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FARM FAMILY LIVING COSTS. 1942 (SPRING) 
(1935-1939=100) 

Living costs for Canadian farm families advanced 2.1 p.c. to 118.4 between the 
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	fall of 1941 and the spring of 1942 (1935-1939=100). Compared with pre-.rer levels there 

has been an increase of 19.4 p.c. The eastern regional index moved up 2.0 p.c. to 119.0 

between Augtt 1941 at.d. April 1942, while in the same period there was an increase of 

2.3 p.c. to 117.5 for the western series. Canadian farm product prices at an index level 

of 79.5 in April (1926=100) were 10,3 p.c. above 1941 fall levels. The 2.1 p.c. increase 
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	in farm family living costs over the pa8t six months compared with one of 1.9 p.co in 

urban living costs. 

• 	Advances in the index of farm living costs continued to reflect increase, in 

foods, notable among those being tea, prunes, cheese and lard. At 126.5 for the spring 

of 1942, the food Index showed an advance of 2,7 p.co above the fall level. The eastern 

food index at 129.0 for April was up 3.1 p.c, while the western series gained 200 p.c. to 
) 

122.7. Compared with pre-war levels food prices have risen 32.2 p.c. 

Clothing prices have advanced only fractionally since the fall as indicated by 

an Increase of less than 1.0 p.c. to 124.6 in the clothing Index. As against a pre-war 

Index level of 100.3, however, advances in clothing have been substantial, amounting to 

24 9 2 p.c. Eastern and western spring indexes of 125,2 and 123.7 respectively compared 
with fall levels of 124.0 and 122.8 respectively. 

The fuel price Index level of lll? was 3.6 p.c. higher than the preceding fall 

level. Regional indexes at 113.7 for the eastern series and 108.7 for the western 

series were 4.2 p.c. and 2.7 p.c0 respectively above fall levels. 

Due to higher prices for furniture and certain drugs and sundries, especially 

in western Canada, the composite household equipment group, with an increase of 4,6 p.c. 

to 123.5, showed the sharpest group gain between the fall of 1941 and the spring of 1942. 

Compared with August 1939, this greup has advanced 22,9 p.c. Eastern prices were up 

2.7 p'c. at 121.8 while the western group increased more than double that amount or 

7,3 p.c. to 126.0. 

In the remaining two groups slightly higher prices were noted, the composite 

index for health maintenance costs advancing 1.0 p.c. to 104.0 since the fall of 1941, 

while the miscellaneous group moved up 0.8 p.c, to 103,,3. Regional advances in both 

series were practioally id.entical. 
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COMPOSITE INDEX 
194L - Spring 

Fall 
1942 - Spring 

FOOD 
1941 - Spring 

Pall 
1942 - Spring 

L0THING 
1941 - Spring 

F all 
1942 - Spring 

FUEL 
1941 - Spring 

Pall 
1942 - Spring ..... 

HOUSEHOLD EQUIPMENT 
1941 - Spring 

Fall •. . . . . 
1942 - Spring 

1l9 
116.7 114.9 116.0 
119.0 117.5 118.4 

115.0 111.9 113.8 
125.1 120.3 123.2 
129.0 122.7 126.5 

120.4 120.0 120.2 
124.0 122.8 123.5 
125.2 123.7 124.6 

106.6 104.6 105.8 
109.1 105.8 107.8 
113.7 108.7 111.7 

116.9 114.0 115.7 
118.6 117.4 118.1 
121.8 126.0 123.5 
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ab1e 1. - Index Numbers of Canadian Farm Living Costs and 

(1935.-39=100 for all series except the Canadian 

Ip which_is_on_a_1926 base)_______________________________ 

Related Series, 1913-1942. 
Farm Products Prices Index 

Canadian Farm Living Costs Canadian 
ho1esa1c 

Prices of 
Year Urban Canadian Eastern Western Dominion Living 

Canada Canada Average Costa Products 
1926=100 

1913 ........... 77.6 82.6 79.6 79.7 64.1 
1920 .............. 1682 174.4 170.7 I 	150.5 	1 160.6 
1926 ............ 120,,2 121.9 120.9 121.8 100,0 
1927 ............. 118.5 121.1 119.5 : 	119.9 102.1 
1928 .............. 1174 119.7 118.3 120.5 	I 100.7 
1929 117.5 117.2 117.4 121.7 100.8 
1930 .............. 113.5 114.0 113.7 120.8 82.3 
1931 ..........., 103.3 104.4 103.7 109.1 56.3 
1932 .............. 97.4 982 97,7 99.0 48.4 
1933 ....... ...... 95.5 96.1 95.7 94.4 51.0 
1934 97.6 98.1 97.8 95,6 59.0 
1935 97.8 98.1 97.9 96.2 63.5 
1936 98.3 98.3 98.3 98.1 69.4 
1937 102.8 102.8 102.8 101.2 87.1 
1938 , 102.0 101.7 101.9 102.2 73.6 
1939 - Spring 99.7 99,6 99.7 100.6 	I 65,5 

Pall 	....... 99.2 99.2 : 	99.2 100.8 58.4 
1940 - Spring 107.2 106.1 106.8 104.6 72.1 

Fall 110.6 109.9 110.3 105.9 62.7 
1941 - Spring 112,9 111.4 112,3 108.6 69.5 

• Fall 	..., 116,7 114.9 116.0 113.7 72.1 
1942 - Sring 1190 117.5 118.4 115.9 79.5 

Table 2. - Group Index Numbers of Canadian Farm Living Costa, 194-1942. 
(1935-39=100) 

Eastern Canada 	Western Canada 	Dominion Average 
Farm Families 	Farm Families 	for Frrn Families 

HEALTH MAINTENANCE 
1941 - Spring ..... 103.0 103.0 103.0 

Fall 	..,.... 103.0 103.0 	I 103.0 
1942 - Spring ..... 104.0 104.1 104.0 

MISCF1LA1EOUS 
1941 - Spring ..... 102,5 102.3 102.4 

Pall 	......, 102.6 102.3 102.5 
1942 - Spring ..... 103.4 103.1 103.3 
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