 respectively, and combined into Household EauIpnt and Supplies Indexee. Sub-

':roup wei2;hts are the same for eastern and western series, 
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